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BROJVN COINTY AGRICULTURE

7hile Brown County has always been and still is an agricultural region
the crops produced and the methods persued in farming have undergone many

changes, Jhen the homesteaders arrived the virgin sod was broken or plowed

and in some cases grain crops were sowsd on the newly broken sod. Some of

the homesteaders, however, after allowing the sod %o rot for one season

<

produced. After the second

W

would re-plow or "back-set" before a crop was

lowing the more careful of the farmers would employ a springtooth harrow

whieh would tear and pulverize the sod to better advantage than - any other

irplement then available, Ordinsry harrows were then ussd in some casgse.

The earliest sseding was dons with the so-called broad cast ssedsrs

ch are now in existance. The implement consisted of a long box
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none of w
in the bottom of which were a series of short rollers with large shallow
corruzations that fed the grain slowly to spreaders which spread it over

was then covered over by a series of shovels not unlike the

plow only smallex,

some of the
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this seeder was the so-galled drill which deposits the

a uniform depth.

During the first ten years of the county history small grain was vir-

tually the only crop produced. It was thought that corn would not maturse

except for home consumption.

and little or no hogs or catile wers produced,

Leither was poultry and eggs considered a2 source Of incomse

So far as the first decade was concerned prairie grass w:
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source of roughage for live stock except perhaps on a few farms where small
patches of flint or '"squaw" corn were raised for fodder. But before the in.
vention of g corn binder the harvesting of corn was extremely laborious.

Threshing was done by steam power practically from the startythough a few

et

10rse power machines may havs been ussd in the Aberdeen sectioxn,

As the number of dairy cows increased it was found that prairie hay,
admirably suited for horses;was not so well suited for cows. 4s a resul¥y
attempts were made o sow clover and timothy. The ordinary red clover, ex-
tensively used in eastern Minnesota and Wiscousin invariably winter killed,
and timothy hay was no better suited for milk cows than the prairie hay.
Various kinds of millet were thefefore extonsively used during the early
period as fodder for dairy cowsS. Extremely low prices for wheat, drought,

and crop failures together set farmers to casting about for a source of

subsidiary income which would be more certain then grain farminge

Shortly after the dawn of the century the invention and introduction of
the hand cream separator stimulated the dairying industry in the county.
Oreareries were started in the various pdrts of the county previcus to the
introduction of the hand separator, but it was found impracticable to haul
the .1ilk for such long distances as were necessary. As a result the cream-

eries did not prosper znd eventually closed. Thus, gradually, dairy cows

came to provide perhans a minor, but highly important part of the farm incoms,

Experimentation with corn proved that the cereal could be grown with

-

successs This fact, in addition to the supply of skim milk available from

I

hand cream separators encouraged hog production which was to become the sourcse
of a large part of the farm income of the couunty. About this sime time the
introdunction of sweet clover and a little later alfalfa largely solved the
problem of propsr roughage for dairy cows. The more succulent and palatable

lezumes were grown with success, and this fact encouraged their use as live
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stock Teeds

The growing success in the cultivation of corn encouraged the production
of hogsJ A.branch of farm products which was to become a major importance in

the sescond dscade of the new century.

At this period it became evident that after cropping the soil with grains

or a succession of years it would not yield as plentifully as it once had.
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8 fact probably gave dairying, hog raising and cattle production a decided

impetuss

The decade beginning with 1910 may perhaps be sz2id te have ushsered in
the greatest prosverity, for the agricultursl interesteof the county thus far
in its history. It is trus: that many farmers were prosperous before this date
but this decazde sas not only the climax of agricultursl prosperity but the

beginning of the decline.

v

The relatively high prices for pouliry during this period encouraged the
production of an increasing  amount of birds, both of the general utility type

Established markets for poultry grew up during this
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pericd and the demand for well finished birds was apparently good throughout
the ysar. Turkeys and other fowls shared in this generzl prosperity of the

poultry businesss.

