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Inmmun LUmLIUm CI1UItCf1 (1963) 

1006 North First Street 

\'Cilh the last service April 7,1963 in the 1924 church on 
North Third Street, the congregation moved to the First 
Street location where they celebrated on i\l:\y 12 with a 
cornerstone laying and dedication. Ground breaking 
had begun in June 1962. A dis tinct architectural fearure 
is the Sleep gabled roof covering the rock-walled south 
end of the chancel comrasted to the lower indine of 
the gable roof Q\-er the remainder of the church. The 
intenor fearurcs an I ___ shaped building which combines an 
educational unit, parish hall and sanctuary on one Roor. 
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Educational Unit 1962 
Sanctuary 1911-1962 

Present name assumed at merger with E\Oangclical United 
Brethren Church after union of Methodist and l'. lethodist 
Episcopal churches in 1939. Rev. \X'illiam I I yde organized 
the Methodist church August 1886 and ralS<.'<l funds for 
a church on the site of lhe current communit}, cemer. 
Outgrowing the old church, the congregation built a brick 
one all the same lot. The older building was moved to a 
f.'lrm. As membership grew they had to decide to remodel 
or build ane\\, They broke ground Nm'embcr 19, 1961 
on a full cit}, block donated by Ethel R.'lgds. On June 17, 
1962 the educational un.it was completed and used as a 
temporary sanctuary. Between 1966 and April 7. 1968 
the sanctuary was built. Note the eye-catching sib'llage 
and Christ-like figure with dove on the exterior cement 
pillars of the sanctuary and the cross atOp a brick chimney 
looming skyv.--ard. As a reminder of the former church the 
bell from the 1911 building has been positioned on a brick 
base opposite the educational unit. 
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(1911) rmST FnrSDnmIlm CI1UITcn 
300 North Main Street 

Groton's third oldest church building was built at a cost 
of less than $30,000 III 1911. Thi~ brick church has 
a sanctuary in the shape of a half round amphitheater 
with sloping: floor. The basement COntains cating spaces 
and a fellowship room. The mam floor contains office, 
classroom and sanctuary. An elevator provides access 
since there arc many stairs to climb in the front entrance. 
There arc many stained glass windows with symbolic 
icons throughout the church. Eye-catching features arc 
the gothic tower and gothic arched entryways. 

GITOTOn CI1ITISnnn nnD f1lSSIOnnITI 
nnmncr CI1UITcn 

706 North Main Street 

Former Saint Johns Catholic Church 
(1 908-09) 

One of 1\ .... 0 remaining original churches built in Groton, 
this 30' x 64' church was constructed in the Spring of 1907 
rhrough Fall 1908 outside the eirr limits south of ~lain 
Street and was moved to the present site across from ci~' 

park in July 1909. Remodeled in the late 19405. worker; 
raised the church to install a new basement with kitchen 
and dining room. Member Mati Reed, who had mastered 
the rhythm of tolling, rang the bells until his death in 1965. 
Other renovations occurred in 1966 and in 1973. when 
electronic bells were installed. They rang at 8 a.m., 2 p.m 
and 6 pm for Angelcs prayer and 5 minutes before Sunday 
and week-day mass. Dedication of a new addition to the 
north occurred February IS, 1976. It~ cross-topped spire 
and irs bell tower loom skyward and attract the eyc. Its 
windows and entrywllYS fellture pointed archcs. A stepped 
porch lellds to double doors flanked by dong:ucd arched 
windows Additions may be seen in the rellr and right side. 
The C &,.\[ A congregation occupied it after the Catholics 
mm--ed in 1997. 
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ST. rLIl11IJrnr 11nn SLIon cmnOLIc cnUItCtl 
107 East 7th Avenue 

After serving as a mission church 1908--1921 and a parish 
church after July 10,1921 at the r-.bin Street location, the 
congregation moved to this site for vaned reasons: need 
for a youth educational center, a larger fellowship hall for 
weddings and funemls, more scating and sanctuary space, 
and the need to make the church handicap accessible. 
Planning for the new church began in February \994 and 
the final move occurred in 1997. Ross and Anna Funk 
who had financed the bells in the old church also laid 
financial foundations for the new comple.x Note the name 
change from the Main Street name to tbe present one. 

Occupying a corner lot at the intersection of 7th A\'cnue 
and 1st St, lhe church features a canopy supported by 
brick pillars covering the main cnt.r:lnce which leads imo a 
kitchcn-feUowship haU to the left, educational classrooms 
to the rear and a sancruary fa the right. Adjacent to the 
entry canopy, a cross protrudes from a brick base attracting 
the cye and reminding the vicwer that the building is a 
spiritual worship and educational cemcr despitc lack of 
spire and beU tower as in the old church. 
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SOlOOl GItOUI1DS IlS SOCIIll 
~~~' ~ IlI1D LLIlItI1II1G CrmLItS 

(1935) GItOTOI1 mGt! SCt!OOl 
125 Eas t 4 th Avenue 

Groton High Sch ool (\935) 
and Arcna (2002) 

Groton's brick school of 1889 was demolished in early 
June 1934 in order to build a new school on that site. In 
mid-March 1935 the new school opened for students 
who had been attending classes in the i'.lerhodist church. 
The indepmdflll newspaper praised the school as a mca.m 
to atll'Jct large crowds fo r SpOrtS and increase studcm 
enrollment: "\'{Ie have elevated the biggest business 
in Groton to an educational service station for the 
surrounding countryside." P\'\?A grants and loans helped 
finance this during the depression. t\ white Bedford stone 
strip. twO or three fee t above the foundation extended 
around the building. Walls above the foundation were 13 
inches thick. Extensive remodeling took place in [957, 
and to the west an addition was built for the shop, band 
and commercial depanmem. In 1967 further remodeling 
occurred. In 1970, a nC\\-· :luditQnum was built. and In 

2002 an arena WIIS added. 
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GnOTOIT ICI SKIUII1G FOITD 
IlITD CIlnI1IVIlL or SILVm SKIUIS 
Between East 4th and 5th Avenues 
Behind Groton High School 

One half-block 10 the east of the high school of 1935 
is a skating pond developed :IS a mid-winter activity 
sinc~ \938. nlis photo focuses on the 5ite to enable the 
viewer at any season to visualize the location. The Big 
Tent, where 12Sth anniversary activities were held, helps 
in this "isuali:r.ation. It begnn in rhe winter of 1938 as a 
hockey and skating competition and exhibition site. In 
1941 music, c\ectrie spotlights and crowning of a king 
and queen added to the allure and populariry of the event. 
Except for the war years 1943-45, this has been an annual 
e\'ent which in 1949 was officially termed "The Carnival 
of Silver Sk:ucs". In 1952 the rink was enlarged to 200' 
x 90', Scenery, props and costumes cnli"cncd the event. 
