
Profescor J . vV . Thornas 
Northern state Teacrers College 
Aberaeen , South Dakota 

Dear Professor ~~OM'l ~ ;: 

1 525 Sheridan 
L'lr'lm:ie , dyorninJ; 
JUl1e 25 , 1952 

When I iss Lyda ~li lli fl.mf' asked "'e if I 1v01Jld Eenu. ;TOU 

a cop~ of ~y speech deljvered on ~ay 28 , I d i dn 1t r €'lli zG 
that it pas 60inr:; to take -me t:bis 10n lS to hav e :::m opportunity 
to prep re it . I hope the de l ay h~c not i~conveni6nced you . 

Cordi 'lIly your f , 



Glancing Backwards 197~ - 1942 

Gl ncin(~ backw'1.rds hi 'toric"llly at our dec'lde , 1Te find t} rot 
in 19,~3 Fr'1.nklin Del'lno Roo~evelt hec'l..me py·e.ident of the TTnit 0 st'lte •. . 
We "rere in the depthr of the. depresfion . iVhile i"/e 'aren ' t p _ticul.rly 
con}'cious of it jn thi. country , in 'illrope '-er 'llre'dy he rd th~ rumbl 
iT'i~~ of Norld War II . Bitler h'1d. come to pOFer in G-erm' ny . J{1.1ss01ini 
m'lrcheQ into -C;;P-hiopia. in 1936 . '1'o1'T'lrd tre onu 0 the decade 1,'e ber;' n to 
m ke economic recovery , hut tren C'lme PO'lrl H'lrhor . 

'1'h dec de , be 'lure of tre dep as_ion and the inter~ationLl 
dtn'ltion, ' r 90Yl'lc-,'1"l'1t mo"'e ~eY'iouf t .... an t .... '" pY'9vioUf AY''l . There l'e en ' t 
'l'1y E'1Jcr ""'1.df' 'J~. mini'lture .:z;olf , t}le '-omen '''eren ' t symholized ac- W'1S the 
fl"lpner of tr~e ' 20 ' s , even Ekirt~ "eren't aspect _lly frort or e.peci':1.lly 
lon-; . I fqct it vr S (llldn[~ our partod tl--8t coller.; p;irl~ he,;;;an to 'Vear 

weaterE anJ skirt. , flackf 2nd o,ddle fhoe~ t~at 'lre rtill prevalent 
10 to 20 yeart l'1ter . 

Out of thi r backp;rounC1 come the ten 1 sse. t1-t t I repl"'" sent 
toni~ht . Altho th picture of our college y~ r~ wa~ p'1inted 'lgainst ~ 
r ther somber background, t ere ,"H' lit t l ref l ection of that hacl-:::crround 
. n the l:i.ve::- of the collefSe student during tliat ti'ne . As we look b'1ck 
v'lrds, our college year. v'ere s 11 pp;T a~ the other er'1~ , 

1 S f. r s phy ic 1 ch··m0~(. were concerned , tbere ,.-'1" one 
m,ior improvem.ent - the erecU.on of Se;rnour H'lll to 1'e u"ed n_f :1 dOr'TIitory 

. nd ftud",nt union . Thnt '''ill be enjoyed bJ m' ny generations to come . 

Our ten year period c~n claim morE col l~~e precioentE trQn 
can the students of.n other ten yc~r period . Dr . D~v:i~ Allen Anderson 
"r: s at the hGl"1 1I'];6n '-'8 bep;;an our decade in I S?>?> . Shortl:,! after"rard Dr . 

C. q . Lqwrence bec~~e our prexy ~nd serve~ until 19~~ Y~en t~e esponsib 
iljties vere turnetl over to the able le~der~hip of Dr . ~ . E . St.ele . 

As far as ftudents 'i' e concerned , e c h h'l8 ound ir ovn 
ntche an~ :if ferving; in hi:c own hllJ'1hlQ '."'lY . 11p to tlJif t'me fen 1"'~ve made 
the h~ dli ef , but ~ n ~re EU cessful in treir c:r.o~cn profeusione '1nd 
h"lPPS' in tre 8ubft'mti'l1 Americ"-'n hom oS ther '0 ve ert'lblis eo_ . Of '3.11 t:!:':'e 
studentf:' who grqduated durin~ 01J1' dE-cade , tDe n~mA of' Joe Rorr ie h s 
perh'1.pr he n hefore the puhlir most . .r; 'l'1S a,'11used recently to note 'lfter 

\ 

hi name in the P- "que trese Y'ordr ; Preference- Po l itics ; net peeve - politic
ian • 