Tne marksis for cream also developed during this decade although consid-

erable cream had besn marketed in the previous ten years. ilhen the coopsrative
type of creameries became defunct, big centeralized creameries establishsd
stations in the various towns where cream might be marketed. A large part of

it was shipped by rail to large plants, mostly in varicus parts of Hinnesota.

As previously mentioned the hog industr¥ 'y was going to the front in the
previous decade, but the rising prices which climaxed during the war period

and immediately after saw the greatest development,



G. DPage ~4-
During this time the %roduction of smgll grains continued but the
perfection of the gasoline motor for power brought about a decided difference
in threshing operations. Up to this time threshing had been done by large steam
outfits requiring from 8 to 10 teams to haul bundles to the machine. Since
practically all of the threshing was dones out of the "Shock" it was natural
that some farmers were forced to wait sometimes long periods for {the machins

t0 come. The development of the gssoline tractor brought out the small thresh

er which was sold at a price the averags farmer felt he could afford,

By 1920 the bilg type of steam threshén had almost disappesred from the
picture, being replaced by small threshers owned by one or two farmers together.

2
During the period of the VWorld War the production of wheat was naturally

stressed by the encouragmsnt of the government to producs as much as possibles

Low lands along the James River were drained and in somse places protected by

dykes in order to provide increased gcresge for grain fields. During this

>

the remgining sod was broken up and turred intec plowed fislds
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so that in the greater part of the county, espscially the eastern half, vractic-
ally no mnative sod remainse This period shows the peak of grain production in
the county and was charscterized by a succession of excellent crops, rainfall

being usunally plentiful during those yearse.

The year 194 marked the end of gn epoch in wheat farming of the enfire
wheat belt of which Aberdsen is the center. Up to that time hard wheats had

+ The scourges of the wheat crop had been drought

0

bean produced with succes
and hail with occasiomnal losses due to cut wormse Durum wheats had been in-
troduced and found well suited to the soil and climatic conditions, but the

marxet price for that variety of wheat had been so far under the = “hapd that

no general cultivation of that variety had begun.
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But 31504 Tnown subsequently as the "rust year® saw the hard wheat crop
amihilated by a plaszue hitherto wnkmown - Black Rust. The wheat plants
developed an excellent stand in the greater part of the wheat belt, but
shortly before the plants were ready to set the berry rust spores settled
on the stems and a week or so of hot muggy weather so f£avored the growth
of the fungi that practically no wheat was harvested. On the other hand

flelds of durum wheat were little affected by the rust and produced a fair

CTrODe

Once infected the wheat fields seemed unsble to escape the rust and
cultivation of hard wheats was gbandoned. No entirely satisfactory explana-
tion of the propagation of the Black Rust has besen made, al though it was
proven that the barberry bush was one of the hosts of the rusi. Many
practical farmers belleved that barberry bushes were not numerous enough

to account for =0 general an infestation gs seemed to come with the sudden~

ess of z thunder clape

oo

The market price of the z@urum wheats later advanced and wheat of that
variety has since been a source of much of the income of the farms in Browm

and adjacent counties.

Ths black rust scourge was of far-reaching importance. In the first
place it revolutionized the wheat culfure in the county and cut off the

ources of local supply of milling wheats for the mumerous small flour milles

w0

operating at the tims;, since they were not eduipped to mill durum and had no

markets for the flour,
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THE GREAT LAND BOOM 190 - 1910

The turn of the century saw much land in the county in the hands of
Iastern iInsurance and Ilnvestment companies, although perhaps a majority of

ae cultivated acreage had passed into the hands of farwer ownsrs. A

of
o

popular method of sale up to that time was the so-called *wheai-contract"
plan, The buyer cultivated the land, furnishing seed and bearing all harvest-

-

ing expenss and delivering generally a half of the crop as payment of inter-

cf

e and principal. Much land changed hands on that basis,

£ 473

But shortly after the new century came in, it was somehow discoversd

that land in this part of South Dakota was much too low in price as compared

iy

with land of equal productivity in states further easts A majority of the

land buyers probably came from Illinois and Iowa, where land values aand cash

UJ

rentals had risen to fantastic figurese It was evident when the first farm
changed hends in the county at something like 525 per acre that people whose
idea of the value of farm land was from 200 per acre upwards would be strong-

atiracted his part of Sou Dakota and the Jim rive alley especiea .
1y at ted to this ¢ South Dakot 4 the J ver valley especigll