In 1969 a new warming house replaced one cippt.-d down 
by winds. Billed as the "longest running, most colorful 
amateur ice skating show in the Midwest," the carnival 
involves community and youth from ages fom to high 
school and strengthens parent and child relationships. 
In 2004, school parking 101 needs for the new arena 
expansion rcquirt-d some reduction in rink ~ize. The west 
side of Groton, ncar the soccer and baseball complex, is 
endsioned for the future pond. Howcyer, the site remains 
in usc for the time being and is mailllained by the city. 
i\lany memories linger with this traditional site. 

n~IOA[( GftOTon · II 

UND ER TI lE BIG TENT; 
GROTOJ\; CIIAUTAUQU.l\ 
1913-1928 AND 
i\IID-SUi\ Ii\ IER 51 10\'('5 
1929-1930 

As in viewing the ice skating site, the 
viewer must exercise imagination 
triggered by the following descriprion!\ to 
visualize the big tent c...xpcricnce listening 
to speakers, actors., and musicians as a 
means to escape from the ordinary pace 
of life. 

The Big Tem of 2006 on the high school 
grounds brought people together to 

celebrate the 125th anniversary. Such a 
tent also drew crowds in the yt"ars 1913-
30 to the high school grounds. H:lVing 
experienced chautau'lua during Park 
Week at Tacoma Park since 1898. Groton's 
Countrr Club and later the Commercial 
Club sponsored its own chautaugua for 
2S years beginning in 1913. Held in June 
or early July. these wt'ek-long meetings 
attracted hundreds to the school grounds 
and the Big Tem. SaJe of season tickets 
financed this effon to improve local 
social life. Chautauqua's purpose during 
the five !() six da}' period was to instruct, 
not entertain, although that became 
marc important in 1928-30. Publicity 
of June 1921 urged "hitch old Dobbin 
[Q the shay, and come. .. come III your 
silk shorts, your O\'crnlls. your ginghams, 
your best silk dress, or come in a Ford 
but be sure and come, Listen to men who 
have something to say and know how 
to sar il, and know when to stop wh(;:11 
they're done. Even a horse needed an 
occasional vacacion." Chautauqua served 
as a temporary escape from problems, a 
vanallon of routine, a place to meet old 
friends and new people. 



GItOTOI1 ILII1II1TI\ItY SCnOOL 
810 North First Street 

Bctwccn East 7th Avenue and East 9th Avenue a new 
IS·room elementary school along with high school 
rcnO\'1l.rions and addition Wl.'re authorized by bond issue 
in No\'embcr 1967. Built in 1968, the elementary school, 
designated by an attractive wooden sign on the lawn 
art."a, is of modernistic design. Its one-story, brick walls 
which curve over the block-long terrain arc atlractive and 
COntraST to the older, multi-storied schools which require 

an upward look rather than a lower eye scan. 
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I1mn SntEn ~,~/U. 
walking tour 
introduction: route and map of tour blocks 

The three blocks of l\!orrh Main Street between Railroad Avenue and 
Third Avenue comain only one long block on the streer's west side. 
This IS because First Avenue SlOpS when it joins with Main instead of 
proceeding to meeT Second Streer as Railroad Avenue and Second and 
Third Avenues do. In carlier dOles the third block had morc business 
establishments, but in 2006 ther arc limited to the Dakota Press on the 
corner of 2nd Ave. and Main and a coffee shop on "~St Main. On the 
block's cast ~idc ;\fcGannon Plumbing and I lcaring represents private 
enterprise while the corner post office and irs adjacCllt city libmr}" and 
city hall serve the public. E:u:licr Main Street buildings, usually [hose with 
two stories. were often referred to as blocks in that each had various 
officc!! and busincsses within the one large building The railroad tracks 
emerged :11'. the dh'ision between North and South Main Street. 

• • • • • • • • • • 



This walking tour begins with Main Street's cast side on Block 7 three 
buildings from the corner of second Avenue and Main and proceeds to 
describe buildings and lots between Second and First Avenues in Block 
6. At First Avenue a pause is made to visit the James Vallcy Telephone 
Building, a block caST of ~ rain Street. T hen we return to Main, resuming 
a tour of Block 5 as far as Railroad Avenue before crossing to the street's 
west side. Moving nOrlh from Railroad Avenue, we proceed along this 
long block to the corner of Second Avenue. lne Main Street tour ends 
with the tv..u buildings at the south end of Block 7. 

Note the roof lines and the architectural features distinguishing one 
bull{ling from another. Also notc the spacing in which building heights 
alternate between single and t\vo-storr structures. The size, number and 
placement of lower level display \vindows also contribute to the building's 
character and its previous and past usage. Emryways and signage arc 
further clues to building identit}~ Such impressions help create an ovcrall 
street profile. Since west fo.lain Street's fi re of 1890, brick has been thc 
chief exterior facing of fo. 1ain StreeT buildings. Surviving buildings date 
from 1892 to 1995. One m.'W building appeared in 2002. Find cvidence 
of a blending of new and older materials and st}·les. Note the placement 
and number of lamp posts. Since 1922, from the rail station to the park, 
Groton has prided itself on 'a white way" of larger lights and more stress 
on public lighting. Note what space is provided for parking so important 
in the automobile era. 

When the automobile revolution was in full swing in the 1920s, the 
widening and gr.lYeling of Groton's original din streets, including Main 
Street, took place as a means (0 make Groton more attractive. Paving 
replaced the graveled three blocks of the business section as well as 
the new cutOff on Highway 12 in November 1941. No more COStS for 
watering down gravel! Less dust on store counters and shelves! The 
most recent Main Street repaving and replacement of below-surface 
in(mStructure occurred in 2005. 
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I1CGIlnIIOII nUI1DIIIG IlIID mmIIIG (1947) 

211 North Main St ree t 
Lots 11 and 12 Block 7 

•••••• 

'nlCSC lots passed through at Icast three owners between 
1903-1947. Constructed in 1947 for Harland Clark and 
Lynn Bowles, this building was a base for selling farm 
implements until the mid-19SOs. Thereafter if housed dry 
cleaning establishments. In January 1988 Don I loops sold 
it to David l\IcGannon for his plumbing business. 

Architecturally. dtis Quonset-type structure with its 
false brick front conceals the basic metal structure. This 
combination appears unique to GrOton as there are ,"cry 
few of these Quonsets surviving in an urban setting. 1.0 
the post \'(orld \'(Iar n era building materia[~ were scarce 
and reliance on Quonset hUL~ was onc solution to scarcity. 
Note the signagc, the center brick parapet, the large front 
windows and the street level emry which focus the ere on 
this fa~ade. 

