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In the recording ¢f our state bistory one interesiving
arsa seems to have been overlooked, Traneporitetion has beesn
a vitsl festure in the gtate develovment. In the field of
transportation the streast rallwsy had a big pert., It is
curious, however, that so very 1lttle hod been written about
them in the many state historlies which have been pubiishked,
The emall cars whilch moved about severzl c¢f cur cltles in the
early ninetesn hundreds were largely ingtrumental in the oX-
pansion programs, The tywes of cers and variely of motive
power was equally interesting.

The 8¢ called 4rolley cars wers o be #eon In Sloux Fells,
Absrdeen, Rapld Clty, end betwsen Lead and Peadwood. Thess
cars wore propelled by eleotric metors which recelved thalr
power from an overhead wire, This wiro wae suspended 80 as 1o
be dlirectly ovsr tho mlddle of the tracke and wers abouit twalve
foet above tins strsst. In the case of Sicux Falls, Abordeen,
end Rapid Clty the cars were aboul twenty feelt long, ran on
four whesls and would carry twenty to twenty-five patsengers.
In nost cages they were opsrated by a molopinon sxd & conductor
bandled the pacoengers and collected the farszs, Tho line from
Lead Yo Deadwood featursd o doublz 4ruck type of cazxr which
mesns two sate of four wheels, This permitted a larger car
which would carry un to fifty passengers., 4 motorman aad
conductor algo mads up the orsw of these sers, In all cases

the ocers moved elong the middle of the styests with freguent
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possing areas so that several cars could bhoe going la esach
direction, In every case the pitles had some sort of parhk
eress outalde the ¢ity limlts to whbish many perdons went during
the summer montihs, Usuelly the regulnr cara hauled vhatl was
celled an opon car along behind 4in the surnmer, These cars dld
not have any sidos, just soms reillings to ksep the passengers
from falling out, Many were the gay crowds whlch went to the
parks 1n those days.

Previous 1o the straeet cars (cleotric) scime cities had
heree oar trensportasiion. 48 early &8 befors 1200 Sloux Falls
haed & line which rvan feom the Milweukee Dspot to thse Bouth Sloux
Falls arsa, Rapid 0Lty bad a horse car line and so &id Plerrs,
Great intercst was exprossed in the opening of the Plerre lins,
The stopry haes it thal to creato veal interest an aunctleon would be
conducted for the Tirst ticket, 48 the result of thls auctlcn,
£105,00 was raised for the first ride and one B. H, Rochs ob-
tained the first tilckot for $65,00. The officlal »ide got
under way at ons minute past four on the sfterncon of Wedneaday,
Septenber 23, 1885, With eomocwhat s8imilar excltement, but no
auction, the Sloux Falls horee care started runalng on MNovembonr.
%, 3887. Rapld City cterted proceedings at about the seme time.

4 mora intrigulng operation was in Hitohell, In the inte~
rests of opening and promoting a subdivision, 8 line was lald
along ocnoe of the maln siresnte for sight or ten blocks, On this
perfeotly stralght scctlion of treck, one cor moved to and frow
the sukdlivislon, Thls wes in operatvlon for about thres years
from 1916, It would have continued but for o stoke of fate

whereby the owner could not appear at the city council %o rensw
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his franchlee, Scne disinterested menbsrs of the council voied
hin out. The line was sabandoned, the car hauled out infto &
convenient vecant lot where e¢bildren used it foyr a play house
neny yeare, The car was propelled by a gasoline engine and
wewld caprry fifteen to twentiy persons,

The line between Lsed and Deazdwocd cut in the hills was
neet unique, Whers 21l the cther operations wewre known &g
standard gauge, meaning four feet and elpght inches betwson the
ralls, the one out there was only three feet, This noant 1t
was better possible for the cars 1o nogotiate the narrow ravines
between ths twd towna., This wes tho cnly lntsrurban épar&%ian
An the state, The blg forty foot cars with green plush covored
seats were rathor wenderful in thelr splendor, One o7 them can
8till be se¢on in ench town es lunch ccunterc. This lino carrled
out its dutlces Ffrom 1902 until 1924,

Probably ths nmost sursrising infornation gained In the
study of this type of troasportation in our stets ls the faot
that Scotland, Bouth Dokota at one tine had & street railway
systen, IY.-compared fevorably with many of the other lines,

One clé tiner wes heard to say, "Maybe our line isa't as loag
&6 8Some cf the others btud 1% sure 1s just a3 wide,”

The rottle and the elatter of the clty trclley carc has

faded from the dnlly routine but uany persons ocan rsngnber baing

"Jolly on the Troiley” vhen they were younger.
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