Real estate men were not long in formulating a systematic exploitation
f farm lands here and the result was a sharp rise in values, the jump from

£$25 per acre to $75 beinz accomplished almost over night. It was before the
utomobile era and livery barns did a thriving busiress in providing trans-
portation for the strangers who came to buy land. Hotels and restaurants

were taxed to their cavacity.

Some of the buyers naturally were speculators who bought in order to
resell at a profit, but there were glso many actual farmers who made their

homes on the land they bought and became permanent residents.

=0

Many fortunes were made in regl estate during those years, & circumstance

which served to convince the pioneer settlers their holdings were valuables
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Kany of them had held on through the hard times of the nineties for reasons
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perhaps not clear in their own minds. But now they were convinced they had

use udgement in thelr fight against the distressing odds that infest-
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ed the ninetiese A good farm in the Jim river valley was no longer a joke.

man who owned one was counsidered a person of affluencs

no more wealth

espect of everyone., It was true the land probgbly produced
when it sold for 75 per acre than it did when it could be bought for 510,

but the attitude of the owner toward his acres had undergone a complets
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change. A farm was now something to be guarded carefully as a bas

]

tige as well as eccoromic indevendencee.
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Though land prices held at approximately 575 per acre for

o

ears following the inception of the great boom, it was a period of rmeh
preogress as indicated earlier in this essay. DIxpsnding credits prompied

the building of the majority of the substantial farm buildinzs still to

2
&

be seen on the farms of the valley.

s

The opening of thse second decade of the new century was perhaps sig

R

nificant, An excellent stand of grain was literally burned to the roots by
hot winds in July and the county did not vroduce its seed grain that year.

ittle real distressas a result, however, since farming had be-

ot

There was
come widely diversified and income from livestock and poultry enabled most

farmers at worst to live comfertably despite the loss of the small grain

Despite the bad start the decade was one of continued development and
saw the hoom prosperity of the World War years. With the beginning of host-
ilities in Europne, increased demand and rising prices for farm products brought
great prospsrity to farms end towns of the valley alike. ILand prices took

another leap, fantastic in its scope, farm land without improvements selling
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for more than $100 per acre,while improved farms changed hands frequently at
$200 per acre. Everyone made more money than they had ever made before. The
money was as a matter of course not always wisely invested. Iany people
speculated wildly, entering into contracts which brought inevitable ruin when

deflation set in following thse war hysteriz.

With the increasing prosperity the antomobile,which at the outset of the
decade had been considered more or less g rich men's toy, came into general use
end with its adoption by the farmers came the demand for good roads and the

3

necessity for hard-surfaced highways where the heaviest of the traffic moved..

O
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The decade had brought the telephone and mail delivery to the farm areags and

there was a decided upswing in the buylng of housekold appliances which did
much to lighten the drudgery for housekespers especially on the farms. Where

electric light plants were not installed, a small gasoline motor took up many

tasika that formerly required monotonous if not back-breaking toil onm the farms.

ped

Imch labor saving machinery came into genersl use during this decadse.
There was not orly ths corn binder, buit so simple an imolement as the drag cart

which gllowed the man guiding the horses ahead of a drag to ride instesd of

G in the soft ground,came into general acceptance In meny

places, fthe man who did not walk all day long behind his farm machinery was

e
[
=]
Ql
(e}
[3]
£

-
(=N
et
“t
=
£
42}
ct
0Q

23
o
i

considered lazy or at lesst something gkin to it,

erally Xnown that he was physically handicappeds

en age of the farm thus far in Jim river valley history.
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Aberdsen, being the capital of a great farm reglon,shared in the prosperity
and the greatest developments in the c¢ity in nearly all lines of endeavor date

from that tinse
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