WIlGr I1rI10ITmL LIDITIlITY IlIID CITY tIIlLL (1968) 

201 North Main Street 
Origina l Pla t, Lots 7 and 8 
Block 7 

As early as the 1930s voluntary efforts of citizens and 
thc Merifu Library and Social Club laid foundations for 
the present library. Over the decades the Iibmrr moved 
frequentl), from one building to another until this building 
was constructed in 1968. The Empire I lmel at the 
southv."est corner of Main where me present American 
Legion Building is located, w:lS one site. The rear of the 
Broobcrg building and a drugstOre in the northern half o f 
the present Tiger's Den Youth Center were also library sites. A space was found next to the 1883 Bank 
of GrotOn & POSI Off1cc building where III the past boxing and o ther viewmg C\'cnts occurred. The 
William \'('ages, in cooperation \\;th contractors, were responsible for the present building, which was 
completed in October 1968 and dedicated Noycmber 12 of that year. This public building abo house~ 
city government including offices for the auditor, police station and cit}, council chambers. In 1998 
a peaked roof improved appearance and weather protection. In 1999 central air provided additional 
comfOrt. In 1968 the adjacent post office, the tWO-storied former Bank of Groton, loomed O\'er this 
single story building. t\frer 1990 a one-stOrr post off1ce next door brought similarity to this corner with 
f\\.."O more modern, single story sU"Ucrures dominating the strectscape. t\ plallue \\'ith librar\" name and 
date of construction rests on the brick fa~adc to the right of the cntryway. 

• ImTOI.lC (inman· IS 
• 

• 



(1990) u.s FasT orncr 
201 North Main Street 

Origina l Plat, Lots 7 and 8 
Block 7 

Although a poslo'll service website may substitute for a visit 
to the Groton POSt orfice and patrons ha,"c been urged to 
"log on and step into a post office and skip the trip", the 
post office has been a trndicionn! place for locals to meet. 
[n 1990 the current building replaced the t\vo-story brick 
"Bank of Grmon" building of 1883, probably Groton's 
first brick building which was stuccoed by the laiC 19705 
and demolished in 1988. With the First National Bank 
moving into new quarters in 191 t, the poSt office moved 
into the old bank building in 1912 and remained there 
until replaced by [he curren! post office building in 1990. 
The POSt office's second storr housed offices and in 
the late 1940s-50s the American Legion Post #39 club. 
~[iJwaukce trains delivered mail beginning July 13, 1881 
and the C & N W mail service began December 15, 1887. 
llauling mail by cart from the depot to the POSt office 
became a tradicional acci\'it)' during the 1920s uncil truck 
transport of mail began. 

Especially in the morning, Grotonites frequented [he Main 
Street pO~1 office with it~ 500 lock boxes in 1921 or irs 728 
boxes in 2CKl6, and its st.'lmp and moncy order windo\\"~. A 
morning encoumer with mhers inside or outside the POSt 
office w:!.:> for many a welcomed ritual of small town life 
and could lead to sharing coffee time at one of the loc:!.1 
restaurants. To promote morc cfficicOl commurucation, 
the postal system adopted a nacional zip code system. 
Effecti\'e July [, 1963 Groton's was 57445. 

In comrasting the new and the old post office building note 
the flat roof of the older one compared to the gable roof 
of the mher. Other di~tinctions were more windows in 
the (wo-stor)" building and a closer proximity to sidewalks 
while m(' curreOl Structure has less window space and has 
landscape inset from the street and sidewalks. The older 
building was 50 feet in length and 30 feet wide compared 
to the newer one whIch is 25 feet long and 33 feet wide 
and contains 728 lock boxes. 

nl~ronl( GnQron '16 
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Historic Groton: 
A Walking/ Driving Tour 
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I1IUI1 smUT rIlST SIDr ~,.",~·~m~M 
walking tour 

11-1£ LOTS ON MAIN STREET'S EAST SIDE IN BLOCK 6 HOLD ONLY THREE BUlLDlNGS 
ALTERNATING W'lTI! PARKlNG/DTSPLtW 5P;\CE5. AS A RESULT, THIS BLOCK Ill\S A LESS 
CRQ\IDrn APPEARANCE THAN BLOCKS FURTHER SOUTH AND ACROSS THE STREET ON 
TI IE WEST SIDE OF MA.IN. 1100V'EVER, THERE WAS A TIJ\'lE, \X' HEN BUILDINGS OCCUPIED 
THOSE SPACES. 

rrOI1rm rorrD snOWrrOOI1 (1992) 

Corner 2nd Avenue and North Main Street 
Lots 17 and 18 Block 6 

Former Trail Chevrolet Building (1962-1993) 
Former Yellowstone Garage (1915-1920) 

II . D. Cassels in 1915 acquired these lots for a garage 
which replaced a four-lane bowling alley that moved to the 
south end of east Main Street, Known as the Yellowstone 
Garage after the Yellowstone Trail which passed through 
Groton, it serviced vehicles duting the automobile boom. 
In 1920 G roton Auto and Tractor company moved into 
the building. However, as a result of rucs dC\'astating 
most of the structurc in 1921, Groton AutO moved to 
the Tolvstad Building. When Herb Cassels repaired the 
building in the 19205 hc and Edwards operated the garage 
there until dle), moved into the south addition of Cassels' 
Block. The garage's second Aoor housed offices and 
later apartments. In 1935 the Groton Auto and Tractor 
Company, now controlled by ;"l.ilo Cook and BiU Rock, 
returned to the Yellowstone Garage and added a line of 
farm machinery to the auto line. In 1963 Chuck Porter 
purchased the business which continued under a new 
name: "Trail Chevtolet and Olds Company". In 1967 
Poner sold his interest to Orville Schaller. After 25 years 
Trail Chevrolet, in which Bill Rock was involved, moved 
to a strategic spot at the intersection of Highways 12 and 
37. After 18 months, the POSt Office vacated the former 
Yellowstone Garage and Chevrolet building. In 1992, 
Pioneer Ford bought the Chevrolet Building from the 
Rock Family. Currently that building serves as an indoor 
show room fo r Pioneer Ford which stresses its role as a 
downtown establishment. 

At the Jul}' 2006 celebration one observer (related TO 

previous Chevrolet building owner Milo Cook) noted that 
is was 'very st.range" to view the old CheYTolet building as 
a Pioneer Ford showroom. 

Form" Yello/llf/olle Ctlragl'-1916 
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DISFUU fU1D FllITKII1G LOTS 

•••••••• 

North Main Street 
Lots 15, 16 and 14 

Empt}' lots ha\'c a hislOrr- Between the Ford building 
of 1913 Qars 13-12) and 101 17 (the Chevrolcr garage) 
three buildings occupied lots 16, 15 and 14 prior to 
1921. On lot 14 stood the Jay Rcc\'cs Building (1885-
en 1920). As postmaster, Reeves moved the post office 
10 his building where it remained until 1912. Hen:, the 
Groton lndcpendcm \\11,5 published for many years umil 
it mo\'cd to the Cassels Block across the street. About 
1921 fire destroyed the buildings on lOts 14. 15, andl6. 
Then \Villiam and ~bry l\lcissncr bought ,,\team lot 14 
and hired Roy Richards to build the Groton Bakery. 
