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POT POURRI OF FACTS 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 207 

STRATFORD S.D. 57474 
~ . 

Post 207 was granted a Charter on 2-5-1921 to 15 Veterans of WW1 

One ~amily has had ' continuous membership in Post 207 since 
·z-5--1921; William Jark-Kenneth Jark. 

93 Vet~p~an~ of WW1 were members of Post 207 from 1921 to 1946. 

7 families had three sons serving in WW2 at the same time. 
(l) ~UN~Niss: Joseph W.,Kenneth J. ,M~rk 
(2) CARMINE: Darrel, Duane, Lee 
(31 DAY~ON, Dale, Earl, Robert 
(4) ERDMANN: Lynn, Richard, John (Jack) Holcomb 
(5) FLOAN, George, Melvin, Raymond 
(6) MISSLITZ, Curtis, Donald, Vernon 
(7) SCHLICHTING; Delbert,Lloyd,Orville l 

59 persons from the Stratford area served during WW2 
(12-7-41 I to 12-31-46) 

~ 

Sgt. Lynn Erdmann was awarded the Silver Star for rescuing 
a buddy from a mine field. 

Brig. Gen. Laverne G. Saunders was awarded the Navy Cross 
for his activity in the SW Pacific l This award not normally 
awarded to Army personnel. 

Ervin G. Wood was a prisoner of war in Germany in WW2. 

Three area residents were killed in action {KIA) during 
WW2. All were pilots. Albert SVARSTAD Navy Pilot; Harvey 
SWENSON B-29 bomber pilot; Ervin WESTBY B-24 bomber pilot. 
William Edgar Stange was found dead at the Brooklyn Navy 
Pier, cause of death unknown. 

26 persons from the Stratford area, served in the Armed Forces 
during the Korean tonflict l 6-25-50 to 1-31-55. 

During the Vietnam era, (2-26-61 to 5-7-75), 32 area persons 
served in the armed .forces of th~ USA. 



From 1978 to 2005, 37 area persons served in the following 
conflicts. 

Lebanon, Granada, Panama, Beruit 8-24-81 to 1-31-91 
Desert Storm 8-2-1990 to Present 
Afghanistan 4-1-2000 to present 
Iraq Freedom 4-2000• to present 
National Guard : service exclusive of above dates 

Four ladies, making up 11% of current member~hip of PBst 207 
are: 

Korrine FACE 
Tina Hansen RASER 
Deanna .TAYLOR. 
Wendy Milbrandt .WAYMAN 

Duane JARK served as Adjutant of Post 207 for 24 years from 
1974 to 1997. 

Family Relationships of Post Members as of 2005 

Father/Son 

Father/ 
Daughter 

Brothers 

Brothers/ 
Sisters 

Husband/ 

George (Pat) Hansen-Hari§y Hansen 
Eugene Face-Steve Face -

George (Pat) H~nsen-Tina Hansen~ RaBor 
Eugene Face-Korrine Face 

Michael Hansen-George (Pat) Hansen 

Greg Milbrandt-Wendy rWayman 
Steve Face-Korrine Face 

Korrine Face-Verne Prickett 
Wendy Milbrandt Wayman-Craig (Duke)Wayman 

Member Richard ELLINGSON ~ has pa:tticpated iri every fti:he:tal 
ceremony ' of the Firing Squad for a period of 45 years. 

Histories of Post 207 submitted for State comnetion 

2002 1st Place 
2001-02 Honorable Mention 
2003 lst Place State-Honorable Mention National 
2004 2nd Place 
2005 3rd Place 
..,;} (P/) {p II 1J 

Stratford Post 207 has sponsored the Fall Tractor pull of the 
antique tractor ; club for this area, under the guidance of 
member Ronald (Jack) GUBIN. 

Plaques, identifying those from the area that served from 
WW1 to present, are on display in the Stratford Community Center. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The farming community of Stratford, located in SE Brown County, South 

Dakota, has supplied men and women for all the major conflicts since W W I. 

Post 207, Stratford, has maintained an active Post since first granted a charter, 

with an increase of members in recent years. 

The American Legion Department of South Dakota, granted Post 207 a 

Charter in the year 1921. A document attached to the original Charter identified 

those first members as; Harry Ward Ashford, Paul Henry Brown, Robert J. Carr, 

Joseph Alexander Coleman, Dennis F. Daly, Harry E. Falk, Rollie S. Hartwell, 

Rolfe Harris Hesketh, Sterling Francis Missel!, Bruno Rock, Gerhard Charles 

Stange, Henry A. Taylor, Lawrence Walking, and Robert Wiedenbach. 

There are no known decendants of the original Charter members currently 

residing in the Stratford community, or members of Post 207. 

Post 207, through it's activities, continues to promote patriotism and 

respect of flag by parading the Colors at 4th of July celebrations, Memorial Day 

functions and Military funerals. We will continue to support worthy community 

programs and those items in the Preamble of the Constitution of the American 

Legion Department of South Dakota. 

One family has maintained continuous membership in Post 207 since 

1921. Though not listed on the original charter, William Jark and his son Ken 

Jark have been active in this Post. William Jark appears in the Post photograph 

of 1921, and the Post roster furnished by the State Department. 
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CONSTITUTION 

of 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DEPARTMENT 

of 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

PR.EAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following 
purposeS! 

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America 

and of the State of South Dakota; to maintain law and order; to foster and 
perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories 
and Incidents of our associations In the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of 
Individual obligation to the Community, the State and Nation; to combat the 
autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of 
might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to 
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and 
sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 
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POST 207 ACTIVITIES 2000 

Post 207 fund raiser/stag party was held in early Spring. We were able to 

net approximately $1 ,400. Ticket sales were good, as were choices sold on 

valuable donated items from Aberdeen and other businesses. 

Some donations made within the community during this 

year were: 

1. $25.00 to Children & Youth Month, community taffy pull 

2. $105 each for two area highschool students to attend Boys State. 

Reed Johnson, son of Bill Johnson and Sheldon Schwan, son of Steve 

Schwan of Stratford. Schwan attends Warner High School, Johnson 

attends Groton. 

3. $50.00 was donated to the Tracy Luedeke Fund. She was seriously 

injured in a farm accident and is the daughter of Dale & Lola Luedeke. 

4 . $100.00 was given to the costs of building a concession stand at the 

ball park complex. This will also be a rest room with running water, a 

much needed improvement to the park. 

May 29, 2000, Memorial Day, saw the firing squad performing Memorial 

Day ceremonies at three local cemeteries; East Rondell , West Rondell , and the 

Scandanavian Church. Prior to leaving for the cemeteries, a patriotic program 

was presented by youth of the community, under the direction of the Legion 

Auxiliary. Coffee & rolls were served to all Participants and observers prior to 

the ceremonies. 

Election of Officers 3/15/2000 were as follows: Commander, Mike 

Hansen; Vice Commander,Duane Jark; Adjutant, Verne Prickett; Chaplin, 

Eugene Face; Historian,Tom Saunders; Athletic Director, Earl Shunkwiler , 

Sgt.@ Arms, Kenny Jark; Americanism, George Hansen Jr.; Membership, Leland 

Stange. 
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Post 207 surpassed it's membership goals set by the State. New 

members received into the post were; Herman Lier, Greg Milbrandt, Adam 

Brunes and Wendy Brunes. 

The firing squad had the sad duty of performing at the funeral of Maurice 

Samuelson. Maurice was a long time active member of Post 207, as was his 

father Ed Samuelson. Maurice was a real gentleman and will be missed by all. 

Post 207 will have a new, fresh appearance, It was decided by the 

membership that the Post would buy blue blazers for those members that had 

not received any from the initial purchase. Also it was decided to have grey 

pants and arrangements were made with a local clothing store to provide these. 

We will all look the same, with the members buying their own pants. ln. addition, 

baseball type hats were purchased depicting the Post 207 logo. These to be 

worn to promote the Post. 

Post 207 sponsored a tractor pull at the ball park on 9/24/2000. This was 

attended by many pullers and visitors. We ran the concession stand and made 

an additional $220.00 from this activity. 

In November the annual Veterans appreciation dinner was held at the 

Stratford Community hall in conjunction with the Legion Auxiliary. 
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APPENDIX A 

POST 207 MEMBERS 

YEAR 2000 

Name Residence Conflict 

BAGGETT, Keith Stratford Vietnam 

BARTZ, Randall Dickinson NO Vietnam 

BRUNES, Adam Stratford Saudi 

BRUNES, Wendy Stratford Saudi 

DAVIS, J.H. Groton Korea 

ELLINGSON, Richard (Dick) Aberdeen Korea 

ERICKSON, Clarence Groton WW2 

FACE, Eugene Stratford Korea 

FACE, Korinne Stratford Saudi 

GUBIN, Jack Stratford Korea 

HANSEN, Geo~eJ~(Paij Stratotd Vietnam 

HANSEN, Harley Stratford Saudi 

HANSEN, Mike Stratford Vietnam 

HANSON, Robert J. Aberdeen Korea 

JARK, Duane Stratford Vietnam 

JARK, Kenneth, (Kenny) Aberdeen Korea 

KURTZ, David Redfield Vietnam 

LIER, Herman Aberdeen Korea 

MILBRANDT,Greg Groton Saudi 

MOULTON, Dale Aberdeen WW2 

PRICKETT, Verne Stratford Saudi 

RUPPERT, G.W. Stratford Saudi 

SAUNDERS, Thomas E. Aberdeen WW2 

SCHLEY, Marvin Aberdeen Korea 

SCHLICHTING, Orville Stratford WW2 

SHUNKWILER, Earl Stratford Viet/Saudi 
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STANGE, Leland Aberdeen Vietnam 

STANGE, Verlin Stratford Vietnam 

WANTIIE, Gerald Aberdeen Korea 

LIFE MEMBER 

ERDMAN, Lynn Texas WW2 
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APPENDIX B 

STRATFORD POST 207 

HISTORY 1999 

Post 207 had an outstanding 1999. Though small in numbers, we exceeded our 

quota for new members and participated in many activities, outlined below. 

Early in the Spring of 1999, the Post held their annual fund raiser. This 

was most successful. We provide our guests with lots of food and they have the 

opportunity to win rifles, shot guns etc. 

Memorial Day 1999 the Post members met at the Stratford Community 

Hall. After a breakfast of coffee and donuts, a short patriotic program was 

presented by children of the area, under the supervision of Auxiliary members. 

Thereafter, the Firing Squad and members performed the Memorial Day 

ceremony at three area cemeteries; East Rondell, West Rondell and 

Scandinavian Church. 

Our next effort was to parade the Colors at the annual 4th of July parade 

and picnic at Stratford. It was interesting to note the flag bearers and color 

guards represented four major conflicts, viz., WW2, Korea, VietNam, and Saudi 

Desert Storm. Other members rode in a float behind the Colors. 

Post 207 sponsored a boy for Boys State and sponsored 4 to attend 

Brown County Government Days. Those sponsored were from the Warner High 

School where the majority of those from the Stratford community attend high 

school. 

Veterans Day, a pot luck supper is held at the Stratford Community 

Center for veterans and their families. This is done in partnership with the 

Legion Auxiliary. It is always a night of good food and good fellowship. 

During the summer of 1999, POST 207 assisted in sponsoring a 5x5 

softball tournament held at Stratford. Also, we assisted the Legion Auxiliary by 

purchasing supplies for one of their youth projects in the community. 
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In October 1999, we sponsored a tractor pull held at the Stratford park. 

We set up a military tent at the site and sold lunches, assisted in prizes etc. It 

turned into another source of revenue for the Post and will probably become an 

annual affair. 

Our firing squad did not have to perform for any fallen comrades in 1999. 

Our goals will be to maintain a strong presence in our community, participating 

in those items outlined above, promoting patriotism and respect for the flag, by 

those of all ages in our community. 
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APPENDIX C 

ROSTER FOR STRATFORD POST 2071921 

Harry W . Ashford, Sigrud B. Arnston, Mavin Anderson, Paul H. Brown 
Robert J. Carr, Joseph Coleman, Charles Gabert, Vivian H. Criner, Dennis F. 
Daly, Walter B. Ester, Harry E. Falk, LeRoy Fuller. Rollie L. Hartwell, Rolfe H. 
Mosketh, William N. Jark, Sterling Mizell, Alex Minn, V.G. Mccleory, Martin 
Nelson, Bruno Rock, W.A. Rossow, Gerhard C. Stange, Edw. Samuelson, Edw. 
Solberg, Henry A. Taylor, Robert Wiedenbach, Lawrence Welking, George 
Burke 

The above photograph was furnished by Mrs. Duane Lenling, who found 

the photo among the personal effects of her deceased mother, Mrs. John 

Schuman. 

The list of members for 1921 was furnished by the American Legion 

Department of South Dakota. 
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- APPENDIXC 

1946 1947 

COMMANDER Sanford Gulickson COMMANDER Ralph Peterson 

V. COMMANDER Ervin Woods V. COMMANDER Earl Dayton 

ADJUTANT Tom Saunders ADJUTANT Earl McNeil 

SGT. @ARMS Earl Dayton SGT. @ARMS Ervin Wood 

CHAPLAIN Ed Samuelson CHAPLAIN Martin Nelson 

SERVICE: OFF. Herman Rock SERVICE OFF. Herman Rock 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 
Firing Sqd.=Lynn Erdman, E.G.Woods 
Eugene Cramp, Tom Saunders, Carol 
Smith; Color Guards=Bill Jark, 
Bernard Schley, Color Bearers= 
Sanford Gulickson, Ed Solberg 

1948 1949 

COMMANDER Lynn Erdman COMMANDER Ervin Wood 

V.COMMANDER Wm. Sebring V. COMMANDER Herman Rock 

ADJUTANT Earl McNeil ADJUTANT Wm. Sebring 

SGT.@ ARMS Don Misslitz SGT. @ARMS Verril Radke 

CHAPLAIN Ervin Wood CHAPLAIN Ralph Peterson 

SERV ICE OFF. Herman Rock SERVICE OFF. Edwin Solberg 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 
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1950 1951 

COMMANDER Ervin Wood COMMANDER Earl McNeil 

V. COMMANDER Lloyd Larson V. COMMANDER Dale Dunker 

ADJUTANT Wm. Sebring ADJUTANT Wm. Sebring 

SGT.@ ARMS Ralph Peterson SGT. @ARMS Ralph Peterson 

CHAPLAIN Herman Rock CHAPLAIN Bill Jark 

SERVICE: OFF. Edwin Solberg SERVICE OFF. Herman Rock 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 

1952 1953 

COMMANDER Herman Rock COMMANDER Lynn Erdman 

V.COMMANDER Lloyd Larson V. COMMANDER Harold Larson 

ADJUTANT Wm. Sebring ADJUTANT Richard Francoli 

SGT.@ ARMS Earl McNeil SGT. @ARMS Earl McNeil 

CHAPLAIN Ervin Wood CHAPLAIN Bill Jark 

SERV ICE OFF. Sanford Gulickson SERVICE OFF. Wm. Rossow 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 
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1954 1955 

COMMANDER Dick Erdman COMMANDER (Records missing) 

V. COMMANDER Dale Dunker V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT Richard Francoli ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS Ralph Peterson SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN Lynn Erdman CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE: OFF. Wm. Rossow SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 

1956 1957 

COMMANDER Carl Hafnor COMMANDER Richard Francoli 

V.COMMANDER Wm. Rossow V. COMMANDER Clarence Erickson 

ADJUTANT Richard Francoli ADJUTANT Carl Hafnor 

SGT.@ ARMS Lynn Erdman SGT. @ARMS Lynn Erdman 

CHAPLAIN Bill Jark CHAPLAIN Bill Jones 

SERVICE OFF. SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 
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1958 1959 

COMMANDER Bob Hanson COMMANDER K. Jark 

V. COMMANDER Richard Francoli V. COMMANDER Richard Francoli 

ADJUTANT Carl Hafnor ADJUTANT Carl Hafnor 

SGT.@ARMS Lynn Erdman SGT. @ARMS Lynn Erdman 

CHAPLAIN Bill Jark CHAPLAIN Bill Jark 

SERVICE: OFF. Clarence Erickson SERVICE OFF. Clarence Erickson 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

REMARKS REMARKS 

1960 1961 

COMMANDER Jack Gubin COMMANDER Clarence Erickson 

V.COMMANDER Clarence Erickson V. COMMANDER Richard Francoli 

ADJUTANT Carl Hafnor/L. Erdma ADJUTANT Lynn Erdman 

SGT.@ ARMS Earl McNeil SGT. @ARMS Ken Jark 

CHAPLAIN Ervin Wood CHAPLAIN Bob Hanson 

SERVICE OFF. Sanford Gulickson SERVICE OFF. Lloyd Larson 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE Herman Rock 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM Carl Hafnor 

MEMBERSHIP MEMERSHIP Ron Gubin 

REMARKS REMARKS 

HISTORIAN Carl Hafnor 

Post held pheasant and rabbit 
drives for income 
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1962 1963 

COMMANDER Maurice Samuelson COMMANDER Earl McNeil 

V. COMMANDER Richard Francoli V. COMMANDER Dale Dunker 

ADJUTANT Lynn Erdman ADJUTANT Wm. Sebring 

SGT.@ ARMS K. Jark SGT. @ARMS Ralph Peterson 

CHAPLAIN Robert Hanson CHAPLAIN Bill Jark 

SERVICE: OFF. Lloyd Larson SERVICE OFF. Herman Rock 

ATHLETICS K. Jark ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE Herman Rock CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM Carl Hafnor AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP Ronald Gubin MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN Carl Hafnor HISTORIAN R. Ellingson 

REMARKS Sponsored midget REMARKS 
baseball and held horse show 9/16/62 Spent $279.07 on youth baseball 
which netted $174.19 

1964 1965 

COMMANDER R. Ellingson COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER R. Francoli V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT Lynn Erdman ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS Carl Hafnor SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN Bob Hanson CHAPLAIN 

SERV ICE OFF. Lloyd Larson SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS K. Jark ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE Eugene Face CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM Maurice Samuelson AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP R. Gubin MEMERSHIP 

HISTORIAN Bob Hanson HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 1964 baseball REMARKS 
expense for youth baseball was Arranged grave marker for Herman 

$132.59 Rock. Youth baseball expense 
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1966 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE: OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

1968 

COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

(SAME AS 1964) 

(SAME AS 1964) 
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1967 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

1953 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

(SAME AS 1964) 

(SAME AS 1964) 



1970 1971 

COMMANDER Eugene Face COMMANDER Eugene Face 

V. COMMANDER Richard Francoli V. COMMANDER Richard Francoli 

ADJUTANT R. Gubin ADJUTANT R. Gubin 

SGT. @ARMS Lynn Erdman SGT. @ARMS Richard Harris 

CHAPLAIN Bob Hanson CHAPLAIN Bob Hanson 

SERVICE: OFF. Lloyd Larson SERVICE OFF. Lloyd Larson 

ATHLETICS K. Jark ATHLETICS K. Jark 

CHILD WELFARE R. Ellingson CHILD WELFARE R. Ellingson 

AMERICANISM Maurice Samuelson AMERICANISM Duane Jark 

MEMBERSHIP R. Gubin MEMBERSHIP R. Gubin 

HISTORIAN Clarence Erickson HISTORIAN Dale Dunker 

REMARKS REMARKS 
Firemen & Legion had joint stag party. 

1972 1973 

COMMANDER Eugene Face COMMANDER Duane Kramer 

V.COMMANDER R. Francoli V. COMMANDER R. Francoli 

ADJUTANT Dale Dunker ADJUTANT Dale Dunker 

SGT.@ ARMS Duane Jark SGT.@ ARMS Duane Jark 

CHAPLAIN Bob Hanson CHAPLAIN Bob Hanson 

SERV ICE OFF. Clarence Erickson SERVICE OFF. Clarence Erickson 

ATHLETICS K. Jark ATHLETICS K. Jark 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE K. Jark 

AMERICANISM Maurice Samuelson AMERICANISM Maurice Samuelson 

MEMBERSHIP Leland Stange MEMERSHIP Leland Stange 

HISTORIAN Lloyd Larson HISTORIAN Lloyd Larson 

REMARKS Barry Jark to Boys REMARKS Made $816.37 on 
State. Made $48.49 pancake sale. pickup raffle, decided to do again. 
Sold tickets on pickup truck raffle 
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1974 

COMMANDER Duane Kramer 

V. COMMANDER R. Francoli 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark 

SGT.@ ARMS G. Dunwoody 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face 

SERVICE: OFF. Clarence Erickson 

ATHLETICS Randy Bartz 

CHILD WELFARE Dale Dunker 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

Maurice Samuelson 

Leland Stange 

HISTORIAN Lloyd Larson 

REMARKS Made $948.06 on 
4/29/7 4. Lloyd Larson & Wm. Rossow 
presented lifetime memberships. 

1976 

COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERV ICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

(SAME AS 1975) 

REMARKS Tim Harris reported 
on Boys State. Barry Jark was baseball 
coach. David Kurtz new member. Vets 
Day 11/11/76 with Auxiliary. 
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1975 

COMMANDER Randy Bartz 

V. COMMANDER R. Francoli 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark 

SGT. @ARMS G. Dunwoody 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face 

SERVICE OFF. Clarence Erickson 

ATHLETICS Richard Harris 

CHILD WELFARE Dale Dunker 

AMERICANISM Duane Kramer 

MEMBERSHIP Leland Stange 

HISTORIAN Lloyd Larson 

REMARKS Charles Reinhardt 
new member. Steve Face to Boys State. 
Sponsored Nancy Jark for Sno-Queen 
contest. 

1977 

COMMANDER R. Francoli 

V. COMMANDER Leland Stange 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark 

SGT. @ARMS G. Dunwoody 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face 

SERVICE OFF. J. Wanttie 

ATHLETICS K. Jark 

CHILD WELFARE Dale Dunker 

AMERICANISM Duane Kramer 

MEMERSHIP Randy Bartz 

HISTORIAN Lloyd Larson 

REMARKS Richard Taylor to 
Boys State. Greg Hanson to Boys 
State. $160 for 4th of July fireworks. 



1978 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE: OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

1980 

COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

Leland Stange 

R. Francoli 

Duane Jark 

R. Gubin 

Eugene Face 

J. Wanttie 

K. Jark 

Lloyd Larson 

Arlen Stange to 
Boys State 

(SAME AS 1979) 

REMARKS John Ellingson to Boys 
State. Val Jark alternate. Lloyd Larson 

completed 62 yrs. membership. Gave 
$300. to Midget baseball. $5 to Crippled 
Children 
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1979 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1978) 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS Tom Wanttie to 
Boys State, Kent Stange, Alternate 

1981 

COMMANDER Leland Stange 

V. COMMANDER R. Francoli 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark 

SGT. @ARMS Jerry Wanttie 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face 

SERVICE OFF. Mike Hanson 

ATHLETICS K. Jark 

CHILD WELFARE Dale Dunker 

AMERICANISM R. Gubin 

MEMERSHIP Orville Schlichting 

HISTORIAN R. Ellingson 

REMARKS Post purchased blue 
blazers. Ron Gubin to Boys State, Royce 
Face alternate. Time Capsule buried 
3:30PM 7/5/81 3'N. and 2 1/2' deep 
of NW Corner of baasketball Court 



1982 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE: OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

1984 

COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

Leland Stange 

R. Francoli 

Duane Jark 

J. Wanttie 

Eugene Face 

Mike Hansen 

K. Jark 

Dale Dunker 

R. Gubin 

Orville Schlichting 

R. Ellingson 

CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1983) 

SERV ICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS Todd Allbee, Warner, Boy 
State. $100 to Janet Lee fund. $225 to 
4th of July fireworks. $125 to youth 
baseball . Flag purchased for Elmo 
Ellingson funeral. 
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1983 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

(SAME AS 1982) 

REMARKS Spent $225 for Fireworks 
Bruce Reinhardt to Boys State. Gave 
money to local Easter egg hunt. 
$150.00 to youth baseball. 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

(SAME AS 1984) 

REMARKS 40 year award to Lynn 
Erdman. Flag pole and flat for ball park 
Purchased 20 chairs to community hall. 
Brad Rosonke for Boys State. 



1986 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE: OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

(SAME AS 1985) 

Shannon Hansen to Boys State 
$100 Carol Hansen Benefit fund 

1988 

COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT (ALL OTHERS SAME 

SGT.@ ARMS AS PREVIOUS YEARS) 

CHAPLAIN 

SERV ICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE Dale Dunker 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

R. Gubin 

Bob Hanson 

$150.00 donated 
for fireworks 
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1987 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

(SAME AS 1986) 

Donated $150.00 for fireworks. Donated 
$50.00 to Brown County Veterans 
Memorial fund . 

1989 

COMMANDER Leland Stange 

V. COMMANDER R. Francoli 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark 

SGT. @ARMS K. Jark 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face 

SERVICE OFF. Mike Hansen 

ATHLETICS K. Jark 

CHILD WELFARE G. Wanttie 

AMERICANISM R. Gubin 

MEMERSHIP Orville Schlichting 

HISTORIAN R. Ellingson 

REMARKS Larry Jark to Boys 
State. $250.00 for fireworks. $15.00 
to Reed Cowie family. Purchased 
6x10 flag. 



1990 1991 

COMMANDER COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1989) CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1990) 

SERVICE: OFF. SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN HISTORIAN 

REMARKS REMARKS 
Doug Fischbach played taps for 
Memorial day services. 

1992 1993 

COMMANDER Leland Stange COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER R. Francoli V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS Pardue SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1992) 

SERVICE OFF. Mike Hansen SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS K. Jark ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE G. Wanttie CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM R. Gubin AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP Orville Schlichting MEMERSHIP 

HISTORIAN HISTORIAN 

REMARKS REMARKS 
James Haske! to Boys State 
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1994 

COMMANDER Leland Stange 

V. COMMANDER Mike Hansen 

ADJUTANT Duane Jark 

SGT. @ARMS K. Jark 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face 

SERVICE: OFF. Maurice Samuelson 

ATHLETICS K. Jark 

CHILD WELFARE G. Wanttie 

AMERICANISM R. Gubin 

MEMBERSHIP Orville Schlichting 

HISTORIAN R. Ellingson 

REMARKS Richard Francoli 
passed away with Firing Sqd. performing 
grave site honors. Bruce Potter Boys 
State representative. 

1996 

COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS 

CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1995) 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 
Clarence Erickson received 50 yr 
Membership award 
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1995 

COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 

1997 

COMMANDER 

(SAME AS 1994) 

V. COMMANDER Tom Saunders 

ADJUTANT (ALL OTHERS SAME) 

SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN 

SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM 

MEMERSHIP 

HISTORIAN 

REMARKS 
Purchased $15.00 Shroine Tickets 



1999 2000 

COMMANDER Mike Hansen COMMANDER 

V. COMMANDER Duane Jark V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT Vern Prickett ADJUTANT 

SGT. @ARMS K. Jark SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN Eugene Face CHAPLAIN (SAME AS 1999) 

SERVICE: OFF. SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS Earl Shunkwiler ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE G. Wanttie CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM George Hansen Jr. AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP Leland Stange MEMBERSHIP 

HISTORIAN Tom Saunders HISTORIAN 

REMARKS New members, Dale REMARKS 
Moulton, Korinne Face, Verlin Stange. 
Donated $50 to Judy Shunkwiler & 
Kelly Face 

COMMANDER COMMANDER 

V.COMMANDER V. COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT ADJUTANT 

SGT.@ ARMS SGT. @ARMS 

CHAPLAIN CHAPLAIN 

SERV ICE OFF. SERVICE OFF. 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 

CHILD WELFARE CHILD WELFARE 

AMERICANISM AMERICANISM 

MEMBERSHIP MEMERSHIP 

HISTORIAN HISTORIAN 

REMARKS REMARKS 
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APPENDIX E 

Index 

Allbee, Todd 19 
Anderson, Marvin 9 
Amston, Sigrud 9 
Ashford, Harry W. (Ward) 9,11 
Baggett, Keith 5,21 
Bartz, Randall 5 
Brown, Paul H. 9 
Brunes, Adam 3,5 
Brunes, Wendy 3,5 
Burke, George W. 9 
Carr, Robert Jr. 9,11 
Christman, Floyd 24 
Cowie, Reed 24 
Cramp, Eugene 24 
Criddle, Albert 24 
Daley, Dennis F. 9 
Darcy, Ned 24 
Davis, J.H. 5 
Dayton,Ear110,24 
Donham, Patrick 24 
Dunker, Dale 11,12,16,17,18,19 
Dunwoody G. 17 
Ellingson, Elmo 19 
Ellingson, John 18 
Ellingson, Richard (Dick) 5,14,16,18,19 
Erdman, Lynn. 11, 12/13,14,16,19,24 , 
Erickson, Chad 22 
Erickson, Clarence 5, 12, 13,16,17,22 
Erickson, Harvey, 24 
Ester, Walter B. 9 
Face, Eugene 2,5,16,17,18,19,21 ,22 
Fnce, Knolen 25 
Face, Korinne 5,23 
Face, Steve 17 
Falk, Harry E. 9 
Fischback, Doug 21 
Floan, George 24 
Floan, Melvin 24 
Francoli, Emil24 
Francoli, Richard 11 ,12,13, 14,16,17,18,19,21 ,22 
Fuller,LeRoy 9 
Gabert, Charles 9 
Gubin Ronald (Jack) 5, 16, 18,19,22 
Gubin, Ron 18,21 
Gulickson, Sanford 10,11 ,24 
Hafnor, Carl12,13,14 
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Hansen, George Jr. (Pat) 3,5,23 
Hansen, Harley 5 
Hansen, Mike 3,5,21 ,22,23 
Hansen, Shannon 20 
Hanson, Greg 17 
Hanson, Robert (Bob) 5,13,14,16 
Hartwell, Rollie L. (Deacon) 9,11 ,24 
Hasketh, Rolfe H. 9 
Firey, Earl24 
Jark, Barry 16,17 
Jark . Duane 3,5,18,1 9,21 ,22,23 
Jark, K. Kenneth, (Kenny) 3,5, 13,14, 18,19,21 ,22,23 
Jark, Larry 20 
Jark, Nancy 17 
Jark, William 9, 11 , 12,13,24 
Johnson, Reed 2, 
Johnson, Bill 2 
Jones, Bill 12 
Knoii , Jake, 24 
Knox, Carroll 24 
Knox, Dick 24 
Kramer, Duane 17 
Kramp, Alfred 24 
Kurtz, David 5,17 
Larson, Lloyd 11 , 14, 16,17,18,24 
Lee,Janet 19 
Leudeke, Dale 2 
Leudeke,Lola 2 
Leudeke, Tracy 2 
Lier, Herman 3,5 
McCleary, V.G. 9 
McNeil, Earl (Dick) 10,11,24 
Milbrandt, Greg 3 
Minn. Alex 9 
Missel!, Sterling (Rudy) 9,1 1,24 
Misslitz, Don 10,24 
Moulton, Dale 5,23 
Nelson, Martin 9,10 
Neville, Joe 24 
Olson, Kenneth 24 
Pardue 21 
Peterson, Ralph 10,11 24 
Radke, Verril 1 0 
Reinhardt, Bruce 19 
Reinhardt, Charles 17 
Richards, Art 24 
Robinson, Clarence 25 
Rock, Bruno 9, 11 
Rock, Herman 10,11 , 13,14,24 
Rendell E. 2,7 
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Rendell W. 2,7 
Rosonke, Brad 19 
Rossow, W.A.(Bill) 9,11,12,18 
Ruppert. G. W .. 5 
Samuelson, Ed 3,9,10,24 
Samuelson, Maurice 3, 14,22,24 
Saunders, LA Verne G. 24 
Saunders, Thomas E. 3,6, 10,22 
Scandanavian Church 2, 7 
Schinkel, Herman (Boots) 24 
Schley, Bernard 24 
Schley, Marvin 6,24 
Schlichting, Orville 6,18,21 ,22 
Schwan, Sheldon 2 
Schwan, Steve 2 
Sebring Wm. (Tusch) 10,11 
Shrine Circus 22 
Shunkwiler, Earl 3,6 
Solberg, Ed 9,11 ,24 
Sopp, Albert 25 
Stange, Arlan 18 
Stange, Gerhard C. (Sting) 9,11 
Stange, Kent 18 
Stange, Leland 3,6, 17, 18,19,21 ,22,23 
Stange, Paul 24 
Stange, Verlin 6,23 
Streen, Ted 24 
Talvstad, Harry 24 
Taylor, Henry A. 9 
Taylor, Richard A. 17 
Time Capsule 18 
Wanttie, Gerald 6,17, 18,19,21 ,23 
Wanttie, Tom 18 
Walking, Lawrence ii,ll 
Wiedenbach, Robert 9.ii 
Wood, Ervin 10,11 ,24 
Wood,Harold 24 
Young, Don 24 
Young, Wade 19 
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POST NO. 207 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

STRATFORD SO 

I pledge aUegiance to tbe Oag of the United States of America 

and to the Republic for whicb it stands, 0 n e na ti 0 n under GOO, 

indivisible, 
• t• 

with uberty and JUS ICe for all. 

:tOOl 



YEAR BOOK OF 

POST NO. 207 
~ 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

STRATFORD SD 

1-1-2001 TO 12-31-2001 

BY: THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

HISTORIAN 



INTRODUCTION 

This 2001 history of Post 207, Stratford, SD, is the second of Post 

histories written. The first was written for the year 2000. In this issue more effort 

was made to identify those memb·ers involved in the various Post functions 

including photographs of those eyents. A Post project for the year 2002 will be 

an attempt to identify, and properly honor, those Civil War and Spanish 

American War Veterans who may be buried in the three cemeteries visited by 

Post 207 on Memorial Day. 

Post records for the years ~21-1946 are sadly missing. This has created 

a great loss of raw data of the Posr's aims and goals during a very tumultuous 

time in this country's history, viz. sto~k market crash of 1929, Depression, and 

dust bowl days, etc. 

This Post invited the public to attend the Veteran's Day dinner and 

speech. A large number of those in the community, including school kids; were 

in attendance and expressed a strong interest in the history of Post 207 and 

those individuals from the area who made up the membership rolls over the 

years. 

Post 207 will continue to promote the aims of the American Legion as set 

forth in our Constitution, and to assist and promote community activities as 

warranted. 
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CONSTITUTION 

of 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DEPARTMENT 

of 

SOtf.TH DAKOTA 

I?REAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following 
purposes: 

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America 
and of the State of South Dakota; to maintain law and order; to foster and 
perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories 
and Incidents of our associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of 
individual obligation to the Community, the State and Nation; to combat the 
autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of 
might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to 
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and 
sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 
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ACTIVITIES POST 207 2001 

The annual stag party Was held in March with many from the community 

showing up and supporting our efforts. Approximately $1585.00 was earned to 

finance our various projects in the coming year. 

On 4/4/01 Thomas E. Saunders represented Post 207 at a presentation at 

the O.M. Tiffany grade school in Aberdeen. The school children had collected 

$900.00 to be given to the WW2 Memorial at Pierre. There were but one dozen 

WW2 veterans in attendance. 

On 4/6/01 Post 207 Firing Squad assisted at the funeral of our Comrade 
4 

Leland Stange. Those participating were; Sgt. @Arms Kenneth Jark; Color 

Guards Vern Prickett, Mike Hansen; Color Bearers Earl Shunkwiler, Keith 

Baggett; Firing Sqd. George Hansen Jr., Harley Hansen, Greg Milbrandt, 

Norman Lee; Chaplain Thomas Saunders. 

On 5/26/01, a regular meeting was held at the B&S Bar, and the following 

officers were elected for the next year: Commander Mike Hansen; Vice

Commander Duane Jark; Adjutant Vern Prickett; Chaplain Eugene Face, Athletic 

Director Earl Shunkwiler; Sgt.@ Arms Kenneth Jark; Historian Tom Sau_nders; 

Americanism George Hansen Jr.; Membership Greg Milbrandt Plans for 

Memorial Day were completed at this meeting. 

On 5/28/01 Legion Members and the Auxiliary Members joined by others 

from tfle,area, gathered at 8:00AM at the Stratford Community Hall to enjoy a 

breakfast of coffee, juice and rolls. Thereafter youngsters of the community 

__gavj patriotic readings, followed by singing of patriotic songs. They were 

directed by Korrie Face, the singing was accompanied on guitar by Kristi 

Brunes. 
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The event was opened with a pledge of allegiance to the Flag. Kenneth Jark 

Sgt. @Arms read the roll call of the dead. Thereafter the Firing Sqad proceeded 

to East Rendell , West Rendell (Oak Wood) and Scandanavian Lutheran 

cemeteries to perform the traditional Memorial Day service. At each cemetery 

the Sgt. @Arms read a roll call of the fallen comrades buried in that cemetery. 

Those making up the detail for 2001 were; Sgt. @ Arms Kenneth Jark; 

Chaplains Duane Jark & Jack Gubin ; Firing Squad Vern Prickett, Norman Lee, 

George Hansen, Tom Saunders; Color Guards Eugene Face, Herman Lier; 

Color Bearers Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange. 

The following is a picture of members present on Memorial Day 2001 . 

Back Row L toR: Herman Lier, Earl Shunkwiler, Eugene Face, Tom Saunders, 
Jack Gubin, Dick Ellingson, Norman Lee 

Front Row L toR: George Hansen Jr., Vern Prickett, Duane Jark, Kenneth Jark, 
Verlin Stange. 
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East Rondell , Memorial Day 2001 

West Rondell , Memorial Day 2001 
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Scandinavia Church Cemetery, Memorial Day 2001 
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Memorial Day is the traditional start of South Dakota Boys State, which 

has been held at Northern State University since 1941. Those former Boys 

Staters who were in attendance at Stratford on 5/28/01 are depicted below 

together with the year of their attendance. 

Left to Right: John Ellingson (1980); Thomas E. Saunders (1942); 
Eugene Face (1950); Kenneth Jark (1948); Duane Jark (1958); 
Lloyd Jark (1946); Jack Gubin (1951) 
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Post 207, in 2001 , was able to sponsor 3 candidates for Boys 

State. We had members of the community attending Groton and Warner high 

schools and one home schooled. Those whom we sponsored were Jason 

Williams son of Marc & Kathy Williams (home schooled), Dustin Schley son of 

Jerry & Jaci Schley Groton HS, and . Dale (AI) Ryckman son of AI and lnel 

Ryckman Warner High School. 

Community Donations 

' ' 

During the year 2001, Post 207 made the following cash contributions: 
~ 

$100.00 City of Stratford toward concession stand expense 

$50.00 to Warner school for gym floor expense 

$50.00 to Warner PSCN for Prom Party 

$315.00 State Legion for Boys State 

$400.00 to improve tractor pull area (Dirt work) 

$25.00 to City of Stratford toward hot water heater 
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4th of July, 2001 
' I 

The 4th celebration of 2001 coincided with the Stratford High Schooi "AII Class 

Reunion." An afternoon parade has held with Post 2071eading the parade with 

the Colors. Those making up the Color Guard were Gregg Milbrandt (Saudi), 

Earl Shunkwiler (Vietnam), Thomas E. Saunders (WW2), and Harley Hansen. 
~ 

Post 207 had also entered a float il'l the parade which was pulled by Sgt.@ 

Arms Kenneth Jark. Those riding the float were Herman Lier, Vern Prickett and 

Duane Jark. Eugene Face rode on his class float. Thereafter a community 

picnic was held at the Stratford ball park. This was followed by a play put on by 

youth in the community, followed by old fashioned games for the kids, and that 

followed by a Fireworks display put on by the Volunteer Fire Department. An 

Old fashioned 4th of July. 
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Tractor Pull 

On Sunday 9/23/01 Post 207 sponsored a tractor pull at the Stratford ball 

park. A large crowd of pullers were in attendance together with many 

spectators. The Post operated a concession stand made a profit of $582.40 

from this venture. Members assisting in this function were Vern Prickett, Earl 

Shunkwiler, Pat Hansen, Tom Saunders, Jack Gubin, Harley Hansen and Duane 

Jark. 

Gun Vault 

Nancy Stange, widow of Leland Stange, supra, donated $300.00 

memorial money to Post 207 for whatever we thought appropriate. The 

Membership decided a much needed gun vault/storage case should be secured 

and this was done. A presentation of this vault was made at the public dinner on 

Veterans Day 11/11/2001. A picture of Nancy with her two sons is shown below. 

Also shown are Tom Saunders and Duane Jark. 
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Veterans Day 

Together with the American Legion Auxiliary, Post 207 held a potluck 

supper at the Community Hall, Stratford on 11/11/2001. The entire community 

was invited to attend this event and after a delicious supper, Post Adjutant Vern 

Prickett, acting as master of Ceremonies, introduced all Legion members in 

attendance. Each member identified the Branch of Service they served in as 

well as the time frame of their service. Kristi Brunes directed the audience in the 

singing of patriotic songs. Ned Dixon, a member of the 1936 Champion baseball 

team in attendance, was introduced to the group and related some facts 

concerning the final game at Pierre. 

Historian, Thomas E. Saunders then made some comments about the 

history of the Post, and spent some time commenting on those members from 

WW2 who were considered a part of the "greatest generation" as depicted in 

Brokaw's book. 

Vern Prickett- Thomas E. Saunders 
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The following is a group shot of those Post Members in attendance on 

11/11/2001 . 

Standing L toR: Jack Gubin, Verlin Stange, Duane Jark, Eugene Face, Kenneth 
Jark, Richard Ellingson, Gerald Wanttie, Thomas E. Saunders, 
George (Pat) Hansen Jr., Korinne Face 

Seated L toR: Orville Schlichting, Marvin Schley, Vern Prickett 

Christmas Party 

The last event for the Post in 2001 was to participate, with the Auxiliary in 

a Christmas party for the youth of the area, which followed a potluck supper. 
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APPENDIX A 

Legion Address Book - Members1 

1 Member # Coot Yrs Last name First name. Positioo H Phooe. ~ 

200528453 9 BAGGETT KEITH 395-6541 STRATFORD 
100213451 30 BARTZ RANDALL 701-227-0675 DICKINSON 

201917264 3 BRUNES ADAM 395-6433 STRATFORD 

201917263 3 BRUNES WENDY 395-6433 STRATFORD 
201794715 3 DAVIS JAY 397-8133 GROTON 

103283087 49 ELLINGSON RICHARD 225-1821 ABERDEEN 

103283088 56 ERDMANN LYNN 983-5372 APACHE JUNCTION 

103281850 54 ERICKSON CLARENCE 395-6631 GROTON 

103283089 38 FACE EUGENE CHAPLIN 395-6608 STRATFORD 

202011488 2 FACE KORRINE 395-6911 STRATFORD 

103283092 43 GUBIN RONALD {JAC!$} AMERICANISM OFFICER 395-6964 STRATFORD 

200560375 9 HANSEN HARLEY CHILDREN & YOUTH OFFICER 395-6928 STRATFORD 

103283093 28 HANSEN MICHAEL COMMANDER 229-4452 ABERDEEN 

,.-- 201350145 6 HANSEN JR GEORGE {PAD SERVICE OFFICER 226-2348 STRATFORD 

103279920 13 HANSON ROBERT 226-1211 ABERDEEN 

34 1 JARK DAVID 541-582-8190 ROGUE RIVER 

103283094 30 JARK DUANE VICE COMMANDER 395-6549 STRATFORD 

103280049 46 JARK KENNETH SGTOFARMS 225-0510 ABERDEEN 

103283096 23 KURTZ DAVID 395-6478 STRATFORD 

33 1 LEE NORMAN 229-5507 WARNER 

202073561 2 LIER HERMAN 229-5724 ABERDEEN 

202073560 2 MILBRANDT GREG 395-6515 GROTON 

202073561 2 MOULTON DALE 225-2725 ABERDEEN 

200724790 8 PRICKETT VERN ADJUTANT 395-6911 STRATFORD 

103280460 20 SAUNDERS THOMAS HISTORIAN 229-5349 ABERDEEN 

103280482 48 SCHLEY MARVIN 225-1739 ABERDEEN 

103283098 21 SCHLICHTING ORVILLE 395-6521 STRATFORD 

103283099 11 SHUNKWILER EARL ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 382-5879 STRATFORD 

201471825 5 STANGE VERLIN MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 395-6419 STRATFORD 

103283101 28 WANTTIE GERALD 225-8512 ABERDEEN 
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VETERANS DAY 

APPENDIX B 

VETERANS DAY 

. . 11-11-2001 

POST 207 STRATFORD SO 
I . 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

POST HISTORIAN 

~ 
To honor ALL Veterans who have served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, Viz., Army, Navy, Air Corp, Coast Guard, Marines and 
Nurse Corp of all branches. 

Origin The close of hostilities of World War 1, the lith hour of the lith 
month of 1918. 

WWI =Total 9 million casualties 

USA= 116,000 KIA 

USA entered WW11917 

1st Armistice Day 11-11-1918 

Canada "Remembrance Day" same date 

George Honey, Australian, suggested a period of 2 min 
silence at the lith hour and that was adopted by all countries. 

Congress 1954, changed the name to Veterans Day and made 
it a legal holiday. 

BORN OFWWI 

American Legion Hamilton Fish, co-founder very active in founding of 

Legion 

Tomb of Unknown Soldier Fish et al on 3/4/1921 petitioned Congress 
to treate the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 1st body was interred 11-
11-1921 with one from each major conflict since. 

OTHER VETERANS GROUPS 

Grand Army of the Republic. (GAR) Civil War Vets (North) 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Spanish American War 
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WHY DO WE NEED ARMED FORCES 

John Masters in :his Book, Bugels & Tigers states, "An Army exists- to 
advance by force, or threats of force, civil policies that cannot be 
advanced by civil methods." 

French & Indian War 

Revolutionary War 

2nd War with England 

War with Mexico 

Civil War 

Indian Wars 

Spanish American-Phillipines 

Occupation of Cuba 

C.:hina (Boxer Rebellion) 

EARLY COMPAIGNS 
I 

1754-63 

1775-1783 

1812 

1846-1848 

1861-1865 

Westward Movement to 1890s 

1898 

1898-1902 

1900-1901 

Mexican Border (Pancho Villa) 1911-1917 

MODERN WARS ERA 

WW1 4-16-1917 to 11-11-1918 

WW2 12-1-1941 tol2-31-1946 

Korea 6-25-1950 t, 1-31-1955 

Vietnam 2-28-1961 to 5-7-7195 

Lebanon-Grenada 8-24-1982 to 7-31 -1984 

Panama 12-20-1989 to 1-31-1990 

Persian Gulf 8-29-1990 to Now 

Terrorism 9-11-2001 to Now 
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POST 207 HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS 

National Hdq. of the American Legion on 2-14-21 issued a Charter to Post 
207 Stratford S.D. The Charter Members identified on the Charter were: Harry 
Ward Ashford, Paul Henry Bro~n , Robert J. Carr, Joseph Alexander Coleman, 
Dennis F. Daly, Harry E. Falk, Rdllie S. Hartwell, Rolfe Harris Hesketh, Sterling 
Francis Misseii ,*Bruno Rock, **Gerhard Charles Stange, Harold Taylor, 
Lawrence Walking, Robert Wiedenbach. 

*Andy Burke, age 95 (2001) informed as a young man he had worked in 
the Ford franchise garage operated by Bruno Rock and a brother 
Herman. New vehicles were shipped in crates via the M& StL RR and 
assembled in Stratford. The model Twas assembled with the shipping 
crates used as floorboar~ for the cars. They would then place the 
vehicle in the back of the garage, near the Presbyterian Church, jack up 
a rear wheel and run the engine a short time to loosen it up. 

**In the summer of 2000, while assisting In identifying members of a 
1933 circa Stratford baseball team, Hubert Stange identified Gerhart 
Charles "Sting" Stange as a member of that team. He was the son of 
Fred Stange and had brothers Art, Oscar, Eric, Theodore and Fred Jr. 
This family lived on the farm that is now occupied by Gary McNeil. 

State Hdq. Watertown provided the 1921 Roster of Post 207 as follows: 
Harry W. Ashford, Sigrud Amston, Marvin Anderson, Paul H. Brown, 
Robert J. Carr; Joseph Coleman, Charles Gabert, Vivian Criner, Dennis 
F. Daly, Walter B. Ester, Harry Falk, Leroy Fuller, William N. Jark, 
Sterling Mlssell, Alex Minn, v.g. McCleary, Martin Nelson, Bruno Rock, 
W.A. Rossow, Gerhard C. Stange, Edw. Samuelson, Edw. Solberg, 
Henry Taylor, Robert Wiedenbach, Lawrence W~lking, George W. 
Burke, Rollie Hartwell and Rolfe H. Hosketh. 
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POST 207 ACTIVITIES OVER THE YEARS 

1. Memorial Day Ceremqnies at area cemeteries 

2. Providing firing squad for Veteran's funerals 

3. Parading the Colors and .,participating in local 4th of July celebrations. 

4. Since 1941 sponsoring qualified students to attend Boys State 
I . 

5. The placing of a time capsule near basket ball courts on 7/5/1981 

6. 1961 Pheasant and rabbit drives 

7. Horse shows at Stratford 

8. Currently sponsoring tractor pulls at Stratford 

" 9. Donating funds and time to worthy causes in the Stratford Community. 

10. Youth activities. (Baseball and other activities) 

The Stratford area has historically been very active in baseball. 
Kenneth Jark, current Sgt. of Arms, for many years was active in youth 
baseball, coaching, etc. In 1936 the Stratford Post team defeated the 
Aberdeen team by a score of 17-1 , with the right to represent the Region 
in the State Tournament at Pierre. A photo of that team was among the 
personal effects of Earl & Mary Saunders. With the help of Ned Dixon, 
Gordon Gerharter and Harry E. (Bud) Ashford, all members of the team 
were identified. 

Ned Dixon advised they were defeated 5-3 by Winner. He said they were 
doing well until a Winner batter hit a line drive inside the 1st base line; the 
hit then went out of bounds and under some cars parked along the foul 
line. The right fielder had trouble finding the ball under the cars, and the 
Winner runners were advancing, gaining the runs that beat Stratford. It 
was also rumored that Marvin Dunker and Kenneth Olson, after the game, 
were sought by the Pierre Police Department for allegedly having come 
into possession of some beer. They were never caught. 