E'3.clo indi vid'11.1 <'tudent "'i 1 1 . ve ~i f 0"11 ond memorj es of 
his coIl ege days . SO'11 e will rem ember th e build :in 1~f: ana. ground ~ . 50'11e 
1 ill reminifce "i.bott f'lvortte ctivi t ies '3.nd clubs . ~'lch 1 ill h've r' s 
f'lvorjte te8cher-- in my 0"'11 particul r C"O se I sf"11 l be fOr V'Vl! Br Fr· t ful 
to Prof . H'J.rkY)e"lr f'or h:i w guid m.ce and C'ncour'lR;ement . SOMe will Yen r0 -
-momher trle subject 11' tter tt-at they learned . 1=<ut it E.eem9 to rce trat our 
contribution to the collec;e as a whole if. ~'omothing f r more py'ofound 
tran tbis . For rY},8.t ,-ill poderity rememher the yeclrf 19:-"3- 1 42? 

/ 



\ 
It b s be(;n s a i d that liThe sDadol','f of' an institution are 

no greater tl1illl Ue hado!'" of tre individualE ;-'it~in it . 1f From tri8 Qec 
'lde CO'1le tbe Sr8.d01.1rr of three great rne:" '''1 .... 0 Y'ill forever Yl1 _.'8 our in
stitution st8.nd out . 'Pre stuClentE of 19:1? - 194'2 kne1v , "o~l,ed "'ith , loved , 
'lnd admired th~ out~t'lnding person lities of Dr . A. P . S'ym01.Jr, Dr . J . C. I.:inl 
herp; , '.lnd D"' . V. P . Gl:(biY'l . Future ~enerqtjon ,,·t ll benef't frorrl t eir chado'" 

\fren 've thumh t]-1rough f'lculty popularity s"ctjonE. of old 
P'1SIlUeS , ye''lr after ye'lrj, the reEultf' were romething like V-'lt: - -Tr ost 
oopnlar teac]-1er - D • Seymour; most clever - Dr . SOyr'lonr; rno st congE-ni ql 
A. H. S""ymoul'; 501'001'8 great est 9, set - Dr . Seynlour . Thl.s all care '81 re 
sult of hiE inter~bt in t}e ~tudents , his Etc ling ch~r'lcter , C hi~ 
homespun philo~09hy t"at "Till C'3.~t it~ f'h' do""' over Yorthern studentS f'or 
ye r s toe 0'1, e . 

The infl'lence ')f' r . J . O. Lindber J on t1--e upourge of c1'''''1tlve 
''''''iting 1n the st-tte j~ j'Lt ':1 -real 'lnd vi ~1l1 tOd 'l y as it ever "'1~ . 
.-nhrou:;;h f- i.., clSt:::sJ'':'or'l to'1c1-,i",..::, trroucsr r:i f editinp; P srl'we Petalr , through 
his rponsorinc; poetr,Y conte,ts, h"" h''1.F encour1.g0d 'Tl"n~T to "rite . ~ach 
year the Jrmuary b:sue of Pa.,'1ue Petals is dedlc'lted to ')r . I:inu.b~rg . 

Mrr . Garvin's tribut to h~~ in onG iwfue expr .s~es our centimonts. 

II T~e 1 e'lven of St 110hle Ii e 
enlaI'';'! s it self ""my fold ; 
You Id't u a heritarse 
of l-i 'J' thinkiniS , 
h 0 r 0 i c '''1 '1n]-1 0 0 G , 

devot ion to 01.11 ture , 
iicr edihle brnvery 
in ~dver88 ~jtu~tions . 

You Ilve on , ~in~in~ 
in many heqrt~ of South Dakota . " 

?he spirit of V . ~ . Gu~in will liVe for gennr~tion[ in the 
h e"rt~: of South D tkot "-I. school cr ildren . '1'h e founding of the Youn~ Oi t iEen ' 
Leqgue by 1) • • G-uhin w c perh~ps hi~ 'mo~t eminf'nt 3. cco'11p li ~,hmcnt . l'hie 
orCS"lniz"l.tion hStc 8pre!1d it" in 11l"'nce over trf' entire Nortrest , nd'1t 
tho tir"e of his ctE-<'l.th '11ore t]-1~n'75()O schools ere particioating in itf 
projectfl . 

"The sD'Jdo"'s of Rn in2titution are no gr")"lter t]-1'ln the 
~h'c1o"s of tre individ1rls "'it~in it . 1 If Nortl-'ern ' s f:h:ldO" tow'y 
<t nds t qll , these men r~ve contributed to it . 
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