When they moved to the east side of ,\Iain in 1940, the 
\\Ieissners solei the building to Fred Bowles. Pioneer Ford 
now utilizes the bakery building. 

The [WO-story building of 1887 on adjacent 1m I 5 hou~ 
a furniture/undertaking parlor. Lot 16 adjacent to the 
future Chevrolet garage had been the site of Theo and 
Ross Funk's hardware until 1917 when ther moved somh 
into Block 5 to continue the hardware business .. The fire 
of 1921 de\'astated these m'o buildinb'S and damaged the 
corner auto g:tr.lge. Years passed and in 1940 Milo Cook 
and Bill Rock of Groton Auto and Tractor Company 
bought lots IS and 16 for auto display purposes-used 
by the YellowsTOne GatabTC and later by Chevrolet dealers. 
While walking ~Iajn Street in September 1941, reporter 
Luther Falk nmed display 1m 16 cordoned off from 
and back by stec\ fencing. Thus., lots 15 and 16 vacated 
by fire have functioned as autO display lots and the 
bakery Structure sen'cd automotive purposes. Tlus usage 
symbolizes the autO age which replaced livery stables 
occupying this area in the 1880s and 1890s, Also, lot 
history re\'eals the Chewolet/ Ford competition as each 
reached OUt for adjacent lots and buildings to display or 
set'\~ce their wares. 

nmOlIJ( Gftoron ·t8 
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F10mm ranD (1913) 

111 North Main Street 

East Lots 12 and 13 and Adjacent Lot 14 
Block 6 

Fred Bowles secured this 101 from his brother Wesley 
who bought it in 1913. T he Bowles p revious First Avenue 
building had burned June 17, 1911. During 1911·13 they 
retooled nnd built the Ford Building on this lot. Fred 
Bowles spent 34 years in the auto business. In 1940 
Fred purchased the adjacent. one-slory Meissner bakery 
building of 1921-22 on lot 14 when the bakery moved 
across the street to the Cassels Block. IT functioned as 
an office and parts depanment for rhe Bowles and Sour 
t>. lotor Company. Retiring in 1945, he sold the business 
to 5011 Don and son-in-law Dale Sour. When Don left 
in 1947 for a business venture in Webster, Harold Sour, 
brother of Dale, and Jack Mahan became pan owners. At 
rnat time the name changed to Pioneer Ford. In 1977 Jack 
Mahan and his son Tom bought out the Sour interests. 
Pioneer Ford still utili7.es the adiacent bakery building as 
part of its operation. 

DISFUU ruID FIlnKII1G LOTS 
• Lots 10 and 11 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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In September 1941 reporter Luther Falk walked Main 
norjng the status of lots bet\l:eell First Avenue's corner 
First National Bank and Second Avenue's corner 
Chevrolet !,rnrage. The Deit7. Drug store ~ot 10) stood 
deserted as Clayton DeirJ.: had bought the Anderson Drug 
and moved to the east side of i\ lain. l ie also noted the 
empty Anderson & Frank meat market ~ot 11). 

In 1915 Clayton Dietz began his drug store on lease 
with purchase in 19 19. lie remained until 194 1 when 
he purchased Anderson D rug in Block 5. Melvin Sippel 
purchased the building in 1946 and demolished it. Bowles 
and Sour Ford Motor Company eventually bought it fo r 
an auto lot. The meat market building (lot 11) was torn 
down after sale to Fred Bowles and Dale Sour in the early 
1940s. It tOO is pari of the large display lor adiacent to the 
current Pioneer Ford building. 
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(1997) FJl.II1TS 'II' nOnE STOnr 
101 North Main Street 

Lot 9 Block 6 

First National Bank of Groton (1911-1975) 
Country Security Building (1975-1997) 

This location served as an early hotd site from 1881-1906. 
The scene of rown social ijfe, under earlier names of the 

York Hotel and the Belding House, it continued that role 
as the Grand Central in 1889 when John and Josephine 
Sieh became the new owners. From 1893 to 1906 sc,'crai 
proprietors managed it before lire damaged the entire 
structure in 1906. \'':lorkers demolished the shell to build 
the First National Bank in 1911. PersolUlel moved to this 
site from the old (1883) Bank of GrOton which became 
the post office in 1912. 

The new bank featured offices in the upper tel'c]. Ferner 
Farmers Cooperative Elevator's general office moved here 
in 1917 and remained until 1971 when that office moved 

to the elevator on Railroad Avenue. In 1935 Aberdeen's 
First National Bank purchased assetS of the GrOton Bank. 
That connection remained unci! Wells Fargo took over the 
First National system. 

When the.: new First National Bank was built in 1975, 
this building ser\'ed other purposes under the new name 
"T he Country Security Building". i-. lore recently this 1911 
building houses PaintS N to. lore on the first Aoor. Doug 

and Toby Doeden's renovations include restoration of 
classic stained glass windows, ceilings and walls. The bank 
vault, open to public view, serves store purposes. T he 
upstairs as well as the main floor has been lrnnsformed 
into a Christmas store as is advertised by the signage and 
decorations over the Milln Street cntr}'. This Structure is 
one of Main Street's most elegant buildings and continues 
to serve the communit), well. 
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lImES VIlULY nnmonE COOFLrtIlTrVLI913) 
235 East first Avenue 

Former Groton -Ferney Mutual Telephone Company (1905) 
Headquarters' Building (1958) 

Supporting the extensive GrOton trade area is a V:lst coverage of telephone exchanges and lines by the 
James River Telephone Cooperative, headquartered in Groton. t\ map of July 1989 re"eals that area of 
influence which coYers fivc counues and 5 exchanges in an :lrca of 1000 square miles. Since 1996 this 
area has doubled in size duc to acquisition of nye U.S. \X'est exchanges. 

• This coop<:rati\"(~'s origins go back (0 1905 when the Groton-Ferney !\Iutual Telephone Company was 
• organized. E\'cn before that Aberdeen's J. L \X: Zietlow provided Grown ",th service about 1887 by 
• building a line from Bath to Groton. I lis company was the Dakota Ccntr:ll Telephone Company. This 
• was the ern of non-private lint:s and operator assistance. On an implement dealer's 10l operated by 
• ~likc Boult:r 1899-19J6 the GrOlon-Ferney company remodelc::"d the building. Thereafter, the theme of 
• telephone development was remodeled buildings and improved service. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

The James Valley Telephone Cooperative was incorporated September 8, 1951 with purchase of majority 
stock. On December 31, 1951 this company became the successor ot Groton-l:erncy. In order to s<."Cure. 
a REA loan James Valley had to acquire the property of Groton-Ferney Company, and with financial 
assistance from Northern Electric Cooperative this occurred. On r-.:ov 9, 1953 the loan was approvoo 
and the company took o\'er the Groton-Ferney offices. In 1955 they expanded office space using the 
Cassels Block while renovation occurred in the old facility. 