There follows a copy of Newspaper article about Post 207 
defeating the Aberdeen team. and a picture if the team with all members 
identified. 
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- .l\1oncJay, July lU, 1!1~b 

Stratford Drubs City Post Nine 
In ·Final, 1_7· To 1 

.BARRAGE OF HITS 
abo a 

GIVES LAIRD TEAM 
STATE MEET POST~r'IM'-t"~~~ 

-~· d'·,·~" ~-~ ;:.~~ 
(Soeelal to The Eve" l"a New•) 

STRATFO RD-'l'he Stratrord Jun
it•r haaeb&.U t•am went ttn a tiltlt:· 

S:in~ 1.\mpage here Sunda)' to ttt lu:· 
tho Db:trict 14 championship, rout
tm; Aberdeen, 11 to 1. tn the finll!ti , 
B.ft<'r comtng rt"om behind to bt:tt 
th• Olronc Columbl:t loam. IS to 7, 
Jn 1 he aeml-flnals. Abe1~deen ou"tcd 
ll o•mer, 1-3, to win th• rll;ht to 
play ln the 4ecJdJng encounter. 

Tho vJctory gave Strat(ord a berth 
1h the et&te tournament l.O be play. 
ed a.t PJerre Ju)}· 31, Augu11t 1 a.nd 
t . The eha.mpfonahlp team Ia oc>ach· 
ed by Vlrd•n Laird. 

Trails Columbia, 5-% 
Rt:ratrord traJied Columbia. 5 to ~ 

aJttr tour lnn1ngs ot thQ ~emJ-fln:tt 
tray when & eomblnatJon ot base 
bhs and eoaUy error-a flltattnd th~ 
n l)w champion• on thtir JtC(lt'ing 

aprt-e-. They c::ounted ebc run• '" the 
nrth, adtl'"d flvo more Jn the ~ixtn 
antJ capped Jt ott wllb a pair of 
counten In the seventh, 

The: anlurgo carried Q\'er Into tht 
A l.erdEen encounter and the Hub 
C ity team trn.ll~d. 10·0, when 1~ went 
to bat In the la.st of the third In· 
n lnJf. 

Svme Cood pltchin.- by Smith an~ 
'l\·e~ttrOeld featur-ed Abcrdetn•• tr!· 
um ph over Hostner. The Bub "':lty 
boyt scored two r une ln each o r the 
flrH thrco Snntngs, giving them a.JJ 
the counters they required. Ver-n 
X Per ha4 a. .Ptrrect da.y at bat wJUl 
~~:a~o stogies. Hosmer gOl only ..ftvo 

Sine Hit Safely 
Xlne oC 10 Stratford players bl~ 

lmfely agnlnst Columbia whh 'Mc
Ca ug hey geulng a ~rlple and t\4:'0 
J<iinJ:Ies to IE".ad lh'! wat. ColumbJ:t 
cr·m rlbuted nlnt eJ·ror~. 

Ol~on and F&C<! led the balling 
Ff"!rf'e agaJnJIIt .Aberd~n mnunds· 
nHm. OJ~on wnJk~d once and wu 
hot by a pitched ball. marktur the 
only llmeft ho s topped at firsl. bufl. 
I u hla other tour trtps to the plat· 
tt·r ho got. t'\\'O doub1e~t. a trtp)& aNd 
n hom~run, hl.s Cour·bag;e-a comtoc 
tn the firth with one on ba.ae, Ht 
t•n.t ted in IJ[x runs and acored eix 
t'I'IHre. 

Face had two triples and two 
~in~lcs JN l'llx tfmt:s UlJ. 

Aberdeen coll~c<ed 10 hils ott :-iert 
J>J xon, fot·mer Centrnl hls-h ,choo) 
h <J rJrr, but lhty were all afng'ea 
ftnd lG Hub Cit)• b:u~c runner:J " \'*"'l't' 

l"il atranded. StraUord play~d briJ· 
lhnt hell In the tleld while Ab(ortleo.-n 
, ... mmf~ted lle\'Cn error1S. 

• _,llm!Mr p ' 2 •• l 
, ~# V. Wa&.dld p l 0 ~~ 

T0<a10 .ii;;~ TOW.. na2ii 
!:::.a ·4:::::::::::::::::::m ~:: :=; 
~een 1. Hoc::mu '- TwO baM 

hJ&.-tADihan.. Hom.e ru.n-t.ulpn. Double 
ptay-N,.&ro~a -.....s..tcd. IAt\ oa. buu 
-Aber6eal ~ ...... 6.. ..... OG ~ 
OfOI& t, Bm.llll S, Woot.rllet4 t. 8tr!U
ou~ t. Wea&a1\dd I. O.rou L 

S&.ra.tlocd. a 11 0 J ODl1uDlJrla a b 0 • 
OlNa. d " 2 I Mania • 3 1 0 2 
t.ut.e d 0 • 1 V1cbn 2b J J 0 J 
.Pace p I 12 hMr Jb..d 4220 
l'loa.n Jb 1 2 c t a.dl: 1b t o t o 
M:~a."be:y rf I I J Cka.ce p.-Jb..a 4 0 2 2 
Bhrkec. 52518\obrcl 3!SO 
Dayton :lb 4 1"4 tDap 1t .C J 10 
Du:ottt a • 2 1 2 Pnmtr c • o 1 o 
Sn.r,ta4 A I 0 J Pod.oU rf 1 •1 0 0 
Ouh.a.Tter U J 1 0 Wahl Jb 1 0 0 0 -..... ........ 

p-.. 0000 

Totab fO i,-zi ~ Tot&.ta u 1 21 1 
Stratford ••••••••ouou oo .. 000 256 J-15 
COIU.blb.la ••••••••••••••••• , 101 30'2 o-? 

&rrot'a-8traUOr4 t. Oolu.m):)J.a t. Two 
b&u hJta--1"1.QQ..a. Konil .• Pea.er. nree 
ban blU-oOla:en, .Mc.aurhe-t• Ldt on bue3 
--8-&.rat!ord 8, Oolu.mbla 4. 8lu.u on b&.1lt. 
-ora.ee J, S<.batma.maa ~ PKt I. Strlke--
ooLI---Gnu &. Pu.e J. 

Stra.t!ord. a h 
0 

J A.budu.o. • b. 
0 

a 

ObOD d" 4 4 0 ~Le.Dlban 2b S '2 1 '2 

Pact'-b ICt~~Ze:rrN 311J' P'1o&o lb I 0 1 KaJ4UD&D d ( 1 0 0 
lltoOa'b<r d I 1 00 tAUpo p I t 0 3 
Bbt'U c C 1 12 1 B. W•lTOd 
Dw>locr R> •• t t J.b.R> ' 0 t • 
Su.r'lt.a4• 4 0 0 ~ rf 'tOO 
Lukalt 20008olberl 1100 
o.r~>Nw 1t ••• Bm.lu.""" •••• DUoa.p tl21 eet c 11160 

· Ya-u t teo 
l(&ymab. l.b 1 1 • 0 
IICllc lb s t • t 
V. W•Uflct p 2 f • 1 

- .. ii 21 ~ TD4&Io 1'1 io i-i1i 
..,....,_. ............. ..... IU Olf .,_n 
~ .. .......... . .... 001 QOO ooo- t 

Krror.-A.budcen '1, Sttallord 1. TWo 

-~2.--D.r<ehl~. P&Ctl 2, Ehrke. Rom• ruo.-
Oboa... LoR OD ~A.budMD' 11. 8trat.-

~~W!m~ ~- ~~x~ll~ 
Lut.&e.n '1, Wqted!eld 5. Ump.lr....,_We'D- • 
Der, llc.l!ta.cue &.!:US boz.. . .1 
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Back Row: Marvin Dunker, Ned Dixon, Eug.en,e Svarstad, Kenneth Johnson, Orval Westby, Alan Eerke, Albert Face 
Kenneeth Olson, Raymond Floan 

Front Row: Bill Rossow, Marvin Luke, Ray Dayton , Gordon Gerharter, Mathew Rawlings, Harry E. (Bud) Ashford , 
Bob McCoyghey, Verdon Laird 



State involvement 

Brown County 

Draft Boards 

THE GREATEST GENERATION WW2 

I 

. 64,560 enlisted or inducted 

2,200 paid supreme sacrifice 

Population 

Total Service 

Drafted 

t!nlisted 
• 

% of population 

Stratford 

Warner 

Verdon 

Groton 

1940 
29676 

3309 

1735 

1527 

11.2% 

C.L. Pardun 

T.E.Neiger 

1945 
29317 

RA. Mathieu 

Charles Lundberg 

WHERE WERE YOU ON 12/7/1941 

Data set forth above set forth in South Dakota in World War 11. 
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STRATFORD AREA VETERANS WW2 

~2-6-41 TO 12-31-46 

Stratford High School Graduates 

Class 1933 

Class of 1934 

Class of 1935 

Class of 1936 

Class of 1937 

Class of 1938 

Class of 1939 

Class of 1940 

Class of 1942 

Class of 1943 

Class of 1944 

Class of 1945 

Other-area-Veterans 

. Rudolph Bartz, Naval Officer, Joliet, IL 

Joseph Bunsness 
1 

Gordon Schlick- Armed Forces Doctor }Yo 

Vernon Gerharter- Bethesda Home, 
Aberdeen-saw actionS. Pacific 

Melvin Schley-Deceased 

~lifford Moulton-deceased 
Harvey Erickson-deceased 
Raymond Floan, Toppinish, WA 
Gail Brimmerman, Manhattan IL 

Mathew Rawlings, deceased 
Kenneth Olson, deceased 
Ervin Wood , deceased (POW) 
Kermit Schley, Sun City, AZ I C 
Vernon Misslitz, Aberdeen, S.D. 

Jack Stewart, Vermillion, SO 

Donald Misslitz, deceased 
Dale Dayton, Aberdeen, SO 

Earl (Dick) McNeil , Warner, SO 
Clarence Erickson, Groton, SO 
Knolen Face, Forrest Lake, MN 
Thomas E. Saunders, Aberdeen, SO 
Raymond Schley, Burbank, Cal. 

Robert Rock, Fairmont, MN 

Marvin Schley, Aberdeen, SO .h'C) 

Kenneth Bunsness 
Marcus Bunsness 
Eugene Cramp 
Earl Dayton 
Robert Dayton 
Dale Dunker 
Wallace Dunker 
Dick Erdman 
Lynn Erdman 
George Floan 
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Stratford 

Melvin Floan 
Lloyd Larson 
Curtis Misslitz 
Dale Moulton 
Veri Radke 
·Ralph Peterson 
Clarence Robinson 

' Maurice Samuelson 
Laverne G. Saunders 
Melvin A. Schley 
Orville Schlichting 
Floyd Stoltenberg 

AREA VETERANS KILLED IN ACTION 
' (KIA) 

0 

Scandanavian Comm. Albert Svarstad Lt. J.G. Navy 
Martin K. Westby, 1st Lt. Army 

Groton-Ferney 

Warner 

Brentford 

Conde 

Brown County 

Vern C Insley PFC, USMC Buried at Sea 
Wallace E. Karnopp S1/c US Navy 

Telford Morgan, Ensign US Navy 

George A. Winters, S/Sgt. US Army 
Lynn B. Peterson 1st Lt. USArmy AF (Air Medal) 

None Known 

Army 
Navy 
usmc 

- 2L. -

45 
13 
7 

65 2.2% population of Brown Co. 



The awards break down into several fields which are set out below: 

Heroism 

Medal of Honor 

Distinguished 
Service Cross 

Navy Cross 
Silver Star 

Exceptional Service 

Distinguished Service 
Medal 

Legion of Merit 

Commehd~tion Ribbon 

Heroism and or Excep
tional Service 

Distinguished Flying Cross 

Bronze Star Medal 
Air Medal 

There are three other medals which are fairly common and which d not fall exactly 
within the above classifications. These are the Soldiers Medal, given for heroism but 
not involving an actual enemy, as fo~xample , a heroic rescue from drowning of 
anyone but not in thee presence of an enemy. Navy and Marine Corps Medal, "for 
heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy" and the Purple Heart, revived in 
1932 and given retroactively to men who had received a combat wound and given in 
World War II to men who were combat wounded or posthumously to men killed in 
action or who died of wounds so received. 

During the war it was obvious that the Air Corps, with its Air Medal, given basically 
for participation or "being there" on a flight or designated number of flights whether 
unusual efficiency was demonstrateed or unusual danger encountered was "putting 
out" medals in great numbers while the doughboys had to do something of great 
individual merit to be recognized. Thus the "combat infantryman's badge" was invented 
to give the foot soldier a like prestige for "being there". Since the end of the war this 
badge has been recognized as the equivalent of a "Bronze Star" but unfortunately has 
been listed infrequently on discharge certificates so that "of record" its existance is hard 
to ascertain or authenticate. All of these facts are set out as an introduction to the 
selected lists of men decorated that the non-military public may be better acquainted 
both with the medals and the methods of awarding them. 

Above from South Dakota in World War II. 
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South Dakota in World War II, pages 509 & 502 contained the following: 

Awarded the Silver Star 
, 

ERDMAN, ;LYNN, 37 144 307, Tech. 4th Grade, Spink Co.: 

"lh Germany 20th November 1944, T/4 Erdman engaged in ~rying survey 
control In_a extensive system of enemy defenses * * * front !.l~peman of this 
survey party stepped on a mine which blew away both feet, ):>n6 ;Qf his fingez:s 
and broke both legs. * * .* * Erdman disregarding warnings of the wounded man 
not to prece.-~d, crawled tbward him, probing his way with <A small· knife and 
reaching the wounded man carried him to safety" · ·. · 

Selflessness goes hand i:r;1 hand with humanitarianism and any soldier who 
has seen a comrade killed in a mine field Erdman's action knows the determina
t.ion 1~ t,~Jo· •?ffect this rescue. 

v 

SAUNDERS, LAVERNE G., 
0-17 285, Brigadier General, Aberdeen 

"for extraordinary heroism and dis
tinguished service in the line of his 
profession while in command of a 
group of bombers and fighters during 
the raid on Japanese shipping in the 
Buin-Tonolei at·ea on Novem.ber 18th, 
1942. In the face of severe anti-aircraft 
and enemy fighter opposition Colonel 
Saunders successfully led his planes 
in a clarin·g daylight bombing raid on 
enemy shipping. At least two 1,000-lb. 
bomb hits were scored on enemy Yes
sels and twelve enemy aircraft were 
destroyed. After his O\.vn aircraft was 
badly damaged and it became neces
sary to land his plane in enemy ter
ri tory, he skillfully accomplished a 
water landing near shore, thereby per· 
mitting the remaining members of his 
crew to t•each safety. His brilliant 
leadership and his will and determina
tion to seek out a-nd destroy the enemy 
were in keeping with the highest tra
dition of the service." 

General Saunders who was later 
most seriously wounded, resulting in 
a crippling injury, was perhaps South 

Dakota's most decorated individual. In addition to the Navy Cross 
given by a sister service he was cited for the Distinguished Service 
medal for action of July 31st, 1942; Legion of Merit for services in 1943 
as a staff officer; Silver Star for gallantry in action, July 31st, 1942; Air Medal 
for the period March to September, 1944; Distinguished Flying Cross for exploits 
of October 12th and 13th, 1942, and he also was cited for the Bronze Star. General 
Saunders piloted the first ]:>ombardment airplane in World War II on December 
7th, 1941. He was first wounded on November 18, 1942 and was in one of the first 
missions against Japan on June 14th, 1944, against the Imperial Iron and Steel 
Works at Yawata. Wounded again on September 18th, 1944, his injuries were s o 
sever as to require hospitalization for some eighteen months. 
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(Close) 

"GOD must have loved the common man, he made so many of them_ But it is 

uncommon men and women, who when Nations get in danger, as they invariably 

do, must come to the fore and lead." 

Abraham Lincoln 
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APPENDIX C 

Leland Gale Stange ~ 
Leland Gale Stange, 

59, Aberdeen, died 
Monday, April 2, 2001 
at his residence. His 
funeral service will be 
Friday, April 6, 2001 
at 10:00 am at 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
Churc h , 1 6 2 0 
Milwaukee Ave., NE, 
A1)erdeen, with Rev. Allan 
Schoonover officiating. Burial 
will be at Sunset Memorial 
Gardens, Aberdeen under the 
direction of Miller-Huebl 
Funeral Home, 1111 S. Main 
St., Aberdeen. Military 
graveside rites will b e 
conducted by the Stratford 
American Legion Post No. 207. 

Funeral home visitation will 
be Thursday from 11:00 am to 
7:00 pm (with family being 
present starting at 6:00 pm) . A 
public prayer ser'Vice will be 
held at the funeral home at 
7:00 pm on Thursday. There 
will also be visitation one hour 
prior to the service at the 
chuch on Friday. 

Leland Gale Stange was 
born February 15, 1942 to 
Ewald and Edna M. (Reber) 
Stange at Aberdeen, SD. He 
attended grade school in 
Stratford, SD and graduated 
from Bath High School in 
1960. He then joined the Army 
National Guard in 1963 and 
was honorably discharged on 
December 9, 1969. 

He married Nancy Swenson 
on May 13, 1967 at Aberdeen, 
SD. In 1970, he began farming 
and ran a dairy operation near 
Stratford, SD where he and 
his family lived. In 1982 they 
moved · to Groton and he 
continued to farm. He later 
moved to Aberdeen and 
continued actively farming 
with his two sons. 

Leland was a member of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
the Aberdeen Family YMCA 
and the Stratford American 
Legion. He served as Director 

of the West Central 
Holstein Association 
and was a Board 
Director of the Ferney 
Farmers Elevator. 

H e enjoyed 
snowmobiling, fishing, 
bunting, collecting 
John Deere toys and 
car racing. He also 

enjoyed visiting with his 
friends and spending time with 
his family. He will always be 
remembered for l!is unending 
wit and humor. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Nancy of Aberdeen, SD; two 
sons,. Darin Stange of Stratford, 
SD and Douglas and Vied 
Stange and their daughter 
Alexandra of Groton, SD; and 
three brothers, Dennis Stange · 
of Brandon, SD and Verlin 
Stange and Gary Stange, both 
of Stratford, SD. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and one sister. 

Casketbearers will be Terry 
Stange, Jerry Stange, Brenda 
Hall, Allison Fritz, Heather 
Fritz, Scott Kampa, Laura Jark 
and Mike Lonneman. 

Honorary casketbearers will 
be Pastor Allan and De 
Schoonover, Duane and Terrill 
Lenling, Duane and Mary Jane 
Jark, Connie and Allen Hoeft, 

· Jack and Maggie Oliver, Milt · · 
and Mary Ellen Ehresmaon, · 
Don and Carolyn Lang, Rick 
and Lynn Reber, Dick Rossow, 
Joan Walter, Pat and lrvin 
Lonneman, Helen and Leo 
Bauer, Rich and Mary Jane 
Entwisle, Harold and May · · 
Pardew, Ray and Gayle Miller 
and MarleneJark. . 

Memorials are preferred to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
1620 Milwaukee Avenue NE, 
Aberdeen, SD 57401, The 
YMCA, 420 S. Lincoln St, 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 or the 
Stratford American Legion, 220 
East McLeod Avenue, 
Stratford, SD 57474. 
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APPENDIX D 

EARLY HISTORY OF POST 207 

ELDERKIN P. ASHFORD STORY 

Mrs. Terril Schuman Lenling had provided a 1921 photo of the 

membership of Post 207, taken in front of the Ashford house SW of Stratford and 

near Rondell Park. These men were wearing their WWI uniforms. Few men 
I . 

were identified, those being Ward Ashford , Bill Jark, Sigrud Annston, Ed 

Samuelson and Bruno Rock. An unidentified civilian was holding the US and 

Post Flags. 

Later, Marilyn Wilke Gramley furnished a copy of the Stratford HS 
~ 

newspaper "The Saga," dated May•15, 1952 which contained the following 

paragraph. "The steel liberty post which stands at the East end of Main Street 

was erected during the first years ot'World War 1. It was upon this post that 

Elderkin P. Ashford, a Veteran of the Civil War, hoisted the American Flag 

during the patriotic demonstration. The auction which was held at this time 

netted 18 hundred dollars of which five hundred dollars in cash was donated. All 

money was given to the Red Cross. 

Harry E. (Bud) Ashford , while visiting this area in the Fall of 2001 , 

identified the civilian , holding the unfurled flags in the picture of 1921 taken in 

front of the Ashford house as his grandfather Elderkin P. Ashford. 

The Alexander Mitchell Library has indices of those buried in the various 

cemeteries in Brown County SD. The records show that Elderkin P. Ashford had 

died 8-22-1931 and was buried at Oakwood Cemetery (West Rondell). He had 

come to Rondell Twp. in 1892. During the Civil War he was a sergeant in 

Company A, 23rd Iowa Infantry. Besides being an honorary member of the 

American Legion Post of Stratford, he was a member of the GAR, Grand Army of 

the Republic, Des Moines Iowa. 

Mr. Ashford had three sons who resided at Rondell residence, Fred, 

Frank and Ward. Frank Ashford is the famous artist whose works were 

displayed in the Brown County Museum during 2001 . Ward is the father of Bud 

Ashford and moved to Oregon during the dirty thirties - depression times. Fred 
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remained on the farm until his death. The farm site was once occupied by 

Richard Francolli and is curref1tly being restored by its current owner. 

Dr. Art Buntin, in his 2001 book James River Landscapes Historic Brown 

County Sites contains the followir;~g, "Randell became noted for its observance of 

Decoration or Memorial Day. The Daily News of June 6 1892, reported 

Rondellites and people of nearby t~wns observed Decoration Day at Oakwood 

Cemetery where they focused on the grave of E.P. Rose. Recitations and choir 

singing followed the grave ceremony; then the people moved to Humphrey's hall 

where Aberdeen's Reverend Knight spoke." "By 1898 America had veterans of 
~ 

the Spanish American War to hone)( as well as the Civil War. This added an 

even more serious and patriotic tone to the 1898 event." "Traditionally, three 

sites were involved: the hall (Humptirey), the Oak Grove Cemetery which was 

about a mile from the Randell bridge, and Humphrey's grove." "From the hall a 

procession formed to walk and to ride toward the cemetery. Early in the day for 

miles along the roadways teams streamed toward Humphrey's hall to be ready 

for the 10:30 AM procession. Warner and Ronde II school children led the 

procession, and behind them Aberdeen's Captain J.H. Hauser led the GAR 

members. Next walked the W.R.C. ladies followed by the Woodmen and others 

in carriages. They honored with flowers, wreaths and prayers, the Civil War and 

Spanish American War Veterans. The speaker of the day, Captain Hauser, had 

been staying at the home of E.P. Ashford, now a six year owner of the former 

Allen Star Farm." 
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I • IOEAI.. L~OlSLAT( It. . 0 0 :t~· •,ii~lti:th:i~~!t:b:e,.e o:i~<le~t I ~a otia. n~. ~ave no ear~ of th ~eeult: 
E .. P. Ashford or If>ndell, p~ blican ·, \ •· ': 8"_R8Pblilliialll •; ~d.BtOti .:/Cou~\~~: ! IQ edt~n~ h,• ~ ' to t~0.Jetate een01 J. \ 

11o~mee \for the state ~natef is a man ··:· .. h·~~~.,;to: re'Jjreeentjtllettflti th&-· · .!.f lv1U be ee ?f~m this t ~t Mr. 
· · wit~ a history a ned a tanda~d bearer ot ·~: · ~-~.~-~~-·¥~:~.~~·~'.:A~M~~ :c~theAC? . I. ··.: :~s to~d ~s a· an . ~hom the L pte .. of . 

who.m the p&rty has lg--·..::~ r"'a· on· to f-1 , · o eil:f~.l'~·a.-~_·,psem~!Cottbe·. famllt~ ·6f: Bro r1 cou J ·;ehould deliaht jhonor 
1 UVU , U , t;Q ·• ' tJ tl'r. '• 'a)i'{tf.mi''' \.' 1848 I" '' • (f bi8 I 

0 .T, ... 

·ful·{armers 1~ the co~~ty · .a?d a ban. of i ' .. : 1 -~~~ tiidt~~~~ .}lpt~i!:: , ~~~: . .i~ 1 1 . ~ ~r~~t~ .~h~ N~s ,hae1 e~ c_ient 
· exc~llent ?ueme.ea abthty !e.w q as h1gh . ~.. . . . •!'!!"!!: . . ,:· li~~t'-;· ·co d~nce 1? .th~tr}.~ .Judgme~ to.be· 
per~nal mt~gnty. l~e .. has eptendi~· :: - . ~;· W: .. . , 1~v . they w~l~- gtve 1m a. rousi~M 

1 
.a)or- 1 

--warJI ~ecord. besides . ~ndJs a. · ne repre· ·~ in · it od the 8th d y of Noveml>er 
-sen~tive of· the soldier· elem nt' in the : 
eo~~unitt. ·._He .enl~ste·. · in ~ mpany A i~ . 
<>f ihe Twenty-third Iowa I fantry in ; 
.A~et, 1882, and w~smuster outaa a_ 
sergeant·in July, 1SaS. He w e offered 

: a p~bmotion but decl,nad beca se· he 'did iiim ·: 1 ~ · 

~ . n~. il desire to eepara~e: .. ~rom 'the bo~e I 

f wat~ wbom he bad marched, _f ught and·: l r!t~~:a.c:~ .. uva 

· sul!ered eo long. During a1~this time ; 
., • j . 0 I I ~WU.IjAUJ!-CI 

·.he ~ever· bad a furlong~, but was con- . ... · .. 
·stan'tly on duty and ~'i:ticipa · d I~ every 
mar~h ot~ hie regimept~ His ~ischarge 
.eho*e he iook.part in t~e battl~e of Port 
Gihion,. Champion :. ·Hille; .. Milliken's 
.J;len~, . the ' .siege:·· o(, Vickeblurg; Fort 
E~anza:and Sp&ni!h . Fort,'=Atabama. 

· :.~hf1

1
1Iowa :State. -~~et~r~ p~blish~ at 

.. ~ Mol nee, w·here . h·e· tdade·lhla home 
~tor l.many J~t'Y', in tts· i9sue f the 7th 

botrim.,nts as follows' upo bl8 nomi
l ·~a~ ati4. 'gi~-~·._.him: ... t~lii· ~ 0- mmen<Ja:. 
. wo~l tO' the people ·or ·~ut!f . , kota: _[ . 
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\'{ednesday, i.Je(:~mber lU, UloO. 
' -

Capture Of Confederate 
· Colonel Atnong Highlights 

In Life Of Brown Countian - ..,. ________ _ 
B. P. A shford, Pioneer of Ron- Comes 1.0 ~onfh nallc•lll 

dell Townsh ip, Celebra tes ror se\'eral ~· l'ars l'r:~ · · ·" , ~9:, 
- 90{h Birfhdav ··~ wn l!' engaged' in pP. <'klu~ L'"";ne"1 

• il: Des Moine~;. 1 n the f11 ll or 1892 
Serl'ln;:; for three ~· ears In the 

LJ\'1) wa~. ca.sUn !) l:l9 flret ' 'Ole fo~ 
.~ '·raha.m Llm:oln for pr~5'1dent, 
!''f\'inr !n the 1< t.at e ieglslature, cap. 
l '.l t'ing a Cor. fE-dera te c·o:olon ~l slltt:le 
l ::;ndc·d ltrH.l ;:>ls~·lng a tnaJor part : 11 

t he· bu!Jd ln!; of the northwe:!'! are 
.i-:5: ;;. f~w o( the <bur..111c fn.:'ident.!l 
IJ; thC' hfe of r:. P, A;hfr.rd. p5:-nr~r 
...,, r:,."'J•<hdl 1C•"· n 5'h ~p ~·ho J\lo:~chy 
; · 'c.- !,:·;.tc·d hi!' 901.1': l:>ir lhday . 

,\ h.ilo :1gh bC•\\e6 !'ly the ~ .:rG~:l o: 
P~ ~ f'ar;o. M1· Ashford I s l': 1l! h:tie 
0 "~ h~a ny. His kt>en mine. ir ~rite 
r·' b is cr.·.·nnc~?d age, i ~ t · ·· '· -~ 
~ .,; i~b rb::l'lt'll l hcalih 1.• . . 'll r· l1(. 

;,;,., .\~hforcl ~:as born i ~ ,: "n'l. 
• · dl1l<f'r &. 1840. an (Jl ·,. l · 

'r· ()~·lng WhFrt h.; 
.. ,... His m othcr marrh-; .· _, :· .. ; 

: )'( r~:nii)' 01 0\'(!d (o l<.>wa l• ...... ~l ! .. 
:r t •ll' known ~ Des 11Joim·~ The 
' "'':n lhen wa$ ar. srrr. · .. -:- · ,.,~ 
•• J.~rc a iew t<OldiE'r!' 41:11: · (' • :t 
PrP..,"'t&.ut ion as;afnst I nd ;.,. ,, .• , • ~ • .. J.~. 

It was lhE'J'e that he n nt.i hi.~ H~~· · 
f 'llher founded the 1ir9t ;;r;,,, 11lill Jn 
t he- untamed west 

,Joins Ann,,. 
A~ fhe o~; ~ hrea l: -:~ · 

?I I~ . Ash fo rd wae one o: : .. : • . t ·.'· 
,inin. 11 ~ E"nli~tt'd in C', ,, ,,;:~· A. 
~ ,.ru h t\Ya \'r.) unte:e ~·~ ,l r 