In 1958 James Valley purchased the Berry & Werth Building one block east of Main Street. On ~larch 
21,1959 they held an open house in the 6100 square foot facility which included a community room. 
In 1970 that room became office and conference room space. In 1974 a steel warehouse helped to 
tempomril)' resolve space problems. In 1981 -82 the company engaged in cable TV construction requiring 
a new cquipment room and a I OO-foof tower adjacent (0 the headquarters. In 1996 extensive rc::modeling 
occurred to accommodate purchase of fi\'e U.S. \\:.'est exchanges. Further expansion took place in 2002 
and 2003. including a garage, a new generator and office space. 

• Great changes came to the delivery system. By 1970, eight-party aerial lines vanished. In their place 
• were buried storm-proof, one-party lines. Thus,James Valley has brought touch tone dialing, cable and 
• satellite TV and digital Cable TV to the Groton area and to an even wider region. Distance has been 
• con<lucred in the vast spaces of the Dakotas, and an improved ~Iualit)' of life is associated with rhis 
• Groton based firm. 
• 
• 
• 
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(1892) mE IJITOOIJmG IJLOCK 
27 North Main Street 

Lots 20 and 19 
Block 5 

In 1892 ]:rank G. Brooberg purchased two lots, removed the corner building, and built a two-story brick 
building on an Ortonville STone foundation. For 14 years this building stood alone on that block until its 
neighbor, the Townsend building, was constructed in 1906. First used as a clothing STore the Broobcrg 
l'.lercantilc Company's department store added It grocery department IOw:\rd the building's rear with 
access throu~ It north entrance on First A,·cnue. The from, divided 1010 a north and south section, 
featured women and children's clothing on the north and men's wcar and a lailor in the SQuth front. 
Brooberg moved to Minneapolis in 1914. Ilis name lived on, etched in the building's upper story. Three 
years after purchase of the Plum line Dcpartmcm Store in the Ca~sels block, a reorganized Bradshaw 
and Archer Co. purchased in December 1918 the stock and fixrures of the Brooberg l\, lercamile Co. In 
spring 1919 they remodeled the Brooberg building and built a 30' x 50' PitS! A\'enue addition 10 the back 
of the building. 

Over time ,'aried stores occupied the lower floor, Offices and (after 1937) apartments occupied the 
second floor. The public library \\."as housed there in the early 1930s. After two rears in the Cassels 
Block, Sippel's market moved here in 1937; Gambles serviced customers 1941-1948 in the north sect jon. 
\'Uhen Gambles left, Sippel incorporated the Gamble section into a hrger grocery store. Sipple leased 
the grocery department to Red Owl Stores about 1950 bur continued their business in the back portion 
of the building. About 1970 Red Owl continued under new management as Jerry's Red Owl. From 
1976 to 2005 Ken's Fairway Foods of Aberdeen operated a branch store here. In 2006 its floor spaces 
stand empty fLwaiting a new occupant; its upper floor rents Out as a s[Qrage fLrea-a victim of Highwa}' 
12's growing influence on Main Street. Before 1940 the YeUows[Qne Trail was a part o f l\,lain Street and 
brought business and traffic problems downtown. The cutoff curve of 1940 initiated a trend in which 
more GrOton bUliinesses developed along highway 12. 

l\;Otc the course belt which divides the first and second floors and the bracketed cornice below the roof 
line. The live ~I:un Street display windows so \'isible in earlier photos ha\'e been recently co\"(:rcd up. 
Three sets of paired windows mark the upper floor on "lain Street and nine upper floor windows mark 
the First Street, second-floor fat;adt:, Compared to mode(n windows, those of that era were elongated to 
lighten the interiors as much as possible in the absence of modern, reliable lighting systems. 
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mE TOwnsEnD DLOCK (1906) 

25 North Main Stree t 
Lots 17 and 18 
Block 5 

John Towmcnd acquired lots 17 and 18 in 1905 and in 
cooperation with Frnnk Brooberg planned the present 
building with Brooberg securing a half interest in the wall 
bcl:\wen the two strucrurcs. I jke the Bmobcrg building, 
this was divided into lower floor north, south and center 
sections, and it housed varied businesses, especially drug 
and hardware SlOres. It tOO has a second floor, used for 
professional offices. N'OIC the paired windows and a belt 
course separating the £\\'0 floors. Its rooftop is split by a 
raised cornice situated between two brick pillars in a style 
similar to [.h:n of the 1905 f>.rillcr block across the strct:1. 
In 1917 Townsend sold to another who in rurn sold the 
building in 1919 to Theodore and Ross Funk who had 
occupied the site since 1917. 

This building most recently contained the Yolk Drug in 
the 19705 and 19805 and Lori's Pharmacy which moved 
10 a First Avenue and Highway 12 location in 2006. The 
north section housed Groton Electric Company and 
about 1932 the flome Electric Company, which sold the 
first electric n::frigcrntors (impacting local dependence on 
ice boxes). From the 19405, the city auditor operated from 
Ihis ~ite before moving to the new library building in 1968. 
The south section featured :In earlier cafe and one in the 
19305. The city li'luor store operated from here in the 
1 950s. In the late 1960s an t\ppliance and Furniture and 
Floor Covering business began. By 1970 a western wear 
business - the "Saddle and flarness Shop"- occupied 
that section. In 1980, Hair Express, a barber shop, set up 
business. The Funks, in the hardware business, opcrnted 
the center section and the hOle! above on the second Aoor. 
'nleir owneNhip of the building ended in 1963. From 
1954 to 1965 the Gullickson Ilard\\-"l\re headquartered 
here. Then E.d Ackerson Hardware occupied the center 
section but continued the Gullickson name as Plumbing, 
Ileating and Trenching. 
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(1 905) SCnLTIKLL ]) LOCK 
23 North Main Street 

Lots 14, 15 and 16 
Block 5 

In 2006 this rwo-story brick block building stands in the middle of this block sandwiched by rhe 1906 
Townsend Building on the nonh and on the south by the 1972 JWlgle L:me5 and Lounge. which occupies 
the sife of the: former two-story wooden funk-Bowden harness shop that burned in 1954. Charles and 
Jlcnry Schinkel purchased lot 15 in 1905 to link wi.th lots 14 and 16 secured by Charles Schinkcl in 1902. 