•r. (" 
~~~.:: '' t-s !ater proul(J!~d 1 
;:.; -'ln : . ·. ··: r-

I>uring th ~ !; I'M( Inte r . ,,· .-:, : . 
h~ !1'.!\1' lhr(oc Y<'nr~ o! , .. · "' ~·~· 
Ylce, Durin!; tho~ :; , • "c!y 
~£,'1r 1 :'-lr. Ashford ~;a" ' : ·: c>n(' 
1
•,:: thiny of hls com;.·~· · 

lr; IJ:.ule but. be es~"'"· : 
' 'vund. 

·\~ , 
.. :·.·::t <! 

HP p~ri!clpated In ~: ...... "'J'l.' 
~·1A~:htt rat!l•s o~ :!\-lt;i~:\.' -u~ .~ . 

~·l t·. AshCord mon•d to S0111h I1ako· 
ta. put·chasln:; the A ml't'n,.., A lien 
fat·m at Randell where he h~~ since 
t r.a.do his homt>. His wife lieparll'd 
1 his ll!o l ast tall a.fter m:tny ~·ear~ 
~>" n.n ln:valld. 

b the ~·ear o! 1899. :O.fr . • \9hford 
'<'.as <>lt>cted to 1he s:..·uf ~('·>::::e !rom 
Hrowo count\' Whl're i·" .-r l'''l'd for 
'·11~ te1·m. i..f.:; ''In!; the l e):'lslat\lrc 
:;1, t hE\ t>xp ira tinr. " :· •: t ~ rm, ho 
~!· t t le<i aga.ln on t hr ·· · ... ,. .. 

/\11 far :tS can h~ !! · ···.,; he is lh~ 
I" ide!!~ ll\'lns m~mlo.-f c.: 1 h<: Grand 
• \:-my o! the r. c-p: .• · . • rt·l'i<lin,l;' In 
Hrco\\'n coun ty rtl 1 ' l'• "·;·s ~nt tlmr.. 
('ornrade l\1. M, Bn ,. ·" :< !<~ . hut h •! 
makes hi$. homp .'t; •l'it •)ltl SoldiPrs 
l•ome at Hot SrwiJ';:"l'.. 1'h(! romnln· 
lng ''l'tPr:l.n" " 'he> il n · In Al.lercleen 
are ~ti ll ln the (< i ,c:i··• i ~!l. 

An Jdp.a l un_,. !iJ'I'~·It'd the b arlly 
olrl plont>t>r on 1h~ d;;wn of hi!' 90th i 
~·car. Co:r:; P.hC•IIl his U!'Ual dulles 
o! the clay . t >\ c· lc· · · old gentkmR.n . 
looked ~·ea :,• ;.-w: ': il;,n what h iF I 
age ~tat e!; )·.,. i'Niay he h~~ I 
!"tart~d o1n Cl' • M·r yc;~r Rnd I 
unl~ss I'OI ·cC' ·~<>cn 1\ffli<'tion ' 
.-.trlkps hir.~ .-. .. ,.,.. ·.:r. A~hford has 
excellent J ·"~-·il·i ; .~ ~ of <.:o iC'br-'ltin~ 
!>I?Y~I':\1 me·:··· 1,., .. · ;, , s l.lefort> f~"ehl ~· 
ncs~t ovpn;; \,( ,· '" in the decli:1lns 
~·cat·~ of Ji ' C''" ''~n;:: hare! h:llllc.>. 
<>--·-- -

~!:a~~: F:f"er BrJd;e, E~c =: :-· ' ··:ks· 
i ~t:rg t~nd ;\!ohlle. 1-Je wat* ··· ,.)•.! '. !"e 
lnornl.tt l' of H~a ny c•lhE'"' 11 ..... ~·!" en ~ : 4 . 

<=3 1;'~ment!' rlurins (bP •· - t:. 1 ----~---- ... 
- .... __ .. 

C'apl.urcs CQiOII\'.1 
Al Rll1~ k Riv<:!r Brir:;: ~ ) '• r~gJ . ' 

men~ lo1<t hca,·lly an~ 1·1!' to;onel 
''·"~ ki iJP.d. An Iowa hiH~···~· o! Civil 
w:~r l't.~t~s that Mr. A• i- fnrd w;ts 
f'l !'!:>l 0\1!1' tht' hrt:<.~LW" '''.<' at this 
)·.:, t I 1 ~ & nd while !'ll;;bt i~· ,. ::n:lfl of 
!' is <'C11c. r:H1e;, he rourcc!ed n brush 
Jr( :tp '' h,.re l:'l rurpri~c!! <'"1 cap-
11JI'<_.d a CctJ~f<·dt:1'.,1e ("~ · .- . r. .. · : ·,·:he-n 
11>f.' ol'fi~e r sunt'l1ci•!r'·:. l;~ ,; '' 1 c Ser· 
1:•-:a 11 t A . .,.hford hi• ,.,,.c: •! . ·, lo-)- was 
ha nd!>OlliPIY <'n~;ra n'd ,.,.,!!. --· · and 
~r~ I 

']o 1{/~ lt:tts A ])/If 

}.<~. 1'. A~hror1l ijpeUt a day· at. th(' \ 
~·ount\' s~1t tills. week. .\l'r. ARhfonl 

~ n!ld 1~1::~ ~..in·:· Fred'. · tmvc expros~rl n 
. w'ntln'gne~g . to takil care ·or n fow or 

tho fhln~sc pbca.san'ls\vhlth tlie state 
l\M <:OUi)ty game· wa.r<lcns are doslrous 
Of ,placing in pl.lCCS WhOI"C con{}!lJon& 
t\re fa vora~Jle. to - their lncreru~.ln.g In 
numbers. St~cly tha S,.oves a.l. ; · tiH'! 
At:ll!ord.Catu:t ~uld. provo ideal places 
ror uny kind or !owls !r ·any such <'On· 
dltlous can ' l}e ·roun'd ln tho Bt.'Cl.l(), Up· 
ward~:> or 200 act~s or ,;,.oonland. holh 

( nntul'~l a-nd cultivated. P.re there 'to 
,"be found and \vith .. thc river and ('Ill· 

't.i~ntO<l rl~lds erose by the bircts 
Khnn lrl ·rin .wplJ 

Th l ~ trophy or "ar ·:::\! c:.:·:i':'d by I 
A~hford for ~E:reraJ we~~;~, l ·u t ,..,.hi l c I;. 
''" l hc march, he!>~' r It:. (< · is cot1\.'l"" 
m"nulng officer, :\laju r : iou!c'ton. l 
:"111{'<1 that tim~ :'Ill·. A ":tfol'() d!.>clar· 
"'' I h 1 t m:J f"'~' ; r \'II'<" \., _.. 1·- =-t'lttO~ 

\ ;1r ... 1:\t'' l (h(jl. l)t_. ,:)ot \ 1.: ~ ' ''-' ~o\\.I I'U 

a"-a~·. 

Y ofes fur T Juc·oln 
V,'; ,. ,, o! •i f--nou;h tc; \Ol e- , };~r. 

-~,.. ·: ·. rr.rtl r ·:,~l h i~ fi' 'H h ;dl<•l fr.Jr Lin · 
. .. !,:;, w)HJ \'. ·!~ r un:d n r; f f •r pr~~~dt:·n t. 

J n hi•· <:ia• :· "lw.-J· h~ l,c·JO: cJurln.:; 
'IH~ \\ :~ ·•. Ud!t !-':and hnt :o-uu\,..,\ hs L 

•11'.-trrHtt Jc <t'tt~' ":tS f ound "Bla~e:,,·, 
. \la.lo;t tnH., Th111'911n y. ,\ p r!J ~ 0 , l S6~ •. 
'J'lie 11(>11' S ':101~ t h :>· C\'~ llill;' \ hal 
I'rt.<ltle nl Llli i'O]ll, S: Cf'l'elat·y Et>\\' • 

"''<I nnd l'I.'H'r:tl erlhers Wl'rc a~~s;>!· 
, ,,,led. \\'hat a. blow to our {; OHm· 

men t. Deal h t o t t·a.it ors ls my 
\) rarer." • 

Mt·. A!<hford ~Rs mu:<tt'red out o( 
?ei'\' IN July 25, 1865 at Ha.r.-lsburg, 
Tt>xas. Returning to civil life, he 
IIYed in >1ntl nc11r Des Moines for 
mnny years engagi ng lh fa.r m lng. 
During this tlme he wn9 marrleu 10 
Ca.<>sle Ha.rrlet Taylor. There were 
fiHi children llorn to thi$ happy 
un ion . 

? 



Appendix 1:: 

wave it proud, but wave it right ... 
It is important to show patriotism, but it is also important 
to foUow the U.S. Flag Code when displaying the Stars and 
Stripes. Here are answers to frequently asked questions: 

Old Glory glossary 
Flag Code: U.S. code that provides guidelines for flag etiquette. 
use and display. 
union: The white stars on the field of blue. I 
Flag's own right: The 'right' as the position of honor originates 
from the time when the right hand was the weapon hand -or a 
point of danger. The right hand. to an observer. is the observer's left. 
Therefore, as used in the Flag Code, the flag and/or flag's union 
is displayed to the observer's left, which is the flag's own right 
Half-staff: Position of the flag when it is at one-half the 
distance between the top and bottom of the staff. To place a flag 
at half-staff, it should first be hoisted to the peak for a~nstant, 
then lowered to its position. A flag at half-staff indicates 
that the nation mourns the death an individual or a group. 

Showing respect 
Pledge of Allegiance: Recite the pledge while 
standing at attention, facing the flag, right hand 
over heart, headcoverings removed. Persons in 
uniform should remain silent and render the 
military salute. 
National Anthem: When the anthem is_played,. 

. all present should stand at attention, facing the 
flag (or music if no flag is displayed), right hand over heart, with 
headcoverings removed. Persons in uniform should remain silent 
and render the military salute from the playing of the first note 
until the playing of the final note. · 

The time is right 
When to display: An all-weather flag can be flown daily, even 
during inclement weather. However, you are urged to display the 
flag on certain days each year: 
• New Year's Day • Labor Day 
• Inauguration Day • Constitution Day 
• Martin Luther King Jr.'s • Columbus Day 
Birthday • Navy Day 
• Lincoln's Birthday • Veterans Day 
• washington's Birthday • Thanksgiving Day 
• Easter Sunday • Christmas Day 
• Mother's Day • Any day proclaimed by the 
• Armed Forces Day President of the United States 
• Memorial Day* • Anniversaries of states' 
• Flag Day admission to the Union 
• Independence Day • State Holidays 
* Half-staff: The flag should be displayed in this position from 
sunrise until noon on Memorial Day. Other occasions to place the 
flag at half-staff include: . 
• When proclaimed by the president or a governor 
• For varying periods of time after the death of a national figure 

Perfect position 
Staff display: When displayed from 
a staff projecting horizontally or at an 
angle from a window sill, balcony or 
front of a building, the union of the flag 
should be placed at the peak of the 
staff unless the flag is at half-staff. 

== Display without a staff: When 
displayed horizontally or vertically 
against a wall, the union should be 
uppermost and to the flag's own right. 

~I 
In a window, the flag should be displayed 
the same way as viewed from the street. 
When suspended from a rope extending 
from a house to a pole, the flag should be 
hoisted out. union first from the building. 

Night display: A flag may 
be displayed 24 hours a day 
if properly illuminated during 
the hours of darkness. 
Proper illumination includes 
a light placed specifically to 
illuminate the flag or a light 
source- such as a porch or 
street light - sufficient to 
make the flag recognizable 
as such by a casual observer. 

Display with other flags: When 
other flags are flown on the same 
halyard as a u.s. Flag, the latter 
should always be at the peak. 
When flown from adjacent staffs, 
the u.s. Flag should be hoisted first 
and lowered last, with no other flag 
above it or to the flag's own right. 

casket flags: It is acceptable for a 
flag used to cover a casket to be used 
again for any proper display purpose 
after a funeral. It is, in fact, considered 
a fitting tribute to the memory of the 
deceased veteran and their service to 
a grateful nation. 

' .{ Folding 
The Flag Code does not 

specify how to fold the flag. 

oJ oJ 
oJ STEP 1 " STEP 2 STEP3 

The traditional method 
forms a triangle to 

symbolize the hat worn by 
Revolutionary war soldiers. 

START: Hold flag flat 
between two people. 
The flag should never 

touch the ground 
durmg folding. 

Fold lengthwise; Fold lengthwise; bring bottom Fold lower right-hand 
corner to upper edge 

to form a triangle. 
bring striped half edge up to meet top edge, 
up over union. union should be on top. 

llll
qsl885aiiii:B =:r STEP 4 Fold triangle toward 

union; tum outer point in 
along upper edge to form a second triangle. 

STEP s Continue to fold 
P"' flag m triangles until the 
length of the flag is folded. 

Oecember2001 21 
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APPENDIX F 

Anderson, Marvin 16 
Amston, Sigrud 16,29 
Ashford, Elderkin P. 27,28,29,30,31 
Ashford, Harry E. (Bud) 17,19,27 · 
Ashford, Harry Ward 16,27 
Baggett, Keith 2,3, 13 
Bartz, Randall 13 
Bartz, Rudolph 21 
Brimmerman, Gail 21 
Brown, Paul Henry 16 " 
Brunes, Adam 13 
Brunes, Kristi 2,10 
Brunes, Wendy 13 
Bunsness, Joe 21 
Bunsness, Kenneth 21 
Bunsness, Marcus 21 
Burke, Andy 16 
Burke, George 16 
Carr, Robert J. 16 
Coleman, Joseph H. 16 
Cramp, Eugene 21 
Criner, Vivian 16 
Daly, Dennis F. 16 
Davis, Jay 13 
Dayton, Dale 21 
Dayton, Earl 21 
Dayton, Raymond 19 
Dayton, Robert 21 
Dixon, Ned 10,17,19 
Dunker, Dale 21 
Dunker, Marvin 17,19 
Dunker, Wallace 21 
Ellingson, John 6 
Ellingson, Richard 3,11 ,13 
Erdmann, Dick 21 
Erdmann, Lynn 13,21,24 
Erickson, Clarence 13,21 
Erickson, Harvey 21 
Eerke, Alan 19 
Ester, Walter B. 16 
Face, Albert 19 

INDEX 
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Face, Eugene 2,3,6,11 ,13 
Face, Knolen 21 
Face, Korinne 11 ,13 
Falk, Harry E. 16 
Fish , Hamilton 14 
Flag, Etiquette 32 
Floan, George 21 
Floan , Melvin 22 
Floan, Raymond 19,21 
Fuller, Le Roy 16 
Gabert, Charles 16 
Gerharter, Gordon 17,19 
Gerharter, Vernon 21 
Gramley, Marilyn 27 
Gubin, Ronald (Jack) 3,6,9, 11 ,13 
Hansen, George Jr. (Pat) 2,9, 11 ,13 
Hansen, Mike 2,13 
Hanson, Robert 13 
Hesketh, Rolf Harris 16 
Insley, Verne C. 22 
Jark, David 13 
Jark, Duane 2,9, 11 ,13 
Jark, Kenneth (Ken) 2,3,6,8,11 ,13,17 
Jark, Lloyd 6 
Jark, William 16,27 
Johnson, Kenneth 13 
Karnopp, Wallace 13 
Laird, Vernon 19 
Larson, Lloyd 22 
Lee, Norman 2,3, 13 
Lenling, Terril 27 
Lier, Herman 3,8,13 
Lincoln, Abraham 25 
Luke, Marvin 19 
Lundberg, Charles 20 
McCleary, V. G. 16 
McNeil, Garry 16 
McNeil, Earl (Dick) 21 
Masters, John 15 
Mathiew, R. E. 21 
Milbrandt, Greg 2,8, 13 



--

Misslitz, Curtis 22 
Misslitz, Donald 21 
Misslitz, Vernon 21 
Missell , Sterling 16 
Morgan, Telfrord 22 
Moulton, Cl ifford 21 
Moulton, Dale 13, 22 
Neiger, T. E. 20 
Nelson, Martin 6 
Olson, Kenneth 17, 19 
Parduhn, C. L. 22 
Peterson, Lynn B. 22 
Peterson, Ralph 22 
Prickett, Vern 2,3,8,9, 10,11 ,13 ~ 
Radke, Veri 22 
Rawlings, Mathew 21 
Rock, Bruno 16,27 
Rock, Robert 21 
Rose, E. P. 28 
Rossow, W . A 16,19 
Ryckman, AI 7 
Ryckman, Dale 7 
Ryckman , lnel 7 
Samuelson, Ed 16,27 
Samuelson, Maurice 22 
Saunders, LaVerne G. 22, 24 
Saunders, Thomas E. 2,3,6,8,9, 10 

Schley, Dustin 7 
Schley, Jaci 7 
Schley, Jerry 7 
Schley, Kermit 21 

11,13,14,21 
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Schley, Marvin 11 ,13,21 
Schley, Melvin 21 ,22 
Schley, Raymond 21 
Schlichting, Orville 11,13,22 
Shunkwiler, Earl 2,3,8,9, 13 
Solberg , Edw. 16 
Stewart, Jack 21 
Stange, Art 16 
Stange, Fred 16 
Stange, Fred Jr. 16 
Stange, Gerhard (Sting) 16 
Stange, Hubert 16 
Stange, Leland 2,26 
Stange, Oscar 16 
Stange, Theodore 6 
Stange, Veri in 11 ,13 
Stoltenberg, Floyd 22 
Svarstad, Albert 22 
Svarstad, Eugene 19 
Taylor, Harold 16 
Walking, Lawrence 16 
Wanttie, Gerald 11 ,13 
Westby, Martin K. 22 
Westby, Orval 19 
Wiedenbach, Robert 16 
Williams, Jason 7 
Williams, Kathy 7 
Williams, Marc 7 
Winters, George A 22 
Wood, Ervin 21 
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INTRODUCTION 

This is the third history prepared of Stratford Legion Post 207. Effort was devoted to 

identify those Civil War, Spanish American War, and WWI Veterans who resided in this area 

and became members of Post 207 when granted its charter in 1921 . We also identified those 

Civil War and Spanish American War Veterans buried in the three cemeteries the Post visits 

on Memorial Day. 

Brown County was opened to Homesteading in the early 1880's. Access to an 1890 

census of Civil War Veterans then residing in the County was of great assistance in preparing 

this document. There are still descendents of those original homesteaders residing in this 

County. Stratford was founded in 1906 and contributed many of its youth to the Armed 

Forces in WWI. Most who returned became Legion members when Post 207 was granted its 

charter in 1921 . 

Post 207 has had several families who have had multiple family members in service to 

their country since WWl. Father/Son: Ed & Maurice Samuelson; William & Kenneth Jark; 

George "Pat" Hansen Jr. & Harley Hansen; Verril & Robert Radke; Father/Daughter: 

Eugene Face & Korinne Face; Husband/Wife: Vern Prickett & Korinne Face; Brothers: 

George "Pat" Hansen Jr. & Mike Hansen; Brother/Sister: Gregg Milbrandt & Wendy 

Milbrandt. 

The following families had three sons in the service at the same time during WW2: 

Dayton: Ear~ Robert & Dale; Floan: Melvin, George & Raymond; Carmine: Lee, Darrel & 

Owen (Owen was actually in Merchant Marine); Erdmann: Lynn, Richard, and Jack 

Holcomb (a half brother); Misslitz: Vernon, Donald, and Curtis. 

ii 



We have had two of our Post Members called to Active Duty, viz., Harley Hansen 

USNR, and Greg Milbrandt SD Army Reserve Unit. Greg was called to active duty on 

2/12/03. He is with a truck maintenance group and expects to see overseas duty. 

Thanks are extended to KeiJy Face who located some obituaries of Civil War Veterans 

and to Kathy Williams who assisted in scanning and publication ofthis document. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

DEPARTMENT 

OF 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

PREAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following 

purposes: 

To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States of America and of 

the State of South Dakota; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a 

one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our 

associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the 

Community, State and Nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the 

masses; to make right the master of might, to promote peace and good will on 

earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and 

democracy; to consecrate and sanctity our comradeship by our devotion to mutual 

helpfulness. 
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CHAPTER! 

ROSTER OF POST OFFICERS 

COMMANDER 

VICE-COMMANDER 

DUANE JARK; Service# NG27790360. Spec. 5, SD 

National Guard. Served 11163 to 11/69 (Vietnam). 

MOS: Fire Director 

Civilian Occupation: Elevator operator. 

Resides 220 McLeod Ave., Box 453, Stratford, SD 

Telephone: 605-395-6549. 

32-year member Post 207. 

GREG G. MILBRANDT; SN 503-0403000. Specialist 

F/C US Army. Active Reserve; Served Gulf War. 

Active 1985 to Present. MSO Cavalry Scout 19D, 

88Mheavy Vehicle Driver. Decorations 

SW Asia Service: Army Achievement Medal, SD 

Dist. SeTVice Award, Good Conduct, Overseas 

Medal, Reserve Component award. 

Civilian Occupation: Welder 

4-year member Post 207 

Greg recalled to active duty February 12, 2003. 
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ADJUTANT 

SGT. AT ARMS 

VERN PRICKETT; SN 503-76-7885. Served in both the 

USMC and US Army. In combined service from 1975 

to Feb 1999 (Desert Storm). 

MOS: Transportation Officer. 

Civilian Occupation: Milkman 

Resides: P.O. Box 348, Stratford, SD. 

Telephone: 605-395-6911 

KENNETBJARK; SNUS 55371683. Cpl.US Army 

4/53 to 4/55 (Korea). MOS: Company Clerk. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer/auctioneer. 

Resides at 401 21 ~1 Ave. NE, Aberdeen, SD. 

Telephone: 605-225-1510 

48-year member Post 207 
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HISTORIAN 

CHAPLAIN 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS; ASN 17144088; Sgt. US 

Army Air Corp. 9/10/43 to 3/19/46 \'NW2). Central 

Fire Cont. Gunner B-29 bomber. 

Civilian Occupation: SA FBI retired, VP Dakotah 

Bank retired. 

Resides: 1515 E. Melgaard Rd. # 102, Aberdeen, SD. 

Phone:605-229-5349 

22-year member Post 207 

EUGENE FACE, SN 503-46-7433. E-6 USAF & 

SD NG. Served from 2/53 to 6/62 (Korea)

MOS: Aircraft Mech. 

Resides: 39815 147th St., Stratford, SD 

Telephone 605-395-6608. 

40-year member Post 207. 

Eugene is also the father ofKorinne Face, and they are 

the only father-daughter combination in the Post. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

CHAPTER2 

ROSTER OF POST CHAIRS 

VERLIN STANGE; SN 17527556 

PFC US Army 11/1/61 to 8/9/63 (Berlin 

Crisis). MOS: Surveyor. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer 

Resides: 14393 397th Ave., Stratford, SD 

Telephone: 605-395-6419 

7-year member Post 207 
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AMERICANISM OFFICER 

SERVICE OFFICER 

RONALD "JACK" GUBIN; SNRA 17371827. 

PFC US Army 1/53 to 1/56 (Korea). 

MOS: Truck Driver 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer 

Resides: 14547 398th Ave, Stratford, SD 

Telephone: 605-395-6964. 

45-year member Post 207 

GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN (JR.); SN 4948178. B-5 US 

Navy. Served 1957-1963 (Vietnam era). 

Awarded Good Conduct medal. 

Resides: RFD Stratford, SD 

Telephone: 605-226-2348 

Civilian Occupation: rural mail carrier, Conde 

Post Office 

8-year member ofPost 207. 

Pat is also the father of Harley Hansen, and they are 

the only father-son combination in the Post. 
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ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

EARL SHUNKWILER; ASN 504662772. US Navy, 

E-6, 1968 to 1992 (Vietnam-Persian Gulf) 

MOS: Av. Ordinance, Machinist Mate 

Resides: 39806 149th St., Stratford, SD 

Telephone: 605-395-5879 

Civilian Occupation: Maintenance, State Hospital, 

Redfield, SD 

13-year member Post 207. 

HARLEY HANSEN; SN 503868479. US Navy E-t, 2nd 

Class Petty Officer, Served 1984-92 SW Asia. 

Recalled to active duty 2002. Awarded: Navy 

Achievement/Armed Forces Ex. SW Asia, Navy Good 

Conduct Medal. MOS: Gunners Mate. 

Civilian Occupation: US Post Office 

Resides: 14447 396th Ave., Stratford, SD 

11-year member Post 207. 
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CHAPTER3 

ONE-YEAR POST CHRONICLE 

On 4/8/02 the following were elected as officers and chairman of the following offices 

for Post 207 for the coming year: 

Commander 

Vice commander 

Adjutant 

Sgt. At Arms 

Historian 

Chaplain 

Chairpersons 

Membership 

Americanism Officer 

Service Officer 

Athletic Director 

Children & Youth 

MemoriaJ Day 2002 

DUANEJARK 

GREG G . MILBRANDT 

VERN P RICKETI 

KENNETII JARK 

THOMAS E . SAUNDERS 

EUGENE FACE 

VERLIN STANGE 

JACKGUBIN 

GEORGE "P AT" HANSEN, JR. 

EARL SHUNK.WlLER 

HARLEY HANSEN 

Post 207 members met with the Legion Auxiliary at 8:00AM 5/23/2002, at the 

Stratford Community Hall. A breakfast was served by the Auxiliary, consisting of rolls, juice 

and coffee. Members of the Stratford community, including school age youth, were invited. 

Vern Pricket, Post Adjutant, acted as Master of Ceremonies. Youngsters led the singing of 

patriotic songs, including Taps. Thomas E. Saunders, Post Historian, presented a brief history 

of the meaning ofMemorial Day that was directed to the youth in attendance. Aaron 

Williams, this year' s delegate to Boys' State, was introduced to the gathering. 
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Kenneth Jark, Sgt. At Arms, read the Honor Roll of all those Veterans buried in the 

three cemeteries visited by Post 207. 

Thereafter, the firing squad, accompanied by many community members, visited the 

three cemeteries in the Stratford area: East Rondell, West Rondell (Oakwood), and 

Scandinavia Church. Those making up the firing squad detail this year were: 

4th of July 

Sgt. At Arms 

Flag Bearers 

Honor Guards 

Firing Squad 

Chaplain 

In attendance 

I<ENNETI I J ARK 

EARL SHUNKWILER 

VERLIN STANGE 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

HERMAN L IER 

GEORGE "P AT" HANSEN, NORMAN LEE 

G REG MILBRANDT, V ERN PRICKETT 

E UGENE FACE 

RICHARD E LLINGSON 

D UANE JARK 

Post 207 has historically participated in the Stratford Community 4th of July 

Celebration. Post 207 led the parade with the Colors. Those making up the detail this year: 

Deanna Taylor & Earl Sbunkwiler, color bearers~ Verlin Stange and Greg Milbrandt, Honor 

Guards. Member Harley Hansen and his wife were the parade Marshall and Queen. Harley 

had just returned home from being called into active duty with the US Naval Reserve. Jack 

Gubin, Post Member, led a delegation of antique tractors who participated in the parade. 
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Aberdeen Regional Airport & Terminal: Name Change 

The Aberdeen Regional Airport (Saunders Field), in the spring of 2002 began 

construction of a new terminal building. The City of Aberdeen had originally dedicated the 

current terminal as a War Memorial to all Veterans, men and women, who gave their lives in 

the service to their country. At the same time, they named the Regional Airport, "Saunders 

Field", in honor of Brig. General Laverne G. Saunders. General Saunders was one of South 

Dakota's most decorated Veterans ofWW2. Saunders was a native of the Stratford area, and a 

one-time member ofPost 207. 

Senator Tom Daschel (D) SD was able to secure 2 lh million dollars of discretionary 

funds for the project. On May 10, 2002, an article appeared in the Aberdeen American News, 

wherein Tom Wylam, then Airport Mg., and Chuck Benson, Board Member, suggested a 

name change and that the new terminal should be dedicated to Sen. Dasche~ in appreciation 

of his having secured the funds. 

Members ofPost 207, at its meeting of8/12/02, were unanimous in their opposition to 

the proposed changes. It was suggested that letters to the Editor of The American News be 

sent, protesting the proposed changes. It was further suggested the Post Historian contact 

other Posts in the Regional Airport area, suggesting that they too might wish to express their 

opposition to the name changes. The Post Historian made direct contact with Mayor Tom 

Hopper of Aberdeen and Airport Board President Mike Erickson, protesting the proposed 

changes. Also contacted were members of the following Legion Posts: Groton, Mellette, 

Warner, Columbia, and Forbes, ND. Numerous letters protesting the proposed changes were 

published in the American News. They recommended moving the plaque from the current 

terminal to the new one. On 1/4/03, Senator Daschel withdrew his name and Aberdeen 

officials voted to keep things as they were. 
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Boys State 

Aaron Williams, Post 207 Boys' State Representative for 2002, on 9/9/02 reported to 

Post 207 his experiences and thanked the Post for having sponsored him. 

Americanism 

On 9/18/02, Thomas E. Saunders, Post Historian, appeared before the Groton Kiwanis 

Club and gave an overview of those Civil War and Spanish American War Veterans who 

helped settle this area, some of their accomplishments and their burial sites. Also, he 

discussed some of the amazing statistics ofBrown County involvement in WW2. The Airport 

name change was also discussed, and all those who did not agree with the proposal were 

encouraged to make their feelings known to the proper authorities. 

Tractor Pull 

On 9/29/03, Post 207 sponsored an old-time tractor pull. This was held at the Stratford 

Park. There were participants from a wide area ofNE South Dakota. Those members involved 

in this venture were: Vern Prickett, Duane Jark, Tom Saunders, George Hansen Jr., Ronald 

"Jack" Gubin, Gerald Wanttie, Verlin Stange, Harley Hansen, and Greg Milbrandt, who acted 

as Flag Man for the pull. 

Our own Jack Gubin brought about the most excitement of the day. Jack is an avid 

participant and was scheduled for the first pull of the day. At the end of the pull? something 

went wrong, and Jack found himself pinned between his tractor and the sled, with the front 

end 90 degrees to the ground. Happily, with the help of Lloyd Jark and his Bobcat, Jack was 

removed unharmed, and the pull went off as planned. 

Post 207 ran a concession stand, netting $339.55 for the day, and a good time was had 

by aU. 
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Post 207 Assistance given this reporting period: 

Warner High School - Prom night 

Matt Anderson 4-H project 

Warner Volley Ball Program 

Warner American Legion (baseball program) 

Warner HS Teen Dance 

$100.00 

50.00 

25.00 

300.00 

50.00 

100.00 Stratford Community park concession stand 

Donations to the Warner groups were made inasmuch as the bulk of the area children 

attend the Warner school, and this has been true since the Stratford School closed in 1956. 

Veteran's Day Pot Luck with ALA 

The annual Veteran' s Day potluck dinner was held at the Stratford Community Center 

on 11/10/2002. Prior to the dinner, the Colors were posted by a detail made up ofTom 

Saunders, Greg Milbrandt, Deanna Taylor and Vern Prickett. Bonnie Reiss, President of the 

ALA, greeted those in attendance and led the attendees in the common table prayer. Those at 

the Head Table were: Tom Jurek District #14 Commander from Mobridge, Commander 

Duane Jark, Vice Commander Greg Milbrandt, ALA President Bonnie Reiss, and Marvin 

Schley and his wife Geraldine. Marvin was presented his 50-year pin at this event. 

Tom Saunders, Post Historian, used this occasion to give plaques expressing our 

appreciation to the foUowing individuals who have been so supportive in helping this Post 

during fund raising events: 

Schley Farms (Jerry & Jaci Schley) 

Connie Hoeft 

Lloyd Jark 

Donation of meat 

Preparation of BBQs 

Bobcat for tractor pull 

Duane Jark, Commander, and Tom Jurek, District Commander, both made remarks 

appropriate to Veteran's Day. 
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Those members in attendance for this event were: Duane Jark, Kenneth Jark, Vern 

Prickett, Deanna Taylor, Korinne Face, Verlin Stange, Greg Milbrandt, Dick Ellingson, Tom 

Saunders, Ronald "Jack" Gubin, and Eugene Face. In addition to the ALA members, many 

from the community were also in attendance. 

Children's Christmas Party 

The ALA hosts a Christmas party each year for the chjJdren of the community. Post 

Members attend and help where needed. Santa Claus always arrives at the end of the potluck 

supper, giving the children small gifts of candy, prepared by the ALA, together with photo 

opportunities with Santa. 

Americanism Programs 

On 3/14/03, Thomas E. Saunders, Post Historian, was invited to make a presentation 

to the Hutterville High School students about WW2. This was authorized by George Waldner, 

Hutterville boss. Bill Johnson, teacher, made the request. This is the first Hutterite Colony 

High School. They had just completed their new school structure. The History class was 

actually being taught by a teacher in a studio in Mitchell, SD. Saunders related the events 

leading up to US involvement in WW2 and then concentrated his remarks to those from the 

Brown County area who were involved, including Lynn Erdmann and Brig. Gen. Laverne G. 

Saunders, both of whom were highly decorated and both of whom were raised within a short 

distance of this colony. 

Boys' State Nominees 2003 

At regular meeting on 3/10/03, the Post nominated Jordan Rykman, Warner H.S. and 

Bradley Wanttie, Roncalli H.S., grandson of Gerald Wanttie, to attend Boys' State in May of 

2003. 
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On 3/21/03, Post 207 Firing Squad conducted gravesite ceremony for our departed 

Comrade Dale Moulton. Those making up the detail were Sgt. At Arms, Tom Saunders; Flag 

bearers, Ronald Gubin and Verlin Stange; Honor Guards, Duane Jark and Herman Lier; Firing 

Squad, Norman Lee, Gerald Wanttie, Vern Prickett, and Curtis Misslitz (volunteer from the 

Aberdeen Post). Squad Bugler was Chuck Mewing, also from the Aberdeen Post. 

On 3/10/03, Post 207 nominated Post Historian Thomas E. Saunders for the title of 

Post Legionnaire of the Year. His nomination was to be submitted for competition with other 

Posts. 
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ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 

KEITH BAGGETT; SN 504-58-6917. US Air 

Force E-7 M. Sgt., Served 1969 to 1990 (Vietnam 

Era). MOS: 206, 294, 274. Received Meritorious 

Service Medal W/301C, Air Force Commendation 

Medal with a 3 OLC. 

Resides: Stratford, SD 

Employed: Bath Convenience Store 

RANDALL BARTZ; Served in SD NG from 

1965-1971 (Vietnam Era). Operated howitzer 

with 147th Field Art. 

Currently moving to Lake Traverse, SD area. 

Working for Fed-X, retiring 2003. 
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JAY DAVIS; SN AF 19519907. US Air Force. Served 

from 1/54 to 11/58 (Korea). 

MOS Air Borne Radar Controller. 

Currently involved in hobby farm near Groton, SD & 

maintenance at Ramada Inn, Aberdeen, SD. 

Can be reached at 605-397-8133. 

RICHARD ELLINGSON; US Army (Korea). 

1953-

Civilian Occupation: Farmer 

Resides: Aberdeen, SD 

Telephone: 605-225-1821 

51-year member Post 207. 
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LYNN ERDMANN; ASN 37k44307_ US Army, 

F-A, WW2, Rank T-4. Served from 2/13/42 to 

11/25/45. MOS: Surveyor. Awarded Silver Star, 

Europe-African Eastern Theatre Service Medal, 

Am. Theatre Service Medal, Normandy, N. France, 

Rhineland Battle Stars. 

Civilian Occupation: Mail Carrier, Farmer 

Resides: 1855 W. Southern, #20, 

Apache Junction, AZ 

Telephone: 480-983-5372 

58-year member Post 207 _ 

CLARENCE ERICKSON; SN 863-40-08_ US Navy, 

Seaman 151 Class (WW2). Served 12/44 to 7/46. 

Medals: Asiatic Pacific, Victory American Def 

Resides: 39757 141~1 St., Groton, SD 57445. 

Telephone: 605-395-6631 

56-year Member Post 207. 
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KORINNEFACE; SN 503842841. Sgt. US Army 

served 11/11/90 to 7/25/91 (GulfWar). 

MOS: Truck driver. 

Civilian Occupation: Teacher 

Resides: Box 425, Stratford, SD 57474 

Telephone: 605-395-6911 

4-year member Post 207. 

MICHAEL HANSEN; ASN 55894371. US Army, SP4. 

Served from 8/16/66 to 8/15/68 (Vietnam Era). 

MOS 63-G20. Awarded Nat. Defense Service Medal, 

Sharp shooter medal. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer. 

Resides: 620 8th Ave. NE Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Telephone: 605-229-4452 

Past Commander Post 207. 

30-year member Post 207. (PUFL). 
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ROBERT HANSON; SN 17344164. S/Sgt. US Air 

Force 1951 to 1955 (Korea). Awarded Sharp 

Shooter and Good Conduct Medals. Worked 

classified material, Head Quarter Co. Served Guam 

& Germany. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer 

Resides 1706 S. 8th St. Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Telephone: 605-226-1211 

15-year member Post 207. 

JAMES "JIM" HUNDSTAD; SN 17592823. S/Sgt. 

(E-6), US Air Force 1961 to 1969 (Vietnam Era). 

MOS: 46230 Weapons Spec. 

Civilian Occupation: Teacher, Farmer, 

State Legislator. 

Resides: 13755 395th Ave., Bath, SD 57427 

Telephone 605-225-3093. 

1-year member Post 207. 
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DAVIDJARK; SN 503642420. US Army Sgt. E-5. 

Enlisted 7/2/1970. Discharged 7/1/73 followed by 3-

year inactive Res. MOS Helicopter Repair, ammo 

specialist, Sensor specialist. Entered AZ NG 1129/88, 

then crew chief on AB-1 Cobra and Apache. While 

in AZ Guard, served in Somalia, Africa. Instructor. 

Pakistan Army. 2/94 to 3/94 attached to UN. Awards 

Vietnam Service Medal, Air Medal with 60 device, 

Nat'L Defense Medal, Army Achievement Medal, 

Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, Vietnam Campaign. 

Resides: 374 Sykes Creek R Rouge River, OR 97537. 

Telephone: 541-582-8190 

DAVID KURTZ~ Army NG Spec 4. 

Civilian Occupation: Wheat Growers, Bee Keeper 

Currently resides Beverly Health Care Facility, 

Redfield, SD. 

Telephone: 605-472-2288 

25-year member Post 207. 
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NORMAN LEE; ASN 17578529. US Army, E-5. 

Served from 1960-65 (Vietnam Era). MOS 631. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer 

Resides: 38905 140lh St., Warner, SD 57479 

3-year member Post 207 

HERMAN LIER; ASN 17301474. USAF Airman 

1st Class. Served 1/2/51 to 12/20/54 (Korean War). 

Awarded Good Conduct Medal, Korean Service 

Medal, MOS Aircraft welder. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer, Construction, 

Certified welder. 

Resides: 622 S. McCoy, 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

3-year member Post 207 
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DALE MOULTON; USN 3175128 Seaman 151 Class, 

Served 7/1945 to 8/1946 (WW2). MOS Yoeman. 

Civilian Occupation: Engineer Milwaukee RR 

Resides: 1015 Circle Drive, Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Telephone: 605-225-2725 

Dale died Friday, March 14, 2003 

At McAllen, Texas 

MARVIN SCHLEY; US Army Cpl. Army Field 

Artillery. Served 9/51 to 9/53 (Korean Conflict). 

Awarded Good Conduct medal and Marksman medal. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer 

Resides: 1115 N. 1 ~1 St, Aberdeen, SD 
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ORVILLE SCHLICHTING~ USN 9847722 

Machinist Mate 2nd Class. Served 1945-1947 (WW2). 

Awarded Pacific Theatre Medal, Victory Medal & 

Occupation of Japan. 

Orville served in the Sea Bees and they did not want 

to discharge him because of his cat driving skills. 

Orville resides at Beverly Nursing Home, 

Groton, SD 

DEANNA TAYLOR; US Army E-5. Served from 4/82 

to 3/91 (Desert Storm). Awarded ARCOM, Good 

Conduct, Pres.Desert Storm. Was 71-C Stenographer. 

Civilian Occupation: Bookkeeper. 

Resides: P.O. Box 413, Stratford, SD 57474 

Telephone: 605-395-6411 
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GERALD W ANTTIE; USAF 173 71673, 

M/Sgt. (E-7). (Korea & Vietnam). Radio Operator. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer, Feed Plant Operator 

Resides: 424 S. 12111 St., Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Telephone: 605-225-8512 
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LEGION ADDRESS BOOK 

Legion Address Book- Members1 

Member# Cant Yrs Last name First name Position H Phone ~ 

200528453 11 BAGGETT KEITH 395-6541 STRATFORD 
100213451 32 BARTZ RANDALL 701-227-{)675 DICKINSON 

21>1794715 5 DAVIS JAY 397-8133 GROTON 

103283087 51 ELLINGSON RICHARD 225-1821 ABERDEEN 

103283088 58 ERDMANN LYNN 983-5372 APACHE JUNCTIOI\ 

103281850 56 ERICKSON ClARENCE 39~31 GROTON 

103283089 40 FACE EUGENE CHAP UN 395-6608 STRATFORD 

2021>11488 4 FACE KORRINE 395-6911 STRATFORD 

103283092 45 GUBIN RONALD {JACK) AMERICANISM OFFICER 395-6964 STRATFORD 

200560375 11 HANSEN HARLEY CHILDREN & YOUTH OFFICER 395-6928 STRATFORD 

11""..,83093 30 HANSEN MICHAEL 2294452 ABERDEEN 

)145 8 GEORGE {PA:!J SERVICE OFFICER 226-2348 STRATFORD 

1" .. ..:19920 15 N ROBERT 226-1211 ABERDEEN 

30 1 JAMES 225-3093 BATH 

:w 3 JARK DAVID 541-582-8190 ROGUERNER 

103283094 32 JARK DUANE COMMANDER 395-6549 STRATFORD 

103280049 48 JARK KENNETH SGTOFARMS 225-{)510 ABERDEEN 

103283096 25 KURTZ DAVID 395-6478 STRATFORD 

33 3 LEE NORMAN 229-5507 WARNER 

21>21>73561 4 UER HERMAN 229-5724 ABERDEEN 

2i)2i)73560 4 MILBRANDT GREG VICE COMMANDER 395-6515 GROTON 

2i)2i)73561 4 MOULTON DALE 225-2725 ABERDEEN 

200724790 10 PRICKED VERN ADJUTANT 395-6911 STRATFORD 

103280460 22 SAUNOERS THOMAS HISTORIAN 229-5349 ABERDEEN 

103280482 50 SCHLEY MARVIN 225-1739 ABERDEEN 

103283098 23 SCHUCtrnNG ORVILLE 395-6521 STRATFORD 

103283099 13 SHUNKWILER EARL ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 382-5879 STRATFORD 

201471825 7 STANGE VERUN MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 395-6419 STRATFORD 

29 1 TAYLOR DEANNA 395-6411 STRATFORD 

103283101 30 WANTTIE GERALD 225-8512 ABERDEEN 
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POST ACTIVITIES l/1/02 to 3/11/02 

This is to include Post activities not previously reported. 

Post 207 annual Stag Party was held at the Stratford Community Hall. We netted 

approximately $1,500.00 from our efforts. Many cash prizes were offered, together with an 

unlimited amount offood was offered to the attendees. 

On 3/11/02 at a regular rpeeting, Richard Ellingson was presented with his 50-year 

membership pin. All 50 years were with Post 207. 

Also, on 3/11/02, Post 207 nominated Aaron Williams, a home schooled student from 

the Stratford Community, and Lance Vilhauer of Warner High School to attend SD Boys' 

State in May of2002. 
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MEMORIAL DAY- 2002- EAST RONDELL 

L toR- Sgt.@ Arms Kenneth Jark, Tom Saunders, Earl Shunk:wiler, Verlin Stange, 
Hennan Lier, George Hansen, Norman Lee, Gregg Milbrandt, Vern Prickett, 
Eugene Face 

L toR- Front: Sgt. & Arms Ken Jark. Tom Saunders, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, 
Herman Lier, George Hansen Jr., Norman Lee, Greg Milbrandt, Vern Prickett, 
Eugene Face 
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WEST RONDELL (OAKWOOD) CEMETERY 

L toR - Sgt. @ Arms, Kenneth Jark, Tom Saunders, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin 
Stange, Herman Lier, George Hansen Jr., Norman Lee, Greg Milbrandt, 
Vern Prickett, Eugene Face (Chaplain) 

L toR - Sgt.@ Arms Kenneth Jark, Tom Saunders, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin 
Stange, Herman Lier, George Hansen Jr., Norman Lee, Greg Milbrandt, 
Vern Prickett, Eugene Face (Chaplain) 
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SCANDINAVIA CHURCH- 2002 

L toR - Richard Ellingson, Thomas E . Saunders, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, 
Herman Lier, George Hansen Jr., Norman Lee, Greg Milbrandt, Vern 
Prickett, Eugene Face 
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4TH OF JULY- 2002 
Parading the Colors 

L to R - Greg Milbrandt, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, Deanna Taylor 

L toR - Greg Milbrandt, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, Deanna Taylor 
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L to R - Legionnaire Harley Hansen & wife Sherri, Parade Marshall & Queen 

Legionnaire Jack Gubin, leading the antique tractors, on his Allis-Chalmers Tractor 
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Color Guards - 4th of July 2001- Representing three conflicts. 
L toR- Harley Hansen (Saudi), Tom Saunders (WW2), Earl Shunkwiler (Vietnam 

Persian Gulf), Greg Milbrandt (Saudi) 
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TRACTOR PULL- 9/29/2002 

Concession Stand Workers Post 207 
L toR - Front: Gerald Wanttie, George "Pat" Hansen 

Back: Duane Jark, Verlin Stange, Tom Saunders 

L toR- Legionnaires Norman Lee, Jack Gubin, Greg Milbrandt 

33 



Legionnaire Ronald "Jack" Gubin on his Massey Harris tractor. 

VETERAN'S DAY DINNER- 2002 

L toR - Tom Jurek, Dist. 14 Commander; Duane Jark, Commander Post 207; 
Greg Milbrandt, Vice Commander Post 207 

34 



L toR - Back Row: Herman Lier, Tom Jurek Dist. 14 Com., Clarence Erickson, 
Ronald "Jack" Gubin, Greg Milbrandt, Richard Ellingson, Eugene Face, Verlin 
Stange, Duane Jark. Front Row: Kenneth Jark, Deanna Taylor, Marvin Schley, 
Vern Prickett, Korinne Face, Tom Saunders. 

L to R - Lloyd J ark (receiving Plaque), Tom Saunders, Historian 
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L toR- Jaci Schley (receiving plaque), Tom Saunders, Historian 

L toR - Connie Hoeft (receiving plaque), Tom Saunders, Historian 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY- 2002 

L toR - Santa Clause, aka Kurt Hoeft, Darin Gubin (Grandson 
ofLegionnaire Jack Gubin), Ron Gubin. 

L to R - Collin Jark, Santa, Holli Jark, Christopher Jark (Grandchildren 
of Legionnaire Kenneth Jark) 
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L to R - Back Row: AI Rykman, Inel Ryk:man, Front Row: John Ellingson, Payton 
Ellingson, Nicole Ellingson (mother), Logan Ellingson, Taylor Ellingson 
(Grandchildren of Legionnaire Richard Ellingson) 

L toR- Santa, Derek Jark (Grandson of Legionnaire Kenneth Jark) 
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OBITUARY - DALE L. MOULTON 

Dale L. Moulton 

Aberdeen - The funeral for 
Dale L. Moulton, 75, of 1015 
Circle Drive #105, will be 1:30 
p.m., Friday, at .the First 
Assembly of God Church. 

Burial will be in Sunset 
Memorial Gardens with Mili
tary Graveside - - ---.-
Rites con
ducted by the 
Stratford Amer
ican Legion 
Post #207. 

He died Fri
day, March 14, 
2003, at 
McAllen Medi- Moulton 
cal Center, 
McAllen, Texas. 

Visitation will be 2-8 p.m. 
today and 8-11 a.m. Friday at 
Miller-Huebl Funeral Home, 
arid one hour prior to the ser
vice at church. 

Memorials are preferred to 
the Aberdeen Boys and Girls 
Club, 1111 1st Ave SE, 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 or 
Aberdeen Area Senior Center, 
1303 7th Avenue SE, 
Aberdeen, SD 57401. 

Dale L. Moulton was born 
August 24. 1927, to Lester and 
Charlotte (Link) Moulton in 
Stratford, South Dakota. He 
grew up in the Stratford and 
Aberdeen area, attending 
school in Stratford and at Dun
woody Institute in Minneapo
lis, Minn. 

He entered the U.S. Navy on 
July 18, 1945. After returning 
home from the Navy, he 
fanned and worked on the Mil
waukee and Burlington North
ern Railroad as an engineer. 

On August 9, 1952, he mar
ried Helen Mae Glaser in Rapid 

38 

City, S.D. They lived in Minne
apolis, Minn., and Aberdeen 
and wintered in Texas and 
Arizona. 

He loved the Lord Jesus and 
was a member of the First 
Assembly of God Church. He 
was a loving husband and won
derful father and grandfather 
who dearly enjoyed traveling 
to visit family in Minnesota, 
Texas and Oregon. He enjoyed 
hunting and fishing. His sense 
of humor will be remembered 
by all who knew him. Dale 
never met a stranger, and he 
enjoyed the company of many 
friends. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Helen; daughters, Barbara 
(Jim) Strudel of Austin, Texas, 
Pam (Dick) Wilcox of Round 
Rock, Texas, Kathy (Larry) 
Andrews of Cottage Grove, 
Oregon, Karen (John) Gonza
les of Roseburg, Oregon, Lori 
(Dave) Parsch of Alexandria, 
Minn., and Tracey (Jim) 
Rlieingans of Blaine, Minn.; 
sisters, Marge Stangel of Ala
mo, Texas, and Doris Pitz of 
Ten Sleep, Wyo.; brother, 
Allen Moulton of Minneapolis, 
Minn.; thirteen grandchildren 
and eleven great-grandchil
dren. 

Preceding him in death 
were his parents and brother, 
Cliff Moulton. 

Casket bearers are Cody 
Fredrickson, Justin Fredrick
son, Jarret Andrews, Jerry 
NeiU, Scott Jahnke and Ashley 
Rheingans. 

Honorary casket bearers are 
his grandchildren, great
grandchildren and all of his 
friends. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR RE: 

AIRPORT WAR MEMORIAL 

Correction to Saunders' history Airport: Make no name changes 
To the editor - In refer
ence to the letter headlined 
"Saunders Airport best 
choice," signed by Guy 
Chamberlain, obviously a 
WW II veteran: I agree 
with his thoughts about this 
·airport naming, etc. 

However, he is mistaken 
by claiming that Gen. 
LaVerne Saunders was a 
member of the Doolittle 
Raiders of Tokyo bombing 
fame. Saunders was else
where when the Tokyo 

raiders bombed Japan on 
April 18, 1942. There 
were two South Dakotans 
on that bomb run. I hope 
this keeps the record cor
rect. 

For further information 
about General Saunders go 
on-line to: www.af.mil/ 
news/biographies/saunders 
for a brief and concise 
biography. 

W. E. Aisenbrey 
Aberdeen 

Dedicate new air terminal to vets 
To the editor -The members 
of Post 207, American Legion, 
Stratford, in their most recent 
meeting, were unanimous in 
their opposition of dedicating 
the new airport terminal to 
Sen. Tom Daschle. 

The current terminal dis
plays a plaque dedicating that 
building as a war memorial to 
all veterans, men and women, 
who gave their life for their 

country. 
Mayor Tom HoJ:!per an~ 

airport board Prestdent Mike 
Erickson should give serious 
thought to this issue. 

Perpetuate the original 
intent by dedicating the new 
terminal to veterans as was 
done with the current termi
nal. 

Sen. Daschle's help in 
securing the much-needed 
funds is well known. There 

_ must be some other appropri-
ate way to express our thanks 

t 
to him for doing a good job 
than naming the building after 
hlm. 

Veterans from the area will 
feel that as a group they are 
again being put down if the 
oew terminal is not dedicated 
to their honor. 

Also, please keep the name 
"Saunders Field." Gen. Saun
ders was r-aised in the Strat
ford area and naming the field 
after him was appropriate. It 
is not surprising he will be 
inducted into the South Dakota 
Hall of Fame on Sept. 14. 

DuaiteJark 
Strat/oi'd 
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To the editor - Change the 
name of the Aberdeen 
Regional Airport from 
Saunders Field? NEVER. 
The American News edito
rial of May 16 enumerated 
Brig. Gen. Laverne G. 
Saunders' accomplishments. 
It should remain Saunders 
Field. 

A plaque in the entrance 
of the current terminal 
building reveals it was ded
icated as a war memorial 
to all service men and 
women who gave their . 
lives in the service of their 
country. 

Veterans of all wars 
should expect the new ter
minal building be re-

dedicated as a war memo
rial as was the original 
intent. Move the plaque to 
the new building. 

The airport board's rush 
to dedicate the new termi
nal building to Sen. 
Daschle for his help in 
securing funds for a such 
needed terminal does not 
give consideration of the 
past. Sen .. Daschle can be 
thanked in some other 
appropriate way. 

It is rare that a public 
building is dedicated to a 
living person. No change in 
names is needed or appro
priate. 

Thomas Saunders 
Aberdulc . 



Aberdeen airport: Keep faith with 
fallen veterans 

To the editor -In 1950 the 
field at the Aberdeen airport 
was named Saunders Field in 
honor of Brig. Gen. LaVerne 
G. Saunders of Aberdeen for 
his contribution to the nation 
in time of war. 

In the same year, a new 
terminal building was named 
the War Memorial building in 
honor of the men and women 
from Aberdeen and Brown 
County who were killed in 
World Wars I and II and 
those who have since been 
killed or may be killed in 
future conflicts. 

The tradition established in 
1950 honored not only Gen. 
Saunders but all Brown 
County veterans who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our 
nation. As in 1950, the nation 
is again at war with an 

·-o--• ..... 

enemy that on September 11, 
2001, declared war on us with 
the intent to destroy our way 
of life. There is no justifiable 
reason .why in 2002, with the 
nation again at war, why we 
would consider breaking faith 
with our deceased veterans. 

We must continue "to honor 
the memory of our fellow cit
izens who have and may in 
the future sacrifice their lives 
to preserve our freedom and 
way of life. The field should 
remain Saunders Field and 
the new terminal should be 
rededicated the War Memo
rial building with the existing 
plaque transferred to the new 
building when dedicated. · 

lticllard G. Saunders 
Colonel, U.S. Anny Retired 
Medford, N.j. 

Veterans Memorial Building 
To the editor - The 
Aberdeen Regional Airport 
terminal building is dedicated 
to the servicemen and women 
from this area who were 
killed in action during World 
War II. There is a plaque on 
the wall of the entrance to 
this building, which so states 
that dedication. 

Now, the city of Aberdeen 
is planning to build a new ter
minal building. Upon comple-
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tion of that new building, the 
above plaque and the dedica
tion it attests to should be 
moved to the new facility. · 

The new terminal building 
should not be dedicated to 
any individual. It should 
remain the Veterans Memo
rial Building. 

Bernard Fischbach 
Adjutant, Harris-Dennis American 
LtgW" Post 
Mtlldte 



Saunders worthy of honor 
To the editor - At the 
2002 reunion of the 23rd 
Bomb Squadron Association 
held at Longboat Key, Fla., 
I learned of some impend
ing changes in the designa
tion of Saunders Field and 
the War Memorial Build
ings. 

From what we know, 
these changes appear ·to be 
ill-timed and unwarranted. 
As our nation is once again 
engaged in one conflict and 
prepares for another, the 
sacrifices of past heroes are 
too important to be dis
carded or cast aside. The 
nation needs to be con
stantly reminded of how 
some gave so that we all 
might benefit (On a per
sonal note, I was a staff ser
geant radio operator 
assigned to Major Saunders' 
B-17 crew on Dec. 7, 1941 
when the Japanese attacked 
the Hawaiian Islands.) 

He was the commander 
of the 23rd Bombardment 
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Squadron and piloted one of 
the three B-17s that took off 
in an attempt to find the 
Japanese fleet 1bis was 
typical of his leadership. 
The members of his com
mand respected him and 
looked to him as a role 
model. 

H the actions being 
planned will in any way 
denigrate the memory of 
Gen. Saunders and the 
other veterans of Brown 
County, I urge you to 
reconsider. I agree with 
Gen. Saunders' son Richard, 
also a retired veteran: 
"There is no justifiable rea
son why in 2002, with the 
nation again at war, we 
would consider breaking 
our faith with our deceased 
veterans." 

Finally, if the plans are 
not as I understand them to 
be, I would appreciate a 
clarification. 

Billie J. Smith 
Major, USAF Retired 



Airport terminal name approved 
)-?ij' .--a__3 

By Elissa Grossell on;cial title War Memorial Building • Appr~ved a combin~ ~otice 
American News Writer 'Jj L of finding of no significant 

The War Memorial Build
ing is now the official name of 
Aberdeen Regional Airport's 
new terminal. 

The Aberdeen City Com
mission approved this title at 
its Monday meeting, ending 
months of controversy sur
rounding the naming of the 
new $6.6 million facility. 

The Aberdeen Airport 
Board first brought up dedicat
ing the building last spring. 
The first name to be sug-
·ested was Aberdeen's own 

J.S. Sen. Tom Daschle, who 
secured $2.5 million in fund
ing for the terminal building 
in 2000. Daschle recently 
asked that his name be 
removed from consideration. 

And last week the airport 
board voted unanimously to 

City Commission 

keep the same name and to 
physically remove the dedica
tion plaque from the current 
terminal and place it in the 
new building. 

The 15,000-square-foot ter
minal building will be located 
in a field 200 yards southeast 
of the current terminal and 
should be completed later this 
year. 

Confusion has surrounded 
the issue since it was first pro
posed. Aberdeen Regional Air
port will now consist of: 
• The new terminal building 
- t h e War Memorial 
Building. 
• The airfield - Saunders 
Field, named after local World 

War ll hero Gen. LaVerne 
Saunders. This was never in 
danger of being renamed. 
• The current terminal - offi
cials have said this will most 
likely not be renamed. It hasn't 
been decided what the build
ing will be used for once the 
new terminal opens. 

In other action, the 
commission: 
• Accepted the resignation of 
Len Scherr from the Business 
Improvement District Board of 
Directors effective immediate
ly. Scherr's letter of resigna
tion stated he was unable to 
continue his duties due to time 
constraints. 
• Appointed Scott Cunning
ham to Aberdeen's home rule 
task force and Jon Webb to the 
BID board. 

42 

impact and a notice of intent · 
to request funds for the North
east Regional Health and Fit
ness Center and its childcarc 
center. 
• Voted for final approval of 
an ordinance adopting revi
sions of the city's ordinances. 
This is required by state law 
and brings the city's code book 
up to date. 
• Set Jan. 29 bid date for a 
new motor grader for the pub
lic works street division, a new · 
refuse collection unit for the 
solid waste division and a new 
three-wheel self-propelled 
street sweeper. 
• Received lottery notices . 
from Shrine Hospital Auxiliary 
for a raffle on Dec. 5, 2003, 
and Homestead Tenants Orga~ · 
nization for a raffle on March 4 
and placed on file. 



Aftlf"JCI2n Nnut PM112 Pp /)(Jfllft /JidricJr 
Commluloned: Ben Victor, a Northern State Universtty junior, was commlsstoned to sculpt 
the bronze statue for the new airport termtnal. The art•st is shOwn standt'lg with a model of 
the Statue Tuesday at Coty Hall '" Aberdeen. 

NSU artist selected 
for airp~rt sculpture 

By ElisN c.-.11 
A""'""""N.-WriUr 

A 
more than 7-foot taU 

soldier will stand 
watch over 
Aberdeen's new 

airport. 
On Monday, the Aberdeen 

City Commission approved 
$100.000 to allow the cre
ation of a bronze sutue com· 
memorating members of the 
Armed Forces. 

The statue will go in front 
of th< new multimillion· 
dollar terminal - the War 
Memorial Building- for th< 
grand <>1>ening ~ for Vet<r· 
ans Oay. 

And a local college stu· 
dent will make it all happen. 

The $6.6 million. IS.~ 
square-foot taminal bwlding 
i< being built 200 yards 
southeast of the current ter· 
rninaL Th~ tentati~ compl~ 
tion d.at< is July 5. and work· 
crs ~xpec:t to m~t that date. 

11te t<rminaJ grand open· 
ing committre has be~n 
working on a memorial to tic 
in with th" Nov. 11 grand 
opcmng . Committee mem· 
bers thought a monumtnt 

Bronze soldier 
to watch over 

Aberdeen terminal 
show ing people who have 
served and who continue to 
serve the nation is appropri
ate sin.., the tmninal wiU be 
named the War Memorial 
Building. 

They selected Northern 
Stat< University art student 
Ben Victor to crea te the 
sculpture because tl>ey felt he 
can best accomplish what the 
committe~ wants. Mark 
Cavtn of Aberdeen Flying 
Service has said. 

Victor will create a mairl 
statu< ol a gtneric soldter 
holding an American Oag He 
wiJI stand on a raist-d con· 
crete platform surrounded by 
granit< ~ and a granite 
plaque on a podium describ
ing the anwork, The area will 
be light<d 24 hours a day. 
Caven bu said. Twu other 
soldiers - one male and o~ 
female - could be added lat· 
<r, depending on fund ing. 
Cavrn said the committee 
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also hopts to evtntually 
solicit donations and look for 
grants. 

SUnding 710 feet tall atop 
a U001 platform. the main 
soldiu is ·goiog to be an 
attention-getter.· Victor, 21, 
said. 

Caven $.iid the memor~J 
will be something of which 
tl>e community can be proud. 
and it put.s to rest any doubts 
that the tamitlal will be any
thing besides the War Memo
rial Building. 

And tit< fact that the 
sculptor is an NSU studrot is 
a huge salt$ tool and brings 
everyone logeth<T, he said. 

Victor hopes to stJJt work 
on the sl<ltue by the end of 
the week He has to be fin. 
ished with tM clay by July J. 
Tite statue will have to be 
t3ken to the foundry to be 
b<Onzed by Nov. I to be back 
lor the Nov. II caemony. 

Vic tor s aid ht>·s very 
excit<d to be a part of the 
project_ 

·1 think u's great for the 
communily; he said. espc· 
dally for veterans. ·we n..e<t 
something lil<e this.. 



IDENTITY OF VETERANS BURIED 

E. RONDELL, W. RONDELL, SCANDINAVIA 

CEMETERIES 

Name Cemetery Membership 
Robinson, James E. East Rondell 
Schlichting, Louis East Rondell 
Schlichting, William East Rondcll 
Schumacher, Oliver 0. East Rondell 
Ashford, Elderkin West Rondell 
Baker, George West Rondell 
Baker, Homer WestRondell 
Bayne, William Harrison West Rondell 
Cowles, Ralph West Rondell 
Daniels, Robert West Rondell 
Dwlker, George H. West Rondell 
Hartwell, Rollie Singer "Deke" West Rondell StraUord Legion Post #207 
Holcomb, Arthur William West Rondell 
Knox, Carroll Bernard West Rondell 
Kramp, Alfred Henry West Rondell Stratford Legion Post #207 
Kramp, Robert Lee WestRondeU 
Kramp, Wendell West Rondell 
Mathieu, James West Rondell 
McComsey, Arthur G. ''Art" West Rondell 
McMillin, Lester West Rondell 
Rose, Eugene P. West Rondell 
Rossow, WilliamA. West Rondell Strattord Legion Post #207 
Smith, John West Rondell 
Stoltenberg, Floyd West Rondell Brentford Legion Post #24 
Trudy, Jack West Rondell Brentford Legion Post #24 
Bunsness, Joseph W. Scandinavia 
Bunsness, Kenneth J. Scandinavia 
Bunsness, Mark Scandinavia 
Ellingson, Elmo Scandinavia 
Gullickson, Sanford Scandinavia Stratford Legion Post #207 
Gunderson, Alvin 1'bornas Scandinavia 
Hafnor, Carl Scandinavia Stratford Legion Post #207 
HWldstad, Paul R. Scandinavia 
Lee, Harold Scandinavia 
Liedel!, Herbert John Scandinavia 
LWld, Sanford Scandinavia 
M1IShall, William Scandinavia 
Nelson, Arthur B. Scandinavia 
Solberg, Edwin Arnindon Scandinavia Stratford Legion Post #207 
Svarstad, Albert E. Scandinavia 
Swenson, Harvey L. Scandinavia Stratford Legion Post #207 
Teigen, Halvor Scandinavia 
Westby, Frilhjob "fritz" Scandinavia 
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OBlTUARIES: CIVIL WAR VETERANS 

BAKER, George 
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~~""$<:'«~• '--'-~ l '::e;·.:···;~~ao··•n=· 

( 4 ' -~ --- ~---_- .. _<~::\· ·--~: .. 
-~=.fl~CJ~~-2!!~~~~~-~!~~~~<?-

:cer re11lilcnC ;ot trotUICI a ~pink eOttn-
. -~. pns~~~ .i ~-:ny .. t~l!l. n10rnlog ai" bl~-

ilome at 11 :-a·o.: ·· · · 
.. Tlic .. cf~a~cd \<'~S an old &Ott ler In 

he "Jim ..... ·Jnuey, tiling _~n n home
!(enu tn' ·· Jl\8:?~- . :'.J~·D&icer- was ·:1 eol
;Uer In tJie '~ar or tbe rebellion-, "cn
·lstln~ !rom bls native state or PenD· - ... 
•ylvnnln. 

When the ~f. & St. £~ ,rallwuy slir· 

. ,-eye-d 1111- line lbrougff· thls <'OUUty he'. 
I reot<'d his' rn•m a.nd after': hulldlng a 

r 
·e~~ idon<"c I~ Stratford, rested from 
ic:ri·e Tarmftl~~· · - - ·· · · · -· - ·I 

. I 
Ge-orge nnker was GS yean~. ~ 

nonths · nnd 8 _days oM at the time 
• ;-,: hTs~::tT~ath:::-w"'· - -: - - · ~ 

1 

·. { . . 
ncl daughter, Fremont. Baker. o( El · 

;ln. m:: anci- Miss Agnes Dak<!r. of 
Pcrklllti coun . y, with whom the rather 
passed the· s ummer upon· h<.'r home 
!'-tc-rd west o f U1e ~lssourl · rher. 
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Homer ,Bnl<er. a · son died several · 
years a~=.o. mainly n!> the resu lt or y 
womul r cct•ivec-i I n thP Spanlsh·Amer' 
lc•:n w1lr. l'orn 1-:. clinker I ('()(.' clleci 
at her C:tnalllnn home h ull wlnl('r 
.\l rl\. _nxkcr I~< n co usin tn ll. II. :-rr
f'lllll:hcy of :-u•ll<'tt c . 

Jo'un <>rnl sen-Ires wi ll iw h<'lrl nt thr 
ramlh· ' rcsldt'nrc .Snnclay, October. i:O 
nntl Interment nradt• 111 OnhW()()t! <'<'Ill 
o: tcry, Tlond<'ll. 



Lt t.. , Harold . 
IHOMESTEADEILOL 

~/: Funer«l of. Haro'h!_Lc:e 
Tho bot.ly of Harold Lee. who died 

In a. ca.mp . ln Vlr,r:lniA. w111 llrrlve In 
thn city tOlliOfl'OW mornJb~.a:t §· o'c19¢k 
nnit will lu~ taken to Moore's undcr· 

. tillnll:' .PJlrlon .• · - TISe fun~tal--wlll -1~ 
J held In tho .opcu . at..!ho C{lmetc.ry lu 
!_(_:~m .. I{L""DI!hJV • .Jhe .':howe ol. the Jl;l · 
· Tl'ntll of tho d(.-eenaed. Mr. and lllr'l. 
· J ohn l~c. Scn·lccs 11'111 · be· held at 
. :1 o'clock, nov. John Norby . omclul· . 
:llfg: ·-· -- ·- ·-: · - -. --- ·- -

A Olff. lf 

J STRATFORD DIES 
;;'-+~~ 1q3 J fl . A~l'/ 

James.., E. Robinson, North 
Dakota PoJitlcian anq ,}; 

.( Jurist, Passes ~way .1 
·'~TRATFORD.-Marctt -:4'"--Jai'nu ·E~· 

Robln!'On, plcturtsque and proml· 
nent North Dakota politician and 
Jurls1, dlt>d at tht> Soldiers' home at 
MII~'·A.ukce, Thur9day morning, age'i1 
!lS Yt>llr!". 

Jmmcdlntt'ly afttr being 'l,.lmllted 
to the bar f/11 the ,.tale <>l Michigan 
hn t>nllstt>d In the Union army anrt 
many Yl'llrs a ftt>r the war turned 
to the w <'ffi . 

: He hom!'~ ! ended · three mJies eat'( 
o·r Stratford a nrt Inter t u r ned hl• ~ at · 
tf'n t lon" . t o Nort~ Dakot11, whcre he 
hecamc prominent · In aurcc&lffully 
ple-o.dlng severo.! railroad ra~!! fo'll 
th.o mat"' J:Mofore the ~preme court 

·or· the United St~ttes . H~ was N'· 

' wArde-d' for hie P('rvtcu hy hl'ln'g sent 
to con~rc>ae for !I'E'vernl t errl)s. 

Mr. Roblna'on wa" an ardf'nt non· 
partiS'lln and waa e-'1ccted to the chie-f 
Ju9tl<'t>tohlp. whe-n that '{larry domi· 
nat!'d his fttllle:-·He Introduced many 
new practlcta and c hans;es In that 
body and wae pat'tlcularly comment· 
ed on In the famou~r North Dak,o:a 
"SIN- lng BeiWty" cast>. batring · hie 
d slon-ino~n-(lllulty han on 
I w. Mr. Robin so n 'also puhllll'hfd 

vt>ral hooke on Industrial condl· j 
tiona In North Dako ta. He attempt· 
ed to personally take care ot hla 1 
!ann n ear Stratford but ·IJOOn return· 
ed tq hie pra.c;ttce at !JIMnarc'k. 

He I• •urvtvf'd by hie daught~n. 
ra. 

noon and lnl~rment will · two at the 
. Strntford <"~m~lf'ry under the car~_ 

I or the local Lea-ion poat. 
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Anderson, Matt, 11 

Ashford, Elderkin, 44 

Aisenbrey, W. E., 39 

Baggett, Keith, 15, 25 

Baker, George, 44, 45 

Baker, Homer, 44 

Bayne, W. Harrison, 44 

Bartz, Randall, 15, 25 

Bensen, Chuck, 9 

Bunsness, Joseph, 44 

Bunsness, Kenneth, J. 44 

Bunsness, Mark, 44 

Carmine, Darrel, ii 

Carmine, Lee, ii 

Carmine, Owen, ii 

Constitution, iv 

Cowles, Ralph, 44 

Daniels, Robert, 44 

Daschel, Tom, 9 

Davis, Jay D., 16, 25 

Dayton, Dale, ii 

Dayton, Earl, ii 

Dayton, Robert, ii 

Dunker, George H. , 44 

Ellingson, Elmo, 44 

Ellingson, John, 37 

Ellingson, Logan, 3 7 

Ellingson, Nicole, 37 
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Ellingson, Payton, 3 7 

Ellingson, Richard, 8, 16, 25, 26, 29, 35 

Ellingson, Taylor, 37 

Erickson, Clarence, 17, 25, 35 

Erickson, Mike, 9 

Erdmann, Lynn, ii, 11, 17, 25 

Erdmann, Richard, iii 

Face, Eugene, ii, 3, 7, 8, 25, 27, 28, 35 

Face, Kelly, iii 

Face, Korinne, ii, 18, 25, 35 

Fischbach, Bernard, 40 

Floan, George, ii 

Floan, Melvin, ii 

Floan, Raymond, ii 

Gubin, Darin, 36 

Gubin, Ronald "Jack", 5, 7, 8, 10, 13, 25, 

33, 34, 35, 36 

Gullickson, Sanford, 44 

Gunderson, Alvin Thomas, 44 

Hafuor, Carl, 45 

Hansen, George Jr. "Pat", ii, 5, 7, 8, 10, 25, 

27, 28, 29 

Hansen, Harley, ii, iii, 6, 7, 8, 10, 25, 27, 

31 , 23 

Hansen, Michael, ii, 18, 25 

Hansen, Sherri, 31 

Hanson, Robert, 19, 25 

Hartwell, Rollie S. "Deke", 44 



Hilgemann, Laura, 3 9 

Hoeft, Connie, 11, 35a 

Holcomb, Arthur William, 44 

Holcomb, Jack, ii 

Hundstad, James, 19, 25 

Hundstad, Paul R, 44 

Jark, Christopher, 36 

Jark, Collin, 36 

Jark, David, 20, 25 

Jark, Derrick, 37 

Jark, Duane, 1, 7, 10, 11, 13, 25, 33, 34, 35 

Jark, Holly, 36 

Jark, Kenneth, ii, 2, 7, 8, 25, 27, 28 

Jark, Wtlliam, ii 

Jurek, Tom, 11, 34, 35 

Knox, Carroll, 44 

Kramp, Alfred Henry, 44 

Kramp, Robert Lee, 44 

Kramp, Wendell, 44 

Kurtz, David, 20, 25 

Lee, Harold, 44, 46 

Lee, Norman, 8, 11, 21, 25, 27, 28, 29 

Liedell, Herbert John, 44 

Lier, Herman, 8, 13, 21, 25, 27, 28, 29, 35 

Lund, Sanford, 44 

Marshall, William, 44 

Mathieu, James, 44 

McComsey, Arthur G., 44 

McMillin, Lester, 44 
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Mewing, Chuck, 13 

Milbrandt, Greg, ii, iii, 1, 7, 8, 10, 25, 27, 

28, 30, 32, 33, 34 

Milbrandt, Wendy, ii 

Misslitz, Curtis, ii, 13 

Misslitz, Donald, ii 

Misslitz, Vernon, ii 

Moulton, Dale, 13, 22, 25, 38 

Nelson, Arthur B., 44 

Nelson, Martin, 44 

Prickett, Vern, ii, 2, 7, 8, 10, 13, 25, 27, 

28,29 

Radke, Robert, ii 

Radke, VerriJ, ii 

Reiss, Bonnie, 11 

Robinson, James E ., 44, 48 

Rose, Eugene P., 44, 47 

Rossow, William A., 44 

Rykman, AI, 37 

Rykman, Inel, 37 

Rykman, Jordan, 12 

Samuelson, Ed, ii, 9 

Samuelson, Maurice, ii 

Saunders Field, 9 

Saunders, LaVerne G., 8, 12 

Saunders, Richard, 40 

Saunders, Thos. E ., 3, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 25, 

27, 32, 33, 39 

Schley Farms, 11 



Schley, Jackie, 11, 35a 

Schley, Jerry, 11 

Schley, Marvin, 11, 22, 25 

Schlichting, Louis, 44 

Schlichting, Orville, 23, 25 

Schlichting, William, 44 

Schumacher, Oliver, 44 

Shunkwiler, Earl, 6, 7, 8, 25, 27, 28, 29, 

30, 32 

Smith, John 44, 

Solberg, Edwin, 44 

Stange, Verlin, 4, 7, 8, 10, 13, 25, 27, 28, 

29, 30, 33 

Stoltenberg, Floyd, 44 

Svarstad, Albert E., 44 

Swenson, Harvey, 44 

Taylor, Deanna, 8, 11, 23, 25 

Teigen, Halvor, 44 

Trudy, Jack, 44 
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Victor, Ben, 43 

Vilhauer, Lance, 26 

Waldner, George, 12 

Wanttie, Gerald, 10, 13, 24, 25, 33 

Warner High Schoo~ 11 

Westby, Frithjob "Fritz", 44 

Williams, Aaron, 7, 10, 26 
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Wyland, Tom, 9 
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INTRODUCTION 

This is the 4th history prepared of Stratford Post 207. The town of 

Stratford will celebrate its Centennial in 2006. The Post is participating in the 

planning for this event. 

Our Vice Commander, Greg MilbTandt is still on active duty and hopes to 

return home dUTing 2004. 

Post 207 is proud to have met and exceeded the membership goals set for 

2003-04. We continue in our efforts to recruit younger members. This Post has 

but four World War 2 Veterans members. 

As reported in this document, Members of Post 207 participated in the re

dedication of the new Terminal Bldg. at the Aberdeen Regional Airport. Two of 

our membership helped in the unveiling of a statute honoring WW2 Veterans. 

The original plaque that dedicated the original airport building to all Veterans 

who gave their life in the service of their country was moved to the new 

Terminal, which was the hope of many Veterans. The Airport Board had 

suggested the new Terminal be dedicated to Senator Tom Daschel. After letters 

to the Editor of The Aberdeen American News were printed, $enator Daschel 

asked that his name be withdrawn. The officials also decided to continue to call 

the field "Saunders Field." 

This being the year that the WW2 Veteran's Memorial will be dedicated at 

Washington DC on 5/29/04, Post 207 intends to prepare a plaque identifying 

those from the area who served in WW2. 
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Post 207 will continue to play an active roll in community activities, 

such as, 4th of July celebrations, Centennial programs, promote patriotism, and 

support of youth activities. 

A special thank you is extended to Kelly Face who researched and 

found the obituru:ies of past Post 207 members . Also, a thank you is extended to 

Kathy Williams who assisted in the publishing and printing of this document. A 

thank you is also extended to Dacotah Bank Aberdeen for their generous consent 

to use of their copying machine. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

DEPARTMENT 

OF 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

PREAMBLE 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following 

purposes: 

To uphold and defend the constitution ofthe United States of America and of 

the State of South Dakota; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a 

one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our 

associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the 

Community, State and Nation; to combat the autocracy ofboth the classes and the 

masses; to make right the master of might, to promote peace and good will on 

earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and 

democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual 

helpfulness. 
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COMMANDER 

VICE-COMMANDER 

ADJUTANT 

CHAPTER 1 

ROSTER OF POST OFFICERS 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS; ASN 17144088; Sgt. US 

Al·my Air Corp. 9/10/43 to 3/19/46 (WW2). Central 

Fire Control Gunner B-29 bomber. Civilian 

Occupation: SA FBI retired, VP Dakotah Bank, 

retired. Resides: 1515 E. Melgaard Rd.# 102, 

Aberdeen, SD 57401. Phone: 605-229-5349. 23-

year member Post 207 

GREG G. MILBRANDT; SN 503-040-3000. Specialist 

FICUS Army. Active Reserve; Served Gulf War. 

Active 1985 to Present. MSO Cavalry Scout 19D, 

88M Heavy Vehicle Driver. Decorations SW Asia 

Service: Army Achievement Medal, SD Dist. 

Service Award, Good Conduct, Overseas Medal, 

Reserve Component award. Civilian Occupation: 

Welder. 5-year member Post 207. Greg was 

recalled to active duty 2/12/03. 

VERN PRICKETT; SN 503-76-7885. Served in both 

the USMC and US Army. Combined service from 

1975 to Feb 1999 (Desert Storm). MOS: 

Transportation Officer. Civilian Occupation: 

Milkman. Resides: P. 0. Box 348, Stratford, SD. 

Telephone: 605-395-6911 
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SGT. AT ARMS 

HISTORIAN 

CHAPLAIN 

KENNETH JARK; SN US 553-71683. Cpl.US Army 

4/53 to 4/55 (Korea). MOS: Company Clerk. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer/auctioneer. Resides 

at 401 21st Ave. NE, Aberdeen, SD. Telephone: 

605-225-0510. 49-year member Post 207. 

DEANNA TAYLOR; US .Al·my E-5. Served from 4182 

to 3/91 (Desert Storm). Awarded ARCOM, Good 

Conduct, Pres.Desert Storm. Was 71-C 

Stenographer. Civilian Occupation: Bookkeeper. 

Resides: P.O. Box 413, Stratford, SD 57474. 

Telephone: 605-395-6411. 

EuGENE FACE, SN 503-46-7433. E-6 USAF & SD 

NG. Served from 2/53 to 6/62 (Korean Conflict). 

MOS: Aircraft Mech. Resides: 39815 147th St., 

Str atford, SD. Telephone 605-395-6608. 41-year 

member Post 207. Eugene is also the father of 

Korinne Face and Steven Face, also members of 

Post 207. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

CHAPTER2 

ROSTER OF POST CHAIRS 

VERLIN STANGE; SN 17527556. PFC US Army 

from 1111161 to 8/9/63 (Berlin Crisis). MOS: 

Surveyor. Civilian Occupation: Farmer. Resides: 

14393 397th Ave., Stratford, SD Telephone: 605-

395-6419. 8-year member Post 207 

AMERICANISM OFFICER RoNALD"JACK" GUBIN; SN RA 17371827. PFC 

US Army 1153 to 1156 (Korea). MOS: Truck Driver. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer. Resides: 14547 398th 

Ave, Stratford, SD. Telephone: 605-395-6964. 46-

year member Post 207. 

SERVICE OFFICER GEORGE " PAT" HANSEN (JR.); SN 4948178. B-5 

US_Navy. Served 1957-1963 (Vietnam era). 

Awa.Tded Good Conduct medal. Resides: RFD 

Stratford, SD. Telephone: 605-226-2348. Civilian 

Occupation: farmer, Tural mail carrier, Conde SD. 

9 year member of Post 207. Pat is also the father 

of Harley Hansen, one of two father-son 

combinations in this Post. 
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ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

EARL SHUNKWILER; ASN 504662772. US Navy, E-

6, 1968 to 1992 (Vietnam-Persian Gulf). MOS: Av. 

Ordinance, Machinist Mate. Resides: 39806 149th 

St., Stratford, SD. Telephone: 605-395-5879. 

Civilian Occupation: Maintenance, State Hospital, 

Redfield, SD. 14-year member Post 207. 

HARLEY HANSEN; SN 503868479. US Navy E-1, 

2nd Class Petty Officer, Served 1984-92 SW Asia. 

Recalled to active duty 2002. Awarded: Navy 

Achievement/Armed Forces Ex. SW Asia, Navy 

Good Conduct Medal. MOS: Gunners Mate. 

Civilian Occupation: US Post Office Resides: 

14447 396lh Ave., Stratford, SD 12-year member 

Post 207. 
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CHAPTER3 

ONE-YEAR POST CHRONICLE 

Annual Stag Pru:ty 

On 4-04-03, the annual Stag Party was held at the Stratford Community 

Hall. Much work went into the preparation for this event. Food and drink was 

supplied by the BS Bar. After all bills were paid, Post 207 netted $819.39 from 

this ventm·e. 

Election of Officers 

On 5/12/03.at a regular meeting, the following officers were elected for the 

coming year: 

Commander 

Vice Commander 

Adjutant 

Historian 

Sgt. at Arms 

Chaplain 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

GREG G. MILBRANDT 

VERN PRICKETT 

DEANNA TAYLOR 

KENNETH JARK 

EUGENE FACE 

Appointed by the New Commander to the following chairs: 

Americanism Officer JACK GUBIN 

Public Affairs 

Membership 

Service Officer 

Athletic Director 

Children & Youth 
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GERALD W ANTTIE 

VERLIN STANGE 

GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN, JR. 

EARL SHUNKWILER 

HARLEY HANSEN 



Spring Tractor Pull 

On 5/31103 Post 207 sponsored the Spring Tractor Pull at the Stratford 

Community Park. The Post again provided assistance by operating the concession 

stand. On this occasion Gene Smith from Wimpy's in the Lakeside Mall, 

Aberdeen, provided the meat and prepared t he bar-b-que. This began at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Eugene Face, Vern Prickett, Pat Hansen, Norman Lee, Duane Jark and 

Saunders were workers at the stands. 

Memorial Day 

The annual Memorial Day services began at the Community Hall, 

Stratford at approximately 8:00AM on 5/26/03. The event began with the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag, followed by the common table prayer. The Auxiliru·y 

provided a breakfast of rolls, juice and coffee. 

After breakfast the children led the group in singing of patriotic songs. 

Konine Face and Kristi Brunes assisted with the children. 

On this occasion, a presentation was made to Kathy Williams for all the 

assistance given in the publication of the latest Legion History, to be submitted 

to the State for competition. 

Commander Saunders used this event to thank the Auxiliary for 

sponsoring the breakfast, and Joe Schwan, Reid Johnson and Anna Tribble for 

volunteering as trumpet players. 
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A moment of silence was had for our departed Comrades Dale Moulton and 

Robert Hanson. Robert Hanson's funeral was to be conducted on 5/27/03 with 

Post 207 providing the fil-ing squad. 

Saunders comments reminded those that this day was founded subsequent 

to the Civil War and promoted by the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). He 

reminded those present of the identity of those Civil War Veterans who 

Homesteaded in this area, helped with the development of the area, and whose 

remains are buried in both West Rendell (Oakwood) Cemetery and East Rendell 

Cemetery. Saunders asked that those present go forth with a sense of respect for 

those who preceded us and helped build and maintain this community since its 

founding in 1906. 

Sgt. at Arms, Kenneth J ark, then read the Honor Roll of the dead in each 

of the cemeteries to be visited and thereafter the Firing Squad dispersed to each 

of the cemeteries. 

The Detail for this Memorial Day was: 

Sgt. at Arms 

Chaplain 

Flag Detail 

Firing Squad 

7 

KENNETHJARK 

EUGENE FACE 

EARL SHUNKWILER 

VERUN STANGE 
TOM SAUNDERS 
DEANNA TAYLOR 

VERN PRICKETT 
GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN 
NORMAN LEE 
HARLEY HANSEN 



Post Members Present 

Trumpets 

ROBERT HANSON FUNERAL 

HERMANLIER 

JACKGUBIN 
DUANE JARK 
RICHARD ELLINGSON 

GERALD W ANTTIE 

JOE SCHWANN & ANNA TRIBBLE 

On 5/27/03 members of Post 207 met at the Plymouth Congregational Church for 

the funeral of Robert J. Hanson, sitting as a group to pay honor to Robert. Subsequent to 

the service, Legion members proceeded to the cemetery and performed the military rites. 

Those making up the detail this day were: 

Sgt. @Arms 

Flag Detail 

Firing Squad 

Others lined with Squad 

8 

THOMASE.SAUNDERS 

EARL SHUNKWILER 
DEANNA TAYLOR 
VERLIN STANGE 
JACKGUBIN 

HARLEY HANSEN 
NORMAN LEE 
GEORGE HANSEN JR. 
GERALD W ANTTIE 

EUGENE FACE 
RICHARD ELLINGSON 
CLARENCE ERICKSON 
D UANEJARK 
HERMANLlER 



Spring Tractor Pull 

On 5/31103 the Post sponsored a "spring warm up" tractor pulL Our involvement 

was to provide help and operate the concession stand. Those participating were: Vern 

Prickett, Duane Jark, George "Pat" Hansen, Eugene Face, Earl Shunkwiler and Tom 

Saunders. 

Post History 4-1-02 to 4-1-03 

On 6/22/02 Charemon Duncan, Dept. Historian, advised that the Post 207 

submission of Post Hist01·y had been awarded 1st place in the Annual Department One

year History Contest of the American Legion, Department of South Dakota. Duncan 

subsequently advised the History was being sent to National for competition. On 10-9-

03, the Post was informed the National Historians Contest presented to Stratford Post 

207, Stratford South Dakota, Honorable Mention Post Narrative History, Historian 

/Compiler Thomas Saunders. 

Korean Veterans 

Larry Gerlach, Manager, Brown County Fair Board, announced the 2003 ''Veterans Day 

Picnic and Program" honoring a precise group of Veterans each year. The event was to be 

held Saturday 8/16/03 at 12:00 Noon. This being the 50th anniversary of the Korean War 

Armistice, all Korean Veterans could attend free. Those from Post 207 who attended 

were Kenneth Jark, George "Pat" Hansen, Herman Lier, and Gerald Wanttie, all of 

whom are Korean Veterans. 
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4th of July 

As is customary, Post 207 lead the annual 4th of July Parade in Stratford. Those 

making up the detail this year were Flag Bearers Vern Prickett & Harley Hansen; Honor 

Guards were Deanna Taylor and George "Pat" Hansen. 

Americanism 

Post 207 on 9/8/03 donated $50.00 to the Brown County Chapter National Flag 

Association, to assist in the cost of the large flag being displayed at Wyley Park, 

Aberdeen S.D. 

District 14 conference@ Frederick 9-19-03 

Commander Tom Saunders, Herman Lier and George "Pat" Hansen of Post 207 

attended the fall conference and later related to Post Members at their next regular 

meeting those items being emphasized by the new Commander Wayne "Red" Vetter and 

other State Officers. 

Fall Tractor Pull 9-28-03 

Post 207 again sponsored the Fall Tractor Pull held at the Stratford park. Those 

members who worked the concession stand were: Duane Jark, George "Pat" Hansen, 

Vern Prickett, Tom Saunders, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, Eugene Face and Ronald 

"Jack" Gubin. Some Auxiliary members again donated b:n·s. Schley Farms, Inc. donated 

meat for the bar-b-que's, Connie Hoeft prepared the bar-b-que. Lloyd Jark donated the 

use of his Bob Cat for maintaining the pull track. There were a large number of pullers. 

Gubin had secured enough Commercial sponsors to more than pay for the trophies, the 

announcer, and the truck/sled driver. 

10 



Veterans Day Pot Luck Supper 11-9-03 

On Sunday night, 11/9/03, the Auxiliary of American Legion Post 207, Stratford 

SD hosted a "pot luck" supper for Veterans and Community Members. Mr. Wayne "Red" 

Vetter, State Commander American Legion; Barbara Vetter, President District 5, Legion 

Auxiliary; and June Malsom, President, District 14, were in attendance. Eric Milbrandt, 

age 9, and Jacob Milbrandt, age 6, the sons of Sgt. 1st Class Greg Milbrandt, led the 

attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Sgt. Milbrandt is a member of the 

740th Transportation Co. S.D. National Guard and is currently serving in Iraq. 

Adj. Vern Prickett served as Master of Ceremonies. Eugene Face, Post Chaplain, 

said grace before the meal. A detail made up of George "Pat" Hansen, Earl Shunkwiler, 

Deanna Taylor and Harley Hansen posted the Colors for the event and retired the Colors 

upon completion of the evening. Adj. Vern asked all Veterans present to identify the 

conflict they were involved in, the time frame of their service and the branch of Service 

they served in. 

Commander Saunders then addressed the group, reminding those present that 

this day grew out of WWI, as did the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Father/ Son 

combinations were identified, viz., either members of the Post or residents ofthe 

Community: Ed & Maurice Samuelson, Bill & Kenny Jark, George "Pat" Hansen and 

Harley Hansen, Verril and Robert Radke, Eugene Face and Steven Face. 

Father/Daughter combination: Eugene Face and Korrine Face. Husband/Wife: Vern 

Prickett and Korinne Face, Brothers: Mike and George "Pat" Hansen. Brother/sister: 

Greg and Wendy Milbrandt. 
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Families with three sons in the service during WW2 were also recognized. 

Dayton: Earl, Robert, Dale; Floan: Melvin, George, Raymond; Erdman: Lynn, Richard 

112 bro. Jack Holcomb; Misslitz: Vernon, Donald, Curtis; Carmine: Darrel, Duane, Lee. 

Post 207 has, within the immediate past, lost three of our Comrades: Leland 

Stange a long time member and Past Commander; Dale Moulton who as a young man 

was raised on the farm now occupied by Lloyd Jark; and Robe1·t Hanson, a long time 

member of the Stratford Community. All widows were invited to attend this function. 

Helen Moulton could not attend. Bonnie Rice, President of the Auxiliary presented a rose 

to Nancy Stange, and caused another to be delivered to Lovila Hanson. Commander 

Vetter then spoke to the group about the need to continue fighting for Veteran's Rights 

and to secu1·e proper funding for the Veteran's Administration. 

Veterans Day 11-11-03 

On Veteran's Day Commander Saunders & wife, George "Pat"Hansen, 

Harley Hansen and Gerald Wanttie all attended the Program held at the Aberdeen Civic 

Arena. All Veteran's Organizations from the area were in attendance with music 

supplied by the Aberdeen Central Band and Aberdeen Public Schools Elementary 

Chorus. After the program, all then retired to the VFW Club Room for a noon meal. 

Aberdeen Regional Airport Dedication 11/11/03 

Post 207 had been active in opposing the dedication of the new Terminal to 

Senator Tom Daschle, and changing the name of the field from "Saunders Field." The 

Post advocated by letters to the Editor, to re-dedicate the new terminal as a war 
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memorial, like the original terminal. It was recommended the plaque from the original 

terminal building be moved to the new texminal. This was done. 

On 11111/03, Commander Saunders & wife, Chaplain Eugene Face, Gerald 

Wanttie, and George "Pat" Hansen attended the dedication ceremonies at the airport. 

Post 207 members Herman Lier, representing the Air Force, and Harley Hansen, 

representing the US Navy, wearing their uniforms, assisted in the unveiling of the 

Veteran's statute that was sculpted by Benjamin Victor. There is a movement to 

commission two additional statutes. 

Visit Brown County Veteran's Service Officer 

Tom Gohn, Brown County's Veterans Service Officer on 3/8/04 visited Post 207 at 

its regular meeting. He explained his office has a budget short fall as the County 

Commissioners had to cut all budgets. He is short $1,800.00. He and an assistant need to 

attend a work shop at Pierre to stay abreast of all the changes within the Veteran's 

Administration. 

He also asked that Veterans of the ~orean Conflict complete questionnaires as the 

Governor intends to honor those Veterans as was done for the WW2 Veterans. 

District 14 Commander Visit 

Gerald Sanborn, District 14 Commander, also visited Post 207 on 3/8/04. 

Commander Sanborn talked of the need to continue in our efforts to increase 

membership. He also reminded members of the election of District 14 officers that will 

take place at the District meeting at Mobridge on 4/20/04. 
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Don ations 

Post 207 on 3/18/04 voted to donate $150.00 to PCCN Network of the Warner 

High School. This is to help defray the cost of a "lock in" following the J r. -Sr. Prom. 

New F lags 

On 3/8/04, the membership authorized the Adjutant to expend up to $200.00 for 

the purchase of two new flags and stands for inside activities. 

Boys' State 

Post 207 nominated Austin Schwan, son of Steven and Sharon Schwan, to attend 

2004 SD State Boys' State. Austin is a Junior at Warner High School and resides in 

Stratford with his parents. 
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KEITH BAGGETT; 

RANDALL BARTZ 

AMBER BRUNES CROUCH 

JAY DAVIS 

RICHARD ELLINGSON 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 

SN 504-58-6917. US Air Force E-7 M. Sgt., Served 1969 

to 1990 (Vietnam Era). MOS: 206, 294, 274. Received 

Meritorious Service Medal W/301C, Air Force 

Commendation Medal with a 3 OLC. Resides: 

Stratford, SD. Employed: Bath Corner Convenience 

Store 

Served in SD NG from 1965-1971 (Vietnam Era). 

Operated howitzer with 147th Field Art. Resides: Lake 

Traverse, SD area. Retired 2003 from Fed-X. 

Amber is the 

daughter of Christine Brunes and a 6 year veteran of 

the US Navy, currently in her second enlistment, and a 

new member of Post 207. 

SN AF 19519907, US All· Force. Served from 1/54 to 

11158 (Korea). MOS All· Borne Radar Controller. 

Recently left area and renewed membership with Post 

207. 

US Army (Korea). 1953. Civilian Occupation: Farmer. 

Resides: Aberdeen, SD. Telephone: 605-225-1821. 52-

year member Post 207. 
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LYNN ERDMANN; ASN 37144307. US Army, F-A, WW2, Rank T-4. Served 

from 2/13/42 to 11/25/45. MOS: Surveyor. Awarded 

Silver Star, Europe-African Eastern Theatre Service 

Medal, Am. Theatre Service Medal, Normandy, N. 

France, Rhineland Battle Stars. Civilian Occupation: 

Mail Carrier, Farmer. Resides: 1855 W. Southern, #20, 

Apache Junction, AZ. Telephone: 480-983-5372. 59-year 

member Post 207. 

CLARENCE ERICKSON; SN 863-40-08. US Navy, Seaman 1st Class (WW2). 

KORINNE FACE; 

STEVEN M. FACE 

Served 12/44 to 7/46. Medals: Asiatic Pacific, Victory & 

Ame1-ican Def. Resides: 39757 141st St. , Groton, SD 

57445. Telephone: 605-395-6631. 57-year Member Post 

207. 

SN 503842841. Sgt. US Army served 11111190 to 

7/25/91 (Gulf War). MOS: Truck driver. Civilian 

Occupation: Teacher Resides: Box 425, Stratford, SD 

57474. Telephone: 605-395-6911 4-year member Post 

207. 

Steven recently retired as Major, US Air Force having 

served 21 years (1981 to 2002) and is a new member of 

Post 207. 
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MICHAEL HANSEN; ASN 55894371. US Army, SP4. Served from 8/16/66 to 

8/15/68 (Vietnam Era). MOS 63-G20. Awarded Nat. 

Defense Service Medal, Sharp shooter medal. Civilian 

Occupation: Farmer. Resides: 620 8th Ave. NE, 

Aberdeen, SD 57401. Telephone: 605-229-4452. Past 

Commander Post 207. 31-year member Post 207. 

(PUFL). 

JAMES " JIM" HUNDSTAD SN 17592823. S/Sgt. (E-6), US Air Force 1961 to 1969 

(Vietnam Era). MOS: 46230 Weapons Spec. Civilian 

Occupat ion: Teacher, Farmer, State Legislator. 

Resides: 13755 395th Ave., Bath, SD 57427. Telephone 

605-225-3093. Two year member Post 207. 

DAVIDJARK SN 503642420. US Army Sgt. E-5. Enlisted 7/2/1970. 

Discharged 7/1173 followed by 3- year inactive Res. 

MOS: Helicopter Repair, ammo specialist, sensor 

specialist. E ntered AZ NG 1/29/88, then crew chief on 

AB-1 Cobra and Apache. While in AZ Guard, served in 

Somalia, Africa. Instructor. Pakistan Army. 2/94 to 

3/94 attached to UN. Awards Vietnam Service Medal, 

Air Medal with 60 device, Nat'l. Defense Medal, Al·my 

Achievement Medal, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, 

Vietnam Campaign. Resides: 37 4 Sykes Creek R. 

Rouge River, OR 97537. Telephone: 541-582-8190. 
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DUANEJARK 

DAVID KURTZ 

NORMAN LEE 

HERMAN LIER 

Service # NG27790360. Spec. 5, SD National Guard. 

Served 11/63 to 11169 (Vietnam). Civilian Occupation: 

Manager Grain Elevator. Resides 220 McLeod Ave., 

Box 453, Stratford, SD. Telephone: 605-395-6549. 33-

year member Post 207. Duane was a long time 

Adjutant of Post 207 and immediate past Commander. 

He has accepted the position of Co-Chairman of the 

2006 Stratford Centennial Committee. 

Army NG Spec 4. Civilian Occupation: Wheat Growers, 

Bee Keeper Currently resides Beverly Health Care 

Facility, Redfield, SD. Telephone: 605-472-2288. 25-

year member Post 207. 

ASN 17578529. US Army, E-5. Served from 1960 to 

1965 (Vietnam Era). MOS 631. Civilian Occupation: 

Farmer. Resides: 38905 140th St., Warner, SD 57479. 4-

year member Post 207. 

ASN 17301474. USAF Airman 1st Class. Served ll2/51 

to 12/20/54 (Korean War). Awarded Good Conduct 

Medal, Korean Service Medal, MOS Aircraft welder. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer, Construction, Certified 

welder. Resides: 622 S. McCoy, Aberdeen, SD 57401. 3-

year member Post 207. 
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HAROLD PARDEW 

MARVIN SCHLEY 

Served in US Army for 6 years as a helicopter pilot in 

Vietnam, followed by two years as an instructor. Was 

member of 147th SD National Guard for two years. 

Cun·ently serving as a Deacon in the Sioux Falls 

Diocese, Catholic Church, assigned at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Parrish and as a Chaplain Sioux Valley 

Hospital. 

US Army Cpl. Army Field Artillery. Served 9/51 to 9/53 

(Korean Conflict). Awarded Good Conduct medal and 

Marksman medal. Civilian Occupation: Farme1·. 

Resides: 1115 N. 1st St, Aberdeen, SD 

ORVILLE SCHLICHTING USN 9847722. Machinist Mate 2nd Class. Served 1945 

to 1947 (WW2). Awarded Pacific Theatre Medal, 

Victory Medal & Occupation of Japan. Orville served in 

the Sea Bees and reports they did not want to 

discharge him because of his cat driving skills. Orville 

resides at Beverly Nursing Home, Groton, SD. 

GERALD W ANTTIE USAF 17371673, M/Sgt. (E-7). (Korea & Vietnam). 

Radio Operator. Civilian Occupation: Farmer, Feed 

Plant Operator. Resides: 424 S. 12th St., Aberdeen, SD 

57401. Telephone: 605-225-8512 
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PHOTOS OF POST ACTIVITIES 2004 

L toR- Ron Gubin, Tom Saunders, Duane Jark 
Past Commander Duane Jark, surprising Saunders by presenting him 
with Plaque and certificate for winning 1st place for 2002-2003 Post 
History. 

L to R - George "Pat" Hansen, Vern Prickett, Harley Hansen, Deanna Taylor 
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Pot Luck Supper 11-09-03 

Posting the Colors: L toR - Detail L toR: George "Pat" Hansen Jr., Harley 
Hansen, Earl Shunkwiler, Deanna Taylor 

Head Table L toR- Casper Malsom; June Malsom, Pres. Dist 14 Auxiliary; 
Barbara Vetter, Pres. Dist. 5 Auxiliary; Wayne ''Red" Vetter, State 
Commander American Legion; Vern Prickett, Adj. Post 207; Thomas 
E. Saunders, Commander, Post 207; Eugene Face, Chaplain, Post 
207; Bonnie Reiss, Pres. Auxiliary Post 207 
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Commander Wayne "Red" Vetter, addressing the gathering. 

President June Malsom, District 14, American Legion Auxiliary 
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Commander Saunders presenting Sharon Schwan a plaque and gift for having 
directed the playing of the National Anthem in excess of 5000 times as Music 
Directo1· at W arneT High School. 

Bonnie Reiss, President American Legion Auxiliary, presenting a rose to Nancy 
Stange, widow of Leland Stange, Post Commander 207. 

24 



State Commander Wayne "Red" Vetter , Jacob Milbrandt, Eric Milbrandt, Post 
207 Commander Thomas E. Saunders. Eric and Jacob are the sons of Sgt. 1 st 

Class Greg Milbrandt, currently serving in Iraq. 

State Commander Vetter, congratulating Saunders for winning I st Place in SD 
state competition for Post 207 History of 2002-2003. 
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L to R - State Commander Wayne "Red" VetteT; Brown County Representative 
James Hundstad (D); Thomas E. Saunders, Commander Post 207 

Retiring the Colors: Detail Guards George Hansen JT. , Deanna Taylor ; Color 
Bearers Earl Shunkwiler, Harley Hansen 
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Post 207 American Legion 
Stratford, SD 

11-9-03 

L toR - Back Row: Harley Hansen, Earl Shunkwiler, Duane Jark, Jim Hundstad, Eugene 
Face, Ronald "Jack" Gubin, Deanna Taylor, Richard Ellingson, Korinne Face, Verlin 
Stange, Norman Lee 
Front Row: Herman Lier, George "Pat" Hansen Jr., Wayne .. Red" Vetter State 
Commander, Thomas E. Saunders Commander Post 207, Vern Prickett Adjutant Post 
207 
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www .a~er~eennews . com 
Monday, December 1, 2003 

News from Our Readers 

I 
·I 

Potluck supper: Jacob Milbrandt, 6, left center, and Eric 
Milbrandt, 9, the sons of Sgt. 1st Class Greg Mil
brandt, led the Auxiliary American Legion Post 207 of 
Stratford in the Pledge of Allegiance at their potluck 
supper Nov. 9. The supper was for veterans and com
munity members. Milbrandt is a member of the 7 40th 
Transportation Company of the South Dakota National 
Guard and is currently on duty in Iraq. Pictured with 
the Milbrandts are State Commander Wayne URed" 
Vetter, left, and Commander of Post 207 Thomas E. 
Saunders. 
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VICTORY SOLDIER UNVEILED IN ABERDEEN 

American News P/zQ/Q by Jolm JJavis 

Solemn moment: The statue of the Victory Soldier was unveiled by a group of area veterans and current military personnel 
during Tuesday's dedication ceremony outside the new War Memorial Building at the Aberdeen Regional Airport. 

Tribute given to veterans 
By Elissa Grossell 

American News Writer 

B 
ehind proud melo
dies of patriotic 
songs and nwnerous 
rounds of applause, 

the roar of airplane engines 
and the whir of propellers 
could be heard at Aberdeen 
Regional Airport on 
Tuesday. 

It was music to Aberdeen 
City Commissioner Jacki 
Omland's ears. 

"What an appropriate 

Celebration centers on those who 
served, new War Memorial Building 

background to open the air
port with," said Omland, who 
sits on the Airport Board. 

The mild weather drew 
about 350 people - public 
and private, military and ci
vilian, young and old - to 
the grand opening of the War 
Memorial Building. The 
event included speeches by 
various officials, songs by the 
Aberdeen Regional Men's 

Chorus and the unveiling of 
the first War Memorial 
statue. 

The $6.6 million terminal 
actually opened in August, 
but the grand opening was 
held on Veterans Day in hon
or of the building's name. 

Tuesday's event was to 
pay tribute to the "tremen
dous work and effort" that 
went into the terminal 
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Inside 

More than JJOOO at 
Civic Arena event. 
Page lB 

project, said Mayor Tom 
Hopper. It was also to "cele
brate the men and women 
who have served and contin· 
ue to serve this country in 
See VETERANS, Page 8A 



SA Wednesday, November 12, 2003 AMERICAN NEWS 

Veterans: More sculptures planned 

American News Ph-Oto OJI Jolm Davis 
;culpture's creator: Benjamin 
'ictor. center right, eyes the 
Var Memorial sculpture he 
reated as he poses for pho· 
)graphs after Tuesday's ded
:ation ceremony. 

Continued/rom Page lA 
military service." 

Aberdeen's airport shows the 
community is progressive and 
"geared toward the future," 
Hopper said. 

Representatives from the of· 
fices of the state's congressional 
delegation read statements 
from Sens. Tim Johnson, Tom 
Daschle and Rep. Bill Janklow 
congratulating Aberdeen on its 
airport. They could not attend 
themselves because the Senate 
and House are in session. 

Veterans and current mili
tary personnel unveiled the 
7 1/2-foot-tall bronzed Victory 
Soldier. Eventually, a sculpture 
of a soldier in combat will stand 
to the right of this soldier, said 
sculptor Ben Victor. To the left 
will be a statue of a soldier 
showing the emotions felt in 
war, said Victor, a Northern 
State University art student. 
The final project cost will be 
about $210,000, with that mon
ey being donated by govern
ment boards, businesses and 
individuals. 

Victor said the Victory Sol
dier, holding an American flag 
and staring off with a "fearless" 
look in his eyes, is a symbol of 

Hopper Om land 

the strong patriotism in this 
country and represents past 
and present military men and 
women. 
Veterans pleased: Tim Pond, 
who spent 20 years in the Ma
rine Corps, helped unveil the 
statue. 

"It's big," said Pond, 43, of 
Aberdeen, laughing. "It's pret
ty nice." 

Pond and Harley Hansen, a 
member of the Naval Reserve, 
also liked the terminal's name 
and appreciated the fact that 
the airfield itself will still be 
known as Saunders Field in 
honor of its namesake, the late 
World War ll hero Gen. La
Verne Saunders, a local native 
who flew fighters for the Air 
Force. 

Hansen, 37, of Stratford, al
so helped unveil the statue. 
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World War IT veteran Ken 
Thompson, 77, of Aberdeen, 
also thought the War Memorial 
Building is a fitting name for 
the new terminal. Although 
Thompson said he envisioned 
more of a Korean War-type 
dress on the Victory Soldier 
statue, "obviously it's a great 
sculpture." 

Mike Erickson, an eight
year Airport Board member 
and past chair, said he flew in 
and out of Aberdeen several 
times in the late 1960s during 
his service in the Vietnam War. 

Each time he thought, "You 
know, I might not ever see that 
airport again." 

The day he came home for 
good was one of the most ex
citing days of his life, Erickson 
said. He hopes people flying 
into the new terminal - espe
cially fellow veterans and mili
tary men and women - will 
feel the same way. 

He hopes "they too wiJJ be 
proud to land safely at Ab
erdeen Regional Airport and 
say 1 am home.' " 
Reporter Elissa GrosseU (605) 622-
2301 or 1-800-925-4100 ext. 301; 
egrossell@aberdeetznews.com 



VETERANS DAY PROGRAM 
NOVEMBER 11, 2003 

11:00 A.M. 
ABERDEEN CIVIC ARENA 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES ................................................... Dennis.Nelson 
(Please Stand and Salute) 
ADVANCE OF THE COLORS .......•...•.•.•...•........ American Legion Color Guard 
NATIONAL ANTHEM ...... .•.........• Aberdeen Public Schools Elementary Chorus 
PLEDGE OF .a\LLEGL~.NCE ........... ...... .. ............................. ........ Ms.:.1· Pie!:: 

Veteran of Foreign Wars Post 17 Auxiliary President 
INOVOCA TION .••...••.... Plymouth Congregational. ............. Pastor Richard Riedel 
MUSICAL SELECTIONS •.•....•........ Aberdeen Public Schools Elementary Chorus 

(Directed by Susan Appl, Peggy Bunsness, Mary Marion, Joel Rachel) 
RECOGNITION OF POW's AND MIA's .....••....••.•.••.••.•••••.••.••.•• Dennis Nelson 

(Moment of Silent Prayer for all POWIMIA's & Service Members Overseas) 
RECOGNITION OF GOLD STAR PARENTS ....•.....••.••..••••...•....• Dennis Nelson 

INTRODUCTION OF ORGANIZATIONS 
(Please hold your applause until all have been introduced) 

COMMANDER, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST #17 .. Donald Whittinger 
PRESIDENT, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST #17 AUX ..•..... Mary Pietz 
COMMANDER, VFW COOTIES PUP TENTS #14 ..........•...••.....•..•..•.. Al Sebert 
COMMANDER, AMERICAN LEGION POST #24 ..•.••.••.... ••...•.•••.... Dale Strom 
PRESIDENT, AMERICAN LEGION POST #24 AUXILIARY ••.••.••• Jacki Omland 
CHEF DE GARE LOCALE #146 40et8 •.........•...•..•...•..•..•••••• Walter Lindemann 
PRESIDENT, CABANE LOCALE #146 ................•........•..•. Marcella Ann Lepp 
COMMANDER, DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS •.•.. .••••....• Charles Walker 
COMlV.A.LwANT, USMC LEAGUE, DET. #852 ......•.............• Charles Biumhardt 
STATE GUARD, VFW DEPT. OF SO. DA.K. AUXILIARY •... Diane Hickenbotham 

ARMED FORCES SALUTE ....•................•... Aberdeen Central Symphonic Band 

ADDRESS OF THE DAY •.....•.......... . ............•....•........••••.......• Richard Kezar 

GOD BLESS AMERICA ....................................... Aberdeen Central Symphonic Band 
(Audience Participation) 

BENEDICTION ....... Please stand ...... "Uncover" ...•.•........•. Pastor Richard Riedel 

RETIRING OF THE COLORS •................... American LegionNFW Color Guard 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS PROGRAM 
Lunch will be served at the VFW, 821 Circle Drive, following the program. 
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The Groton Independant 

1 - 28 - 04 

Groton Soldier In Iraq Visits Groton 
Elernen tary 

~~~~ 

Platoon Sargeant Greg Milbrandt speaks to Kindergar
ten Class tn Groton. 

THE GROTON INDEPENDEl\.tT 

Greg Milbrandt is home in 
Groton at the end of his two week 
R&R leave from duty in Iraq. He 
is a Platoon Sargeant wtth the 
740th Transportation Unit out of 
Brookings. He has been on active 
duty in Iraq since April of 2003. 
He has only three more months to 
go. 

Milbrandt spoke with The 
Grotonlndependentberween vis
its to various classes of Groton 
Elememary last Wednesday af
ternoon. Milbrandt told us that 
he has charge of 40 troops and 23 
trucks which ferry equipmem and 
supplies from Kuwait City to stag
ing areas in Iraq. "Tlus is actually 
a safe environment, safer than 
being in Chicago," says Milbrandt. 
This is quite different duty com
pared to the Aberdeen Unit which 
will be heading soon ro Baghdad 
from their U.S. training sire at Fr. 
Sill. Most of the other Groton 
soldiers are out of the Aberdeen 
unit. They will eventually be serv
ing as security officers in and 
around Bahgdad which has been 
a hot-bed of conflict and violence 
in recent weeks. 

Sgt. Milbrandt came our of 
rhe regular Anny in 1989 and 
started his 'reserve' phase of ser-

vice with the 142nd in Aberdeen. 
Because of his regular army expe
rience he was later transferred to 
the Brookings unit. He bas 19 
years in service time counting both 
his regular Army and reserve Am1 y 
years: 

Milbrandt told us that there 
are currently three truck compa
nies in Iraq from South Dakota. 
His troops are responsible for keep
ing the Army running with parts 
and other supplies needed in their 
operations. 

Milbrandt was the last in his 
platoon to get home leave. 'That's 
what happens when you're the boss. 
You make sure your troops have all 
had their time at home before you 
take yours," he said. 

Greg's wife, Julie Milbrar1dt, 
was the inspiration for getting him 
into the schools before heading 
back. She got some encourage
ment from their sons, Eric and 
Jacob, who are in tbe 4th and lst 
grades. Tbey eagerly joined their 
class-mates in listening to their 
father talk about life in Iraq and 
serving his country there. Sgt. 
Milbrandt's visit brought a foreign 
and sometimes dangerous land a 
world away from Groton, a licdc 
bit closer to home. 



November 2003 SOUTH DAKOTA LEGION N 

South Dakota Tops 2 of 4 categories at 
National History Contest 

National Historian of The 
American Legion, Fae Cas
per, announced that The 
American Legion Department 
of South Dakota was awarded 
Fi rst Place in the One-Year 
Department Narrative History 
Book Contest (1st out of 3), 
Second Place in the One-Year 
Derartment Yearbook contest 
(2n out of 7), and First Place 
in the One-Year Post Year
book Contest (I st out of 25) 
for 2002-2003. Casper made 
the announcement at the Na
tional Commander's Banquet 
on October 8 in Indianapolis, 
£N during the annual National 
Fall Meetings. 
D epartment Historian 

Charemon Dunham of Iro
quois prepared the two De
partment History books. This 
is the fifth year in a row that 
the Department of South Da
kota has placed in the top 
three in the national level 
competition for the One-Year 

Department Yearbook and 
the second year for receiv
ing First Place in the One
Year Department Narrative. 

Harris Dennis Post No 15 I 
of Mellette, Post Historian 
Bernard Fischbach, won 
first place in the One-Year 
Post Yearbook Book con
test. Mellette won first 
place out of 25 books in the 
competition. 

Stratford Post No 207 of 
Stratford received an Hon
orable Mention for the One
Year Post Narrative His-

Charemon Dunham 
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tory. Thomas Saunders was 
the Stratford Post Historian. 

Congratulations to all of 
the above listed Historians 
for a job very well done. 

Bernard Fischbach 

Thomas Saunders 



Robert J. Hanson 

Aberdeen- Robert J. Hanson, 
72, of Aberdeen died Thurs
day, May 22, 2003 at Avera St. 
Luke's Hospital. His funeral 
will be 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 27th at Plymouth Congre
gationa l 
Church, 431 
West Mel 
gaard Road, 
Aberdeen with 
Rev. Rick 
Riedel officiat
ing. Military 
Rites will be 
conducted by Hanson 
Stratford 
American Legion Post #207 at 
Sunset Memorial Gardens. 

Visitation will be 3-7 p.m., 
Monday at Millcr-Huebl 
Funeral Home, 1111 South 
Main St., Aberdeen with a pub
lic prayer service at 7:00 p.m. 
Visitation will also be 9-11 
a.m. at the funeral home on 
Tuesday and one hour prior to 
the service at the church. 

Robert Jennings Hanson 
Was born August 12, 1930 at 
Houghton, S.D. to Conrad and 
Anne (Mikkelson) Hanson. 
He attended rural school and 
graduated from Columbia 
High School. He attended 
Northern State University in 
Aberdeen. 

He married Lovila Jark at 
Aberdeen. He was in the 
United States Air Force during 
the Korean War and served in 
Gerinany and the Far East. He 
was honorably discharged in 
1955 and returned to 
Aberdeen and Northern State 
University. Robert was 
engaged in farming at Strat
ford, S.D. along with a truck
ing business until he was 

forced to retire due to multiple 
sclerosis. 

Robert was a past member 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Stratford, The Strat
ford American Legion, the 
Stratford Masonic Lodge, the 
Warner School Board and 
served as State President of 
the Nat ion al Farmers 
Organization. 

Grateful for having shared 
his Life are his wife, Lovila of 
Aberdeen; his daughter, Lori 
(Todd) Limoges of Lakeview, 
Ore.; his son, Greg (Melba) 
Hanson of Castaic, Calif.; his 
daughter, Karen (Rick) Enger 
of Salol, Minn.; seven grand
children, Jordan, Conner, Tay
lor and Peyton Limoges, Tyler 
Hanson and Alexzandra and 
Jackson Enger; his sister, 
Yvonne Wahl; his brothers, 
Arlen, Tom and Larry "Joe·· 
I Ian son and several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in dcatlt 
by his parents and one 
brother. 

Casket bearers wilt be Greg 
Hanson, Todd Limoges, Rick 
Enger, Val Jark, Bernie Jark 
and Bryon Hanson. 

Honorary casket bearers 
will be all of Robert's friends. 

Ushers will be Lance Han
son, Brad Hanson, Rick Han
son and Barry Jark. 

,., 
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OBITUARIES OF PAST POST 207 MEMBERS 

ARTHUR BRAKUS 

Aberdeen American News 4-15-1970 "Services for Arthur Brakus, 7 4, 

Stratford will be at 2:00PM Saturday at the Stratford Presbyterian Church with 

the Rev. Robert Carey officiating. Mr. Brakus died Tuesday April14 at Dakota 

Midland Hospital. He was born July 20, 1896 in Friesland, Holland. Orphaned at 

age four, he was raised in an orphanage and came to the United States at the age 

of 17. He studied horticulture and was employed in New York, Chicago, and 

Freemont, NE, before coming to Aberdeen in 1920. He married Mary Schumacher 

in Aberdeen on Sept. 6, 1923. They made their home here for a time before 

moving to Stratford, where he operated a pool hall. He retired in 1962. He is 

survived by a niece, Mrs. Ray Dayton, who made her home with him during his 

recent illness, and seven other nieces. His wife preceded him in death." 

ELMO L. ELLINGSON 

Aberdeen American News 9/18/1984. "Stratford. Services for Elmo 

Ellingson, 57, Burkburnett, Texas, formerly of the Stratford-Conde area, will be 

2PM, Tuesday, Sept. 18, at the Scandinavia Lutheran Church, seven miles south 

of Bath, with the Rev. David Zellmer officiating. Burial will be in the church 

cemetery under the direction of the Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel of Groton. 

Casketbearers will be J erry Schinkel, John Schinkel Jr., Malcolm Knoll, Milton 

Knoll Jr., John & J erry Ellingson. 

Organist will be Mrs. Jerauld Holmes with Jerauld Holmes soloist. He died 
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Friday, Sept. 14, 1964 at a Wichita Falls, Texas Hospital. Elmo Leroy Ellingson 

was born July 2, 1937 at Stratford. He graduated from Stratford High School. He 

served in the armed forces during 'the Korean conflict. He 

spent the last eight years in Texas. Survivors include his step- father and 

mother Arnt and Hannah Olien, Fosston, MN, one step-brother, Richard Voyd, 

Redfield; two step-sisters Mrs. Darlene Wold, Sturgis and Mrs. Kaylene Hicks, 

Denver, CO. He was preceded in death by his wife." 

ROLLIE S. (DEACON) HAR'IWELL 

Aberdeen American News 2/3/53. ((Funeral Services for Rollie S. Hartwell, 

68, were held Monday afternoon at the Stratford Presbyterian Church. The Rev. 

Rice of Groton officiated. Burial was in the Rondell Cemetery. Mrs. William 

.Sebring was soloist accompanied at the piano by Marlene McNeil Active 

pallbearers we.re Martin Nelson, Edward Samuelson, Albert Criddle, Hugh 

Smith, William Rossow, and Lloyd Larson. Honorary pallbearers included P.J. 

McNeil], Art Brakus, Adolph Dobberpuhl, Harold Woods, Robert Bryan and Otto 

Gerharter. The Stratford American Legion was in charge of the military 

committal at the grave. Mr. Hartwell died Thursday evening at the Veterans 

Hospital, Minneapolis. He was born at Rondell on May 9, 1884 and lived in that 

vicinity all his life except for the years he was in the service. Survivors include a 

brother, H.G. Hartwell, Fair Oaks Calif., two nieces and three nephews. 

36 



ALVIN T. GUNDERSON 

The Aberdeen American News on 6/4/63 reported "Alvin T. Gunderson, 73, 

retired Stratford farmer, died Tuesday morning at St. Lukes Hospital Services 

will be held at the Scandinavia Lutheran Church with the Rev. Hans Nelson 

offi.ciat~g. Burial will be in the church cemetery. Mr. Gunderson was born May 

11, 1891 on a farm near Stratford where he grew to manhood. He was a Veteran 

of WWl, and after he returned from the Service, he and his brother resumed 

their farming operations. Mr. Gunderson never married. In 1958 they retired and 

moved into Stratford. Survivors include two sisters, Mrs. Larson and Mrs. B.C. 