'nle Schinkel building, as the Brooberg and Townsend buildings, included three sections within the 
one building but had grt."ater ;\lain Street footage than the other twO Ix-<:ause it covered three lots. The 
middle section, 101 15, housed a barbershop 1912 to about 1962 when barber James EUsbury retired. 
rrom the 19405 to 1955 beauty parlor services were added. In dle 19505 Erdman Electric remodeled 
the space as pan of an adjacent hardware store which had mo\'ed from the recently purchased William 
runk hard\\-'are busine~s across the street. Funk had used space in the Schenkel building for harness shop 
storage. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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The south ~eccion, lot 14, operated as a restaurant uncil1919 and served as a cigar, candy and soft drink • 
parlor into the 1920s afler which I :unk and Bowden bought the south pan for expanding their machinery • 
business. In the 1950s it became Pack), McFarland's tavern. In the 1960s that area became a launderette. • 
i\ ~fairwa? dividing the south and center sections led to a second-story hotel, later changed to aparrments. • 
·nle upper !loor of this building did not house offices as did the Broobcrg and Townsend blocks. • 

·nle north portion had separate entrances and became a movie theater \duch became a reference poiOl 
to nearby restaurants who used the locational guide "across from the theater". In 1914 the Cozy Theater 
opened to usher in the era of silent movies uncil1930 when the sound er .. began under new management 
and with a new name - the State. A new onop)' identified the sife. Passing through a mirrored lobb~; 
patrons walked down a single, heavily carpeted center aisle into a theater seating about 300 people. 
Movies drew crowd~ from four counties and became the pride of Main Street, adding to the town's 
recreational dimensions. ,\fovie time was mostly a night-time occasion 10 accommooate rural £-umers' 
working schedules. 

Note the gable roof line in tbe centcr section with irs ocular window and the decorative corbel bands 
above the windows and along the roof line. A dark course band defines the beginning of the upper level 
floor and highlights that floor. 
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JUI1GLL LImES IlI1D LOUI1GE (1972) 
9 North Ma in Street 
Lots 12 and 13 
Block 5 

An age and architectural difference stands QUI berwcen the 
three previous buildings and this Structure of 1972 on lots 
12 and 13. ,\ fire 111 1971 burned Groton's S & A bowling 
alley located at the junction of Ilighways 12 and 37. This 
led to the search for a new site on lower Maio Street. 
Lot 13 had been meant ~snce a firc in 1954 desrroyed 
an old wooden building us<.x! for storage b)' Farmers' 
Ilarchery. This was where Il erman C. Funk managed his 
tlrst harnt:ss shop 1882-1890. By 1898 his son William 
and Ihrry Howden partnered [0 usc this building until 
the carl}' 19205 when they boughT the south part of the 
Schinkel building. The old harness shop on lot 13 served 
as a repair shop until the fire. 1..01 12 had been the site for 
the Yellows[Qne Trail Cafe (1926-1954) and St.roh's barber 
shop. TI1C burning of [he three wooden buildings on lors 
12 and 13 left a gap in the caSt side of Main Street which 
was not filIl,..-d until 1972. This single story building with a 
Mansard roof linc gi\'CS a more modernistic tone to this 
end of the block. Since a sense of pri\"acy is associated 
\\.ith lounges and bowling alle~'s, hrge display windows 
were not needed; thus onl)' h\-"O small 'Nindov.·s faced 
~Iain Screet. Pizza can be obtained here. 

• 
I 
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(1954) WllLLl rrSCf1Lrt'S DllITDIIT Sl10r 
7 North Main Street 

Lot 11 
Block 5 

This lot was the ~itc of steam laundry plant in the latl! 
1880s and 18905. Ffly King's bllrbcrshop operated here for 
many rears. In 1932 Gotdieb Stroh bought the shop from 
Fay King. Barbers used the Groton llldfptlldrnli shan ads 
in the depression "cars of the 19305 to promote busin('ss: 
" It pays TO look wdl! See your barber tv,;icc a month, 
not twice a rear. In spite of hard times, be regular with 
your barber. You can't succeed if you look lie a sheep­
herder and his collie pup." Along with the neighboring 
Yellowstone Cafe, fire destroyed the wooden building 
on March S, 1954. J lowcvcr, Stroh rebuilt the present 
building in 1954 and by 1955 had twO chairs operating. 
In 1969 Wally Fischer bought the shop. Recently he was 
recognized for his long [cnure at that site. 

The barber pole to the right of the from door identifies 
his profession. Note [he largc window providing narurnl 
light and an opporrunity for patrons to st.'C passersby and 
prospectl\"e customers to determine how long a wait one 
might have. J\ numbers chart clues windo\\' onlookers as 
TO the customers waiting inside. For the 125th anniversary 
Fisher posted his own slogan: "I need your I lead To 

get ahead." Compared 10 other buildings on the Hrcct's 
east side, this small, gable-roofed sU'ucrure's simple lines 
permit a narrow focus and casy \ic\\>mg. 
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mE MOLTZ DUiLDlI1G 
13 and 3 North Main Street 
Lots 8 and 9 
Block 5 

Like the Broomberg block corner, this building was built 
at the junction of [\\.'O roads: t-.hin Sr. and Railroad Ave. J n 
1904 these lots sold to carpenter Henry imd r-IJnrue Holtz. 
lniciaUy he built this t\vo-srory brick srructurc which had 
a large south window for the millinery shop. The upper 
lc\"c! sen"cd as a hotel but in time became apanments. 
As in many of the larger buildings, tlus had several lower 
floor partitions and uses. During the automobile boom 
along the Yellowstone Trail when Railroad Avenue and 
Main Strcct \vcre part of thaI highway, the south part 
of this buildjng was converted for mao service and for 
a time became a Deep Rock Oil Station. When the r:rail 
was diverted from this route the sile ccased as a service 
station. J n the mid-1930s the back part of tne building 
became a dance hall called the Grcen Gable. 

The north portion has a persistcm history of fulfilling 
recrC!itionai purposes-a saloon and pool hall. One 
proprietor-Elwin Van Riper-managed the saloon for 
scventeen years. 1n 1952 he sold the business to Forest 
Fulker whose recreation parlor occupied the north side 
while he used the south part for storage. Several Other 
owners followed. In the 1970s Bruce Johnson manned the 
establishment under the nam<.' "Bruce's Tavern" folJowed 
by Joan Blair who called it ''Joan's Place. In 1980 Glenn 
Cooper bought the building, remodeled extens.i\·clr and 
called i( the Tiger's Den after the high school athletic 
team. In 2006 the site is cail<.'d Fritz's Place, and the Tigers 
Den is now on the street's west side as a youth center. 
The north portion continues its role as a lounge while 
clle south corner portion functions more as a storage and 
antique auction house. 
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rmm smEn WEST SIDE 
walking tour 

T H E WALKING TOUR 0 1' MAIN STREET NOW! CROSSES OVER TO THP.. WEST SIDE OF THE 
STRE.C.I' TO EXAMINE T ilE NUMEROUS $TRUcrURES ON A LONGER DOUBLE BLOCK 
T I-iAN Ti lE PREVIOUS EAST SIDE TOUR \X'IIICl-lINCLt.:DED 1\''("0 SEPARATE BLOCKS W'lTH 
FEW'ER BLIt.DINGS PER BLOCK 

l:mpirt 110M 

(1995) llTIEItICIm LEGIOn FOST 
12 North Main Street 

Lots 22-25 
Block 11 

This southwest corner of Main Street Intersecting with 
Railroad Avenue hosts a parking lot serving the adjacent 
American Legion Post #39 building. This was the site for 
the Empire Ilatel sho\\TI in the 19305 photo of the west 
and east sides of Main Screel. Note the difference be[\.vccn 
street tights of that day and the present lot 25 had been the 
site for the three-sror}' Brunswick hotel which was built in 
1884 and burned in the 1890 fi re. Patrick Ringrose rebuilt 
the hotel. -nus brick building passed mrough se\'era\ owners 

one of which in 1915 named it the Empire Hotel. Proximity to the railroad stations provided business 
for lumber companies and hotels but wil h the dcprcss{.'(\ 1930s the hotel attracted fewer cUStomers. 