Schley. 

WILLIAM JARK 

The Aberdeen American News on 8/8/1971 reported the following. 

"Services for William Nicholas Jark, 77, of 416 S. 3rd St., a retired farmer, will be 

at 2PM Tuesday at the Stratford Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Clifford Rogers 

will officiate and burial will be in the Sunset Memorial Gardens Aberdeen. Mr. 

Jark died Friday Aug. 6 at Dakota Midland HospitaL Friends may call at the 

Huebl Chapel until 10:30 am Tuesday, then at the church in Stratford from 

!2:30PM until service time. Relatives will meet at the Stratford Fraternity Hall 

at 1:30PM Tuesday. Mr. Jark was born May 17, 1894 on a .farm near Stratford, 

and married Bernice Jarrett in Aberdeen July 26, 1919. They farmed near 

Brentford for eight years, then lived in the Stratford community before retiring 

and moving to Aberdeen in 1969. Mr. Jark belonged to the Stratford church, 

Veterans of WWl, Aberdeen Barracks American Legion, Odd Fellows and 

Rebekah Lodges, Aberdeen Moose Lodge and Masonic Lodge of Aberdeen. 
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Surviving are his widow, a son; Kenneth of Stratford; a daughter, Mrs. Robert 

(Lovila) Hanson, Stratford, a brother, Ben Jark, Stratford, and eight 

Grandchildren, Three brothers and four sisters and a grandson preceded Mr. 

Jark in death. 

LESTER RODERICK MC MILLIN 

Aberdeen American News on 9/3/57 reported the following obituary. 

«Lester Roderick McMillin, 67, Stratford died late Saturday afternoon at St. 

Lukes Hospital after a long illness. Services are to be held at 2PM Thursday at 

the Presbyterian Church in Stratford with burial in the Rondell Cemetery. 

Friends may call at the Gates Funeral Home in Aberdeen on Wednesday. Mr. 

McMillin was born April 14, 1890 on a farm near Rondell, and had lived in that 

area his entire life. He was a Veteran of World War 1, a member of the Stratford 

Presbyterian Church and of the Order of Odd Fellows. He never married. He 

engaged in farming and in trucking all of his life. Survivors include two brothers; 

James C. McMillin, Aberdeen and Ralph McMillin, Cherokee, Iowa, and one 

sister, Mrs. Marion Williams, Sioux City Iowa. A brother preceded him in death. 

HERMAN FREDERICK ROCK 

The Aberdeen American News on 9/26/1964 published the following 

obituary. "Services for Herman Frederick Rock, 68, Stratford, are to be held 

Wednesday at 2PM at the Presbyterian Church in Stratford with the Rev. Robert 
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Carey officiating. Burial will be in Riverside Memorial Park in Aberdeen. Friends 

may call at the Gates Funeral Home on Tuesday and at the church from noon 

until service time. The casket will not be opened after the service. The Stratford 

American Legion will be in charge of the military committal. Mr. Rock was born 

June 2, 1896 at Groton. He lived his entire life in the Stratford-Groton area. He 

operated a garage in Stratford until his retirement two years ago. He was a 

Veteran of World War I and spent 13 months overseas duty. He was married to 

Marian Churchill on July 20, 1923. He was a member of the American Legion, 

The Warner Masonic Blue Lodge and the Presbyterian Church. Survivors include 

his widow; four daughters, Mrs. Ben (Frances) Whightall, Columbus, Ohio; Mrs. 

Stanley (Bertha) Viehmana, San Diego, Calf.; Mrs. Verden (Harriet) Hansen, 

Grand Island Neb., and Mrs. Mark (Alice) Van Hatten, Condetwo sons, Robert 

Rock Jasper Minn., and Warren Rock Minneapolis ; 15 grandchildren and one 

brother William Rock, Groton. His parents, three sisters and four brothers 

preceded him in death." 

BRUNO ROCK 

The Aberdeen American News of 4/14/1932 reported the following, "Bruno 

Rock, well known farmer, living three miles Southwest of Randolph, passed away 

suddenly Wednesday afternoon, at five o'clock, from a serious heart attack. He 

was 42 years of age. Bruno Rock was born in Germany, December 19, 1880. When 

a child of three years he came with his parents to the United States, settling 

north of Groton where he grew to manhood. May 2, 1922 he was married to 

Gladys Mashek of Stratford. Three years ago they moved to their present farm 

home. He was a member of Post 207 of the American Legion of Stratford. He 
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leaves to morn besides his wife, his mother and father of Groton Mr. & Mrs. Fred 

Rock; five brothers Otto Rock of Groton, Frank Rock of Volga, ND, William Rock 

o f Groton, Herman Rock of Stratford, and Emil Rock of Randolph, sister Mrs. 

H.J. Switzer of Twin Falls Idaho. A sister preceded him last December." 

WILLIAM A. ROSSOW 

Aberdeen American News 8-5-1983 reflected the following obituary. 

"Services for William A. Rossow, 88, Stratford will be 10:00AM Saturday, Aug. 6, 

at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Groton, with the Rev. Leonard Fox 

officiating. Burial will be in the West Rendell Cemetery Stratford, with gravesite 

rites performed by American Legion Post 207. Arrangements are under the 

direction of Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel of Groton. 

Mr. Rossow died after an extended illness Wednsday, Aug. 3 at the Bethesda 

Home in Aberdeen. Scriptural wake service will be at 8:30Pm Friday, Aug. 5 at 

the Paetznick -Garness Chapel in Groton. Family members are asked to meet at 

9:30am Saturday at the chapel. Casketbearers will be Gary Kliegel, Glen Kliegel, 

Daniel Meseberg, David Meseberg, Richard Rossow and Ray Yuill. Organist will 

be Stacy Broman and soloist is Patti Anderson. All his friends will be honorary 

casket bearers. William A. Rossow was born Oct.17, 1894 at Stratford. He 

attended Rendell 27-2 school in Rendell Twp. He retired from farming in the 

1950s. He was an avid hunter and fisherman. He was active in baseball and 

managed the Stratford legion team several years and coached the Stratford 

baseball team. He was a resident of the Stratford area all his life and resided on 

the original family homestead. He was a 65 year member of the Stratford 

American Legion Post 207. 
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Survivors include two brothers, Adolph, Stratford and Louis, Whitewood; six 

nieces and nephews. He was preceeded in death by one brother and two sisters. 

HERMAN "BOOTS" SCHINKEL 

Aberdeen American News 10/26/87 reflected the following obituary. 

"Ferney - Herman "Boots" Schinkel, 92, Ferney died Saturday October 24, 1987 

at St. Lukes Hospital Aberdeen. The funeral will begin at I 0:30AM Wednesday at 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Ferney with the Rev. Dan Elkins officiating. There 

will be a prayer service at 7:30PM today. Burial will be in the Groton Union 

Cemetary. Military rites will be conducted by the American Legion Post 39 of 

Groton. Herman Schinkel was born Jan. 11895 to Otto and Ida (Bartz) Schinkel 

at Ferney where he grew up. He married Evelyn Semm at Webster, June 25, 

1927. He lived and farmed in the Ferney area all his life. He was an honorary 

member of the American Legion Post No. 39, Groton. He also served in the 

United States Army during WWI. Survivors included his wife; one daughter Mrs. 

Kenneth (Dorothy) Schaller, Bruce; two sisters Bertha Bradshaw, Portland, 

Oregon and Minnie Neldon, Groton; three grandchildren and four great

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents, one brother and two 

sisters. Casket bearers will be Edward Karel, C. "Skeets" Kramer, Leslie Feller, 

Wally Schaller, Otto Schinkel and John Schinkel Sr. The organist will be Mrs. 

Dallas Sombke and the soloist will be Lee Schinkel. 
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LLOYD J. LARSON 

Aberdeen American News Aug. 5, 1981 contained the following obituary, 

"Services for Lloyd J. Larson of 1023 N. 4th St. will be at 10:00AM, Thursday 

Aug. 6, at the Scandinavia Lutheran Church Bath, with the Rev. James C. 

Joyslin of Zion Lutheran Church, Aberdeen officiating. Burial will be in Riverside 

Cemetery, Aberdeen with military rites performed by the Stratford American 

Legion Post. The Miller-Huebl Funeral home is in charge of the arrangements. 

Mr. Larson died Monday Aug. 3, at the Americans Healthcare Center, Aberdeen. 

Visitation will be at the funeral home until9:00 pm Wednesday, August 5, and at 

the church at 9:30AM Thursday. Memorials are preferred. Lloyd J . Larson was 

born Sept. 27, 1890 at Warner where he attended school. He later attended 

Granger Business College in Aberdeen and South Dakota State University at 

Brookings. He ma:cried Hilda Dahl on Aug. 2, 1917 at Bath and they lived at 

Warner and farmed until 1942 when they moved to the Stratford area to farm. 

She died in January of 1968. He continued to farm and married Edna Richert on 

April25, 1970 at rural Bath. They lived on the farm until June 1980 when they 

retired and moved to Aberdeen. He was a member of the Scandinavian Lutheran 

Church rural Bath, The Stratford American Legion; the Aberdeen World War I 

Barracks; and the board of Directors of Aberdeen Federal Land Bank. He served 

on the school board at Warner and Gem Township for many years and was a past 

Director of the Warner grain elevator. 
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DON YOUNG 

The following obituary appeared in the Aberdeen American News on July 

24, 1975. "Don Young, 79, of 124 8th Ave., SW, died Wednesday July 23, at St. 

Lukes Hospital. Services will be at 2PM Saturday, July 26 at Faith Methodist 

Church with the Rev. Boyd H. Blumer officiating. Burial will be at the Riverside 

Cemetery with Masonic graveside rites. Visitation will be from noon Thursday 

until noon Saturday at the Huebl Funeral Chapel, and at the church from 

12:30PM to 1:50PM Saturday. The casket will not be opened after the services. 

The family will meet at the Faith chapel at 1:30PM Saturday. Mr. Young was 

born March 23, 1896 at Dow City Iowa. When he was a child he moved to 

Houghton. He enlisted in the Army in July l918and served in the infantry and 

military police until discharge in 1919. He returned to the Houghton area and 

farmed with his family. He married Lena Werth Nov. 26, 1925 at Aberdeen and 

they farmed near Sand Lake. In 1921, The family moved to the Stratford area; 

and in 1944 they moved to a farm south of Aberdeen. He was elected to the State 

legislature in 1960 as a representative of Brown County and served for six terms. 

He retired in 1972 and moved to Aberdeen in 1973. He was a member of the 

United Methodist Church, the Northern Electric Cooperative Board of Directors; 

The Warner Township Board for 13 years, the Warner School Board for 22 years, 

Director of the Warner Cooperative Elevator Board, and Chairman of the County 

Regional Library Board. He was Past Master of the Webb Lodge No. 109 A.F. and 

AM at Warner; The Scottish Rite and Yelduz Shrine; The American Legion, the 

Veterans of World War I, Barracks No. 2793, the Minerva Chapter of the Order 

of the Eastern Star; and the Aberdeen Senior Citizens Center. Survivors include 

his widow, Lena of Aberdeen, two daughters, Mrs. Harold (Donna) Seaton, 
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Aberdeen, Mrs. Don (Peggy Ann) Lippke, Pewaukee, Wis.; two brothers, Bruce of 

Portland Ore. and Jim of Vancouver, Wash; one sister, Mrs.Grace Macer 

Vancouver Wash., and six grandchildren. He was preceded in death by two 

brothers and one sister." 
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INTRODUCTION 

Stratford S.D., a small farming community in South East Brown County, 

was organized in 1906, after theM & St.L Railroad, completed their line between 

Watertown and Aberdeen, S.D. In its early stages, Stratford boasted a population 

of 600, including Doctors, drugstores, hardware, lumberyards, and grain 

elevators. The population of the area was made up primarily of German and 

Scandinavian stock. Homesteading had begun for the most part in the early 

1880s. The historic area ofRondell, located on the Jan1es River, is a short 

distance from Stratford and was the site of early Memorial Day programs at the 

Oakwood Cemetery, which is the site of Civil War and Spanish American War 

Veterans burials. 

WWl Veterans from the Stratford area on 2-5-1921, petitioned to form an 

American Legion Post and were granted their Charter on 3-1-1921, as American 

Legion Post 207. 

The first History prepared of Post 207, written in 2000, included a review 

of the Adjutant's Records for the period 1946 through 2000. An exhaustive 

search of Legion Records and storage areas failed to locate Post records for the 

period 1921 through 1945. 

Many thanks are extended to State Adjutant Ron Boyd and his staff at 

Watertown Headquarters, who took the time and effort to review old records and 

provided this Post with membership lists ofthe Post for years 1921 through 1945. 
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That data is reported in this History and made it possible to prepare 

plaques, now displayed in the Community Center at Stratford, identifying those 

Stratford area residents and Post Members who were members of the armed 

forces from WWI through the present conflicts. 

Stratford has a proud history of service in the armed forces. Some have 

paid the supreme sacrifice, ru1d others have been highly decorated. 

As in the past, thanks are extended to Kathy Williams and Kelly Face for 

their assistance in the publishing of this history. 

Additional thanks are extended to Dacotah Bank, Aberdeen for their 

generous offer of using their copying machine. 

There is proof of the power of Service Organizations, as reported in this 

history, about protesting through letters to the Editor of the Aberdeen American 

News, and personal contact with the Airport Board. The effort to change the 

name of the Aberdeen Regional Airport was stopped, and other wishes of 

Veterans were complied with. 
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CHAPTER! 

ROSTER OF POST OFFICERS 

COMMANDER 

VICE-COMMANDER 

6 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS. Veteran of 

WW2. Sgt. in US Army Air Corp. 

serving from 9/10/43 to 3/19/46, as 

Central Fire Control gunner on B-29 

bomber. Civilian occupation: SA 

FBI retired; VP Dakotah Bank, 

Aberdeen, retired. Resides at 1515 

E. Melgaard Rd. Unit 102, Aberdeen, 

SD 57401. He is a 24-year member 

of Post 207. 

GREG G. MILBRANDT. Greg is a 

member of the SD National Guard, 

740111 Transportation Unit out of 

Brookings, SD. He had fonnerly 

served with the 142nd Unit of 

Aberdeen. Greg had previously 

served during the first Iraq war and 

was recalled to active duty, serving 

in Iraq since April of2003. While 

on this tour of duty he was promoted 

to Master Sgt. We are glad he has 

returned home safe. He is a 6-year 

member of Post 207. 



ADJUTANT 

SGT. AT ARMS 
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VERN PRICKETT. Vern has served 

honorably in both the US Marine 

Corp and US Army. His combined 

service is from 1975 to Feb 1999 

(Desert Storm). Vern served as a 

Transportation Officer. He is self 

employed in the dairy business. He 

resides at P.O. Box 348, Stratford, 

SD. 

KENNETH JARK. Ken served in the 

US Army during the Korean Conflict 

from 4/53 to 4/55, attaining the rank 

of Cpl. He farmed for many years in 

the Stratford area and is a partner in 

Jark Auction Service with his son 

Val and Merlin Worley. Ken 

received his 50 year membership pin 

in 2004. In the past, he was active in 

youth activities in the community 

and has served as Sgt @ Arms for 

many years. He is a 50-year member 

of Post 207. 



CHAPLAIN 

IDSTORIAN 
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EUGENE FACE. Eugene served in the 

US Air Force and SD National 

Guard from 2/53 to 6/62 (Korean 

Conflict). He attained the rank ofE6 

with MOS Aircraft Mechanic. He 

resides at 39815 14ih St., Stratford, 

SD. Eugene is the father ofKorinne 

Face and Steven Face, also members 

of Post 207. He is a 42-ycar member 

ofPost207. 

DEANNA TAYLOR. Deanna served in 

the US Army from 4/82 to 3/91 

(Desert Storm) attaining the rank of 

E5. She lives in Stratford with her 

husband Merril Taylor, and is 

employed as a bookkeeper in 

Aberdeen. 



CHAPTER2 

ROSTER OF POST CHAIRS 

MEMBERSIDP 

AMERICANISM OFFICER 

SERVICE OFFICER 
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VERLIN STANGE. Verlin served in 

the US Army from 11/1/61 to 8/9/63 

(Berlin Crisis). MOS: Surveyor. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer. 

Resides: 14393 397til Ave., Stratford, 

SD. He is a 9-year member Post 

207. 

RONALD "JACK" GUBIN. Jack 

served in the US Army from 1/53 to 

1/56 (Korea). MOS: Truck Driver. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer. 

Resides: 14547 398til Ave, Stratford, 

SD. He is a 47-year member Post 

207. 

GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN (JR.). Pat 

served in the US_Navy from 1957 to 

1963 (Vietnam era). Resides: RFD 

Stratford, SD. Civilian Occupation: 

farmer, rural mail carrier. He is a 10-

year member of Post 207. Pat is the 

father of Harley Hansen and Tina 

Hansen Rasor. 



ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
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EARL SHUNKWILER. Earl served in 

the US Navy from 1968 to 1992 

(Vietnam-Persian Gulf) in Ordinance 

and Machinist Mate. Earl resides at 

39806 149th St, Stratford, SD. He is 

employed in Maintenance at State 

Hospital, Redfield, SD. He is a 15-

year member of Post 207. 

HARLEY HANSEN. Harley is a 2od 

Class Petty Officer US Navy and is 

currently in the Reserve. He served 

1984-92 SW Asia. He was recalled 

to active duty 2002, but is again in 

Reserve status. He was a Gunners 

Mate in the Navy and 1s currently 

empJoyed by the US Post Office. He 

resides at 14447 396th Ave., 

Stratford, SD. He is a 13-year 

member of Post 207. 



CHAPTER3 

ONE-YEAR POST CHRONICLE 

Election of Officers 

The following officers were unanimously re-elected on 4-12-04: 

Commander/Historian 

Vice Commander 

Adjutant 

Historian 

Sgt. @Arms 

Chaplain 

Post Chairs 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

GREG G. Ml:LBRANDT 

VERN PRICKETT 

DEANNA TAYLOR 

KENNETH l ARK 

EUGENE FACE 

The following members were re-appointed to the Post chairs for the 

fo llowing year: 

Americanism Officer 

Public Affairs 

Membership 

Service Officer 

Athletic Director 

Children & Youth 

Boys State Designees 

JACKGUBIN 

GERALD WANTTlE 

V ERLIN STANGE 

GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN, JR. 

EARL SHUNK WILER 

HARLEY HANSEN 

Austin Schwan, son of Steve and Sharon Schwan, Stratford, was the 2004 

designee. Cody Tolvstad~ a Junior at Warner High School, son of Mark and Mary 

Tolvstad, rural Stratford, and Leif A. Jolmson, son of William and Darlene 

Johnson, rural Stratford, a Junior at Groton High School, are the 2005 designees. 

11 



Memorial Day 5-31-04 

Post 207, the Auxiliary, and area residents met at the Stratford Community 

Hall, at 8:00a.m., for a breakfast of rolls, juice and coffee. 

Vern Prickett, Post Adjutant, acted as Master of Ceremonies, and led the 

attendees in the Pledge of Alligance to the Flag. 

Mallory Jark, granddaughter of Kenneth Jark, played a piano solo of 

several patriotic songs. 

Various youth of the community then performed a skit entitled "America" 

The Bethel Singers, made up of Mark Tolvstad, Richard Halverson and 

Linda Walth, accompanied by Kristi Brunes on guitar, sang the various Service 

songs with the Veterans standing as their particular Service song was sung. 

The year 2004 was the year that was designated to honor World War 2 

Veterans with the dedication at Washington DC of the World War 2 Memorial. 

Commander Saunders and Adjutant Vern Prickett presented a plaque to the 

Community which identified those persons from within a 7-mile radius of 

Stratford who served during WW 2. There were 59 persons jdentified from this 

community who served during WW2. 

Commander Saunders then made some brief comments, reminding those 

present that Memorial Day had its origins in the practice of decorating the graves 

ofthose Northern Troops who lost their life during the Civil War. 

There was a moment of silence to remember those persons from the area 
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currently serving in the Armed Forces of the United States: Greg Milbrandt, 

Robbie Taylor, Wendy Milbrandt Wayman, Amber Brunes Crouch, Richard 

Hilgemann grandson ofT om & Phyllis Saunders, Brent Palmer grandson of 

Richard & Kathy Ellingson. and Tina Hansen Rasor, daughter of Pat Hansen. 

Sgt.@ Arms Kenneth Jark then read the roll call of the dead buried in the 

three cemeteries where Post 207 performs Memorial Day ceremonies. 

Those making up the Detail on 5-31-04 were: 

Sgt. @ Arms 

Chaplain 

Honor Guards 

Flag bearers 

Firing Sqd. 

Others in Detail 

Kenneth Jark 

Eugene Face 

Thomas E. Saunders 

Deanna Taylor 

US-Earl Shunkwiler 

Legion-Verlin Stange 

George (Pat) Hansen 

Harley Hansen 

Norman Lee 

Vern Prickett 

Herman Lier 

Clarence Erickson 

Orville Schlichting 

Gerald W anttie 

Richard Ellingson 

Pastor Keith Hanson, of the Bethany Lutheran Church then gave the final 

Benediction, and the group then retired to the various cemeteries. 
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District 14. Spring Meeting Mobridge, SD 

On 4-20-04 the Commander and George "Pat" Hansen, Post Service 

Officer, attended the District 14 meeting held at the Post home, Mobridge SD. A 

report of that meeting was given to the Post members at their next regular 

meeting. 

Brown County Commander Visit 

On 5-l 0-04 Dale Strohm, Brown County Commander, attended the Post 

207 regular meeting and discussed with us the current policies of the SD 

American Legion , with emphasis on sustaining and increasing Post Membership. 

July 4, 2004 

Post 207, as has been the custom for many years, provided the Flag detail 

to lead the 4th of July parade. Those making up the detail this year were: George 

"Pat" Hansen, Vern Prickett, Earl Shunkwiler, and Steven Face. 

Membership Dues Policy 

Post 207, by unanimous vote of the membership, on 8-9-04 established 

policy that the Post will pay tbe membership dues for the first year for new , first 

time members, and for those members who are confined to a nursing home. This 

does not extend to transfers. 

Korean War Memorial Dedication, Pierre SD 9-17-04 

Korean War Veterans of Post 207 attended the dedication ceremony at 

Pierre on 9-17-04. Those in attendance were: Kenneth Jark, Eugene Face, 

Herman Lier, and Gerald Wanttie. They reported that it was a most impressive 

ceremony. 
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Saunders Field, Aberdeen Regional Airport 

Some many years ago, the Aberdeen City Council had named the Regional 

Airport "Saunders Field." This was to honor Brig. Gen. Laverne G. Saunders, a 

highly decorated Veteran ofWW2. Saunders was a native ofthe Stratford area 

and fo1111er member ofPost 207. Also, the old terminal displayed a large photo of 

the General in the lobby for all to see, together with a description of the 

decorations he had been awarded. 

A new Regional Terminal was built and dedicated on 11-11-03. There 

was a proposal by an Airport Board member to rename the field "Daschel Field" 

as a way of thanking Senator Tom Daschel. Senator Daschel is also a native of 

the Aberdeen area. There were letters of protest to the suggested name change by 

Veterans groups in the area. Senator Daschel then asked that his name be 

withdrawn, and to his everlasting credit the proposed name change was not 

anything he had requested or wanted. Authorities then announced the airport 

would continue to be known as "Saunders Field." However, they failed to move 

the General's portrait from the old terminal to the Job by of the new terminal. 

Carlon Von Wagner, a retired accountant residing in Aberdeen, wrote a 

letter to the Editor of the Aberdeen American News, protesting the fact the 

photograph was not on display in the new Terminal and requesting an appearance 

before the Airport Board. Subsequent to the letter to the Editor, the portrait was 

mounted on a wall in the secured area of the terminal and could be viewed by 

those persons flying out of Aberdeen after they had passed security checks. The 

general public could not view the portrait from the lobby. 
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Mr. Von Wagner then asked the following group of men to accompany 

him to a meeting ofthe.Airport Board; Don Wbittlinger, Commander VFW 

Aberdeen, Al Sebert Commander of Post 24, Aberdeen, Joe Kelly Capt. 14 7th 

Field Artillery WW2, and Thomas E. Saunders, Commander Post 207, Stratford. 

This group met with the Airport Board on two occasions, 8-5-04 and 9-5-04. On 

the first visit, Board Members directed Staff members to move the General' s 

portrait to a spot in the lobby where all could see it, and ultimately it was the hope 

the portrait would be moved to the West waD of the lobby and share that space 

with the plaque dedicating this building as a war memorial for all Veterans who 

had given their lives in the service of their country. At the last meeting, the Board 

informed the group they were preparing signage that would state "Welcome to 

Saunders Field" as visitors entered the terminal area and another that said "Thanks 

for visiting Saunders Field," on the exit road. 

In addition to the above, Ben Victor, the sculptor, informed he intended to 

make a bronze profile of General Saunders and present it to the Airport Board, at 

no cost, to be mounted at an appropriate location in the main lobby. 
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Fall Tractor Pull 9-26-04 

Stratford American Legion Post 207, has, over the past few years, sponsored a 

Fall tractor pull held at the Stratford Park. Ronald "Jack" Gubin has served as 

coordinator for this event. 

This year' s pull was reported as the largest ever with 120 pulls. There 

were in excess of 60 tractors registered for the event. 

Tractor pu1ls have developed into a family affair with some father-son 

combinations competing. 

Post 207 again operated a concession stand and provided a flag-man and 

hook-up man. 

Those members assisting this year were; Harley Hansen, Earl Shunkwiler, 

Norman Lee, George (Pat) Hansen, Verlin Stange, Eugene Face, Steve Face, Vern 

Prickett, Duane Jark and Thomas E. Saunders. 

Lloyd Jark , again, graciously donated his time and Bob Cat, to maintain 

the track. We thank him for this donation to the pull. 

Greg Milbrant -Homecoming 9-5-04 

Julie Milbrandt, Greg's wife, organized a homecoming party. Greg is a 

member of the 740th Transportation Reserve Unit, out of Brookings . He had 

been transferred to Brookings from the Aberdeen Unit. He was promoted to 

Master Sgt. The party was held at the family farm, NE of Stratford and was 

largely attended by fellow Legionnaires, family and friends. 
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Americanism 

Thomas E. Saunders, Commander, Post 207 was invited to appear before 

the Westemers on 9-10-04 and again on 10-5-04 before the Aberdeen Kiwanis 

Club. Saunders discussed the history of those Veterans from the Civil War, 

Spanish American War, and WW1 who were active in the development of 

Southem Brown County. He identified those Civil War and Spanish American 

War Veterans, now buried in the East and West (Oakwood) cemeteries. He spoke 

of some of their outstanding accomplishments. Also, he identified some of those 

Veterans from WW2 who made the supreme sacrifice and those that were highly 

decorated. 

Annual Fund Raiser 11-6-04 

Post 207 held its fundraiser in early November this year so as not to 

conflict with other community events. This was the first year the event was not a 

Stag event, inviting the wives and others who wished to attend. As in the past, 

door prizes, turkey shoot and cash awards were made. We had a very good turn 

out; a fun evening was had. Food was supplied by Kristi Brunes of the B&S Bar. 

Our earnings for this party were in excess of $3000.00 

Veterans Day Pot Luck Dinner 11-7-04 

Every year on the Sunday preceding Veterans Day, the Auxiliary ofPost 

207 hosts a pot luck dinner to honor the Veterans from the area. This year was no 

exception, and we were honored by the presence of our State Commander Gene 

Schumacher and his wife. Those at the Head Table were Chaplain Eugene Face, 

Adjutant V em Prickett, Commander Thomas E. Saunders, State Commander 

Gene Schumacher, and his wife, Sharon. 
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Commander Saunders called the group to attention and assisted by Jacob 

and Eric Milbrandt, sons of Greg Milbrandt, lead the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. Chaplain Eugene Face led the group in the table blessing. 

After a wonderful dinner, State Commander Schumacher gave a short talk 

on his aims and wishes for the American Legion. He spoke of the need for all 

Vetem organizations to work together, to be heard as one voice before the 

Congress. Schumacher also spoke of the need to maintain and increase Post 

memberships, reminding that the Guard members currently in Iraq are eligible . 

.Post 207 had, during this year, authorized the expense of obtaining 

plaques that would identify those area residents who participated in various past 

wars since WWl . Allen Hoeft, whose brothers and a son had served in the 

Armed Forces, volunteered to prepare an appropriate background for the plaques. 

Plaques covering WWl, WW2, the Korean conflict, and Vietnam were unveiled 

for the attendees. Mr. Hoeft, wbo was in attendance, was thanked for his 

contribution to this project. 

Kenneth Jark, Sgt @q Arms, this year celebrated 50 years of membership 

in Post 207. Kenny was presented his 50 year pin by State Commander 

Schumacher assisted by Vern Prickett, Adjutant. Ken was also honored by the 

presence ofhis family to observe this event. The Post then presented Kenny with 

a large cake, some of which was shared with those present at the event. 
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A 25 year pin was presented to Orville Schlichting. Orville is a resident of 

the nursing home at Groton, S.D. Many were happy to greet him, and pleased 

that he could attend. A 60 year pin had been sent to Lynn Erdmann, a PUFL 

member of Post 207. He currently resides in Texas. 

State Commander Schumacher and Adjutant Prickett then presented to 

Greg Milbrandt the Legion Medal of Honor for hj s recent service in Iraq. 

Commander Saunders then read the following prayer for those currently serving 

in the Armed Forces. 

A PRAYER FOR ALL THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES 
0 GOD OF MERCY, we beg You now to protect in a 
special way those who arefightingfor us and for the 
country we love. Bless them and protect them. If they are 
tired, give them strength. If they are wounded and 
suffering, give them comfort. If they are Lonely, touch them 
with Your gentle hand and let them know that You are near 
them. And if they should give their lives, grant them 
eternal peace. May they return safely to the arms of their 
families and friends. Hasten the day, dear Lord, when all 
may enjoy the blessings of peace once more. Amen 

Chaplain Eugene Face then gave the finaJ blessing, bringing the events of 

the evening to a close. 

Stb And Final Plaque 

A final plaque was prepared, identifying American Legion Post 207 

members and Stratford area residents who served in the Armed Forces of the 

United States from 1978 to present. This includes Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, 

Beirut, Persian Gulf Desert Shiel~-Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom-Afghanistan, 

Iraqi Freedom, and SD National Guard service. 
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Americanism-Veterans Involvement 
Settling of S. Brown Countv 

Commander Saunders was invited to appear before the Aberdeen Lions 

Club on 3-23-05. He identified those Civil War and WWl Veterans who were 

active in the development of Southern Brown County. Those Veterans were 

active as farmers, businessmen and Government leaders. He also covered the 

involvement of area residents from the Civil War through the current conflicts. 

Legionnaire of the Year 

Post 207, American Legion, Stratford SD on 3-13-05 elected Vern 

Prickett, Adjutant, as Legionnaire of the year for period 2004-05. 

Donations 

During the last reporting period, this Post made the following donations: 

War Memorial Fund, Aberdeen Regional 
Fund 

American Legion Family Relief Fund 

City of Stratford, meeting site 

Warner High School, Post Prom Party 

Warner American Legion Baseball 

20A 

$50.00 

25.00 

100.00 

100.00 

150.00 



APPENDICES 
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ROSTER OF POST 207 MEMBERSHIP 

(1) BAGGETT, Keith W. P.O. Box 435 605-395-6541 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(2) BARTZ,Randall K.,11532 Waldos Beach Rd. 
Rosholt, SD 57260 

(3) ELLINGSON, Richard 2702 3rd Ave. SE, 605-225-1821 
Unit 108, Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(4) ERDMANN, Lynn 1855 W. Southern, 
#201 Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(5) ERICKSON, Clarence 39757 14151 St. 605-395-6631 
Groton, SD 57445 

(6) FACE, Eugene 39815 I 47th St. 605-395-6608 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(7) FACE, Korinne J. P .O. Box 625 605-395-6911 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(8) FACE, Steven 39815 147th St. 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(9) GUBlN, Ronald J. 14547 14151 St. 605-395-6964 
Stratford, SD 

(1 0) HANSEN, George M., Jr. (Pat) 605-226-2348 
39578 14151 St. Stratford, SD 57474 

(11) HANSEN, Harley C. 14447 396th Ave. 605-395-6928 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(12) HANSEN, Michael 620 8th Ave. NE 605-622-7838 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(13) HOEFT, Myron 30185 Chualar Canyon Rd., 
Chualar, CA 93 925 

(14) HUNDSTAD, James 13755 395th Ave 605-225-3093 
Bath, SD 57474 

(15) JARK, David L. 374 Sykes Creek Rd. 
Rogue River, OR 97537 

(16) JARK, Duane L. P.O. Box 453 605-395-6549 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(17) JARK., Kenneth 401 21 51 Ave. NE 605-225-0510 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
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(18) KURTZ, David Beverly Health Care 
1015 3rd St., East, Redfield, SD57469 

(19) LEE, Norman 38905 140m St., 
Warner, SD 57479 

(20) LIER, Herman 622 S. McCoy 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(21) MARLETTE, Timothy D. P.O. Box 12 
Brentford, SD 57457 

(22) MILBRANDT, Greg 13933 399th Ave. 
Groton, SD 57445 

(23) PARDEW, Harold L. 40280 134111 St., 
Groton, SD 57445 

(24) PRICKETT, Vernon J. II P.O. Box 348 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(25) RASOR, Tina Hansen Carlson 5717 
Charlesgate Rd., Huber Heights, OH 45424 

(26) ROSSOW, Gerald Box 151 Independence, 
CA 

(27) SAUNDERS, Thomas E. 1515 E. Melgaard Rd., 
Unit# 102, Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(28) SCHLEY, Marvin 1115 N. 1st St. 
Aberdeen, S.D. 57401 

(29) SCHLICHTING, Orville Beverley Nursing 
Home, Groton, S.D. 57445 

(30) SHONKWILER, Earl G. 39806 149th St., 
Stratford, S.D.57474 

(31) STANGE, Verlin 14393 39th Ave. 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(32) TAYLOR,Deanna P.O.Box413 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(33) W ANTTlE, Gerald 424 S 12th St. 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(34) WAYMAN, Craig 38670 123rd St. 
Westport, SD 57481 

(35) WAYMAN, Wendy Milbrandt 38670 
123rd St., Westport, SD 57481 
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605-472-2282 

605-229-5507 

605-725-5724 

605-4 72-J781 

605-395-65 15 

605-395-6911 

605-229-5349 

605-225-1739 

605-382-5879 

605-395-6419 

605-395-6411 

605-225-8512 

605-229-1459 

605-229-1459 



Provisions of Constitution Adopted ot Minneapolis Convention 
November 10, J 1, 12, 1919 

Al<'l'ICI& IV. 

E l.tOIWIL.I'f'T. 

recu1~~~'0e~tf;t~t"J'ralft:.!~liod~~l~lh~r ~~~lfmb~a:k.'"n :cl'.~':~~r~~~ !:rv~~ o: U.:~ti;:a du~~l~n th~b~r'"m~' 
Ne.'l"y or '-inrtne Corn• ot the Unltrd St.lltes a t eome ttme dudng the period betwte.u AJ)rtl 0, l U17, aud 
~~~:~nt~r ~f~r~.8~e~~ ~nntc~c~l,~!u~~vti f: ~~0N~~~~~ ~fJ~~::; :: 1~: ~:r~~~ o~~~e;· o4(\ tC.::ee 8~;r:: 
menta aaeocla.ttd with the United Sf area durlu'" the Cnnt War~ proYidt:d, thAt no pt:noa lh&D bt 
entitled to mt.mbtnbtp (a) who, btolna; In the Army, NaYJ or Marine Corp!S ot the Uolted St:dH 

~r~~,t!~~~~~~,arnf~~~~:e~n!~1(t,\'0~i;O:::e~:;t·,:rs~~t~~~~~:.4~.~ :::i~~j•·:~~:t~~7r 
clreum•tancet a_mountlDl: to dt.»hooorfthlt dl~hara:Q and ba" not auhe,queoUp been oaldallr rtostored 
co au boaorab1t "ta tuL 

Se<:tJon 2. T here eholl be. uo rnrm nr clnluJ nt tnr.mlw.rt~bls• CJ:c~pl lUI oct:he mernbcreMp au 
be~r·elollbO'Ve provid6d. ARTJCJ,E IX. • 

SectJoo 1. Tho•~ wlJo cleslrt" to toraJ :s. f'oat eb"ll ml\ke appUcatJod tor a. c.barler to tht CoDJ· 
maudcr ot tht! Oepartrul!nt tn which lbP.v rr-.. ide. Tht ,.llarter "hnll be iat~ued by the N'AtJoool Corn-

::;::~~ ~p ~:t~nr:j!c~~1';:.~t b~:r·~~~r;-c~~~n°'•u~b" .:·:.;::~J~~~ ~~r:~:~.~:te:;t~e "&,:.:.~:;t:~ 
tbe Dep.nrunf'nt, or b7 the Df"partrDtnt &xet"uthc CttnuolttM-. l'oet cbart~ra aball bt couote.n!ltg:oed 
hJ tbe Commaodt:r and the AdjutAnt of the DtJ••rtrnrnt. 

SecUoa 2 . The minimum memb_,rebip or o pOll sbnll be dt:t.t:rlnlned hy tbt Eu-cuUve Com-
011tll!c ot Wle nc.wnrtroent In WbOIIC nrto Jt Jtea. 

S~tlon 8. ~t<:b Oel)AftllJcnl run)' pre11c.rJbf' lh<' ConPtiLUUf•n M ILG rollt&. Po8t Chlltters way 
be re•okcd by tbe Department. JoJxccutlvt Comm ittee \Vlth the B(lJHOUI of lbt- N::atlonal J?Jxecuuve 
Committee. 

Sect!oo 4 . No poat abol1 h~ n1mf!'d alter ::my H•Jne- penou. 

INSTRUCTIONS (Read carefully) - E:.ch local group will designate a representa
tive to sign the certificate at the foot of this application and to receive the charter when 
issued. No application can be considered unless properly executed by at least fifteen men. 
Applications must be made in triplicate, one original -bearing the signatures of fifteen ap
plicants eligible for membership and two copies bearing the same fifteen names type
written. All three will be forwarded to the Department Commander. The original ap
plication will be returned by indorsement to the Local Post with the charter. One copy tf£ application will be retained by Depa1iment Headquarters, and the other by National 

t/).-:;,eadquarters. 

To... ~!~-~~--~-i-~n Legion (Departm:nt oL!.,:~.~Q_M'?d .. : ...... ) 
We, the undersigned, hereby certify that we have served in the military or naval forces of the 

United States, between April 6, 1917, and November 11. 1918, and are entitled to membership in THE 
AMERICAN LEGION under Article IV of the Constitu~, as above quoted. (fe hereby request the 

issuance of a arter for the formation of a Post at. ... .,!J..~ ...... ~ .. :.Ji/.: ................. , to be 

Known as... . .......... Post, Department of .. ~ .. !.~ .. :., No ........ ~ __ q __ J... On the 
(!Samo f Pool) 

issuance of a charte we hereby agree to organize and maintain a Post under the above name wit.h a 
minimum membershlp of fifteen. We hereby further agree to uphold the principles of THE AMERICAN 
LEGION and to comply with all rules and regulations prescribed by the Department and National Or
ganization of the Legion. 
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WORLD WAR I AREA VETERANS 

AND 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 207 MEMBERS 

(1921 to 1946) 

ED AMLEY 

HARVIN ANDERSON 

SIGRUD ARNSTON •• 

HARRY WARD ASHFORD 

MICHAEL V. BAUER 

EDWARD J , BERGER 

T. L. BROHMER 

PAUL HENRY BROWN * •• 

GEO . H. BURKE •• 

GERALD A. BURKE 

RO BERT J, CARR • 

FLOYD H. CHRISTMAN 

JOSEPH ALE~\NDER COLEMAN 

ALBERT B. CRIDDLE 

VIVIAN H. CRINER •• 

DENNIS F. DALY • 

ROBERT J. DANIELS 

EDWARD OANSREAU 

H.E. DARCEY 

NED DARCEY 

PATRICK H. DONHAM 

HALTER BLAIN ESTEE • •• 

HARRY E. FALK • •• 

EARL f'IREY 

EMIL FRANCOLLT 

LEROY FULLER •• 

CHARLES GABBERT ** 

ARTHUR GERHARTER 

SANFORD GULLICKSON 

ALVIN GUNDERSON 

F.L. HAGEN 

GUSTOV HALVERSO N 

CARL HANSEN 

ROLLTE S. HARTWELL • 

ROLFE HARRIS HESKETH 

ARCHIE R. HIT£ 

ARTHUR H. HOLCOMB 

WILLIAM A. JARK 

ERNEST A. JONES 

JAKE KNOLL 

ALFRED KRAMP 

SELHAR LANDLAND 

LLOYD J. LARSON 

ALFRED LENLING 

SANFORD LUND 

V.G. HC CLEREY •• 

LESTER HC HILLI N 

GEORGE MELBY 

*Charter Member Post 207 
** Member Post 207 1921 
Source Material; Charter Application 1 921 

Membership lists 1 9 21-1946 
Auxillary & Cemetary records 

GEORGE HIKE HARTIN C. SKRAASTAD 

STERLING FRANCIS MIKESELL • • • HUGH SMITH 

ALEX HINN • • ED SOLBERG 

R.H. HISSELL ALBERT SOPP 

RAYMOND MITCHEL GERHARD CHARLES STANGE • • • 

LESTER HOULTON •• PAUL STANGE SR. 

ARTHUR NELSON CHARLES STEIN 

MARTIN NELSON L. S . STONE 

JOE NEVILLE GEORGE L. STRAUCH 

PAUL F . . NICKEL TED STREEN 

HANS H. OHLFEST NICK STREET 

ROBERT H. OTT FLOYD SWANSTROM 

HARRY PABST HENRY R. TAYLOR 

CHARLES rOKORNEY HALVOR TTGEN 

ARTHUR D. RICHERT HARRY TOLVSTAD 

BRUNO ROCK • •• ELI VELKE 

HERMAN ROCK LAWREtiCE W. WALKING 

W.A. ROSSOW •• JOHN H. WAYNE 

ED SAMUELSON •• ROBERT WIEDENBACH 

HERMAN SCHINKEL PAUL WILSON 

BERNARD SCHLEY DON YOUNG 

LOUIS SCHLICHTING 

WILLIAM SCHLICHTING 

OLIVER Q , SCHUH.l.CHER 
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STRATFORD AREA RESIDENTS WHO HONORABLY 

SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE 

UNITED STATES DURING WW2 

*Bartz, Rudolph 

*Bunsness, Joseph W. 

Bunsness, Kenneth J. 

Bunsness, Mark 

C3f!11ine, Darrel 

Carmine, Duane 

Cannine, Lee 

Cowie, Reed 

*Dayton, Dale 

Dayton, Earl 

Dayton, Robert 

Dunker, Dale 

Dunker, Wallace 

Erdmann, Lynn 

Erdmann, Richard 

*Erickson, Clarence 

*Erickson, Harvey 

*Face, K.nolen 

Floan, George 

Floan, Melvin 

*Floan, Raymond 

*Gerharter, Vernon 

*Stratford HS Graduate 

25 

Hafner, Carl 

Hafner, Evelyn 

Holcomb, John "Jack" 

Hundstad, Bernard G. 

Knox, Carol B. 

Knox, Richard E. 

Lorenz, Francis 

*McNeil, Earl ''Dick" 

Misslitz, Curtis 

Misslitz, Donald 

*Misslitz, Vernon 

*Moulton, Clifford 

Moulton, Dale 

*Olson, Kenneth 

Petersen, Ralph 

Radke, V erril R. "Mike" 

*Rawlings, James Mathew 

Robinson, Clarence 

*Rock, Robert 

Samuelson, Maurice 

Saunders, Laverne G. 

*Saunders, Thomas E. 



*Schley, Delmar 

*Schley, Kermit. 

*Schley, Melvin 

*Schley, Raymond 

Schlichting, Delbert 

Schlichting, Loyd 

Schlichting, Orville 

Stange, William Edgar 

Stewart, Jack 

Stoltenberg, Floyd 

Svarstad, Albert E. (KIA) 

Swenson, Harvey L. (KIA) 

*Westby, Morton K. (KIA) 

*Wood, Ervin (POW) 

Wood, Harold 

*Stratford HS Graduate 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 207 MEMBERS 

AND 

STRATFORD AREA RESIDENTS 

WHO HONORABLY SERVED IN THE 

ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

DURING THE KOREAN CONFLICT ERA 

6-25-50 TO 1-31-55 

JAY DAVIS CLARENCE "TURK" MCNEIL 

ELMO ELLINGSON GEORGE PAGEL 

RICHARD ELLINGSON BARBARASTANGEQUILL 

EUGENE FACE WARREN ROCK 

WESLEY FACE LARRY ROSSOW 

RICHARD FRANCOLI GORDON ROSSOW 

ALLAN W. GERHARTER WILLIAM "TUSH" SEBRING 

RONALD "JACK" GUBIN DELMAR SCHLEY 

ROBERT HANSON DUANE SCHLEY 

LEONARD HOEFT MARVIN SCHLEY 

KENNETH JARK PAUL STANGE JR. 

THURLOJARK GERALD W ANTTIE 

HERMANLIER ROY WOOD 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 207 MEMBERS 

AND 

STRATFORD AREA RPSIDENTS 

WHO HONORABLE SERVED IN THE 

ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

DURING THE VlETNAM ERA 

2-28-61 to 5-7-75 

KEITH BAGGETT NORMAN LEE 

RANDALL BARTZ HAROLD PARDEW 

DENNIS DAYTON GEORGE MATHIEU JR. 

DENNIS DUNKER DAN MC COMSEY 

EUGENE FACE DON RADKE 

NORMAN HAGEN ROBERT RADKE 

GEORGE(PAT)HANSEN CHARLES DAVID REINHARDT 

MICHAEL HANSEN WILLIAM B. REINHARDT 

HARWOOD HOEFT ARTHUR L. ROBINSON 

HENRY HOEFT JR. FREDDIE ROBINSON 

LEONARD HOEFT KEVIN ROSSOW 

JAMES HUNDST AD ROBERT SANDERS 

DAVIDJARK LELAND STANGE 

DUANEJARK VERLIN STANGE 

DUANE KRAMER EARL SHUNKWILER 

DAVID KURTZ GERALD W ANTTIE 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 207 MEMBERS 

AND 

STRATFORD AREA RESIDENTS 

SERVING IN ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

1978 TO 2005 

LEBANON, GRENADA, PANAMA, 
BERillT 8/24/82 TO 1/31/90 

KORINNE FACE 

STEVEN FACE 

HARLEY HANSEN 

VERN PRICKETT 

CRAIG ALLAN WAYMAN 

WENDY MJLBRANDTWA YMAN 

PERSIAN GULF-DESERT SIDELD 
DESERT STORM ERA 
8/2/1990 TO PRESENT 

ADAMBRUNES 

WENDY BRUNES 

AMBERBRUNESCROUCH 

KORINNE FACE 

STEVEN FACE 

HARLEY HANSEN 

MYRON P. HOEFT 

CHRIS KASSUBE 

GREG MILBRANDT 

VERN PRICKETT 

TINA HANSEN RASOR 

FREDDIE ROBINSON 

EARL SHONKWILER 

DEANNA TAYLOR 

CRAIG ALLAN WAYMAN 

WENDY MILBRANDT WAYMAN 
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OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 
AFGHANISTAN 9/112001 ERA 

AMBER BRUNES CROUCH 

STEVE FACE 

HARLEY HANSEN 

GREG MILBRANDT 

FREDDIE ROBINSON* 

WENDY MJLBRANDT WAYMAN 

OPERATION mAQ FREEDOM ERA 
4/2002 TO PRESENT 

AMBERBRUNESCROUCH 

ADAMBRUNES 

STEVE-FACE 

GREG MILBRANDT 

FREDDIE ROBINSON 

KORINNE FACE 

ROBERT TAYLOR 

SD NG & RESERVE SERVICE 

JEAN REINHARDT, NG 1978-1979 

BRUCE REINHARDT 1985-1997 

*SERVED IN BOSNIA 1995 
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Stratford: Memorial Day services planned 

Stratford American Legion . 
Post 207, together with the 
Legion Auxiliary, will have a 
Memorial Day program at the 
Community Hall on May 31 
at8a.m. 

Ceremonies will follow at 
the East Rondell Cemetery at 
9 a.m., West Rondell 

(Oakwood) at 9:30 a.m. and 
Scandinavian Church at 10 
a.m. The public is invit~d to 
attend. 

A plaque will be unveiled 
identifying those from the ar
ea who served during World 
War II. 
From staff reports 
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Aberdeen American News 5- 22-04 

Composer puts musical memories on paper~ 
Composer, conductor, ar

ranger and producer John 
Cacavas has written a book 
looking back on his life in mu
sic. 

The book, which was re
leased a few weeks ago, is 
called "It's More Than Do-Re
Mi: My Life in Music." He 
wrote it with his wife, Bonnie 
Becker Cacavas. Both are Ab
erdeen natives. 

Cacavas' career began, as "he 
says, as a "kid bandleader in 
Aberdeen." 

He knew Ira Gershwin and 
Richard Rodgers. Guy Lombar
do recorded his first song. 
During his career, he has done 
extensive work in television 

<I movies. 
The 73-year-old Cacavas, 

who lives in Beverly Hills, Ca
lif., graduated from Aberdeen 
Central in 1948. His wife is a 
1951 Central graduate. 

"It's More Than Do-Re-Mi," 
published by Xlibris, is priced 
at $22 for paperback and $30 
for Hardcover. 

Little Professor Book Cen
ter in Aberdeen has a limited 
supply of the book, but can or
der more. Engel Music Supply 
may also have the book down 
the road. 

Cresbard's busy past 
Elwin Schmidt was at Cres

bard School when it was a bus
tling place of learning. 

Schmidt, who is now 80, · 
worked in Cresbard for 14 
years, from 1951 to 1964. "We 
had about 150 kids in high 

Aberdeen native has written a book 
school," he 
remembers, 
and eight 
bus lines de
livered 
Cresbard's 
students to 
school each 
day. 

Schmidt's 
time in 
Cresbard in
cluded three 
years as princi
pal. He was al
so a teacher 
and superinten
dent. 

The Cres
bard school dis

Jeff Bahr 

trict is now be- Schmidt 
ing absorbed 

·by the Faulkton, Ipswich and 
Northwestern school systems. 

Schmidt, whp now lives in 
Pierre, says with Cresbard's 
dropping enrollment, closing 
the school was the right thing 
to do. 

But he and his wife, Ruth, 
enjoyed their time in Cres
bard. 

"It was a nice town," he 
says. 

"And great people," Ruth 
says. Everyone there "worked 
with the school100 percent." 

After leaving Cresbard, El
win Schmidt spent 18 years 
with the State Department of 
Education. 
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National morning show 
Local personalities are no 

longer heard on the Z-97 
morning show. 

All programming heard 
throughout the day on the Ab
erdeen station, also known as 
KNBZ-FM 97.7, is now sup
plied by a national-program 
service called Today's Best 
Hits. That programming in
cludes the Jonathan and Mar}' 
morning show from 6 to 10 
a.m. 

The other two Pheasant 
Country stations in Aberdeen, 
KGIM-AM 1420 and KGIM-FM 
103.7, still have local morning 
shows. 

Pheasant Country general 
manager Brian Lundquist says 
the station is "never content 
with the way things are," and 
that another change will be in
troduced soon. 

Recently the station gath
ered 150 people at the Johnson 
Fine Arts Center to comment 
on music, as it does every 
year. The music preferred by 
that group, he said, will soon 
be heard on the air. 

a·or contribution 
Here s a remm er of just 

how many Americans were in
volved in World War ll. 

The members of Stratford 
American Legion Post 207 fig
ure that within a seven-mile ra
dius of Stratford, 58 people 
served in the second World 
War. 

Amer£can Nell/s Photo by Jeff Bahr 
Aberdeen return: Composer 
Johnny Cacavas and his wife, 
Bonnie, visited Aberdeen in 
September 2003 for the 55th 
reunion of his 1948 Aberdeen 
Central class. 

Included in that area were 
seven families with three sons · 
each in the war, said post com
mander Tom Saunders. 

Young demographics 
Who watches TV shows like 

"Blind Date"? 
Young people. In an inter

view last month, KCPO owner· 
Chuck Poppen cited the show · 
as one of the more popular . 
programs on his channel. 

Poppen said "Blind Date" is 
a show "you may or may not 
be too happy with. It's kind of 
racy, but it's very popular with. 
the younger demos. n 

Jeff Baltr i.r the American News Dako· 
ta Livi11if editor. His e-mail address i.r 
;"bahr@aberdeemzezus.com. 



MEMORIAL DAY 2004 

Youth of the area presenting skit "America." 
Left to right: Collin Jark, J. Campbell, Danti Baptalez, Chris Jark, Derrick 
Jark, Taylor Ellingson, Payton Ellingson, R. J. Campbell, Jessica Campbell, 
Mallory Jark. 
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Presentation of a plaque, identifying some 59 persons from the Stratford area who 
served in the Armed forces during WW2. 

3 - 31-0li __ ....;; 

L toR: Vern Prickett, Adjutant and Thomas E. Saunders, Commander. 
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5-31 - 0g -
Sgt. At Arms Kenneth Jark, reading the roll call of the dead, buried in the 
three cemeteries visited by Post 207 on Memorial Day. 
L to R in foreground: Clarence Erickson, Richard Ellingson, Earl 

Shunkwiler, Gerald Wanttie 

POST MEMBERS 

- 31 - 0•' 
L toR. Front Row: Norman Lee, George "Pat" Hansen, Tom Saunders, 

Orville Schlichting, Kenneth Jark, Eugene Face, Deanna Taylor 
Back Row: Harley Hansen, Earl Shunkwiler, Clarence Erickson, Gerald 

Wanttie, Verlin Stange, Richard Ellingson, Herman Lier, Duane 
Jark, Vern Prickett, Korinne Face. 
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EAST RONDELL 2004 

Background: Sgt. at Arms Kenneth Jark 
Foreground: Chaplain Eugene Face 
Flag Detail L toR: Tom Saunders, Earl Shunkiwiler, Verlin Stange, Deanna 

Taylor 
Firing Squad L to R: Harley Hansen, Norman Lee, Vern Prickett, George 

"Pat" Hansen 
Post Members L to R: Herman Lier, Duane Jark, Clarence Erickson, Gerald 

Wanttie 
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WEST RONDELL 2004 

Background: Anna Tribble, bugler 
L toR: Tom Saunders, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, Deanna Taylor, 

Harley Hansen, Norman Lee, Vern Prickett, George "Pat" Hanse~ 
Herman Lier, Clarence Erickson, Duane Jark 

Foreground: Ken Jark, Sgt. at Arms 

-">]-QL 

Front Row L to R: Norman Lee, Harley Hansen, George "Pat" Hansen, 
Vern Prickett, Tom Saunders, Deanna Taylor 

Back Row L to R: Anna Tribble, Ken Jark, Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin Stange, 
Eugene Face, Duane Jark, Herman Lier, Clarence Erickson, Gerald 
Wanttie 
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Depicted below are three of the remaining World War 2 Veterans belonging to Post 

207. The fourth member, Lynn Erdmann, resides in Arizona. Those shown below had just 

completed participation in the 2004 Memorial Day services. 

L to R: Clarence Erickson, Orville Schlichting, Thomas E. Saunders. 
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W amer School selects 
Boys-State participants 

·y he Warner School district 
• has selected Jason Kay, 
Nathan Munger , Austin 
Schwan and Dirk Waite to 
attend Boys State this swnmer 
at Northern State University. 
. Kay and Waite are spon
sored by the Rieck Morgan 
.Legion Post No. 137 of Warn
_er. Munger is sponsored by 
·the Mansfield Legion and 
Schwan is sponsored by the 
Stratford Legion. · · 
' Kay is the son of Donneley 
and LaRita Kay of Warner. 
Munger is the son of Steve 
and Deb Munger of Mansfi~lcL 
Schwan is the son of Steve :•1ci 
Sharon Schwan of Strati· ~
Waite is the son of Nad.ue 
Waite of Warner. Schwan Waite 
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"'Thursday, July 1, 2004 
Questions or Comments? 

Call City Editor lan Fennell at 
(605) 622-2309 or 1-800-925-4100, 

·during the day, or Patanna Zimmerman, 
(605) 622-2303 or 1-800-925-4100, evenings. 

Jl~R~~~ THE HE~I~N 
Stratford plans activities 
forlndependencei>ay 

S tratford will celebrate 
Independence Day with 

several activities Sunday for 
all ages. Registration for a 
ear show, sponsored by the 
BS Bar and Grill, is at 10 a_m. 
there is an entry fee. The car 
show runs from 11 a_m. to 
2:30 p.m. Admission is free. 
. A homemade ice cream 
social, sponsored by the 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
will run from-neen to 2 p.m. 
Free-will donations will be 
accepted. 

The Stratford Community 
Children's Theater will per
form at 3 p.m. behind the 
community hall. The parade 
begins at 4:30 p.m. A potluck 
picnic will be served at 6 
p.m. Meat will be provided; 
those in attendance should 
bring their own utensils and 
a dish to pass. Games for 
kids of all ages begin around 
7:30 p.m. The Fireworks 
Extravag~nza begins around 
lOp.m. 
FrO'm staff reports 

Stratford Independence Day cele
bration, 11 a_m.-2:30 p.m., car 
show; noon-2' p.m., ice cream 
social; 3 p.m., Community 
Children's Theater perfor
mance; 4:30 p.m., parade; 10 
p.m., fireworks. 
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All Class Reunion - Stratford High School 7-3-04 

Shown below are three members of the Stratford High School class of 1943, 

Veterans ofWW2. There were two other class members who were also Veterans of 

WW2: Earl "Dick" McNeil, and Knolen Face. Clarence Erickson has received his 50-

year pin as a member of Post 207, while Saunders has completed 24 years of service in 

Post 207. 

L toR: Clarence Erickson, Raymond Schley, Thomas E. Saunders 
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4'h of July 2004 

As usuaJ, the Color Guard of Post 207 led the 4th of July Stratford community 

parade. There was a larger than usual crowd this year due to the all class high school 

reunion. Most stayed for the picnic following the parade and the fireworks display that 

night. 

L toR: George "Pat" Hansen, Vern Prickett, Earl Shunkwiler, Steven Face 
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SOUTH DAKOTA LEGION NEWS 

July 2004 

Left to right Winners of the Post Narrative History are: 
First Place-Gertje-Van Lith Post No 229, Big Stone 
City, Historian Frank Zeek; Second Place-Stratford 
Post No 207, Historian Thomas E. Saunders accepting 
is District 14 Commander Gerald Sanborn; Third 
Place-Fort Randall Castle Post No 282, Pickstown, His
torian Verlyn Baker on June 13, 2004 in Pierre. 
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Lynn Erdmann 

Lynn Erdmann, a PUFL member of Post 207, while serving in the US Army in 

Germany during WW2, was awarded the Silver Star for valor, in that be bad crawled into 

a mine field to rescue a buddy who had stepped on a mine. A snapshot of Lynn was 

received at the Post, showing Lynn displaying the medal. 

Sgt. Lynn Erdmann 
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VETERANS STATUES, ABERDEEN REGIONAL AIRPORT 

Ben Victor, sculptor, Northern State University, requested Veterans from the 

various wars since WW2 examine the second statue that was ready to be bronzed and 

placed with the first at the entrance to the Terminal building, Aberdeen Regional Airport. 

He asked that Veterans assure the equipment and dress was accurate for the period 

represented. 

Pictured below are those WW2 Veterans who participated. 

L toR: Don Whittlinger, Commander CC Coral VFW Post 17, Aberdeen, 
SD; Joseph Kelly, Capt. SD l4ih Field Artillery WW2; Curtis Misslitz, Post 
207; Thomas E. Saunders, Commander, Legion Post 207, Sgt. US Army Air 
Corp WW2; Artist Ben Victor; Don Mogen, American Legion Post 24; 
Unknown, Aberdeen, SD 
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Greg Milbrandt Welcome Home Party 9-5-04 

L toR: Julie and Greg Milbrandt 

L to R: Greg Milbrandt, Unknowns, Anissa and Raymond Stange 
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L toR: Anna Tribble, Unknown, Vern Prickett, Unknown 

L toR: Eugene Face, Jean Face, Phyllis Saunders 
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VETERANS DAY POT LUCK 11-7-04 

1 1- -0· 
L toR: Tom Saunders, Kenneth Jark, Gene Schumacher, State Commander American 

Legion 

11-7- (l 

Ken Jark's cake 
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L toR: Adj. Vern Prickett, Orville Schlichting, Gene Schumacher, State 
Commander 

Back Row L to R: George "Pat" Hansen, Harley Hansen, Verlin Stange, 
Duane Jark, Earl Shunkwiler, Larry Jark 
Front Row L to R: Orville Schlichting, Stan Monson. Marvin Mil brandt 
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L toR: Gene Schumacher, State Commander; Herman Lier, Richard Ellingson 

Allen Hoeft prepared the board for the p laques. 
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Americtm Newr Plwlos bp Dawn l>ielriclt 
On display: Aberdeen area veterans unveiled the second soldier statue by Northern State University resident sculptor Ben Victor 
at the Aberdeen Regional Airport Thursday. The unveiling was one of many Veterans Day observations around the region. 

~·eterans honored for sacrifices 
New sculpture at 
Aberdeen airport 
among highlights 

By Mike Corpos 
American Neros Wn"ter 

A 
t the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th 
month - when in 
1918 the "War to End 

All Wars" ended- more than 
1,000 gathered Thursday to 
honor those who have served 
in the nation's armed forces. 

A morning program at 
Aberdeen Central High School 
in the new Golden Eagles 
Arena included a musical and 
spo ken tribute to a rea 
veterans. 

Servicemen and women 
from all branches of the service 
and every war since World War 
D were present for the salute, 
which at times took on a cele
bratory atmosphere with music 
and applause. 

Emcee Army Sgt. 1st Class 
Dennis Nelson, a retired Gulf 
War veteran, called the crowd 
to attention as the color guard 
carried the American flag into 
the arena and the Aberdeen 
"'·blic Schools Elementary 

JS sang "The Star Span· 
_ • .r·Banner." 

Pastor Rick Riedel of 

Celebrating service: Heidi Senst, 16, Michelle Heckel, 15, and 
Dani Uttermar!<, 15. all sophomores at Aberdeen Central High 
School. wave flags while singing "God Bless America" during a 
Veterans Day program at the school in Aberdeen. 
P lymouth Congr egational full battle dress uniform, Nel-

. Church delivered the invoca- son recognized Aberdeen's 
tion, and the children again two former prisoners of war. 
sang, this time "Stars and Nelson called the names of 
Stripes Forever~ and "God World War IT Army Air Corps 
Bless America. • officers retired Lt. Col. Sydney 

With students waving flags, Mortenson, who was unable to 
members of the Veterans of attend, and former 1st Lt. 
Foreign Wars and the Ameri- Richard Grandpre, who sat in 
can Legion proudly wearing a wheelchair in the front row. 
their service caps and a few Both were shot out of the 
current service members in skies over Europe. Grandpre, 
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who spent 22 months as a 
POW in German camps, 
saluted as the audience 
applauded his service and 
sacrifice. . · 

Nelson also read the names 
of a number of area service
men who were killed in Viet
nam, and recognized those 
parents who were present. 

The Central High Sym
phonic Band followed the rec
ognition with its own musical 
salute to the various branches 
of the service. 

A student called out the 
names of the services starting 
with the Army and ending 
with the Navy, playing each 
branch's song while those vet
erans stood to be recognized. 

Former State American 
Legion Commander Wayne 
"Red" Vetter of Cresbard gave 
the address of the day. 

"'Ibere are certain things 
that we take for granted at 
times," Vetter began his 
address. "Our freedom, our 
safety, a good job, and you can 
add to that our military. • 

Vetter, a World War 1I vet
eran, reminded the crowd of 
the sacrifices made by those 
who have served, and of what 
those people fought for. 

"This is your day," he said 

See VETERANS DAY, Page 3B 

11-12- 04 

Thomas E . Saunders 
Curtis Misslitz, 
WW2 veterans 
unveil statute 



AMERICAN NEWS 

Ameriam Nnar Plu>to bp DawniXetri&h 

, Closer look: Lila Cresoin of Newport Beach. Calif.. right. and 
World War II Veteran Bernard Fischbach of Mellette, look at 
Northern State Umversity resident sculptor Ben Victor'-s lat· 
est sculpture Thursday. Crespin, Victor's grandmother, was 
in town for the unveiling of Combat Soldier, Victor's second 
statue at the Aberdeen Regional Airport. 

Veterans Day: 
'Each generation 
has had its war' 
Continued from Pa!fe JB 

lO the veterans. ·you who 
fought to preserve our right 
to life, liberty and pursuit of 
happiness." 

As he wound up his 
remarks, Vetter reminded the 
crowd of lhe 25 million veter
ans in the United States, and 
that half of those are younger 
than 65. 

"World War 1 was not the 
War to End All Wars- everv 
generation has had its wir 
from Pearl Harbor to Bagh· 
dad, n he said. 
New sculpture: Later in the 
day, about 50 people gathered 
at the Aberdeen Regional Air
port for the dedication of the 
second of three statues for 
the airport's war memorial. 

The new statue -
sculpted by Northern State 
University resident sculptor 
Ben Victor - shows a soldier 
kneeling and pointing with 
his left hand; an M·16 assault 
riile is in his right hand. 

At the dedication, Victor 
called it the Combat Soldier. 
The first statue, the Victory 
Soldier, was unveiled last 
Veterans Day and stands, 
holding an American flag, to 
the right of the new figure. "'t is my honor to be here 
today to dedicate this scu lp
ture to the veterans,'' Victor 
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said before a detail of about a 
dozen veterans cut the rope 
and removed the tarp cover· 
ing the new bronze sculpture. 

Gasps and oohs could be 
heard over the biting prairie 
wind as the tarp came off and 
the crowd of Victor's family 
members, veterans and oth· 
ers began to applaud. 

Victor said he hopes to 
have the third and final war 
sculpture - the Aftermath 
Soldier - completed and 
ready for dedication on Vet· 
erans Day 2005. 

"' hope it speaks to every· 
one here; Victor said. 

After the program, people 
milled around the memorial. 

"You can almost see what 
he's thinking," said one 
woman in the cwwd as she 
looked at the Combat Soldier. 

Mike Erickson, a Vietnam 
veteran from Aberdeen, said 
he was thrilled with the out· 
come of the sculpture. 

~lt turned out better than 
when I saw it in clay - it's 
just a fantastic work," Erick· 
son said. 

A number of veterans were 
invited by Victor to see the 
clay sculpture earlier this 
year before he sent it to be 
cast in bronze. 
Reporter Mile• Corpos; (605) 622· 
2310 or 1·800-925-4100 t..<l. 310; 
mcl»"po.r@aberdetmrocws.com 



Signs are welcome additions 
To the editor - Our thanks to 
the Regional Airport Board for 
erecting signs that specify that 
the airfield is "Saunders Field." 
General Saunders was a WWTI 

hero who does merit recogni
tion and for whom the airport 
was named. The "Welcome to 

Saunders Fieid" and the 
"~hank you for visiting Saun
ders Field" signs are welcome 
adllitions to the roadwayJinto 
the new terminal. 

Thank you. 
Carlon C. Van Wagner 
Aberdeen 1 

I 

Qmission.needs correcting 
played that would indicate the 
name of the airport and the 
reason it was named Saunders 
Field. . -

The airport' manager and 
the airport board should cor
rect this omission at once. And 
give the General the honor 
that is due him. 

I 

To the editor - I visited the 
new airport termi.Dal building 
April 7 at about 8 p.m. I 
looked all over the building 
(some of it was blocked off) 
trying to find a picture and 
plaque honoring general Saun
ders. The airfield was named 
for him because of his exploits 
during world war n. ·· Carlon C. Van Wagner 1' 

There w~_:nothing dis- Abt-rdecn - . .• :;.::r,:::_ 

~'-- - -=· ;:;_s _un_d_a_y,_A_p_ri_l 1_1_._2_0_0_4_S_A 
., 

AMERICAN NEWS 

Wednesday, December 22, 2004 
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Aberde en Ameri c an News 12- 02 -04 

.. 
-' 

Stratft>rd fund-raiser had great help 
T.O th-e editor ::.._ The Stratford 
American Legion Post 207" 
wants to giv:e a special iliank 
you to the following busi
nesses who· donated items to 
the 2004 Fun a Raiser: Jiariy 
Implement, Bath Quick Stop, _ 
Taylor Seed, RDO Implement, 
-REA Seed,' Airport Cafe, H:C. 
:clark Implement, Pizza Ranch, 
Lakewood }1all, Pepsi tompa
ny, McDonald's, Coca-Cola 
Comp~y! Economy Meat. · 

Market, Artz Equipment Com
pany, Aberdeen Equipment, 

_First State Bank, Pioneer Ford; 
Bieglers Inc., Lust Chevy
Buick, Harr Motors, Chrysler 
Center and Dacotah Bank. Spe
cial thank you to the B.S. Bar 
·of Stratford for preparing and · 

· serving the food. Also for · · 
everyone ~ho came to support 
our event. ·: ··:- -.. , ; 
Ver1in Stange _ 
Stratjo-nlAmerican Legion Post 201 
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Christmas Y outb Party 12-5-04 

L toR: Landon, Taylor, Payton, and Logan Ellingson, grandchildren of 
Richard Ellingson 

Holly Jo Jark, granddaughter of Kenneth Jark 
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Civil War/Spanish American War Veterans 
Buried At East Randell, West Randell (Oakwood) 
& Scandinavian Church Cemeteries 

East Randell 

Civil War 

James E. Robinson 

West Randell 

Civil War 

Elderkin P. Ashford 

George Baker 

William Harrison Bayne 

Ralph Cowles 

Eugene P. Roses 

John Smith 

Scandinavian Church Cemetery 

Civil War & Spanish American War 

Halvor Tiegen (Served in both wars) 
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Spanish American War 

Homer Baker 
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50, 55, 58 
Erdmann, Lynn 22,25,26,43 
Erickson, Clarence 13, 25, 34, 35 

36,48 
Erickson, Harvey 25 
Estee, Walter Blain 24 

F 
Face, Eugene 8, 11 , 13, 14, 17, 18 

22,27,28,34,35 
Face, Knolen 25 
Face, Korinne 22, 29 
Face, Steven 14, 17,20,22,29,41 
Face, Wesley 2 7 
Falk, Harry E. 24 
Firey, Earl 24 
Floan, George 25 
Floan, Melvin 25 
Floan, Raymond 25 
Fourth of July 14, 39 
Francoli, Emil 24 
Francoli, Richard 24 
Fuller, LeRoy 24 
Fund Raiser 18 

G 
Gerharter, Alan W. 27 
Gerharter, Arthur 24 
Gerharter, Vernon 25 
Gubin, Ronald "Jack" 9, 11, 17, 22, 
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Gullickson, Sanford 24 
Gunderson, Alvin 24 

H 
Hafnor) Carl 25 
Hafnor, Evelyn 25 
Hagen, F. L. 24 
Hagen, Norman 28 
Halverson, Gustav 24 
Halvorson, Rjcbard 12 
Hansen, George Jr. "Pat" 9, 11, 13, 

14, 17, 22, 28, 34, 35, 36, 41 
Hansen, Harley 10, 11, 13, 14, 22, 

29, 35, 36 
Hansen, Mickael 22, 28 
Hansen, Pastor Keith 13 
Hanson, Robert 27 
Hartwell, Rollie S. 24 
Hesketh, Rolfe Harris 24 
Hilgemann, Richard 13 
History Awards 2004 42 
Hi te, Archie R. 24 
Hoeft, Allen 19, 50 
Hoeft, Harwood 28 
Hoeft, Henry Jr. 28 
Hoeft, Leonard 27) 28 
Hoeft, Myron 29 
Holcomb, Arthur W. 24 
Hundstad, Bernard G. 25 
Hundstad, James 22, 28 

J 
Jark, Christopher 32 
J ark, Colin 28 
Jark, Davjd 22, 28 
Jark, Derrick 32 
.lark, Duane 17, 22, 28, 35, 36 
Jark, Holly Jo 55 
Jark, Kenneth "Ken" 7, 11 , 13, 14 

19, 22A, 27,34, 35,3~37, 
38,48 

Jark, Lloyd 17, 47 
Jark, Mallory 17,32 
J ark, Phyllis 4 7 
Jark, Thurlo 27 
Jark, William 24 
Johnson, Darlene 11 
Johnson, Leif A 11 
Johnson, William 11 

58 

Jones, Ernest A 24 

K 
Kassube, Chris 29 
Kelly, Joseph 16, 44 
Knoll, Jake 24 
Knox, Carol 25 
Knox, Richard 25 
Korean War Vets 14 
Kramp, Alfred 24 
Kurtz, David 22, 28 

L 
Landland, Selmar 24 
Larson, Lloyd J. 24 
Lee, Norman 13. 14, 22, 28, 34, 35, 

36, 50 
Lenling, Alfred 2 4 
Lier, Herman 13, 14, 27, 34, 35, 36, 

50 
Lorenz, Francis 25 
Lund, Sanford 24 

M 
McClerey, V. G. 24 
McComsey, Don 28 
McMillin, Lester 24 
McNeil, Clarence "Turk" 27 
McNeil, Earl "Dick" 25 
Marlette, Timothy B. 22A 
Mathieu, George .T r. 28 
Memorial Day 13, 30 
Mike, George 24 
Mikesell, Sterling F. 24 
Milbrandt, Eric 19 
Milbrandt, Greg G. 6, 11, 13, 17, 20, 

22,29, 45 
Minn, Alex 24 
Missell, R. H. 24 
Misslitz, Curtis 25, 44, 51 
Misslitz, Donald 25 
Misslitz, Vernon 25 
Mitchell, Raymond 24 
Mogen, Don 44 
Moulton, Clifford 25 
Moulton, Dale 25 
Moulton, Lester 24 

N 
Nelson, Arthur 24 



Nelson, Martin 24 
Neville, Joe 24 
Nickel, Paul F. 24 

0 
Olfest, Hans H. 24 
0 lson, Kenneth 25 
Ott, Robert H. 24 

p 
Pabst, Harry 24 
Pagel, George 27 
Palmer, Brent 13 
Pardew, Harold 22, 28 
Peterson, Ralph 25 
Pokorney, Charles 24 
Post Officers 6 
Prickett, Vern 7, 11 , 12, 13, 14, 17, 

18, 19, 22, 22A, 29, 33, 
34,35,36,41,46,49 

Q 
Quill, Barbara Stange 27 

R 
Radke, Robert R. 28 
Radke, Verril R. 25 
Rasor, Tina Hansen 13, 22, 29 
Rawlings, James Mathieu 25 
Reinhardt, Bruce 29 
Reinhardt, Charles David 28 
Reinhardt, Jean 29 
Reinhardt, William B. 28 
Richert, Arthur D. 24 
Robinson, Arthur D. 24 
Robinson, Clarence 25 
Robinson, Freddie 28, 29 
Robinson, James E. 56 
Rock, Bruno 24 
Rock, Herman 24 
Rock, Robert 25 
Rock, Warren 27 
Rose, Eugene P. 56 
Rossow, Kevin 28 
Rossow, Gerald 22 
Rossow, W. A. 24 
Roster, Post Members 22, 23 

s 
Samuelson, Ed 24 
Samuelson, Maurice 25 
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Sanders, Robert 28 
Saunders Field 15 
Saunders, Gen. Laverne G. 1 5, 25 
Saunders, Thomas E. 1 , 6, 1 1, 12, 

13, 17, 18, 20, 22A, 25, 
33,34,35,36,37,40,44 

Schink.le, Herman 26 
Schley, Bernard 24 
Schley, Delmar, 25, 27 
Schley, Duane 27 
Schley, Jacie 47 
Schley, Jerry 47 
Schley, Kernlit 25 
Schley, Marvin 25 
Schley, Melvin 25 
Schley, Raymond 25, 40 
SchJjchting, Delbert 26 
Schlichting, Louis 24 
Schlichting, Lloyd 26 
Schlichting, Orville 13, 26, 22A, 34, 

37,49 
Schlichting, William 24 
Schumacher, Gene 8, 19, 20, 48, 49, 

50 
Schumacher, Sharon 18 
Schwan, Austin 11, 38 
Schwan, Sharon 11 
Schwan, Steve 11 
Sebert, Al 16 
Sebring, William "Tush" 27 
Shunkwiler, Earl 10, 11 , 13, 14, 17, 

28,29,34,35,36,41,49 
Skraastad, Martin C. 24 
Smith, Hugh 24 
Smith, John 56 
Solberg, Ed 21 
Sopp, Albert 24 
Stange, Gerhard Charles 24 
Stange, Leland 28 
Stange, Paul 24 
Stange, Paul Jr. 29 
Stange, Raymond 45 
Stange, Verlin 9, 11 , 13, 17, 22A, 

28,34,35,36 
Stange, William 25 
Stein, Charles 24 
Stewart, Jack 26 
Stoltenberg, Floyd 26 



Strauch, George L. 24 
Streen, Ted 24 
Street, Nick 24 
Strom, Dale 14 
Swanstrom, Floyd 24 
Swenson, Harvey 26 
Svarstad, Albert E. 26 

T 
Taylor, Dearu1a 8, 11 , 13, 22A, 29, 

34,35 
Taylor, Robbie 13, 29 
Tigen, Halvor 56 
T ol vstad, Cody 11 
Tolvstad, Harry 24 
Tolvstad, Mark 11 
Tolvstad, Mary 11 
Tractor Pull 2004 17 
Tribble, Anna 36, 46 

v 
Velke, Eli 24 
Veterans Day 2004 51 
Victor, Benjamin 16, 44 
Von Wagner, Carlon 15, 16, 53 

w 
Walking, Lawrence W. 24 
Walth, Linda 12 
Wanttie, Gerald 11, 14, 22A, 27, 28, 34, 
35 
Wayman, Craig Allan 22A, 29 
Wayman, Wendy Milbrandt 22A 
Wayne, John W. 24 
Westby, Morton R. 26 
Whittlingler, Don 16, 44 
Wilson, Paul 24 
Wood, Ervin 26 
Wood, Harold 26 
Wood, Roy27 

y 
Young, Don 24 
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INTRODUCTION 

This being the Centennial Year for the town of Stratford, it is appropriate 

that we also recall the circumstances of the founding of the American Legion. 

Officers of the American Expeditionary Forces in France in World War I, under 

the guidance of Lt. Col. Theodore Roosevelt, proposed an organization of 

Veterans. The first organizational meeting took place in France in March of 1919. 

It considered every Veteran of the AEF to be a member of the Legion. Congress 

then granted the Legion its Charter in September of 1919. Stratford Post 207 was 

granted a Charter in 1921, and those who obtained that charter have been 

identified in previous histories. The goals of the American Legion are set forth 

hereafter in the Preamble to the Constitution, and are summed up in the phrase, 

"For God and Country.'' 

The town of Stratford, founded in 1906, quickly grew, as did the 

membership made up ofWWI Veterans. With the advent ofWWI, there were 

many large families, living within a seven mile radius of Stratford who responded 

to the needs of their country, and upon their return were part of the original 

membership. 

Members of this community have historically exhibited great patriotism and 

support for the Armed Forces. WW2 saw 7 families within this small area with 

three sons in the service at the same time. 

Recently, the entire community supported the Post in their successful effort 

to erect a Veterans' Memorial, honoring all Veterans of all wars since WWI. This 

monument will be placed at the entrance of the Stratford City Park. 
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As in the past, thanks is extended to Kathy Williams for her assistance in 

producing this document and to Dakotah Bank, Aberdeen, for the use of their 

copying equipment, making the publishing of this History possible. 
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CHAPTER! 

ROSTER OF POST OFFICERS 

CO~DERnllSTORIAN 

VICE-COMMANDER 
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THOMAS E. SAUNDERS. Veteran of 

WW2. Sgt. in US Army Air Corp. 

serving from 9/10/43 to 3/19/46, as 

Central Fire Control gunner on B-29 

bomber. Civilian occupation: SA 

FBI retired; VP Dak.otah Bank, 

Aberdeen, retired. Resides at 2103 

Saphire Court, Aberdeen, SD 57401. 

He is a 25-year member of Post 207. 

GREG G. MILBRANDT. Greg is a 

member of the SD National Guard, 

740th Transportation Unit out of 

Brookings, SD. He had formerly 

served with the 142°d Unit of 

Aberdeen. Greg had previously 

served during the ftrst Iraq war and 

was recalled to active duty, serving 

in Iraq since April o£2003. While 

on this tour of duty, he was 

promoted to Master Sgt. He is a 7-

year member of Post 207. 



ADJUTANT 

SGT. AT ARMS 
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VERN PRICKETT. Vern has served 

honorably in both the US Marine 

Corp and US Army. His combined 

service is from 1975 to Feb 1999 

(Desert Storm). Vern served as a 

Transportation Officer. He is self 

employed in the dairy business. He 

resides at P.O. Box 348, Stratford, 

SD. 

KENNETH JARK. Ken served in the 

US Army during the Korean Conflict 

from 4/53 to 4/55, attaining the rank 

of Cpl. He farmed for many years in 

the Stratford area and is a partner in 

Jark Auction Service with his son 

Val and Merlin Worley. Ken 

received his 50 year membership pin 

in 2004. In the past, he was active in 

youth activities in the community 

and has served as Sgt @ Arms for 

many years. He is a 51-year member 

of Post 207. 



CHAPLAIN 

IDS TORIAN 
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EUGENE FACE. Eugene served in the 

US Air Force and SD National 

Guard from 2/53 to 6/62 (Korean 

Conflict). He attained the rank ofE6 

with MOS Aircraft Mechanic. He 

resides at 39815 1471
h St., Stratford, 

SD. Eugene is the father ofKorinne 

Face and Steven Face, also members 

of Post 207. He is a 43-year member 

ofPost207. 

DEANNA TAYLOR. Deanna served in 

the US Army from 4/82 to 3/91 

(Desert Storm) attaining the rank of 

E5. She lives in Stratford and is 

employed in Aberdeen. 



CHAPTER 2 

ROSTER OF POST CHAIRS 

MEMBERSIDP 

AMERICANISM OFFICER 

SERVICE OFFICER 
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VERLIN STANGE. Verlin served in 

the US Army from 11/1/61 to 8/9/63 

(Berlin Crisis). MOS: Surveyor. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer. 

Resides: 14393 397th Ave .. Stratford, 

SD. He is a l 0-year member Post 

207. 

RONALD "JACK" GUBIN. Jack 

served in the US Army from 1/53 to 

1/56 (Korea). MOS: Truck Driver. 

Civilian Occupation: Farmer. 

Resides: 14547 398'h Ave, Stratford, 

SD. He is a 48-year member Post 

207. 

GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN (JR.). Pat 

served in the US_Navy from 1957 to 

1963 (Vietnam era). Resides: RFD 

Stratford, SD. Civilian Occupation: 

farmer, rural mail carrier. He is a ll

year member of Post 207. Pat is the 

father of Harley Hansen and Tina 

Hansen Rasor. 



ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
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EARL SHUNKWILER. Earl served in 

the US Navy from 1968 to 1992 

(Vietnam-Persian Gulf) in Ordinance 

and Machinist Mate. Earl resides at 

39806 149m St., Stratford, SD. He is 

employed in Maintenance at State 

Hospital, Redfield, SD. He is a 16-

year member of Post 207. 

HARLEY HANSEN. Harley is a 2nd 

Class Petty Officer US Navy and is 

currently in the Reserve. He served 

1984-92 SW Asia. He was recalled 

to active duty 2002, but is again in 

Reserve status. He was a Gunners 

Mate in the Navy and is currently 

employed by the US Post Office. He 

resides at 14447 396th Ave., 

Stratford, SD. He is a l4-year 

member ofPost 207. 



CHAPTER3 

ONE-YEAR CHRONICLE 

4-1-05 to 4-30-06 

Election of Officers 

The following officers were unanimously re-elected on 4-11-05: 

Commander/Historian 

Vice Commander 

Adjutant 

Historian 

Sgt.@ Arms 

Chaplain 

Post Chairs 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

GREG G. MILBRANDT 

VERN PRICKETT 

DEANNA TAYLOR 

KENNEtH J ARK 

EuGENE FACE 

The following members were re-appointed to the Post chairs by 

Commander Saunders for the following year: 

Americanism Officer 

Public Affairs 

Membership 

Service Officer 

Athletic Director 

Children & Youth 

Boys State 2005 

JACK GUBlN 

GER.A.LD w A ~TTIE 

VERLIN STANGE 

GEORGE "PAT" HANSEN, JR. 

EARL SHUNKWlLER 

HARLEY HANSEN 

The State Adjutant authorized Post 207 to sponsor two candidates for 

the 2005 Boys State Session. Nominated were Cody Tolvstad, son of Mark and 

Mary Tolvstad, a Junior at Warner High School and Laef Johnson, son of Bill and 

Darlene Johnson, a Junior at Groton High School. 
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Post 207 - 2005 Legionnaire of the Year 

Post 207 unanimously nominated Post Adjutant, Vern Prickett, for Legionnaire of 

the Year, for competition in District 14. A nominee from Eureka won the right to 

represent District 14. We know, however, that Vern was well qualified to 

represent District 14. 

Spring Conference Dist. 14, Groton. SD 

The Commander, Pat Hansen (Post 207 Veterans Service Officer), and 

Herman Lier attended the District 14 Spring Conference at Groton on 4-5-06. 

Items covered were Membership and Student Loans. Opportunities were 

explained by Warren Aas, Service Officer and Zack Kern, local Veterans Service 

Officer. Election was held for County Officers and resulted in Dale Schrom as 

County Commander and Zack Kern as Vice-Commander. Department 

Commander Schumacher and State Adjutant Ron Boyd addressed the group. 

Children and Youth 

Jacob Milbrandt, son of Greg and Julie Milbrandt, rural Groton, was a 

member of Groton's Destination Imagination Team, which participated in the 

Global Finals of that Organization at Knoxville, Tennessee on May 25-28, 2005. 

The Groton Team was made up of second and third graders. Post 207 

made a donation to assist Jacob in his travel expenses to Tennessee. 
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Memorial Day 2005 

Post members and Auxiliary of Post 207 met at the Community Hall, 

Stratford at 8:00 a.m. for a light breakfast and program prior to departing for the 

three cemeteries. 

Commander Saunders led the group in the Pledge to the Flag, introduced 

some guests and reminded the attendees of the origin of Memorial Day. Attention 

was drawn to the plaques displayed on the North wall. Commander Saunders read 

the names of those involved in conflicts since Desert Storm through the present. 

Those names appear on the 5th and final plaque. 

Post members were provided with copies of the 2004-05 Post Histori.es. 

Adjutant Vern Prickett then read an inspiring letter from an Iraq Veteran 

as to the importance of Memorial Day and their mission in Iraq. 

The Commander then asked for a moment of silence to remember those on 

active duty with the various Armed Forces of the United States. 

Sgt.@ Anns Kenneth Jark then read the RoU Call of the Dead, those 

former members buried in the various cemeteries of the area. 

Those making up the Detail of 2005 were: 

Flag Bearers & Guard 

Firing Squad 

Sgt. @ Arms 

Chaplain 

Others in Attendance 

14 

Tim Marlette. Deanna Taylor 
Greg Milbrandt, Wendy Wayman 

Norman Lee, George Hansen 
Harley Hansen, Vern Prickett 

Kenneth Jark 

Eugene Face 

Gerald Wanttie. Thomas E. 
Saunders, Clarence Erickson 
Duane Jark, Verlin Stange 
Jack Gubin, Herman Lier 
Tina Hansen-Rasor 



At the beginning of the program, Mallory Jark and Christopher Jark 

played a patriotic ttme, Chris on drums and Mallory on hom. 

July 41
h 2005 

Post 207 again led the 4th of July parade, an annual event in Stratford. 

Those making up the team this year were: George "Pat" and Harley Hansen, 

guards, Greg Milbrandt and Wendy Milbrandt Wayman, flag bearers. Pat and 

Harley are father and son; Greg and Wendy are brother and sister. 

Tractor Pull9-25-05 

Post 207 again sponsored a Fall tractor pull under the overall supervision 

of Ronald "Jack'" Gubin. There were not as many pullers as in previous years. but 

bad weather accounted for that. Members of Post 207 again ran the concession 

stand with ladies of the Auxiliary providing bars. 

Marvin Schley funerall0-11-05 

Post 207 provided Military graveside rites for deceased Post Member 

Marvin Schley. Marvin had been a long time member and promoter of this Post. 

Those making up the Detail for this sad event were: Sgt.@ Arms Kenneth Jark~ 

Bugler Chuck Mewing; Firing Squad George "Pat'' Hansen, Steve Face, Norman 

Lee, and Tim Marlette; Flag Detail Earl Shunkwiler and Richard Ellingson; 

Honor Guards Norman Lee and Thomas E. Saunders. Other Post members in 

attendance were Clarence Erickson, Duane Jark, Verlin Stange, and Gerald 

Wanttie. Four members took time from their harvesting duties to participate in 

honoring Marvin. 

Annual Fund Raiser 

The annual fund raiser was held ll-5-05 and netted $1,977.01. 
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Post 207 Dues Policy 

Post 207, at its regular meeting on 11-13-05, agreed the Post will pay the 

annual membership dues for individuals under the following circumstances: 

1. First year membership - not a renewal 

2. Those members now confined to a nursing home. 

3. Those members on active duty, Active Reserve and/or National Guard 

Item #3, above, involved four members at this time, viz. Harley Hansen, 

Greg Milbrandt, Tina Rasor, and Wendy Milbrandt Wayman. 

Americanism 

Post 207 has renewed the practice of reciting the Preamble to the Legion 

Constitution at the beginning of our meetings. This is a refresher of the goals of 

the American Legion. 

The Commander, on 3/13/06, appeared before the entire high School and 

Middle School of Butlerville School, Stratford, SD. This is the only known 

Hutterite High School in South Dakota. The students, though paci£sts by belief 