In the late 1930s it was used for a gas station before be.ing sold for taxcs in Ihe 1940s and dcmolishcd. 
Before mal if served for a few years as Groton's public library which had bcen organized ill 1932. 

In 1904 I [cmy Holcz constructed on lot 24 a building which persevered inlO the 1980s. It sen-ed as a 
saloon, pool hall and later a soft drink parlor during prohibirion. It became an auto-tractor repair shop 
in the 1940s. InJanuary 1954 Juel Kolbo brought the building fo r a drive-in Dairy Bar and remodeled it 
in October for an egg-cream buying station which included the rear portion of dle adjacent Juel's Cafe 
for the produce business. 

After the 1890 nrc the Kindschy mercantile rebuilt widl brick on lot 23. The lot and building exchanged 
hands several times. Between 1911-19 Perkins and Aves grocers located hcrc; also abolH 1915 a saloon 
and rcstaurant which during prohibition featured soft drinks. In the 1940s an auto and tire shop occupied 
the lor. In 1950 Juel and Eunice Kolbo remodeled the building as an addition their cafc. This became 
the Anchor Lounge when the city no longer used it for off-on sale liquor business. In 1973 Tille's Cafe 
moved here when the Cassel Block \vas demolished. In 1976 the cafe was renamed the Cozy Cafe. 

In 1971 the Legion POSt strengthened its presence on Main SUCCt by purchasing the former DietY.. and 
Volk drug store building on lot 12 and developed me Legion Lounge which they enlarged in 1981 by 
inclusion of the old Farmers State Bank building. In 1995 the), moved to thc present site where the 
Empirc HOld had dominated the comer prior 10 the 19405 and yarious cafes and shops served area 
pcople. 

Compare rhe simple gable roof line with the decorative cornice of the adjacent o lder bdck, Aat-roofed 
building. Also, notc the visual impacf of two different colors and materials as siding for the legion 
building-vertical, gray ~iding above the brick base. 
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mr GITOTOI1 II1DrnI1Drm 
16 Nor th Main Street 
Lot 21 
Block 11 

The GrololJ Indrpendenf newspaper has occupied several 
sites over the rears. I I had been on 1m 14 where the 
Pioneer Ford Agency is located and upstairs in the Cassels 
Block until that structure was demolished in 1973. °l'lJe 
lndepmdenl has had a long tenure on lot 21 from 1973 
when it movcd out of the Cassels' Block to the prescm. 
J\fter a brief interlude of temporary rctocation in 2005 at 
ItO \'\'a~hington St. cdicoI/owncr Paul Kosel returned to 
the paper's old location after interior and roof renovation 
to the brick building which was built by Pat I-I. Bowler 
in 1890. Site history includes Bowler's Palace Saloon tD 

1903, Hamm Brewing Sample Store, a soft drink parlor 
1918-24 and a restaurant (1924-1973) - first as the Blue 
Bird Cafe and after 1954 as Omer's Cafe. Through area 
correspondents '{'lit Illdrpmdml has promoted Groton as 
a trade center, helping businesses elmw rural customers 
to the town. From the 1880s the I ndcpendent (and since 
1995 the Dakota Press) files prO\'ide a histOrical resource 
for the tOwn's history and its relation to neighboring 
towns. 

\'\eeklypapcrs reflect the character, hopes and achievements 
of both editors and towns. Solvency depended on 
increased and paid~up subscripllons, advertising and job 
printing. The advertising columns wefe indicators of a 
living or a dying town and newspaper. Editors believed 
in the slogan "Ad\'ertise and Prosper!" Editor Chilton in 
March 1929 promored \\'ant ads as "im:xpensive ... They'll 
do ever}' lhing btl[ get a di\'orce from your ",.'ife." One 
ad of 17 January 1935 asked: "\Vould you pur news of 
your wife's parry on a window card? Use a hotel register 
to tell that you enlarged your store? Tack the news of your 
daughter'S wedding on a telephone pole? Then why in the 
heck don'l you put your advertising in the newspaper 
too?" 

• White signagc on black background identifies this building 
• with its pampets of three recessed areas separated by brick 
• pillars. The building'S fas:ade with its emry way flanked 
• by windows looms abo\'c thc adjacent buildings Note the 
• lamp post fronting the building. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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(1975) mCODSOIlllGLIlCY 
18 North Main Street 

Lot 20 
Block 11 

This one-story, flat-roofed, brick building of recent 
vil1lagc comrasts sharply with the older, 1890-bui!ding to the south. The Bank of Grown had been 
on the stte before it moved (0 new quarters in 1883. On this site after lhe 1890 fire the Burns brother~ 
built :"I wooden building which served business purposes umil the late 1940s. Then, the State Theater 
billboard occupied the site and later the Garden Club's Om",er bed helped beautify ~Iain Street for 
Groton's 75th anni\"ersary in 1956. A rnsh of building demolitions in lots 17, 18 and 19 produced more 
modern architectural facades replacing the old. Lyle Von \X 'ahl, who had an insurnnce office in the mmh 
half of the Brown Brothers' building during the 1960s and early 19705, built an atU"active office building 
here on ,\Iain. Richard Kolker, who~e officc had been in this old building 1964-74, moved to the 1911 
forme r First National Bank offices across thl;: street while new quarter,; were built on the old site. Thus, 
the mid 19705 saw a new surge of blending the old and the new with the demolition of buildinb'S in lOIS 
17, 18, and 19. The Jacobson Agency now occupies onc of dtesc newcr buildings. 

(1905) 

• • • 

•••••• 

I1Ium DLOCK 
30 North Main Stree t 

K It R Meat Processing 
North Half Lot 14 

Hava Steak 
South Half Lot 14 

Built and opernted by thc Miller brothers, this building 
served as a department store and genernl mcrcantile business 
throughout most of its history. Built in 1905, It had 45' 
fronmge on i\lain Street, was 100 feet deep and was finished 
with pressed brick and Kasota stone trim. As the 1906 photo 
reveals, spaciolls display windows Ranked the main entry 
and a narrow door to the left led to the second floor. Vance 
/l.liller was associated with the store 1926-1973. In 1946 a 
locker plant was added with 330 locker boxes. Today if still 
utilizes lockers in its role as a meat processing business in 

the south half. The north half has had manr tenantS in recent yc .. '"tlCS. Dakota Press opernted for seYCrnl 
years until the mo\"·c north to the former Standard station. In 2005 it became home of 11a\"a Steak eating 
establishment. 