and training, were informed of the great role that Veterans played in the 

development of this area and the role the Cavalry played in securing the area for 

settlers. They asked many questions about the Commander's role in WW2 and the 

background and family history of Brig. General Laverne G. Saunders, who was 

raised on a farm a short distance from their Colony. 

The Commander also represented Post 207 at the welcome home 

Ceremony forB Battery 2114i11 FA SD NG on 2-12-05, the dedication of the final 

War Memorial Statue at the Aberdeen Regional Airport on 11-11-05, and the Red 

Cross Canteen in the Milwaukee Depot. 
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Veterans Dav Appreciation Pot Luck 11-13-05 

Post 207 American Legion Auxiliary traditionally has sponsored a pot 

luck dinner to honor all Veterans of all Wars from this area. This year was no 

exception. Legion members were responsible for the program. 

Kirk Easton, Superintendent of Schools, Warner School District, 

accompanied by his wife and children, talked of his experiences in Iraq as a 

member of the SO 147m National Guard Unit. He spoke of the groups ' 

accomplishments and the need for their service in that area. 

Post 207has unanimously selected Loy Stange for Legion A ward of 

Fireman of the Year 2005. Loy is Chief of the Stratford Volunteer Fire 

Department. Following the Legion's format, inquiry was made as to Loy' s 

qualifications for this award. Loy, in the past, had attended many training sessions 

sponsored by the State of SD and graduated to an Instructor in this field of 

endeavor. Loy participates in many other events in the community of Stratford. 

He takes the responsibility for preparing the meat for the Stratford 4th of July 

Celebration picnic. He is very active in the Community Theatre, assisting in 

building and transportation of stage and equipment. 

To show appreciation for all he has done for this community, Post 207 

presented Loy with the Official Legion Form designation of Fireman of the Year, 

a book of letters from several Fire Chiefs in the area, and the Post also presented 

him with a wall clock depicting a pheasant scene. We were further able to honor 

him by arranging for his immediate family to be present. 
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Post 207 presented Americanism awards to the two Boys State 

Representatives for 2005, Cody Tolvstad and Laef Johnson. 

Commander Saunders then asked for a moment of silence for those 

persons currently on active duty with the armed forces. He also made some brief 

comments regarding Legion Resolution #169, "Support for War on Terrorism.'' 

The meeting was closed with the appropriate prayer, delivered by Post 

Chaplain Eugene Face. 
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Veterans Memorial Monument 

In late 2004 and throughout 2005, discussions were held at Post meetings 

as to the possibility of erecting a Veterans War Memorial, to honor all Veterans of 

the Stratford area, including all Veterans since WWI. George "Pat" Hansen and 

his son Harley had initiated this proposal, contacting sellers of monuments, 

securing pictures and determing ball park costs of such a project. In the Fall of 

2005, the Hansens promoted a pancake feed at the Stratford Community Center, 

and since all products were donated, we netted approximately $800.00, plus a 

donation of some $200.00. 

It was thought that since Stratford is celebrating their Centennial year, the 

whole community get behind the Monument project. To this end, an ad hoc 

committee was formed, made up of Pat Hansen, Alan Hoeft, Bill and Diane 

Klager, and Bonnie Reiss, President of the Post Auxiliary. Val Jark, of Jark 

Auction Service, volLmteered the use of his services for an auction. Ron Glugla, a 

native of Stratford, volunteered the use of one of his storage facilities to store 

items donated for the auction. Alan and Bill went forth gathering items for the 

auction from businesses and private individuals in the Stratford, Groton, 

Aberdeen, Bath, and W amer areas. 

The Auction was held at the Stratford Community Hall on 4-2-06, 

resulting in sales in excess of $10,000. This will allow the Post to order the 

Monument that was agreed upon at a regular meeting of April 1 0, 2006. The 

wording has been approved by the entire membership. The monument will be 

erected on city property, just west of the entrance to the Stratford City Park. This 
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sile will provide access to electrical power, so a Flag Pole will be erected where 

the Flag can fly on a 24 hour basis. 

All those who donated to our auction were thanked by a letter to the editor 

of the Aberdeen American News, while individuals making donations received 

subsequent to the auction have been thanked by individual correspondence. 

Donations made this Time Frame 

Stratford Centennial Committee -Expenses Brown Co. Fair 

Warner High School Post Prom Party 

Stratford Community Hall Building Fund 

Anna Tribble. daughter ofKorinne Face, Post Member 
To participate in SD All-Star Volley Ball 

Jacob Milbrandt, Destination Imagination National Competition 
To assist with travel expense to Nashville, TN 

Shrine - Circus tickers for area children 

2006 Bovs State Designee 

Seth Erickson, son of John and Meri Erickson, grandson of Clarence 

Erickson is this years candidate for Boys State. He is a Junior at Groton High 

School. 

Addition to 51
h Plague 

John J. Reinhardt was a member of SDNG, enlisting in 1979. He died as 

the result of an auto accident in 1980, after having just completed Basic Training. 

20 

$100 

$150 

$1000 

$100 

$100 

$30 



APPENDICES 

21 



ROSTER OF POST 207 MEMBERSIDP 

(1) BAGGETT, Keith W. P.O. Box 435 605-395-6541 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(2) BARTZ.Randall K. ,l l532 Waldos Beach Rd. 
Rosholt, SD 57260 

(3) BENDER, Marvin, 420 E. Ash St., Box 470 605-228-2051 
Stratford, SD 

(4) ELLINGSON, Richard 2702 3rct Ave. SE, 605-225-1821 
Unit 108, Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(5) ERDMAt'\IN, Lynn 1855 W. Southern, 
#20 1 Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(6) ERICKSON, Clarence 39757 1415
t St. 605-395-6631 

Groton, SD 57445 

(7) FACE, Eugene 39815 147th St. 605-395-6608 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(8) FACE, Korinne J. P.O. Box 625 605-395-6911 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(9) FACE, Steven 39815 147th St. 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(10) GUBIN, Ronald J. 14547 14l5
t St. 605-395-6964 

Stratford, SD 

( 11) HANSEN, George M., Jr. (Pat) 605-226-2348 
39578 14lst St. Stratford, SD 57474 

(12) HANSEN, Harley C. 14447 396th Ave. 605-395-6928 
Stratford, SO 57474 

(13) HANSEN, Michael 620 8th Ave. NE 605-622-7838 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(14) HOEFT, Myron 30185 Chualar Canyon Rd., 
Chualar, CA 93925 

(15) HUNDST AD, James 13755 395th Ave 605-225-3093 
Bath, SD 57474 

( 16) J ARK, David L. 374 Sykes Creek Rd. 
Rogue River, OR 97537 

(17) JARK, Duane L. P.O. Box 453 605-395-6549 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(1 8) JARK, Kenneth 401 21st Ave. NE 605-225-0510 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
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(19) KURTZ, David Beverly Health Care 
1015 3rd St., East, Redfield, SD57469 

(20) LEE, Norman 38905 1401
h St., 

Warner, SD 57479 

(2 1) LIER, Herman 622 S. McCoy 
Aberdeen. SD 57401 

(22) MARLETTE, Timothy D. P.O. Box 12 
Brentford, SD 57457 

(23) MILBRANDT, Greg 13933 399th Ave. 
Groton, SD 57445 

(24) PRICKETT, Vernon J. II P.O. Box 348 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(25) RASOR, Tina Hansen Carlson 5717 
Charlesgate Rd., Huber Heights, OH 45424 

(26) SAUNDERS, Thomas E. 2103 Sapbire Court, 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(27) SCHLICHTfNG, Orville Beverley Nursing 
Home, Groton, S.D. 57445 

(28) SHUNKWILER, Earl G. 39806 149th St., 
Stratford, S.D.57474 

(29) STA.!"lGE, Verlin 14393 39th Ave. 
Stratford, SO 57474 

(30) TAYLOR, Deanna P.O.Box 413 
Stratford, SD 57474 

(31) WANTTIE, Gerald 424 S 12111 St. 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

(32) WAYMAN, Craig 38670 123rd St. 
Westport, SD 57481 

(33) WAYMAN, Wendy Nlilbrandt 38670 
123rd St., Westport, SD 57481 

(34) WOOD, Shad 14320 403rd Ave. 
Stratford, SD 57474 
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605-472-2282 

605-229-5507 

605-725-5724 

605-2281715 

605-395-6515 

605-395-6911 

605-229-5349 

605-382-5879 

605-395-6419 

605-395-6411 

605-225-85·12 

605-229-1459 

605-229-1459 

605-395-6497 
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POTPOURRI OF FACTS 

__ MERICAN LEGION POST 207 
L....-____.~------- STRATFORD SD 57474 

Post 207 was granted a Charter on 2-5-1921 to 15 Veterans ofWWl. 

One family has had continuous membership in Post 207 since 2-5-1921: William 
Jark- Kenneth Jark. 

93 Veterans ofWW1 were members of Post 207 from 1921 to 1946. 

7 families had three sons serving in WW2 at the same time. 

(1) BUNSNESS: Joseph W., Kenneth J., Mark 
(2) CARMINE: Darrel, Duane, Lee 
(3) DAYTON: Dale, Earl, Robert 
(4) ERDMANN: Lynn, Richard, John "Jack" Holcomb 
(5) FLOAN: George, Melvin, Raymond 
( 6) MISSLITZ: Curtis, Donald, Vernon 
(7) SCHLICHTING: Delbert, Lloyd, Orville 

59 persons from the Stratford area served during WW2 (12-7-41 to 12-31-46). 

Sgt. Lynn Erdmann was awarded the Silver Star for rescuing a buddy from 
a mine field. 

Brig. Gen. Laverne G. Saunders was awarded the Navy Cross for his 
activity in the SW Pacific. This award not normally awarded to Army 
personnel. 

Ervin G. Wood was a prisoner of war in Germany in WW2. 

Three area residents were killed in action (KIA) during WW2. All were 
pilots. Albert SV ARSTAD Navy Pilot; Harvey SWENSON B-29 bomber 
pilot; Ervin WESTBY B-24 bomber pilot. William Edgar STANGE was 
found dead at the Brooklyn Navy Pier, cause of death unknown. 

26 persons from the Stratford area served in the Armed Forces during the Korean 
Conflict (6-25-50 to 1-31-55). 

During the Vietnam era, (2-26-61 to 5-7-75) 32 area persons served in the armed 
forces of the USA. 
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From 1978 to 2005, 37 area persons served in the fo llowing conflicts: 

Lebanon, Granada, Panama, Beirut (8-24-81 to 1-31-91) 
Desert Storm (8-2-1990 to Present) 
Afghanistan ( 4-1-2000 to Present) 
Iraqi Freedom (4-2000 to Present) 
National Guard service exclusive of above dates 

Four ladies, making up 11% of current membership of Post 207 are: 

Korinne FACE 
Tina Hansen RASOR 
Deanna TAYLOR 
Wendy Milbrandt WAYMAN 

Duane JARK served as Adjutant of Post 207 for 24 years from 1974 to 1997. 

Family Relationships ofPost Members as of2005 

Father/Son 

Father/Daughter 

Brothers 

Brother/Sister 

Husband/Wife 

Wayman 

George "Pat" Hansen/Harley Hansen 
Eugene Face/Steven Face 

George "Pat" Hansen/Tina Hansen Rasor 
Eugene Face/Korinne Face 

Michael Hansen/George "Pat" Hansen 

Greg Milbrandt!Wendy Wayman 
Steven Face/K.orinne Face 

Vern Prickett!Korinne Face 
Craig "Duke" Wayman! Wendy Milbrandt 

Member Richard ELLINGSON has participated in every funeral ceremony of the 
Firing Squad for a period of 45 years. 

Histories of Post 207 submitted for State Competition 

2001-02 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 

Honorable Mention 
151 Place 
1st Place State- Honorable Mention National 
2nd Place 
3rd Place 

Stratford Post 207 has sponsored the Fall Tractor pull of the antique tractor club 
for this area under the guidance of member Ronald "Jack" GUBIN. 

Plaques identifying those from the area who served from WWl to present are on 
display in the Stratford Community Center. 
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Welcome Home Ceremony 
B Battery 2/147th FA 

Saturday 
February 12, 2005 

5.:00 p.m. 
Barnett Center 

(North ern State University) 
Aberdeen , South Dakota 

B Battery 2/147th FA 

Mus ic 

Welcome Hom e Ceremony 
B arnett Cen ter 

(Northe rn State Universit y) 

Satlfrd ay 
Fe bruary 12, 2005 

5:00p.m. 

Unit Members/Families Seated 

Escort Distinguished Guests 

lntroductionsl..\cknowledgements 

National Anthem 

Invocation 

Speakers 

Closing Remarks 

Roll Call 

Reading of the Order 

Special Message 

Benediction 

Receiving Line 
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Capt. Steven J. Siemonsma 

Father James Morgan 

Family Support Represemat1ve 
Aoerde~n Mayor, Mike _evsen 

Lt. Col. Jeffrey P. 1\ilarle!te 
Maj . Gen. Michael A. Gorman 
Governor M. Michael Rounds 

Capl . Steven J . Siemonsma 

1st Sgt. Wayne A. Labelle 

.1\dj utan ~ 

State Cmd. Sgl. Maj. 
Michael L. Birnbaum 

Father James Morgan 
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Tt.esday. Aonl 19 2CG5 7.1l.; • 

A Aberdeen, Groton teams headed to 
I Destination hn~gination Global Finals 

Competition is 
_1vfay 25-28 in 
Knoxvflle, Tenn. 

By Russ Keen 
,.J111,.,.:.car. Ntr.QS Wntn 

L ucas Car;:>enter, 9, 
Aberde~u. just about !ose5 his 
cool in his ?Orrrayal oi a pizza 
maker in italy wno getS a 
pnone order for a ;:izza to be 
delivered :o a New '{ark City 
aa.dress. 

The unintenc:onal phone 
call wP.nt throug.l} by ch:mce 
because some New York City 
kid~ were ptaying with a 
phone. Carpenter's characte r 
is determined to fill the order. 

"How am• I supp~ed to 
deliver a p=· to ~ew York? 
How am 1 going :o get my 
b!r'".h certificate md my VISa?'" 
he frets in an enten.:uning lt:ll· 
ian accenL 

His stress has a haPl>Y end· 
ing. Two wee.~ 1ater-, hr~ de liv
en; the Joggy, disgt~stmg piZZ.l 
to a :-iew. York vo~oma.n who by 
sheer coinC:dence :urns out to 
be l long, lost :riend irom col· 
lege. Ana, of :curse. r.he t-.vo 
live bappuy e•1e.,-y after-. 

c.-tr?enter anri 5ve otber 
1\be:deen iaas will soon· be on 
Slagr: at :he UitiverSlty 01 r~n
nr:ssee, Knoxville. Tenn., pre
sennng cbei r shan skit, 
'Brid~g Cultures Together 
With Pizza irom lt:lly," at Des· 
'nnation [magil~ation Globiil 
Finals. 

It's get".ing 'o be a tradition 
for .cds from .~cdeen md 
Groton co compete ev~rf 
spr.ng m 'the ::ll intt:.t·national 
finals. and thiS year is oo 
exceonon. T:<e Abe:de.:n teo.m 
;md one from-Grotan •.vil1 be in 
Knoxville on May 25-28 to 
compete with ~ids from 
throughout the U.S . .md about 
30 oth.:r nations. Counting 
~oac:les. ;udges. .:ompet:t01'3 
and pare:1ts, !2.000 !O :-t.JOO 
cy~ncally atte:Jd :.<e annual 
intemationci event.. 

DC is aeSJgned co. 3elp kids 
leo.m how.- to solve oroblerns 
cre:1tivdy .. For the- Aberde.,n 
team, the·challenge they chose 
was to ceate a. skit atiout 
bndging cult~ difference~. 

evem by receiving first pfaces 
at state comoetinon. · 

Aberce~n- and Groton are 
:he only r.owns cepr~sencing 
norctleast South. Jakota. 
although t 7 ce:uns are .{oing 
from South Dakota. 

Three of !he six kids on the 

.'\.herdeen :eam are Global 
Finals 9eterans.. h3VUlg com
!leted at i<nox"ille last Ylay, 
w::e:-e o::~ey placed 16th out oi 
54 teams in l"te:r division. 
Tney are .)/{aggie He?per; 9: 
Rachel S.:aton. tO; and· Carpen
ter. Hep"P,er aod Seaton. are 

~pftoco 
Groton competito~: ne Cestinatior .mag1Naoon team tram Gm· 
:en going' to Of Glooal Finals in Kr.oxvllle, -enn .. onc!~des from 
leh ,n oack. Luke Smith. Cassandra L.m:retf and ~ylie Hawk,ns, 
and from lett 1n from Jacob Mlltran.dt. Katie Groebllnghoff ana 
McKavta Harder. Gaoy·Tinglund Is nee pictured. 

.·bnn-.<:.:mN""" Plioto };yR= iC<.m 
Aberdeen l earn: The Desbnat!on ImagiNation team. from 
,<l,berdeen neadlng for incematlonal comoeclclon at the Univer
SILY or Tennes:oee 1ncludes, kneeling In tro11t ,from left. Maggie 
ua~~a.: ~nt.f'Pnnon nn""~ ami standlmi [rom. lett. Botb~ rtemle-
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four.h-graders at May Overby . : 
E!ement:II"/ Sc.'loo!. Carpenter 

1 
is l iourJii!"'de~ at O.M. Tii-
fany E.leme:Jtar'f. . • I . 

Completlllg the Abeniee!l•: 
te:u-n are Room De=. 9, ;n. • 
May Overby third-grader~ Oak •; 
ton Petersen, 10, a \\lla;r, ., 
Overby fourth-grader; . ana;. 
Bobbi R~mleitner, 1 1, a· tvfaY7,. 
Overby iifth-grader. '> ·· · 

'Fhe Grotoo :earn incltid6-:-1 
second·t~rade:s KaC:e Groe-;. • 
u!ing!lotf, :VlcKayla !ia.rde:,~, 
Jacob Milbrancit and '-"'ke 
Stroth 1r.d ':hird-grade...-s Krlie, • 
Hawians. Cassanrira Lua:-e!l' • 
and· Gaoy Tinglund. " 

TI1eir .;kit is im1>rovisacion-' •: . 
al. which means the Kids mus~-~ · 
develop it in within the 30. : 
minutes pno£ to pe:rfor.nance ... 
based on llll!bc:Oons received'· 
from G!obai Finals oifc'.als. 
Opportunities to 'help: 8ot.oi '• 
te:uns ;u-e raising ;n!iney for ·· 
travel and lodging. Tbe-·\ 
A.beraee.a $Chao~ aisoict ~rov 
vides oo Drfunding, althoug!L , 
the May Overby- PT.'\. is a long,··, 
time supporte~ a! the>· 
program. • ' ' 

Donations foe the Aberdeen" ' 
re:un should be taken to or'~· 
:nailed :o Ylay Overby, 512· , 
~4th Ave. S.E .. :llier:ieen. 51). 
s-'\Ol. Also. ':.'le (!!31!1 w>Jl g~ve .. 
?ubuc periormances of :neu: ; 
skit at 6:30 9.0. and 1 p.m. , 
lVI.n7 2 in the May- Overby·· 
gym, and donations cnn be-,; 
gwen tb~n. · ·' 

The Groton :earn. whiciio • 
recetves some assistance :tom 
the Groton school distl":ct ancf. 
its P1rem Advisory ·Commi~· ; 
tee. :S "'olding a r.u::u:1age 3ale· 
on .~pril 30 to he!p ·defray- its- ' 
costl!. The sale will oe· in r.lie. · 
Groton Area Elemeat3roF. 
s.:hool gym. in t:onjunctioo : 
with Groton's citywide. rum-. , 
ma!!e sale. · · .~ 

Also, Dairy Queen in Grtr · 
:on ts ho.sting DI" pay at: the.' 
busine:ss li'Oill' 4 p::n. :o 9 p.m.::\ 
Jn Fnday. A portion o f saJes:J 
:!unng :he 5ve ilou.."S ..,;".Jl ::e .. 
jonated :o ::>i. Ana :rom 'l 
-"Lm. :o 1. p .. :n. 31.:J1Cay a··~~~ 
cake feeu md :reauve basxec:
sdeat auction to aeneiit- !:be, 
te~m .,..;n b~ at Li'te GcEJtvn: 1 

Area Hi!Eh Schoo! gym. •; 
The Groton team is· ~lso •. : 

conside:iug a public ~erfor·, ; 
m~r..-P: hut a dace ha:~ noc b~etr , 



L toR: Duane Jark, Kenneth Jark, Tom Saunders, Gerald Wanttie, Bernie Jark, 
Harley Hansen at E. Rondell. 

L toR: Kenneth Jark, Wendy Wayman, Greg Milbrandt, Tim Marlette, Deanna 
Taylor, Harley Hansen, Norman Lee, George "Pat" Hansen, Vern Pricket, 
Eugene Face at Scandinavia 
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L toR: Back Row: Greg Milbrandt, Wendy Milbrandt Wayman, Harley Hansen, 
Eugene Face, Duane Jark, Jack Gubin, Clarence Erickson, Vern Prickett, 
Herman Lier, Trumpeter Joe Schwann Front Row: Kenneth Jark, Tina 
Hansen Rasor, Norman Lee, Gerald Wanttie, Thomas E. Saunders, Verlin 
Stange, Deanna Taylor, Tim Marlette at Oakwood. 

5- 30- 05 

L toR: Flag Detail: Wendy Wayman, Greg Milbrandt, Tim Marlette, Deanna 
Taylor. Firing Squad: Harley Hansen, Vern Prickett, Norman Lee, George 
''Pat" Hansen. Others in Line up: Eugene Face, Thomas E. Saunders, Gerald 
Wanttie, Clarence Erickson, Jack Gubin, Verlin Stange, Herman Lier at 
Scandinavia. 
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4th of July 2005 

L to R: Harley Hans~ Greg Milbrandt, Wendy Wayman, George "Pat" Hansen 

L toR: Harley Hansen, Greg Milbrandt, Wendy Wayman, George "Pat" Hansen 
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L to R: Ron Glugla, Phyllis Saunders, Thomas E. Saunders 

Leon Stange 
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Children participating in Parade. 

Orville Schlichting, also known as "Orville the Great" 
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GA. Monday, October 10, 2005 

--:... 0 ~ --0 '-

A M E R· r:. C. A N N"' E W S 

, ijbityariesl .:,"-
·~· ~· ·--:·f .. -----=='~~ 

l. ~~ ' '!"·-

; :~ .. ,. ~·- ' ' ~~:1' .;~1\o 

, . Ma}yjn R·. Schley.-

Aberdeen- ·Marvin R. Schley, 1959. He 'married Geraldine 
78, Aberdeen, died Friday, "Gimy" O'Brien · on Nov. 14, I 
Oct. 7, 2005, at Beverly 1954 at Aberdeen and thev 
H e a l t h car e lived in Aberdeen, but Manr . 
Center. , Gro- ~&~ .. ,..-;··-~,-~ cOntiOU~d- to faim ·ne'O Sttat-
ton . . Funer.af· f::-._ · . --- for~ until 1981, . ":~en he 

1 servtces w1lr r-~- · retired. ~ • . '"·· _ -
be 2· p.m._ ~:-..: _:. -:.- -~ .Efewas baptized-: coidirmed 
Tuesday,, . Oct._'J·-: . .. ' . and: _a member . of:'?IE Paul's 
11, SL Paul!&-~ ·[;: · ~-- . . · ·- · Lutheran . Churf:h <!t,_~tratford, 
L u t tr e r· a; n:· ~·' .~_--: .. · . -~h¥t~r an~_. lifetirrie:~ljlember 
Churcti~ · 214 · f<L~ · · ,- _of ; tpe :Ab~~.<!~~J:~ ~~ Cl~b; 
Seve_nth- A.v:e. : ·Sd)le~ :··-/ .. - :~~~a%,Jrd -·:~er;t?.~;~.Legron 
S . 'fl. . ,. _ ·•: ,., . ·~. "" ·.-:. .. P.o,st-~,_4~2Q7,.. A:.~~t~;de;et!J~. VFW, 
Aberdeen · with.- Re\r.j'Wesiey ''''an&r··ai .. ·'·' mefuhei-j . .;l~;..several · 
Hafner 0fficiat;ing. ·. · · .. · ~ f: l'i&f~g~,;~d.:\..;~Js.t~itl~~- Marv 

Burial at Riverside Memo- "·was: a· htmter.· a,ricfsi(~cy: course· 
rial> Park. There will be mili- in~~Ctor, •. , ..• he :~:.~njp~~,d trap
tary graveside rites by . the . sndoti:ng~ · hu~tfq-g;~·~gar.denillg, , 
Stratford American Legio rr trav.elin~C and· pfiYi11g' cards. 
Post #207. He wi.JJ at ways be remembered 

Visitation .will be 12 to ·7 for his sense of .nilin.or and 
p.m. Monday and 8 a.m. to 12 storytelling .. . , ., ... , 
p.m. Tuesday; J\ililler Huebl · · Survivors includ'e";nis wife 
Fu~eraf Hom~; .. nJ.L-~?ut~ Geraldine "Gerry,'' ~·S~~ley of 
Mam St., ancl o~e-J:iour Pf.!Qr to Aberdeen; one brother; Wayne 
service at the:churcfi. · ··.: Schley of Mesa, AriZ:; three 

Marvin R. Schley was born sisters, Elvera (James)· ~ape of 
June 19, 1927, at Aberdeen to Aberdeen, .Evelyn . {i':forman) 
Armund T. and Alvina A. (Erd- BricK: of Aberdee·n and Arlene 
mann) Schlev. He attended (Wes) Elliott of Aberdeen and 
rural school ·at East Randell several nieces and nephews. 
Rural School near Stratford lVfa.rvin was preceded in 
and then attended Stratford death by his parents. 
High School, graduating in Active casketbearers. will be 
1945. He then farmed with his Jerry Brick, Joel,Brick. Jerry 
brother at Stra:tford. : He Schley, Dick Rossow,~Duane 
entered the United· States Lenling and Dean Wasem. 
Army Sept. 28, 1951, and was Ushers will be Vedin 
honorably discharged Oc~- 1, Stange and Duane Jark. - . . \ 
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Kiwanis !iJW A. 'iiS CLU"3 Ki-zette 

EDITOR - FORR.CST C. ALLRED O< ABERDEE'I P.O. BOX 1551 
PRODUCTION - HYDE & ALLRED LA.W Ofi1CE ABERDEEN, SOCTHDAKOTA 57402-1551 

NEXT WEEK 
Jeff Barr will speak 

on the newspaper business. 

THIS 'NEEK 
Dr. Jerry Roson.ke 

spoke about the history and 
culrure of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. It is recited at 

multirudinous events of 
every kind and nature, but 
not a lot is known about its 
history. 

In 1892 the United 
States bad recovered from 
the worst effects of the Civil 
War and the country was 
experiencing an influx of 
immigrants from around the 

· worl'd. In 1891 about half a 
million had entered through 
New York. The country was 
also prepa..ring for the -1-00!h 
anniversary of Columbus' 
discovery of America. 

The pledge was 
published in the September 
1892 issue of .a popular 
magazme, The Youth's 
Companion. Daniel Ford 
was the owner of the 
magazine, and Franc1s 
Bellamy, a Christian Social
ist minister, worked for the 
same publishing company. 
Today, Bellamy is generally 
thought to be the author. 
Pamphlets · were sent to 
schools across me nation 
containing his work. At that 
time it read: "I pledge 
allegiance to my flag and to 

November 1, 2005 

the repub lie for which it 
stands, one nation indivisible, 
with libeny and justice -for 
all." 

On Flag Day, June 14, 
1923, the words "my flag" 
were modified to "the flag of 
the United Stares" and a year 
later the phrase "of America" 
was added. In 1942 Congress 
made the pledge part of the 
Flag Code. This was the first 
official sanction of the pledge. 
In 1945 Congress gave the 
pledge irs official title, "Tne 
Pledge of Allegiance." It was 
previously known simply as 
the pledge to the flag. The last 
change occurred on June 14, 
1954 when Congress officially 
added the phrase "under God," 
which bas spawned litigation, 
and also legislation m 
Congress to the limit authority 
of federal courts to hear such 
cases, as permitted by Arti cle 
·ill, Section 2, Clause 3 of the 
Constitution. 
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L toR: Easton Family, Kirk Easton, Tom Saunders, Vern Prickett, Eugene Face 

L toR: Cody Tolvstad, Laef Johnson, Vern Prickett, Eugene Face. Receiving 
Boys State Americanism awards. 
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L to R: Loy Stange, Vern Prickett. Receiving Fireman of the Year Award. 

L toR: Tom Saunders, Vern Prickett, Loy Stange, Eugene Face 
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L toR: Tom Saunders, Loy Stange, Vern Prickett 

L toR: Phyllis Saunders, Darlene Wahl, Viola Stange, Wanda Stange, Leon 
Stange 
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L toR: Kirk Easton family, Tom Saunders, Vern Prickett, Eugene Face 

L toR: Laef Johnson, Cody Tolvstad, Vern Prickett 
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City Officials 
Mayor .................. ............... .................................. Mike Levsen 

Director of TrcmsportC\tion .................................. Duve Osborn· 

Airport Board M en1bers 
Clwrles Bensen 

Steve Kaiser Dr. Patrick Schl oss 
Mike Erickso n Dr. I<.E. Broadhurst 

City and County Representatives 
City Councilman ........ ........ ........ .......... .. ........ ...... Jcff Mitchell 
Brown Co unty Comrniss ioner ............ .. ............... Mikc Wiese 

Contributions 
The War Men1orial Fund 

Mojor Contrib utors 

Ci ty of Aberdeen 
Urown Co unty 

Dave ami Milrian Osborn 
Kennon ami Pcrlila 13roadhursl 

ChnrlieJakober 
I~ u by Cio II': 

\A/illi fl nl Tnylor 
l(iwfin is /\clivily Account 

Aberdeen/\ irport [mployees 
Aberdeen I lying Service 

American Legion 

Aberdeen Fedcrn l Credit Vnion 
l<en's Supcrrair I oods 

l'om & Danielle A man r oundation 
floyd/\. Miller 

Allen and Vernrl l(u lnl & Ftnnily 
)ilson \A/elk 

M eit> r & Coti iJIHny 
Helms & Assorifi tes 

Plains Co lllllltrce 13 tmk 
Northern Valley Communicalions 

Dacornh Bank 

Gifts in J(ind 
Helms and Associales 
Ou<llity Cluick Prinl 

VJ)pcr Plnins Construclion 
Fonre Creek Ded & l3reakfas l 

VF\A/ 
\N'rip.hl & Sud low Cemen t 

Con lrnclors 

Jensen Rock & Sand 
Dt~hme Conslrucrion Co. Inc. 

Ringger~b erp, Etec lric Inc. 
Service Sig ns & Sales 

Ab erdeen C hamber of Commerce 
N orthern Srnrr Vn iversily 

No1lheasl Council of (iovcrnrnenls 

Aberdee11 Regional Airport 
Dedication of the War M en1orial Stc:rttJe 

: Aberd een, South Dakota 
3 p.l11. 

Friday, NoveJnber 11 , 2005 

Sculptures by Ben Victor 
Norlhern Slale Vniversily /\rli sl in l< es idence 



Free0"0rffi\Juslic~ and 
' '; ,, f .· ·· ,·. '·'t' 

·.· · ···· Dl'!fuocracyt· 

The War M e1noriaf. Sculptures 
recognize the courage they have 

shown a11d continue to shovv in the 
service of our great nation. 

They will never be forgotten. 

Let us reflect on the past and hope 
that we n1ight learn as a world to 

live i11 peace. 

Presiding 
l>itvr Osborn 

Director of Transportation 
Presentation or colors ............................................. Veterans l/ro up 
Pledge or /\!!cgiance 
Notional .1\nthcrn ................... Aberdeen Rcgion ul M en's C horus 

lnvocn tion ... : .... ..... ..... ....... .. .......... ... .... ............... ({ reg Vand c. l<tt111p 
\1\/ clcome ......... . .............. ................. . The H ono ralJ le Mike. l.c.vser1 

Milyor, City or /\undeen 

Ciuesl Spcakcrs ... ... .. ... .................. ...... ..................... .. Mike Erickson 
Mf'mb er or Aberdeen /\irpur t 13onrtl 

l f1e Honorab le Stephanie I lerse th 
Vnilecl Stales l(cpresen lnlive 

judy Vrchota 
Area Director for V.S. Senator John Thune 

The H onorable Tim j olm.snn 
Vnited Stnl 

B enjam 
Sculplor or M~::n . 

0 
-.;1-

/ 
Couflll iHtdcr, Sidney L Srnilh Post ~4, Arn e. 

AL ' 
Co nrrn cHt der, ~~.C. Croal Post 17, Vdenm s or I o 

"Who a re the l3nwc." .............. /\b ercleen Reg ional M en' s C ho rus 

Vnvei ling or the Wur Mrrn oriul Slatue .............. .. ..... .Parn I Ieiser 

Pauln Beckler 
Dic.rtfra l<o lb 

Cn ro l Cjage 
fv1i ch e ll e Wil son 

Ra.yrna Scc.pania k 

"America the l3caulifui" ......................... Aberdc.en M en's C horus 

13~:: n ed iction .......................................................... Cirej;l Vandcl<amp 
1\etirin!J or Co lo rs .......... ...... ....... ... .. .... ................... Veterans Ciroup 

Hdres llmcnls, court esy of NSV, are liVil ilnble in the Airport 
Terminnl following rro£l rum . 

Program Design l'rovidecl by l<ilfcidoscoJJe M edii! ilfld NSV Vniver~ity Reliltioll$ 
Printing Courtesy of NSV 
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T~e rablt: ts tound- to sh<.lw 'our everlasttng concem for our m.:n 
still missang 

Toe cloth is white- symbolizmg the pt,lity of their motaves 
when answering the call co Juty 

The smgle n:d rose, d1splayed m a vase, remmds us oi the li:e of 
each of rhe mrss1ng, nnd the1r loved ones and thends who keep 
tht: fa1rh, awamng answers. 

The vase 1S tied wJCh a red nbbon, symbol of our comioued 
decenmn<HIOI\ tO account t'o r our tn iSSmg. 

A slice of lemon on the bread plate IS to remind us o r the bmer 
[ate of chose caprured and nHssrng m a foreign land. 

,tl., pwch or salt symbolizes the tears endured by (hose mtssmg 
and tbetr t:;mdres wtto seek answers. 

The Stble represents the strength g:unec :hrough fanh :o sustam 
chose :ost ~rom our country. founJed 3S one 1d!IOn under Goa. 

";'i1e g.ass 1s mvertd- to :>Y1nbohze the:r mab1!iry :o sbre tb•s 
.evenmg 's roas:. 

Tht: chan'S ,n e empty - tht:y are mtssmg 

A BRIEF H1STOR. Y 

On August l9, 194 3 concern~d ct rizens in th~ 
Aberdeen commumty opened the R.ed Crossll'SO 
Cameen m the depot of the Ch!cago-:Vlilwaukee ~'R. to 
prov!de free 'unclles Jnd :lSStstance to huncirecs of 
troops travelmg through .--\.oerdeer. on spectal :rams. 
Thts umque service com!nLed :-or 2 'n years unrJ 
?v!arch 2~. 19<~6 when the !ast rroops were served. 

.i)unng chose 30 months n:cre thln 586,000 setv!ce
men and women were served deliciOus home-made 
lunches. An ave1·age of 500 troops arnved on 4-6 
ir;~uls each aay. Somettmes as many as I ,500 troops 
c::t.me on a smgle day and nto t11e mght. 

The menu began wuh ground ham sandwiches, cake. 
cockles. donuts, fresh fnut, pte, milk and coffee. A 
binhday cake was always ready for anyone celebrat
ing a btrthdav. In December of 1943 some ftumers r- ' 
began bnngmg pheasants to the canteen workers and 
the pheasant sundw1ch became a stgntr1cam pan or tb.e 
menu. When the troops passed rhe word along to 
fnends and famtly about Aberdeen rhey refened to Ibe 
"Pheasant Canceen." At one time nearly l ,000 btrds 
wen! m smrnge for tbe canteen workers. 

Hum~ of tile WW!! rneasant Canteen 

Aberdeen, South Dakota 
~l.lguat 19. 1943 

to 

~22 1946 
" 

The generosity of the people was almost un~elievabl~. 

Most of the food was donated. Vanous gro'ups organ
ized fund r::users co support the caoreeo. Vo lunteers 
who prepared and served the r'ood came from nearly dQ 

ccmmL:ntttes Phe:~sant huntS were orgaruzed. and the 
Clucago-t'vlJl•Naul<ee RR transported ::1any ::!onations m 

Aberdeen. The cost tO operate :be cameen averaged 
.S560 per month for actdtttOnal SU!Jpl!eS which were :10i 
donated. 

Dunng the ho11days there was a .ighted Chnsrmas :ree 
and or. December:?..+, 25 and 26 croops received a 
Chnsrmas gl!!. At E"ster colored eggs were prepared. 

General Dwtght D. E:se11hower and presidemial 
cand1clate Harry S. Truman were served a[ me canteen. 

The canteen was offictally closed and the space was 
vacated on March 3 I , 1946. Funds remainmg in the 
canteen account were deposited to the Brown Count)' 
Red Cross Dtsnster Fund and remain there wday. 

41 



Wednesday, Aori112. 2006 -SA 
A M E R I C A N: N E W-·, s· 

Many h~lped vytth auctiop__ ·· 
: . 

To the editor - April2 the 
Stratford American Legion 
Post No. 207 held a charity 
auction to raise funds for a 
Veteran's Memorial. We'd 
like. to thank the follo·wing 
business for their contnbu
tions: Harry implement, . 
Farmers Union Oil (Ferney:), 
James Valley Telecommuni
cations, Pioneer Ford, The 
Jungle, S&S·Lumber, Dairy 
Queen: (Groton), Coco's; Spe
cialty Manufacturing, J.Ylid
land Press, The :\llillstone, 
Aberdeen Chrysler, S.D. 
Wheat Growers (Bath), 1 
Economy Meat Market, AJ's 
Casino, North Central Farm
ers Elevator, First State Barik 
(Warner),Saks,Schley 
Farms, Stratford Legion Au.x
iliary, Erdman Seed Compa
ny, BS Bar & Grill, Young's 
Farms, Gary's Body Shop, 
Hoffer Repairs, Truck World, 
T-N Tax Service, Whitehouse 
Inn, Car Quest, Harr's Motor, 
Artz, Hedahl's, Johnson 
Motors, Pierson Ford, Macs, 
Lust, Biegler Motors, Keeley 
Lumber, Runnings, Fire
stone, Kessler's, Ken's, Gra
ham Tire, EconoFoods, RDO, 
Aberdeen Equipment, Lake-

wood Mall, Butler Cat; REA 
Hybrids, HC Clark Inc., 
Crawford's, Hub City Feed, 
K-Mart, Jark/Worlie Auction 
Service and Rausch. Brothers. 

We would also like to 
thank tl!e following·mdividu
a1s:. Allen and Connfe. Hoeft, . 
Tom· and Phyllis.$aunders •. - .. 
Ef<?Y.d and P~ylliS Jar}{, Har-. ~ -

1 lev andShen Hansen, Bon rue· 
Reiss, Tim Marlette; CShad :

1 

yY'ood, . .Du?-ne and M?IY ·J~e •. ' 
J.ar.k,· Jack and M~ge Gubin,. 
Wanda and Leon Stange, 
Bernie and Tanya Jark, Bill _ 
and Diane Klag·er,_ Fqnk and :. ', 
Julie Twiggs, Don: and Kristr :· 
Br:unes, Kurt and Brian Hoe
ft~ Mary Louise and Jerry 
Brown-, Helen SumQtion, 
Ruth .Mikkon(m, Batbara 
Hoops, Marv Bender, A1 and 
Inell Ryckman, John and 
Nicole Ellingson, Mark and 
lVIary Tolvstad, bale Dunker, 
AI Bagget, Wayne Larson, 
Fred Palmer, Ron and Carol 
(rlugla and Herman Lehr. 

Pat Hansen 

Allen Hoeft 
Stratford Amen'can Leg£cm Post 
207, Veteran j· Jlllemorz'af. Fund 
committee. 
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Legion District 14 hQlds convention 
From staff repor..s 

Legionnaires from 
Aberdeen and Leola captured 
the key leadership positions 
in the South Dakota · Ameri
can Legion vv-i.thin that .dis
trict during the annual Dis
trict 14 Spring Convention of 
The American Legion of 
South Dakota. 

The meeting took place in 
Aberdeen on Thursday night . 
Del Heupel of Aberdeen, a 
member oi the Eureka Amer
ican Legion Post, and Da~d 
Yost were elected w two-vear 
tenns as the District 14 com
mander and District 14 vice 
commander. 

Richard Kezar of 
Aberdeen was selected as the 

Commander) vice commander elected 
District 1-! Legionnaire of the 
Year. Kezar received an 
award signifying the honor 
from State Legion Com
mander Phil Anderson of 
Piedmont . who presented 
other major awards and also 
add ressed c onvention 
delegates. 

District 1-! consists of 20 
Legion posts in Brown, 
Campbell, Edmun.ds, 
McPherson and· Walworth 
counties. 

Elected as county com
manders for the coming year 
were Dale St r om of 
Aberdeen. Bro•vn County; 
Kenneth Vilhauer oi Hosmer, 

Edmunds Counry; Dan Yost 
of Leola, McPherson County; 
and Arthur Jung of Selby, 
Walworth County. 

Elected as coun ty vice 
commanders were Zach Kern 
or Groton. Brown Coum:y; 
Dwight Leher of Roscoe, 
Edmunds County; Gary Hoff
man of Long Lake, McPher
son County; and Jac..:k Lem
burg of -Selby, Walworth 
Countv. 

Campbell County was not 
represented at the conven
tion and will hold its election 
for commander and vice com
mander at a later date. 

The conventi on was 
opened by Aberdeen Post 
Commander Al Sebert and 
conducted by Heupel, the 
outgoing District 14 vice 
conunander. Anderson recog-
nized outgoing District ' 1-! 
Commander Gerald Sanborn 
oi Leola and presented him 
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with a Past District Com
mander patch for his. Legfon 
cap. 

Among those attending 
the convention were Past 
Department Commander 
Walt Lindemann of Eure!.<a, 
State Vice Commander Rob- 1 

ert Ching oi Castlewood. 
State Adjutant Ron Boyd of 
Watertovvn, State Veterans 
Service Officer Warren Aas of 
Watertown, and District 3 
Commander Albert Bekaert 
of Garv. Also in attendance 
were Wendell Rve of Clare
mont, chairman oi the 
department constitution and 
bylaws committee, and Ron 
Hofer of Roscoe, member of 1 

the department rehabilitation 
committee. 

State Commander Ander
son presem:ed membership 
awards to the American 
Legion Posrs located in Clar
emont, Hecla, Pollock. Hos
mer, Columbia, Aberdeen 
and Stratford. 
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--·sA Tuesday, April·11, 2006 . 
~tratford: $10-;000 raised f~r meri10rtal 

' 
More than $10,000 has 

been raised for a veterans' 
memorial.iitStratford.' :· · 

The prinlary fundiaiser 
for the project was a: j:f:tarity 
auction Aoril 2 held by 
Stratford American Legj.oo 
Post No. 207. -. 

The commi-ttee 
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presented a preliminary · 
design to the Legion Post 
Monday. The goal is to 
have the in~in stone: of the 
¢err{orial :set by the< Strat-· 
ford· Centennial C~febratio~ 
on June 30 through July 2. ." 
..._ ' ·:• ~ . .,_ 

From staff reports 
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Railroad chooses 
riariie of Stratford 

Residenrs share 
a 'what's 
next? 'feeling 

8 ;1 K r :St:· BrurutJ" 

Stnliorc. tooted in S:lllt 
Ronaell Tow:1shiu. was a .ate
:omer in 8rov.-n 'counc-f, 'iat
:~d 10 Cctooer l9f.6. The town 
~as :ounded on me last -au 
tin~ to be buih . che Minneapo
lis & St. !.ouis Railway. 

It was almost two yenrs 
lote: :hnc the first train came 
through. 

5ec:lers had been in the 
J.rea for years. using Ronde!L 
lS J. ~e center. The name 
Randell was c:-ansier.ed to 
Strotford at iirst. Jut rlllro:lli 
omc:.rus :eared the: e would oe 
co nfusion s ince Ronaell 
sounded so much· like R~ndolf. 
which was a· town turther 
southeast. To end the ';oru'u
sion, the railroac caosa the 
aame Stracore. . · 

Str3Cord quickly gre~.v md r c::-. ~ _ .... ~ ."" • , ~ 0 p~perec. The cown :e:~ched '1o longer SU>nd'w,.. rrte -i!CtiOIC 3C, OOI ... umec :o .. e ;ifOund .n __ o.ar/ LdJ. 
its pe:uc ~vlU a: populauon oi ---~ . - . - -- - --
:)(}(} in about :'lve ye:u:s. ;c corue<::::one~. a crugstore, m Oo June :s. !9! 9. !:c:at:'ord 
boasted cwo- balli\s. a meat !lllple:neor oe:llersllt\), l flour was ;n~orpor.ued. 
marke~. :ne ? :oneer Hotel. ~nd :eec.mul. a fw:nibJJ'P. srore, Small towns in nonhea.st 
four elevators. cwo c:hurcnes.. three ~umberfards. a loan South Dakota usually have 
d.ray Jt transfe: corn11ani~s. ,1 ol5ce. a- millner's Jhop, a re:~l many th1ngs in common. 
o~wspape r, two hardwa re estate office and a sltoe store. Close-kn it church and f:uru.ly 
de:Uers. :hree doctors, three Citizens brought r:rees from a.ifilia tions and ci•tic loy:~lty are 
resc:mnms. wee saloons. a :ne ~anks of :he Jame$ River amon:s tne assets that br.ng 
pool room. ~No b[ac:<.smtth :o give shade and bc3ucy to >trength mci unity to Licr.e 
; ho\)s. a :::uoer md bath. J t.'le :ov.-n' ; ;;r:re~ts- eom::tunit:~s. ~ven wnen :.c;c 

po\)ulation <li t.':e commurnt-/ 
in question plummets :o fewec 
:ho.n 90 peo\)le. Sci-atford !'tas 
never lOSt aoy; of the :uibesive 
bollds that make it unique 
among smaU tOwns. 

The htgh $Chool was clo~ed 
in 1956 1nd the students w~r~ 
se.'lt :o W1r.1er. [n 191, the 
::ulroad ar.~ was abanaoot:C. 

A M ER I CAN !f~ 'N S Sur.oay, ~on! 30 . 2CC6 
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Stratford 
Cerrlen niai-C.e!ebration 

Events Calendar 
June 30 
• Nlis~ Firecr3cker Contest & 
Kar3oke- ut BS Bar & GniL 
July 1 
" C1r show. 
ll a~w and boo net. udgmg. 
• ?:u-aae. 
• !UlSc!lool Reunton .. md din· 
n~r. 
" Street dance. 

Juty Z 
a :ommunity churc.'l !e:-ic~ 
m the purk. 

Enterta:inment: Brings communiry together I 
• Kiddie-T rat:or Pull. 
" 1\.nciaue Tr.lctor Pull. 
" Ch1li"Cook-off. 
"rizg t.~.•ee~tr.c! ;u:!i g:cl:ld.t!! 
~1/mr, ;U?a ·="Ti<lt. ;ood 
oooth.s. d:.rr.J:. rar.il ana C07rr· 
mu:nuu th.eatt?r ()rf)dtlCt:on. 

For mor• :"n/ormawm 
about th< Straq-,..d C.r.:t;m;~i· 
a!. c:;r.lcct 0=7ut far< (iiiJ5) 
195-6549. 

Th~ last elevator closed in 
2002. . . • 

SuJttor:i'; [ut-..t.re coulc 

C .. Hirinued jrum. Pcfll! Jr'i 

EJ.C.'l winter thlS tiny commu
rut:' produ.:..-s md h<JSts e:ght 
,j~nts oi" ::fnn.er thc:tter com
j)iete- "Niu a. :u.JI·lengr~"'l ?roduc· 
:JOn. wl:ite ;;;.Olec!oc;,s, il deli· 
C!Ous meal ant! handsome 
w:uters in Nhite shirts at!d 

bow c~s. Th1~ sounds like a 
lofty pastime when a cJ.sual 
obscr1er "lohces the pr.epond~r· 
Jnc~ of :ie:"tu:rt 1nci :lannel. cov· 
~ralls. ov~::ili.s lnci "leavy NOn< 
boots sJf:e:1cd oy grW! aust 
and· g:re<lSe. ::lnc lise qwck.ly 
(licks up on :.'le ~3sy ~;a.-:1;u-ade· 
ne chat ~xtsts :unongst th~ 

· aopeu btea.X ii one_ w.er;_ c.o 
just took ar "-"le :lll.r.:ICe. ~ ms 
tmy cowrr i':as wulJstood oany 
J.SSaults since its mcorporat:on 
and ,vi.ll mast li.i(ely withstand 
many more. But ij r.!t~re ts a11 
attitude th:It. pe.--:ne:1tes :..~e 
ne= 0 1 S'c:acorc. i.t woc.:if 
have to :Se something like. 
·can't telL us· ·.ve c:m :!" · 

Birri's-~ye •1iew: "- rece nc aena l snot ::>i S;:rattorc. 

Stradord im.s· the reoutat ion 
of pulling mgecher and' making" 
:lungs h:l.ppen W1th ·mtuatee~ 
Of"l:UUZ:ltion:; :us the in·r_"'lg 
:orce. 

:.cell .:rgaruzacions inc!ude 
th~ Amer:c:u"'! Legion and. ;tS 
1\.u:clinry, t he Lions Club, 
E.;ctcnsion Club, 4-H Ctub. St. 
?lui's l uthe:-an Churcn, St':";:t· 
ford Voiu..,•e<!r Fire De?ar:· 
r:te!!t and t:te ~oc:U c:Jm.ou:llt"/ 
the:lter. 

Rece nt accomplishment> 
include a four-bay tire s~ation. 
1 new ,;cnc~,;ston ;tmd lt m~ 
Clt'/ ballp:u-c< md 1 .rt:=r;--~~ 
rote in :.ie most :~..:~!'lt _'Nu· 

1 
\i;un.s &. R~ :r.ovit!. CuF"rent 
prOJc~lS include er~:::ng a. V ~t· 
eru1s' Was Memorial at.· th~. 
entrance •o the t:~!:-f ?3.l'k ano 
buudfug_ an ad"dition. :o. :he 
communit'{ ruill. :bt vr .ll nEluse 
1 ?cr.rument-s:::s~ (oc. S~c.
:ora .. Cc=uru.c-t. 1::-~:~~e:. 

· So~· E~frE:RJAINME..~,Fcg;d9." l 
\ ·:r-' .. ' 
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entire group. tt tS o·ndent thn t \ 
;J>js commuJUi:'f comes toge~her , 
aoc :lnly lS ;:,ie3te: mt!!Ilbe!"3. 1 
buc ~ ae~gnocrs ana :rte...-;cis. 

Re:mru.sc:ng 1oouc ' days , 
fcne bv-" t.s :'r,)tcll ·to small 
town re!mieots. l:iuc tn Sc.r~tiord 
there. is also the ov~:-vnelmtn'l' 
feeling or "wb~t'J nen?' 
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INTRODUCTION 

The year 2006, was the Centennial Year for the community of Stratford, and 

the 85th birthday of American Legion Post 207, with Post 207 begin involved in many 

of the Centennial events. Some activities included the unearthing of a time Capsule, 

buried 25 years ago. Post 207 Flag Detail led the Centennial parade and also 

participated in a similar event at Brentford, S.D. and Aberdeen, SD. The Detail also 

played a major part in the dedication of a Veterans Memorial at the Stratford Park on 

7-02-06. 

Post 207 is probably typical of small town posts throughout the area. 21% of 

our members live away from the area, wishing to keep ties with their home town, 6% 

are in nursing homes, 9% currently serving in one of the armed forces, active, reserve 

or National Guard. This leaves a heavy burden on those living in the community. An 

example is our Adjutant, V em Prickett, who is also the Mayor of Stratford. 

The current Post Historian is retiring from that position. Korinne face, a Post 

member and Veteran of Desert Storm has agreed to take over this function in the 

future. The current Historian is most grateful for the support received in the past 

from Kathy Williams, Kelly Face and Dacotah Bank of Aberdeen who offered the use 

of their copying equipment. Korinne, Kathy and Kelly are sisters, daughters of 

Eugene Face, Chaplain 
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CHAPTER 1 

ROSTER OF POST OFFICERS 

COMMANDER/HISTORIAN 

VICE-COMMANDER 

6 

Thomas E. Saunders. Veteran of 
WWII. Sgt. In US Army Air Corp. 
serving from 9/10/43 to 3/19/46, as 
Central Fire Control gunner on B-
29 bomber. Civilian occupation: 
SA FBI retired, VP Dakotah Bank, 
Aberdeen, retired. Resides at 2103 
Saphire Court, Aberdeen, SD 
57401. he is a 26 year member of 
Post 207. 

Greg G. Milbradt Greg is a 
member of the SD National Guard, 
740th TranspOJiation Unit out of 
Brookings, SD. He had formerly 
served with the 14i11 Unit of 
Aberdeen. Greg had previously 
served during Desert Storm and was 
recalled to active duty, serving in 
Iraq from 4/03 to . While on this 
tour of duty, be was promoted to 
Master Sgt. He is a 6 year member 
of Post 207. 



ADJUTANT 

SGT. AT ARMS 
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Vern Prickett. V em has served 
honorably in both the US Marine Corp 
and the SD National Guard. His 
combined service is from 1975 to Feb. 
1999. He served as a Transportation 
Officer in Desert Storm with the Unit 
from Clear Lake, SD. He is self 
employed in the dairy business. He 
resides at 31 0 E. Nelson, Stratford, 
SD. 

Kenneth Jark Ken served in the 
US Army during the Korean 
conflict from 4/53 to 4/55, attaining 
the rank ofCP:. He farmed for 
many years in the Stratford area and 
is a partner in Jark Auction Service 
with his son Val and Merlin 
'vVorley. Ken received his 50 year 
membership pin in 2004. In the 
past, he was active in youth 
activities in the community and has 
served as Sgt@ Arms for many 
years. He is a 51 year member of 
Post207 



CHAPLAIN 
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Eugene Face. Eugene served in the 
US Air Force and SD National 
Guard from 2/53 to 6/62 (Korean 
Conflict). He attained the rank of 
E6 with MOS Aircraft Mechanic. 
He resides at 39815 147th St., 
Stratford, SD. Eugene is the father 
ofKorinne Face and Steven Face, 
also member of Post 207. He is a 
44 year member of Post 207 



MEMBERSHIP 

CHAPTER2 

ROSTER OF POST CHAIRS 

Verlin Stange: SN 17527556. PFC US 

Army from 11/1161 to 8/9/63 (Berlin Crisis). 

MOS: Surveyor. Civilian Occupation: 

Farmer. Resides at 14393 397th Ave., 

Stratford, SD. Telephone: 605-395-6419. 9 

year member of Post 207 

AMERICANISM OFFICER Ronald "Jack" Gubin: SN RA 17371827. 

PFC US Army 1/53 to 1/56 (Korean 

Conflict). MOS: Truck Driver. Civilian 

Occupation: Farmer. Resides at 14547 

398tb Ave., Stratford, SD. Telephone: 605-

395-6964. 47 year member of Post 207 

George "Pat" Hansen (Jr.); SN 4948179. 

B-5 US Navy. Served 1957-1963 (Vietnam 

Era). Awarded Good Conduct medaL 

Resides: RFD, Stratford, SD. Telephone: 

605-226-2348. Civilian Occupation: 

farmer, rural mail carrier, Conde SD. 10 

year member of Post 207. Pat is also the 

father of Harley Hansen, one of two father

son combinations in this Post 

SERVICE OFFICER 
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ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Earl Shonkwiler; ASN 504662772. US 

Navy, E6, 1968 to 1992 (Vietnam-Persian 

Gulf). MOS: Av. Ordinance, Machinist 

Mate. Resides: 39806 149th St., Stratford, 

SD. Telephone: 605-395-5879. Civilian 

Occupation: Maintenance, State Hospital, 

Redfield, SD. 15 year member of Post 207. 

Harlev Hansen; SN 503868479. US Navy 

E1, 2°d Class Petty Officer, Served 1984-

1992 (Desert Storm). Recalled to active 

duty 2002. Awarded: Navy 

Achievement/ Armed Forces Ex. SW Asia, 

Navy Good conduct Medal. MOS: Gunners 

Mate. Civilian Occupation: US Post Office. 

Resides: 1447 396th Ave., Stratford, SD. 13 

year member of Post 207 
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CHAPTER3 

ONE YEAR CHRONICLE 

5-1-06 TO 4-30-07 

Election· of Officers 

On May 8, 2006, the following officers were unanimously re-elected: 

Commander THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

Vice-Commander 

Adjutant 

Historian 

Sgt. @Anns 

Chaplain 

Post Chairs 

GREG MILBRANDT 

VERN PRJCKETI 

THOMAS E. SAUNDERS 

KENNETH JARK 

EUGENE FACE 

The following were re-appointed by Commander Saunders: 

Americanism Officer RONALD (JACK) GUBIN 

Public Affairs GERALD W ANTTIE 

Membership 

Service Officer 

Athletic Officer 

Children & Youth 

Time Capsule Recoverv 

VERLIN STANGE 

GEORGE~AT)HANSEN 

EARL SHUNKWILER 

HARLEY HANSEN 

On 5-27-06, members of American Legion Post 207, with Past 

Commander Duane Jark at the grill, had a picnic at the Stratford Community hall, 

to be followed by a scheduled practice of the Memorial Day detail. 
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Flag Detail- Post the Colors, Legi01maires, Hand Salute "2" 

COMJVIANDER: Members of Post 207, Department of South Dakota, The 

American Legion and friends: 

"We are gathered today for a grateful and patriotic duty, to dedicate 

the Flag Pole and Memorial, the Flag being the emblem of the United States of 

America and the American Legion. We dedicate this monument as a perpetual 

memorial to our Comrades who died in their country's service, and to those vvbo 

offered their lives during times of war. May we again dedicate our organization 

and ourselves to the sacred ideals which are here represented, ever remembering 

that the American Legion' s principle service is for God & Country. The Chaplain 

will ask the blessing of God upon these ceremonies. 

CHAPLAIN: Eugene initial prayer. Legionnaires uncover for prayer. 

COMMANDER:_ In memory of those who have given their all to this country, 

who have made the supreme sacrifice and have answered the call of the Great 

Commander of all Divisions, we will stand in silence with bowed heads. (30 

seconds) Also, keep safe those members of tllis post currentl y serving on active or 

reserve duty, Greg Milbrandt, Wendy Milbrandt Wayman, HarJey Hanson, Tina 

Hanson Rasor and Richard Hilgemann, grandson of the Conm1ander, currently 

serving with the 1 0 1st Airborn, Bagdad. 
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Bovs State 2006 

On 3-13-06, Post 207 voted to sponsor Seth Erickson, son of John 

Erickson, and grandson of Clarence Erickson, a 59 year member of Post 207 and a 

1942 attendee of Boys State. Seth was a Junior at Groton High School, and our 

sponsoring of Seth was graciously approved. by the Groton American Legion Post. 

Memorial Dav 5-29-06 

On 5-29-06, the Legion Auxiliary of Post 207, sponsored a juice, 

donut and coffee breakfast at the Stratford Community Hail for all Post members 

and those from the community who wished to attend. This even has become a 

traditional Memorial Day function, prior to Post 207 performing their ceremony at 

three cemeteries in the area, East Randell , West Randell, (Oakwood) and the 

Scandinavian Cemetery, north of Stratford. 

A short program followed the breakfast with the Pledge of Allegiance 

led by Commander Saunders. A quartet, made up of Kathy Williams, Christi 

Brunes, Wendy Brunes and Jean Face, accompanied by Charlene Biondo on 

Piano sang a series of patriotic songs, including each of the Service songs. 

Jaci Schley, Post 207 Auxiliary, made a presentation of a most unusual 

plaque to the Post Commander. It was made by Patricia Fries, calligraphy artist 

of Aberdeen. The Commander was completely surprised and humbled by this gift 

and expressed his sincere tha11ks. 

Sgt.@ Arms Kenneth Jark then read the roll call of the dead, which 

includes all former members, or residents of the area that are buried in the 

cemeteries visited by Post 207. 
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Jason Williams then gave an impressive rendering of the classic poem, 

"In Flander' s Field." 

Those making up the detail for Memorial Day 2006, were: 

Sgt. @Arms 

Chaplain 

Flag Detail 

Firing Squad 

Bugler 

Kenneth Jark 

Eugene Face 

Earl Shunkwiler, Verlin 

Stange, Tim Marlette, 

V em Prickett 

Steve Face, Norman Lee, 

George (Pat) Hansen, 

Harley Hansen 

Anna Tribble 

Other Post members who lined up behind the Detail were: Clarence 

Erickson, Duane Jark, Richard Ellingson, Herman Lier, Gerald Wanttie, Jack 

Gubin and Thomas Saunders. 

Commander Saunders then closed the program with a reading of what 

appears on the cover of the Legion Magazine, by Woodrow Wilson, former 

President, who believed in the importance of respect for the Flag generation. 

"This Flag, which we honor and under which we serve, is the emblem of our 

unity, our power, our thought and purpose as a nation. It has no other character 

than that which we give it from generation to generation., Woodrow Wilson 

1917. 

The crowd then dispersed to the various cemeteries. 

14 



As of 5-19-06 the following have made contributions to the Veterans 

Memorial Fund, ofPost 207, Stratford. 

Lyle Thompson 

CARP 

Clarence Erickson 

Post 207 Auxiliary 

Fred Palmer 

Lynn Erdmann 

Ned & Lola Dickson 

Geraldine Schley 

Arthur (Artie) Robinson 

Gregg Saunders 

Dale Dunker 

Wayne Larson 

Allen Baggett 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (Chili Feed) 

Total: 

$200.00 

609.38 

50.00 

140.00 

20.00 

50.00 

50.00 

20.00 

100.00 

50.00 

250.00 

10.00 

200.00 

400.00 

$2,999.38 

"Thank You" notes, bearing the Legion seal, were mailed to each of 

the above donors on 5-18-06. 

15 



DEDICATION CEREMONY 

7-02-06 

AMERICAN LEGION POST #207 

CITY PARK ENTRANCE 

STRATFORD, SD 57474 

FLAG POLE 

0 

MONUMENT 

* X X 

X 

X 

X 

I PODIUM SEATING 

X 

X 

X 

SEATING 

I. Commander: Brings group to order, Directs the Flag Detail to post the 
colors on each side of covered monument. Detail: Tim Marlette, George 
(Pat) Hansen, Steve Face, Harley Hansen 

*Made up of District 14 Commander, Brown County Commander, Adjutant, 
Chaplain, Speaker, Commander, Senator John Thune 
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Also, it was plrumed to unearth the time capsule that had been buried 25 years 

ago at a location near the NW corner of the Community tennis court. 

After the Memorial Day practice, Post members and many from the 

community retired to the capsule burial site aJ)d with shovels in hru1d began the 

process of recovery of the time capsule. Over the last 25 years, a nearby tree had 

grown considerable with its roots entwined about the capsule. After much effort, 

Alru1 Hoeft, with his tractor a11d bucket, was able to extract the capsules (two 

ammunition boxes) from the ground. The capsules were covered with a heavy 

layer of tar and were a complete external mess. It was agreed that efforts would 

be made to cleru1 them up a11d that they would not be opened until the time of the 

Kru1gru·oo Court on 6-29-06, during the Centennial Celebration activities. 

On 6-20-06, the Honorable Meryl Taylor, Judge, Stratford Centennial 

Kangaroo Comt, relinquished some time for the opening of the capsules. Alan 

Hoeft, with his trusty loader delivered the boxes to the stage area of the 

Community Hall and with much supervision from the crowd then present. Alan, 

after opening the containers, handed the items to Commander Saunders, who held 

them up for all to see. There was a11 abundance of Groton and Aberdeen 

newspapers ofthat era, pictures of people then in the conmmnity, Sale Bills from 

Jark Auction Service and a pint of whiskey, placed there by Richard Francoli. All 

items were then displayed in the Community Hall for all to see. 

12 



COMMANDER: Introduce those persons at the Podium. Del Hueple, District 

14 Commander; Dale Strom, Brown County Commander; Eugene Face, Chaplain; 

Duane Jark, Past Commander; Vern Prickett, Adjutant Post 207, who will 

introduce the speaker Merle Kjer. Senator John Thune, formal introduction later. 

Also, *those other Legion Post Flag Details .that participated in the parade. 

COMMANDER: Introduce Adjutant who will introduce main speaker 

PRESENATION ADDRESS 

COMMANDER: Direct member of flag detail to advance with folded flag and 

present same to Past Commander Jark and Adjutant Prickett. Jark and Prickett 

will then attach and raise ~e flag on the new pole. While flag is being raised, 

attendees are asked to recite the Pledge of Allegiance and Legionnaires will offer 

hand salute. 

Upon completion of the flag raising, Jark and Prickett will uncover the 

memoriaL 

Upon completion of this, Barb Paepke will lead the attendees in the 

National anthem. 

*Posts participating, Brentford; Ralph Borge, Randy Stoltenberg, 
Colin Williams, Lauren Stuck, Claremont; Warren Pierson, Vern 
Swanson, Ed Neff, Wendell Raye, Pierpont and Warner Posts 
also participated. 
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COMMANDER: "In the name of Post 207, Department of South Dakota, The 

American Legion, I dedicate this Memorial and Flag Pole. I dedicate them to the 

memory of those who fell in the service of otir Country. I dedicate them in the 

name of those who offered their lives so Justice, Freedom and Democracy might 

survive to be the victorious ideals of the peoples ofthe world. The lives of those 

who have made the supreme sacrifice are glorious before us; their deeds are an 

inspiration. As they served America in time of war, yielding their last full 

measure of devotion, may we serve America in time of peace. 

"I dedicate this monument and flag to them, and with it I dedicate this 

Post to the Faithful service of our country and to preservation of the memories of 

those who dies that Liberty might Live." 

COMMANER: Ladies & Gentlemen. When one who has so many demands of 

his time and talent, will make the effort to join us in our Centennial Celebration 

and Dedication Ceremonies, it is tmly a great honor to the Community of 

Stratford. Senator, I know that you have given of your time that could have been 

spent with your family. I waot you to be aware that the Patriotism manifested by 

those of this community in the past has been overwhelming. Since granted a 

charter in 1921, until 2006 some 90+ Veterans of WWI were members of Post 

207. WWll saw 7 families from this area with 3 sons in the service at the same 

time. My entire High School class of 1943 (5 boys) are all Veterans ofWWTI. 

Ladies & Gentleman, would you give a warm Stratford welcome to The 

Honorable John Thune, US Senator, State ofSD. 
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Senator John Thune+ 

His comments were congratulatory in nature and were very 

appropriate for the occasion. 

COMMANDER: Acknowledge the add hoc Committee made up of Alan Hoeft, 

Bill K.lager and his wife, Dianne Mann-Klager, George (Pat) Hansen, Bonnie 

Reiss, Jark Auction and all those of the area who gave financial support to this 

project. 

CHAPLAIN: Final Benediction: 

Oh God, we ask thy blessing on all of us assembled here for the 

dedication of this memorial. Grant we ask thee, that these grounds be hallowed 

with the deeds oflove and service for God & Country, instill into the hearts of all 

this, the inspiration to be true to the ideals of the American Legion. May this 

memorial be for those who made it possible a joy and a pride and a lasting 

· memorial to their service in time of War and their loyalty and love in time of 

peace. Amen" 
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AMERICANISM; PROPER FLAG DISPOSAL 

On 10-6-06, at the request of the Aberdeen Christian School, E. 

Melgaard Rd., Aberdeen, SD, members of American Legion Post 207, Stratford, 

performed the ceremony ofthe Dignified Disposal ofUnserviceable Flags before 

the entire student body, 1st - 8th grades and staff. Due to inclement weather, the 

actual outdoor burning of the flags was cancelled. The burning portion was 

simulated inside and explained to the students. The 8th grade Class joined the 

Commander in leading all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. The Legion 

pamphlet "Flag of the United States, etc." was given to each of the attendees with 

the hope they would take it home and discuss the contents with their parents. 

Those making up the detail were; Observers-Herman Lier, Post 207, 

Larry Nupren, District 14 Americanism Officer; Disposal Detail: Vern Prickett, 

Acting Sgt.@ Arms, (Adjutant Post 207), Gerald Wanttie and Duane Jark; Vice 

Commander Greg Milbrandt, Commander Thomas E Saunder, Chaplain, Eugene 

Face. 
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Americanism 

On 11-2-06, the Commander made an appearance before the 4th 

Degree, Knights of Columbus of Aberdeen, SD to discuss the upcoming 

Veterans' Day Holiday on 11 -11-06. The Coinmander discussed the evolution of 

the holiday and the involvement of Veterans of the various wars since the Civil 

War in the development of the Brown County area. 

Veterans Day Pot Luck Dinner 11-12-06 

On Sunday evening 11 -12-06, the Legion Auxiliary of American 

Legion Post 207, Stratford, SD, sponsored their annual pot luck dinner to honor 

all veterans, of all wars, from this area. This year the affair was honored by the 

presence of Gunner Baatrup, South Dakota Departmental Commander. After the 

Pledge of Allegiance and recitation of the Preamble to the Constitution of the 

American Legion, and the table prayer, given by Eugene Face, Post 207 Chaplain, 

those in attendance enjoyed a delicious meal provided by the Auxiliary. 

Subsequent to the meal, Commander Baatrup delivered some 

comments about the goals of his administration and the condition of the SD State 

Veterans Home. He also encouraged the Post to meet their membership goal. 

Following Commander Baatrup, there was a presentation of a 50 year 

Membership key to Marilyn Stange of Post 207 Auxiliary. She was presented 

with a patriotic quilt, made by Korinne Face, member of Post 207. 
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Commander Saunders then read a story about the history ofVeterans 

Day that appeared in "Annie's Mailbox, Aberdeen American News," on 11-11-

06. Saunders also read an email of a reader's complaint to the Phoenix S:lli!:, and 

the Flight commander's response. His response was beautiful. 

Gifts of items from the Stratford-Centennial were presented to 

Commander Baatrup and his wife. The meeting was brought to a close with a 

prayer from Chaplain Face. It was a wonderful, meaningful event indeed. 
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Donations Made This Time Period 

The Community of Stratford was most generous in their giving toward 

the expense of the Veterans Monument, as were many organizations from the 

Community. The Post 207, in their deliberations felt that excess funds received, 

over and above actual expense of the monument, should stay in the community 

and be use for needed, worthwhile projects here. 

There follows some of the donations made with respect to that policy. 

Stratford Town Counsel for repairs to the roof 

Stratford Community Theatre Group to purchase chairs 

Veterans' Home repair to Barber Shop 

Warner Post Prom 

Anna Tribble, All Star Games participant 

Warner Legion Baseball 

Jacob Milbrandt, National DI participant 

Warner Football Program 

Boys State Nominee 2007 

$1,500.00 

1,500.00 

100.00 

125.00 

100.00 

200.00 

100.00 

25.00 

Robert Erickson, grandson of Post member Clarence Erickson was 

chosen as the 2007 Boys State Attendee. Robert lives in the Stratford area and is a 

Junior at Warner High School. 
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APPENDIX 
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ROSTER OF POST 207 MEMBERSHIP 

(1) BAGGETT, Keith 
PO Box 345, Stratford, SD 57474 ...... .............. ....... ... .......... 605-395-6541 

(2) BARTZ, Randal K 
11532 Waldos Beach Rd., Rosholt, SD 57260 .................... . 

(3) BENDER, Marvin 
420 E. Asb St., Stratford, SD 57474 ......... .... ...... ............ ...... 605-228-2051 

(4) ELLINGSON , Richard 
2702 3rd Ave. SE, Unit 108, Aberdeen SD 57401 .............. .. 504-225-1821 

(5) ERDMANN, Lynn 
1855 W. Souther, #201, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 ..... .... . . 

(6) ERICKSON, Clarence 
39757 14151 ST., Groton, SD 57445 ...................................... 605-395-6631 

(7) FACE, Eugene 
39815 147lb St., Stratford, SD 57474 .................................... 605-395-691 1 

(8) FACE, Korinne 
PO Box 425, Stratford, SD 57474 .... .................. ....... ........... 605-395-6911 

(9) FACE, Steven 
39815 I 47th St., Stratford, SD 57474 ..................... .... .... .. ... .. 605-395-6608 

(10) GUBIN, Ronald J 
14547 14151 St., Stratford, SD 57474 .................................. .. 605-395-6964 

(11) HANSEN, George, M., Jr. (Pat) 
39578 1415

\ Stratford, SD 57474 .. ... .. ... .. ....... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... . 605-226-2348 

(12) HANSEN, Harley C. 
14447 396th Ave., Stratford, SD 57474 ............................... . 605-395-6928 

(13) HANSEN, Michael 
620 8th Ave. NE, Aberdeen, SD 57401 ................................. 605-622-7838 

(14) HOEFT, Myron 
30185 Chualar Canyon Rd., Chualar, CA 93925 ......... ..... ... . 

(15) HUNDSTAD, James 
3755 395th Ave, Bath, SD 57272 .. ...... ........ .......................... 605-225-3093 

(16) JARK, David 
374 Sykes Creek Rd., Rogue River, OR 97535 .......... .... .... .. . 

(17) JARK, Duane 
PO Box 453, Stratford, SD 57474 ........................................ 605-395-6549 

(18) J ARK, Kenneth 
401 21st Ave. NE, Aberdeen, SD 57401 ........ ..... ... .... .. ... .... .. 605-225-0510 
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(19) 

(20) 

(21) 

(22) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

(31) 

(32) 

(33) 

(34) 

KURTZ, David 
Beverly Health Care, 1015 3rd St. E., Redfield, SD 57469 .... 605-472-2282 

LEE, Norman 
38905 140tb St., Warner, SD 57479 ................................... .. . 605-229-5507 

LIER, Herman 
622 S. McCoy, Aberdeen, SD 57401.. .................................. 605-725-5724 

MARLETTE, Timothy D. 
PO Box 12, Brentford, SD 57457 ···:·················· ·· ······· ····· ·····605-228-1715 

MILBRANDT, Greg 
13933 399th Ave., Groton, SD 57445 ................................... 605-395-6515 

PARDUE, Harold 
2022 S. Sherman Ave. Sioux Falls, SD 57101 ........... ..... .... . 

PRICKETT, VemonJ. ll 
PO Box 348, Stratford, SD 57474 ........................................ 605-395-6911 

RASOR, Tina Hansen Carlson 
Charlesgate Rd., Huber Heights, OH 45424 ......................... . 

SAUNDERS, Thomas E. 
2103 Saphire Court, Aberdeen, SD 57401 ............................ 605-229-5349 

SCHLICHTING, Orville 
Beverly Nursing Home, Groton, SD 57445 ......... ................ . 

SHUNK WILER, Earl G. 
39806 149th St., Stratford, SD 57474 .... ...... ... .. .... ....... .......... 605-382-5879 

STANGE, Verlin 
14393 39th Ave., Stratford, SD 57474 ...................... .. .. .. ... .. . 605-395-6419 

TWIGGS, Frank 
Stratford, SD 57474 ............................................................. . 

W ANTTIE, Gerald 
424 S 12th St., Aberdeen, SD 57401 ..................................... 605-225-8512 

WAYMAN, Wendy Milbrandt 
38670 123rd St., Westport, SD 57481 ................................... 605-229-1459 

WOOD, Shad 
14320 403rd Ave., Stratford, SD 57474 ..................... .... ....... 605-395-6497 
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Monaa)';~-May 8, 2006' I 
A M E R I C:. A N N E· W S 

Serious labor. Non:hern Stat:e University football ptayers-diEI 
heavy labor i_~ ~tratford on April 29 as part of the~ team's 
four.h annual Day._ of <::ham pions. · :-:-..;;. .• 

ter. 
gr 
ouf.:of.tlie "'"··".L'- d..l 

''They-~·did good· werk," 
said city council member 
.:\..llen !f.~eff.Jie1~).Al:?lailled 
tfiat lfi(?;-"player.s- w6.r;_~d- on 
fou?E>tfier ouildfug~ ii:fto"\vn, 
gettjiig them in ship-Sll'aQe 
condition for · the StratfOrd 
ce'ilfennfal.... ce1eora~i0n: ibis 
surnire~1i:~~ ~~-=:~~' 

The Northern pf~y"ets and 
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were·- ill" Stratford 
p.m. Tom 

r .r6f 
safd 
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Portion ofNSU football players who participated in work day. Supervised by Nancy 

]ark, standing extreme right of 211
d row, and Alan Hoeft, kneeling on extreme right. 

Post 207 provided a breakfast for the group before they entered into their labors. 
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Railroad choos.es 
name of Str3.tfofd 

Residents share 
a 'whett's 
nexr? 'feeling 

B_u Krist:" ftru7Uf.f 

Stncorc. loca:ed in E3st 
Ronae!l Township, was a late· 
comer in Brown Count'{, plat· 
ted to October 1906. The town 
was founded on the last rail 
L[ne lo be built, the Minneapcr 
lis & St. Lows Railway 

It was almost cwo years 
f3tet: that the first train came 
:hrougn: 

Settle.<:~ had been io the 
area- for years, u..<ing Rendell 
as a· trade center. The name 
Ronde!l was t:-ansferred to 
Stratrord at first , out railroad 
ot!icinls feared· there would be 
coniusio n since Rende ll· 
sounded .so much like Randolf. 
wluc:h: was a toW'!l further 
southeast. To end the coruu· 
Slon_ <:he railroad ch~ the 
name.5tran'orcf. : 

Str:mord f:!llicldy grew and 
prospered. T;;e toWn reac:h:ed 
its peak with a population of 
60(} fu about five years. it 
boasted two banks. a· ment 
marker. t.he Pioneer Hotel. 
four devators, two churc:bes,. 
dray & tr..nsier companies. a 
newspaper, twO hardw:ue 
dealers. th:'ee doctors, three 
rest:lurams. c.-.ree saloons. a 
pool· room. two blacksmith 
shops. a barbe:- and bath, a 

llo long,- stonding; 'he Stratrorll school oumeo to me ground 1n Feoruary 1943. 

'confectionery, a dru!!Store, an· 
impleme:u dealership, a flour 
and feedmill. a ti.U1llture store, 
cbree lumberyards, a loan 
or:iice. ac a:rillner's sbop. a real 
eState office il.Ild a shoe store. 

C:t:zens orought trees from 
the ilaJL'<S of tne ;arne~ Rlver 
to g1ve :made and beaucy co 
the town"s stre~ts. 

Oo June 18. 1919, Scratiord 
•Has incorporated. 

Small towns in northeast . 
South £lakota usually have 
many things to common. 
Close-kmt ::hurch 1.nd family 
aiiili:lt10ns and C:V\c loyalty are 
:unong the assets that irr'..:~g 
streng-J! :md umty to !ir-~..e 
cornmuruues. even wben <:he 
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population of the communiry 
in question plwnm"t,s to .fewer 
than 90 people. Stratford has 
ne·ter lost any. of the adhesive 
bonds that make it uruque 
among 3mall towns. 

:!le lu,g.'l scnool wcs cios~ 
m ~956 and t!le srude:JtS we:e 
3ellt ta W1Jrner 1n 191., tile 
nulroad line was abandoned. 



Stratford 
Centennial - C~elebration 

Events Calendar 
June 30 
• Miss Firecracker Contest & 
Karaoke at BS Bar & Grill 

July 1 
• Car show. 
• Beard and bonnet j)Jdgi.ng. 
• Parade. 
• All School Reunion and din
ner. 
• Street dance. 

July 2 

I 

• Community church service 
in the park. 
• Kiddie T ractor Pull. 
• Antiaue Tractor Pull. 

Entertainment: Brings commUnity together \ 

ll Continued from Paffe 38 bow ties. This sounds ~e a entire group. It is evident that I 
. · lofty pastime when a casual this co=unity comes together 

I Each winter this tiny commu- observer notices the preponder- not only. as theater me:nbers, j 
nity. produces and hos!S eight ance of deniin and flannel. cov· but as ne1ghbors and friends. I • Cruli"Cook-off. 

Th!! wee/mid wilt i•flclude a 
craft /air. jka marhet, food 
oootflS, du1l!> tan!. and cpm
munity tl<eatp- produc_rwn. 

I nights of dilixier theater, com- eralls. overalls and hea':Y work Reminiscing about "days 
plete wiEh a..iuU-length p'roduc- boots softened l:1y gram .dust gone by" is typical to small 
tion, whjte tablecloths. a deli- and' grease. One also QUickly town residents. but in Stratford 
cious meal and handsome picks up on the easy camarade- there is also the overwhelmi:ng 
waiters in white shirts and rie that exists amongst the feeling of "what's next?" For more mjormation . 

a/xluf 1114 Stratford Cmtmm· 
a~ contact DuOne lark (605) 
395-6.549. 

~ 

The last elevator closed in 

2002. - . - ' ·~ -· : 
Stratford'~ future c_ould 1 

appear break if 'one_ were . to 
just look at the sunace.-Th•s 
tiny town has· withstood many 
assaults si:nce its incorporation 
and will most likely withstand 
many more. Eut if there is an 
attitude that ·· penneates_ the 
·heart of Stratford. it would' 
have to · be somethihg, .like. 
"Don't tell.us.we ean't!~ • . 

Stratford bas• the repuuitio,n 
oi pulling together and making 
things happen with vol~t~er 
org~izations as the driving 
iorce .. 

Local organizations include 
the American Legion and its 
Auxiliarv the Lions Club, 
Extension' Club, 4-H Club, St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church, Strat
ford Volunteer Fire Depart· 
ment and the local community 
fhe:~ter. 

Recent accomplishments 
inc:fude a four-bay fire station, 
a new concession stand at the 
city ballpark and a starring 
role in the most recent W'j]
liams & Ree moYie: Curtent 
projects include erecting-a Vet
erans' War MemoriaL. aC the 
entrance to· the cicy- park and 
building an addition . to ~<: 
community hall tliat will bouse 
a permanent stage for· Strat
ford:- Communi~ ~ea~~t

. See·ENTERTAiNMOO:,Pate-~· 
4 ... ,,.. -. •·, + .. 

Bird's-eye view: A recent aerial shdt cr Stratford. 
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· :~.~er~~PI!tl~ 
r~ursefa1.; M~i25;, .. 2:o0q:.~~ : · 

:-jj,~'"'!'~. ~;r!'~"'~ ""'., ·,< .. -.17'""~ - -<::f "'~ 

~Qi1estions or Comments'f =~' ' · _. .. , ,. . ,, 
b€3u (6o:>;) .. 2~5f4·1PQi'J>s-~86Q92:j:4:-itO.. ~ 
-1;_~~ -.I :-..~r:-:~-7?~:--="':~ -~ ..,..~..,~'-i~~ 
(10::.-:.'· ~-·. - : ~ . -L . • ~-;;:::..---:!.:--:. -:.;..-::.::.=:::--.::::;;:: 
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TIME CAPSULE RECOVERY 5-27-06 

L toR: Harley Hansen, Connie Hoeft, Lloyd Jark, Vern Prickett 

L to R: Connie Hoeft, Bmmie Reiss 

34 



L toR: Duane Jark, Tom Saunders, Alan Hoeft, Vern Prickett 

L toR: Bormie reiss, Duane Jark, Bernie Jark, Alan Hoeft, Connie Hoeft, 
Jerry Wanttie 
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L to R: Connie Hoeft, Bonnie Reiss 

L toR: Connie Hoeft, Bonnie Reiss, Bernie Jark 

36 



,. WASHINGTON- MemO:: 
rial :Qay is: h;ird upon us, and, 
hard· 'on us as well. 
/-'While most Americans cel

ebrate the holiday as the fusf 
long weekend of summer ... tile 
rest of us will be honoring 
the. sacrifice of countless·~ '· ·_ 
American lives during 230 
years of our nation's history. 
Wimiing our independence 
was bloody work; defending 
our freedom has been even· 
bloodier. 
~ e are a nation at war this 
year, just as we have been for 
theJast five years since the 
terror attacKs on innocent 
American Citizens on Sept. 
11, 2001. We are at war;. but 

·ho-amongus knows tl're 
.. iue cost of war, and who··. 

, pays. the price? · · 
The ariswer.to that ques: 

tion is; ofcoursez.o IiWig' 
veterans otwars .. : "~" , .· 

All but 50oft e 5 nliliioi1 
veterans ofWorid War fare 
gone from.~ai:iiong us. bolV 
about 3.5-fui.llion of 16"~ 
lion Arflerican veterans of 
Wor1d War II are still alive; 
Some 3.'.2:Iilillioll...veterans of 
the Korean War arestill';; ·. 
alive. About 2.5-milti'on ofthe 

, ... ,f .;;.: 
3.4 mil~ ; ,. ·, 
lion -who- ·: , 
served ib ' . 
the Viiet-· 
nam War 
theater.; • q 1;. oril:.-nJapc?gc~...;;: 
are still. CW04 ~v:J.e:£~"'""~"'-~,--
living. ·r. ~- l~~.q!},~B,,, of S~~~~~- · '. 

They were fl]'ing cover' ror a' sman·£ 
surely· thre'e~v~fifcle patroL of'? . " " 
know the Stryker armored vehicles at -
true cost the time. - · 
of war. I was riding in one of 

The knowledge of that those Strykers at the tiine 
cost is borne even more and· was .at the crash site 
keenly by the widows and within minutes. · 
children, fathers and moth- At that moment I knew 
ers, brothers·ancrsisters of that With1n a matter of.a few ~ 
those who gave· their lives in hpufs A.qny sedan_s y,~h a. . ~ 
battle in our coqnt.ri~:wars. chaplain and a casualty,notifi-· 

There ire 'so many of- cauob officer-would' De:: pUJl-
tberri, and more coining with : ing_u'Q:outside· tlouses-he:ar~ ' ·, 
each passing day' in the 'wars mi toe news thaf_\.Vowd~ .. 
we are fightil)g nov<.r._ ~-.. s~a.tte_r-happy liv~~-~~Irn~w., 

The. ~hildren of war, espe- that those young' childr.en 
cially, have so large a claim wou!d.'~ holes ,in-;~heif.-' __ 
on our hearts. the-i have 'lost hear.ts all their lives.;:.,; noles 
fathers, and now even. their where. a father was supposed 
mothers, in todays wars. The -to dwelL-
estimate is that Iraq alone · .. ~My friend Karen Spears 
has left3,000 children with- Zac~ losther.f~th~r, ,Sgt. 
out one parerit or With no · David: Spears, in Vi'et~~in 
parent at all. 1966r~hen she was:W~he's. 

This Memorial Day I will · . written, a book. about what.:.-~ 
be thinking particularly of ' ·. ·thafooe death a:inong·58,'2so 
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ire not 
So ·this Memorial Day, - · 

think of all our fallen service-· 
men in America's wars. But 
think e_siiecially ofthose~ - -,... 
innoc~~t-~.tl;l~xl.eft1~s~ilig ._,; 
so .filled ~tll;pnq'e., so filled ' · 
w.ith ·· ·ecsolillta with.-rui:f:.. 
T 

. 1:{1'1_~ ,,......,,....,... "l~...- P,_ ""'' 
h.<:;~ :u-~-.tfi~f.~,U~ JPai;tY.~Il~~J: 

Amencan Cities anCf towns .. -"~ 
· ReaciroU.ua the~- 'fen:.:.:._: 

them yo~ thai:iR 'them r'Or. .-:-_ "':'- .. 
their fainil«sgl:eat sacriflce.:; 
.Teli themw"e gri~~e:wi"ih~ -~ 
them. Qft~~ .. i!lElPl at}¥ )lf;!P;?,~~ 
they neeO!.: 'fell them they.are 
not alone~ ' . ' ~:~ 

:.:~ . 8 
Joseph L. ~allOwaY.. is 1114 seniormil
ifary correspondent for Kn£Kht..lli{4~ 
derNewspajieT;Y. Reatf~map·umt"ei, 

· to Min at. .. Knig-ht-Ridder f!.lJs,J;£4£-i· 
ton Bureai,___zoa !2th:§.!· ,Y:JKtS~jt,~ 

· 10~0; W:,as~~'i;gtan, /).C. 2_00flf·399?1'; 
HlS cOlU1T!_n aPP,~a!'_~ -nu:_st lf~ys.o,/ 



National Commander Tom Bock 

Certificate of Appreciation 
Presented To 

Thomas Saunders, Commander 
Stratford Post 207 

Department of South Dakota 

In appreciation for your successful membership program in 2006. Your post was successful in 
accomplishing 100 percent of its annual membership goal, a sure sign that the leadership, comradeship, 

and member involvement at your post contribute to an atmosphere of success. 

You should be justly proud ofyour Legionnaires. 

The American Legion strongly believes that an effective membership program within each Post is 
vitally important to the positive perception of our members and programs within the community. Your 

excellent care of your membership is a strong indicator that you are successful in all your programs. 
Legionnaires and indeed all veterans want to stay involved with a winning organization. 

In witness whereof, this testimonial of personal gratitude is presented by the undersigned and duly 
attested this membership year of2006. 

ATTEST· 

National Commander NationaJ Adjutant 
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MEMORIAL DAY 5-29-06 

Jaci Schley 

L to R: Thomas Saunders, J aci Schley 
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Community Hall, Stratford, Duane Jark- foreground 

Oakwood Cemetery: Ron Gubin, Jack Gubin, Marge Gubin, Darrin 
Gubin 

40 



Eugene Face - Chaplain 

Oakwood Cemetery 
Front Row L toR: Anna Tribble, Norman Lee, Pat Hansen, T im 
Marlette, Harley Hansen, Clarence Erickson, Earl Shunkwiler, V erlin 
Stange, Jerry Wanttie, Herman Leir 
Back Row L toR: Thomas E Saunders, Kenneth Jark, Steve Face, Duane 
Jark, Rlchard Elickson, Eugene Face, Ronald Gubin 
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Oakwood Cemetery 2006 

Oakwood Cemetery 2006 
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m.anerneennRws.com 

..... 'l.. 

- - "Americtm News Plwto bV 1~um-Lllet7"1CII··;)(JI.r.JJ 

The Stars and Stripe~: .Briana- Jung·, left, and Alyssa ]bng ro!l~ flags up. Saturday~~:~~~g;~Ma-~S~reeUn 1.?1::1~ ,...~,,--:: ·:..~·<l'-'- ~:~o,.: .• .,.;•:~1le!l 
Stan, is president of the Exchange Club. of Aberdeen ~ vthich displays flags on altmaj.or- holiday's and sp~~wrcth 
including the Oz Festival on Saturday. The Girl Scouts yyili:.9T§play flags for the: Exchange Club today, which is· Hag Da-r. ..': _, 

Ar~a'· VeteF~n$ ·p~9m:oJ~~;i 
~ . · p,rotection ~~ of: . Old-~ .. Glorx.-· . 

.. ~- ; ' .. - ,.. ... ' .. - . ~. ;..- •. , ~r-r ;',-,.t r~l - .1.. t ..._,. ~· , .... - ~· 
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• By Angela Mettler :·· 
.£:: Ameri'cair:News Writer .. 

V 
ietnam veterarf'·Allan 
OchsiJer ·of Aberd:e~n 
doesn:'f believe ,~ah 
amendmentf iS'nec~s: 

saiy to p~otect- the -U:Sl- fLig 
froin desecration. -.-/+ :.: 

:"Beinfi. an Amencan. qti
zen that fought for this coun
try, I feel that V{e don't .~e:e.d 
the amendment because if 
somebody does that ·jn-:front 
of ine, I will,take~ care,¢fit·to. 
the . best of. my abiliti~s,~.- hel 
said. "' - ·__ -. =:. •' . .J. 

- A bill proposing' i ~onsti-· 
' utiona.i·allie:d,dmemt;p!oh.i'Qit
.ng;the;: pj:J.ys~ca:f de,seeiiitiqn , 
ofJhe U.S. !fagjs expee~~4 fo 
come before: th~ U$.-Senate 
in the next week or so: Sens. 
John Thune, R-S.D., and-Tim 
Johnson, D-S.D:·, wer~..:.-ooth 

. original c~sponsors · c)f1 the 
bill. - -__ 

On June 22, 2005, the;, U.S. 
Hous'e ~ o(. Reprhentatiiet'! 
passed . such~a bill that' re~ds. 
"The ··co'ngress' shall 'have 
power to prohil:iit the _physi
cal desecratiorL.of the flag of 
the United ·. States.'~,- Rep. 
St«;!phanie - Herseth, D-S.D., 
was an original co-sponsor. of 
the bill. ......,-· · 

-b~l.isrrer, . <;!)~11/.~nde~:~it 
the Disabled Ameriean' Veter.: 
aiis. ,:·in ., Aberdeen, ci.oesU:t · 
tfrii1k -~ the proposed iuiienil
me.Jit 'would fnfringe on. First 
A.nlendment rights, as some 
have argued. 

Other Aberdeen-area vet
erans agreed with Ochsner. 
Tom Saunders of Aberdeen .. 
conimander of the .Stratford 
Ani.~:t:ic~n , Leg_ion and};~a
\¥Qdd. War ILveteran, hppe_~ 
th~;~~gislation-pa_sses. """: -~"t 

·· _:tTt's ;., long.~.ov_el'du~;.&JH¥ -··a·- · ••l"ii·· · ., · ·r ····• ~-r · s~1~ .~$:',-;: u s :t at~ rea · r s~mP.· e;':· 
su3:ightforv~ard amendme:ijft 

.. d:>o.n .. Whi,ttli'nge·~: ~'\~.f 
Aberdeen, past Veterans- ot 
Foreign Wars commander, 
an.¢:-·current VFW Com~ 
ffi·ander· Al Waltman of 
Ab~rdeen believe the flag 
~ho1,1ld be r~spected _.Qut 
e;e~~t sure wi:teth'er a-coristi~ 
t~#ona1 amendment ,.is· 
necessary. 

"Maybe we shouldn:t have 
to go through legislation.· to 
get that kind of protection on. 
the flag, but I think it's a very 
important. issue," Waltman 
said: 
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SCHEDULE Of EVENTS 

Ihursdav. June 29. 2006 
7:30 pm - Kangaroo Court - Community Hall 
8:00 pm - Open time capsule - Community Half -
8:30 pm - Reconvene Kangaroo Court - Community Hall 

friday. June 30. 2006 
7:00 pm- Theater performance - Community Hall 
8:00 pm - Miss firecracker Contest - Community Hall 

Saturday. Jul)! 1. 2006 
9:00-Noon - Car Show - east of B&S Bar & Grill 

10:00-b:OO pm - Crait Booths & Vendors open - Rendell Avenue 
10:00 am -Theater performance- Community Hall 
11:00 am - Pet Show- Ball Park 
Noon - Car Show Awards - Stage on Randell Avenue 
12:30 pm - Beard & Bonnet Judging - stage on Randell Avenue 
2:00 pm - Parade (see reverse for parade route) 
4:00 pm - Dedication of Veterans Memorial - Ball Park 
5:00 pm -All School Reunion Registration -Community Center 
6:00 - 9:00 pm - All School Reunion Dinner- Community Center 
9:00 pm - Dance to "Independence" -Tennis Court 

Sunda~ 2. 2006 
8:00 am - Pancake breakfast- BS Bar & Grill 

10:00 am - Community Church Service - Ball Park 
11:00 am - 6:00 pm - Craft Booths & Vendors open - Randell Avenue 
Noon - Kids' Tractor Pull - Ball Park 
1:00 pm - Theater performance - Community Hall 
2:00 pm - Old Time Tractor Pull - Ball Park 
2:30 pm - Children's Theater Production - Community Hall 
3:00 pm - Chili Cook-Off Judging and Tasting - east of BS Bar & Grill 

--- .... .. . _. 

NO PARKING ON PARADE ROUTE. Additional parking at ball park. There will be people movers 
running throughout town during the celebration. 

The City of Stratford would like to send a big thank you to the many individuals and businesses 
that contributed in any way to the Stratford Centennial. Your help made this celebration a 
memorable success. 
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1 Parade Staging Area 
2 Lutheran Church 
3 Presbyterian Church 
4 Gordon Mack Display 
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8 New Fire Station 
9 Community Park & 

Tennis Court 
10 Baribeau Honey Co. 
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Please dr ~ot park along the parade route. 
Additiona. parking is available at the ball park. 
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Stratford Cent 
Community Thea " ,.,_. 

. . . 

A Mdodr~!ff.ti fiy D_utt.in ;p; 
':...-i- . - -

Produced by Special Ar.rangemertl with _·. 

fishing co.mpa1!J of Woodstock Illinois: -

Performance times: 
.,; __ -

June 301 l :QO p_nj_ · 

Greed, Treachery, Efiuake'iiness & -
_. . .. ~ ~~t~~?-· - . ~:- . -

Other Entertaining· Humail Foibles · 

TAKE HEED: 

This divertissement' is Devoid of Social Value to 

Most States Of Tf:le.·Union·. 

A Free Will donation vyilt be taken . Pro ceeds will 
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S.D. seriatofTtb \z:isif :~: 
Mobridge, Siratfqrcl .. 

4 # ~. ,-.. ~ · -. 1 - • • • 

By Russ~~"-· .. · . . issu_es. Mobriqge ,.~e!ebrates 
American News Wr-iter - · : i~ te.nt~nn!~ t]Jis -:we~~end . .,., _. #. 

sen. 'Jolin .,_, ·· · '''i1/\1'·4/ ;ml ttie sehati:>r: Will· : : : 
p .1 a 0 S I' ( . 'p~cip~te:~ifii_t~e,l(fe4it?.lidn · : : : 
attend · · of:the.::V eteraris.~Membrial,irl : 

. t i e s r·n slit~t>I-Cr,V.ihioh a1SO':'if&te: • 
Mob r i d g e bt;~~_J.j_tS ·ce~teO:~~~ 
and Strcrtford: Thune alse plansn~oe .in 
on Saturday. · . Miller. on Saturdayj;rru)~g 

At 1 p.m., to be; in the 10 a.Ifi~tp'ai-ad¢ 
he will attend celebrating. Miller'.si 125th · 
events at the . birlhdai"'imd t6 {parficipate 
city park iii Thune ' .in·the dedication of the Vet-
Mobridge · ... • eriins.;-Memorial •iollo~g 
and discuss drought-related the parade. · · · · .,, · ·· _ 



JOHN THUNE 

SouTH DAKOTA 

Mayor Vern Prickett 
City of Stratford 

U N IT ED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20 5 I 0 

June 19, 2006 

31 0 East Nelson A venue J 
Stratford, SD 57474-034"8/ 

De~ /lfJ/Y 
1 am writing to congratulate you and the Stratford community as you celebrate 
Stratford's Centennial Celebration. This is truly a milestone accomplishment 
in a community's history. 

The heart of South Dakota lies in its small towns and the Stratford community 
plays an important role in continuing to make South Dakota a great place to 
live and do business. I have enclosed a copy oftbe Congressional Record 

,- Statement celebrating this important event. 

Again, congratulations on this historic occasion and thank you for your service 
ro the Stratford community and the state of South Dakota. 

Kindest regards, 

£ ___ __ 
S nator John Thune 

~L~L ~~-1~-e / 
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Uc..ited States 
of America 

<tongrrssional RrcorQ.< 
-?~~ 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE ] 0 9 th CONGRESS, SECOND SESS I~~:~ ... 
~============================~·-~-. 

WASIDNGTON , MONDAY, JUNE 19,2006 No::f9:-~1 Vol. I 52 

Senate 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I rise to recognize 
the city of Stratford which is celebrating its lQQth anni
versary. 

Located in Brown County, Stratford was founded~ 
1906 as an agricultural community. Stratford is a wel
coming community that reflects the values and principles 
that we as Americans hold dear. 

It gives me great pleasure to rise with the citizens of 
Stratford to celebrate the lOOth anniversary of their fine 
city. 
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The following is an example of the tickets sold during the Centennial 

Celebration, by Post 207. The winner of the weapon was Anthony Schw~ of 

Aberdeen, SD. 

Stratford Centennial 

!~sffi\ Hf>m )· Gold!'nboy .22 
.,.,.,~~ uv~r Action H~x Ban:~ 1 

Commemorative Rifle Raffle 
Drawing: July 1, 2006 

No.37 
Only 100 tickets sold 
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www.aberdeennews.com 

Veterans memorial 
Pet show, 
/nelodrama, 
Miss Firecracker 
r;ontest part of 

::stratford bash 
' • · 

By Gretchen Mayer 
American News Writer 

Unlike the Westminster 
·dog show, the judging at the 
-Stratford Centennial Pet 
Show wiU be less intense. 
Much less intense. The ani· 
i'nals probably won't have 
pedigrees and pet "enhance
ment" will be overlooked. 
·: If you're' planning to enter 
'your pet in the "Fluffiest bog 
:·or Cat" category,. feel free. to 
tease and hair spray as~mlich 

:as your critter will tolerate: 
· ·· The contest is schedUled 
'for Saturday at 11 a.m. in the 
Strat.f<>rd ballpark. Other cat-

-egories are: Fattest . Dog or 
.<;::at, Most Unusual Pet, .Ugli
. est Pet; Pet/Owner look-alike 
·contest and Best Pet Trick. 
·: At 2:30 p.m. on Sunday on 
:the new stage at the Cormhu-· 
.~ty Center, nearly 20 kids 
will present "Anansi and the 
Moss-Covered Rock." 

-~ All this centennial fun 
kicked off Thursday -night 
with a kangaroo court. and 
wraps up on Sunaay with 
Chili Cook-<>ff judging.· 

. .". For committee member 

. Kristi Brunes, the exhaustive 
·months of planniiig are nearly 
at an end. Besides seeing all 
t he work finally come to frui
tion, Brunes is looking for
ward to the parade. . 

"We'll have a ·lot of 

: · ___ .. . ·~ · ' ~: : · • · ~ A~an News Plioto:/6p Da:m.t&'tk:!i'.sahii · 
Practice makes perfect: Stratford ComiJ;uni:ty Theat:re actors practice tfie.ir perforrna'rice'f~r the 

, .. • . ,.. . - , ) ... I .. 

centennial on the nev: s~age at ttie Community Center. Mer-rill Taylor is the yill~.[~· al~ri&:;~i~j:l 
Beth Hoeft as the aunt, ~ight, and NancY. Jark as ,C.hasity Wildflower;- right, Th_e~one-aQ!. O)elo
drama, UThe Wildflowering of Chastity, " lasts about 45 minutes. It will be presented .today at 
7 p.m .. Saturday at 10 a.m. and Sunday at 1 p.m. Admission is a fre~will offering. "' 

. entries," sh~ said .. -".I quit 
·counting at 70/.~vro..r~~ 
d.iffereP'1f'sets of legfon gri.ards 
Cornm

. :.... . .- ... . . 
- - ' 0 · ~.~1. 
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CENTENNIAL PARADE STRATFORD, SD 7-02-06 

7- 7.-06 
·. 

Front Line L toR: Steve Face, Harley Hansen, TjmMarlette, Marvin 
Bend~ 2nd line, L to R, Verne Prickett, Pat Hansen,Clarence 
Erickson. 

7-2- 06 

American Legion Post 207, leading the parade 
of Colors 7-2-06 
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7- 2- 06 

Warner Flag Detail 

7-2 - 06 

Pierpont, Brentford, Claremont Details 
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7- 2- 0S 

Brentford Detail 

--~-

7-2-06 

Claremont Detail 
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VETERANS MEMORIAL DEDICATION STRATFORD COMMUNITY 

PARK 7-02-06 

7- 2- 06 

Overview of Dedication Ceremony 

Commander Saunders greeting the attendees 
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7-2-06 

L toR: Duane Jark, Past Commander, Merle Kjer, Speaker, Eugene 
Face, Chaplain, Vern Prickett, Adjutant, John Thw1e, US Senator 

L toR: Awaiting delivery of new Flag; Merle Kjer, Commander 
Saunders, Past Commander Duane Jark, Adjutant Vern Prickett 
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Tim Marlette of Flag Detail, delivered new Flag to Past Commander 
Duane Jark and Adjutant Vern Prickett to be raised for the first time on 
new pole. 

Upon completion of Flag raising, Barb Paepke lead the entire assembly in 
the National Anthem. 
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Past Commander Duane Jark and Adjutant Vern Prickett complete flag 
raising ceremony. 
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7-2- 06 

US Senator John Thune- addressing the assembled 

Commander Saunders presenting Senator Thune with memorabilia from 
Stratford Centennial Celebration 
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Kneeling L to R: Vern Prickett, George (Pat) Hansen, harley Hansen, 
Steve Face, Clarence Erickson 
Standing L toR: Duane Jark, Herman Lier, Thomas E. Saunders, Gerald 
Wanttie, Eugene Face, Marvin Bender, Kenneth Jark 

US Senator John Thune, Commander Thomas E. Saunders 
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AMERICAN NEWS 
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A M E R I C"- A" N-'<o._N-:'~ W S 

D~dicatl.0tj~-itffl~!rf<i_clr~iAP"i~~jat~q~ 
To the editor --: Sincere dedication; Barh~a P~epke· 
thanks is extended to the fol- who led: the group in singing 
lowing who contributed to . the national anthem, and the 
the successful dedication of memorial ad hoc committee 
the Veterans Memorial at the·.- made':up:of George '~Pat'lr~:. 
Stratford City Park on July 1: Hansen, Alan Hoeft and Bill 
Sen. John Thune for his pres-,_·. and Diane Klager1 who were 
ence and cominents}DH, .... 1<;-., instrumental in -raising the , 
Heupel, DistrieH4·Com~' / ~$ ·,,.funds for: ;£fi~.,.iii:e:Utoilat~~Jt~ f,rc 
inander, Ameriqm Legio,h; Th.o.mas E. Saunders ·~ .. ~ 
pale Strom, Biown Co.t,iri~ . ,_ cmMr-._a#4er; :¥gid£?o~t .207 Strat-e d 1\m ··-··· ·-·""'-:- ·"" "ore ·~ -., ___ .., ornman er,. encan . -. -... ,. ~ _. . .- . 
Le~o~~ th~:§'!ag..pep.jk~l''k-i ' -!~ ., ·- · ·· · 
the Ameriean:t'egio_fl:'Post& · :~ 
fromJ3rentforcl:,.. V!f ~~r .. ,;~ ..tr:~;.: 
Pierpot~tand Cl<l!;.~tlli>ritw~.' 
participated. in:the' Centefl':!:-':- · 
nial I>.aiade 'ari&'aerucattoi¥;·(: 
Merle Kjer; ·sP.e~e't-l,or ilie:. ~~-. 

.. . 
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A M E R I C A N- N E W S 

www.aberaeer:~news:com 

Thank You ... ; ... 

:;,stratfmd. ~ck;;is~r h;Ip ~p~~~~iai~ci 
'" ·~ ; ''}: .::~~'~/::~:- . ·-~-.... t \~_4 ·\ .. }'<lf _,~~~:fl."~~~ ~:~~9-t 
~.y~ t~i1drtor: :!: Th~.Sh-at-'- · ~Abeid.;en; First Sfut~ 13~ 
ford American Legion Post ofWamer, ·FrohlingMeat . 
207 warits to give a special Market and &onomy Meat 

=thank you .to the following Market. · ~-";~ · 
businesses who donated · 
.itemi{to the 2'606 ·rund:rais- · 
er: RDO Equipinent;Butler: 
Cpt Equipment, A.rt:zEqui~r. 
inent;Lake:Wood Mall,. ··· 
Taylor Seed,~F~er~-Union 
of Ferney, Dakota B-ank of i . 

-Ais&? a tfi~mk {<)~to all ' 
who ptir<;fi<!Sed tic_j{ets and 
attended the event. . 

,.,...if -•'• ·~ ,I ... .~ f ~ ;_ 
Verlin·stapge . 
Stratford American Liifion 
Post207 -
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TRACTOR PULL, STRATFORD COMMUNITY PARK 9-24-06 

On Left: Ronald (Jack) Gubin, long time organizer of Large attended 
tractor pull in the area 

Tractors arriving for the pull 
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Starting the pull - contestant Randy Stoltenberg 

9-2/i -06 

L toR: Concession workers, Eugene Face, Verlin Stange 
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PROPER FLAG DISPOSAL TRAINING AT ABERDEEN CHRISTIAN 

.. 

SCHOOL, ABERDEEN, SD 10-06-06 

~-~ 
}'' 

L to R: Herman Lier, Larry Nuprem Dist 14 Americanism Officer, Duane J ark, Jerry 
Wanttie, Vern Prickett, Greg Milbrandt,Thomas Saunders, Eugene Face 

L toR: Duane Jark, Jeny Wanttie, Vern Prickett, Greg Mi lbrandt, Thomas Saunders, 
Eugene Face 
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----
L toR: Duane Jark, Jerry Wanttie, Vern Jark at burn barrel, Greg Milbrandt, 
Thomas E. Sauders, Eugene Face, offering hand salute 

I ~~~j 

10-6-06 

Commander Saunders, explaining importance of ceremony 
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. . SOUTH DAKOTA LEGIOrt( NEWS 

demon-
er flag · K~8 o.Ltlle Baptist 

_Christian. School in Aberdeen;_SD~ {Leftto Right) Duane_ Jark, Gerald 
W anttie and Vern Prickett In the back row (left to. right) -

Greg Milbrandt, Thomas Saunders, and Eugene Face. 
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VETERANS DAY POT LUCK DINNER 11-12-06 

L to R: Commander Saunders, SD Departmental Commander Gunner 
Gaatrup at podium, Adj . Vern Prickett, Bonnie Reiss, President Post 207 
Auxiliary, Eugene Face Post Chaplain 

L to R: Vice Commander Greg Milbrandt & son, Mrs. Baatrup, Dept 
Commander Baatrup, Thomas E. Saunders 
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L to R: Commander Saunders, Departmental Commander Baatrup, Adj. 
Vern Prickett 

Marilyn Stange, displaying 50 yearmembership award, designed and 
made by Korinne Face 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 12-02-06 

L to R: Santa, aka Jerry Schley & two elves, Bonnie Reiss and Kristi 
Brunes 

L toR: Dick Ellingson Grandchildren, Landon, Taylor, Logan and 
Payton 
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Santa with Brian and Beth Hoeft children 

Nicole and Landon Ellingson on Santa' s lap 
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