The upper Ooor's large "rose" room was a popular social hall used by lodges and for pubtic dances. 
A ballroom with coat checkroom operat.ed 1932 into the 1940s. In 1973 the Groton Development 
Corporation bought the building. It housed an IGA store in the late 19305 and from 1976 into the 1980s 
Ben's Red Owl grocery Store occupied the site. Note the signage within the square portion of the brick 
fat;ade, the cCllIer parapet and the brnckets over the paired \",indow~. °n,e earlier Red Owl pharo and the 
"- &R photo of 2005 reveal tittle change in the exterior. Compare the similarity of this facade with that 
of the building across the street. 
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T1GIITS DII1 mUTI1 CrrnIIT 
38 North Main Street 

Lot 13 
Block 11 

Previously located across the Street in the Ilolt?: building, this youth center now re~lde~ a~jacem to the 
\liller Block and was previously the south part of the former l.cgion Lounge of which Rose's creations 
is the north part. In 1996 the Legion vacated the loIS and sold the building to "larie l\lcClintic who used 
il for a wool studio. The cit}' purcha~cd the building from l\lcClintic in 2002 for a youth center, and they 
supervise its operation. In 2006 the brick facade was cO\'ered 
\",ilh vertical siding which matched partial siding in the 
adjacent space housing Rose's Creations. The facade features 
t\\"O smaller and t\\"O larger windoW's to the right of the entry. 
Open from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., the center, is mainly 
an after-school facility containing a vnricty of recreational 
devices such as large screen TV, videos, computers, pool 
tables, air hocke}' and brooke apparams for youth to display 
their talents. 

Itosr CrtrlUIOm 
28 North Main Street 
Lot 12 
Block 11 

(1905) 

Druggist Charles B. Collins built this brick structure in 1905. 
111e site changed hands twice - 1907 and 1911 - before 
partners Ernest Quiggle and Mr. Lawless LOok over. Oscar 
Anderson became a partner in 1915 when 1 .. '1wless left. 
Later, Anderson assumed sole ownership until Clarton Dietz 
purchased it in 1942. Diel2 had a drug store for 25 years 
across the street ncar the Pionec[ Ford building. In Januar), 
1957 Robert Volk becamc the owner operating it until he 
left town in 1969. In 1<)71 the. American l.egion POSt #3<) 
purchased the building and began the Legion Lounge which 
they expanded in 1981 by incorporating to the north the 
adjacent Farmers Slate Dank building. Contrast an earlicr 
photo with the preseOl building's awning area. The Legion 
post and Coca Cola sign desih'11~ltes the building whereas 
window sign age calls attention to the creative naturc of 
today's occupant. In both, the architectural features remain 
with three large design patterns enclosed in a bordered area 
\\lIh brackets above and slash marks belo\\'. Note corbelling 
is iu~t below the roof line and a distinctive recessed bL'1nk 
area was probably designed for the building'S name. This 
older building catches the eye with its higher far;ade Ranked 
by rwo newer buildings tcstifying further to lhe blend of the 
old and lhe new on Groton's Main Street. 

, 

II 



mcmmD KOLKLIT l1I1D DOD J0I1I1S0I111GLITcrLS 
102 North Main Street 

Lots 10 and 11 
Block 11 

Pae tznick-Garness Bulding (1970) 
Former Kuehnert-Rawson Building (1909) 

Ilarness man W~I. R.1wson secured lot 10 in 1893, and he cvcnrually ioincd shoe man E II. Kuehnen, 
who in mal same r~r had acquucd lor II, in a corporation "The Shoe and I larncss Company" formed 
in 1909 when ther constructed this building. In 1920 the Groton Coopcrntivc bought the building to 
function as a farm supply storc. [11 the 19305 they rented the building to \'ariou~ businesses. The north 
portion housed Red Owl Groceries 1928·1949 before Red Owl mO\'cd 10 the Brooberg building across 
the street. The south section housed a Gamble's Store for a time followed by a bakery in the 194Os. Finally 
Gambles returned to buy the building from the Groton Coopernl"i,'c in t 945. The public librnr), operated 
here in the 1950s- 1960~. 1n 1950 Gambles renovated the front fapde. In 1968 they closed, leaving the 
building vacant for a few years. In ~larch 1970 Paetznick-Garness Furniture and Undertaking mo\'cd 
in to usc the entire building for their floor coveting and furniture operation. They recently cnded their 
busme~s. _\norney Richard Kolker now occupies the nonh S<."Coon and Bob Johnson occupies the north 
h:t!f, operating his real estate and insurance business. 

When comrasting the present photo ,dth an earUer om: differences arc clear. The current building has a 
simpler roof line whereas pre"iously it featured more decoration with corbels, brackets and parapets. A 
new window pro"ides more narurnllight for the south half whereas no window is noticeable in the earlier 
photo. Earlier, a front sign protruded for ea~ier viewing while presently professional names are more 
obscured by the window awning. 

nmOIlI( GROTOn· 32 
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mmrm IJItUSI1/DllKOm IJItUSI1 (1907) 

104 North Main Street 
Lot 9 Block 11 

Former Neff Hardware Store 
••• 

Calvin Neff built thi!> f\vo-stor~' 25' X 142' brick srrucmre in 1907 for use as a h:mhvarc st~re. J n 1941 
repoTlcr Luther Falk walked t\ lain's \vest ~idc and observed that one half of dlC old hardware building 
contained twO tenants-Edwald Kuehncn's shoe shop and lhe Groton Pub~c Library which located 
several cimcl> before the 1968 library was built. In 1940 to the mid 19505 this building became Pliny 
!l.lillcr's hardware. After that it \\'a~ unu~cd until Emil Suci[z and Jack Adler used it for an amiguc museum 
which :lIlracted locals and touristS in the 19605 and beyond. As a taxidermist. Sueltz prepared hundreds 
of alUffial heads for customers throughout the nanon. ~Iore reccnd~- Harper Brush occupied the site. 

Note the difference of me current photo with that of the photo \\im (he museum sign. Today an awning 
conceals windows which were more viewable from a distance in the enrlier photo .. Present signage rests 
below (he upper Roor windows as did (he ~ingle word signage earlic:r. A recent photo suggests a refitting 
of windows for the building since its role as a museum. T he decorative corbelling and bnLckets identify' 
thc building as in the past. 
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)II1orr lmurumcr nrrD nUCTIOrr SmVICL 
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106 North Main Street 
Lot 8 Block 11 

Former Farmers Bank (1887) 

In 1887 this 25' x 142:rwo"~lnr~' buildillgwa~ built to house the Panncrs Bank. In 1889 ownership was 
invested in the Brown Count)' Banking: Company and in 1931 the Brown County I ioiding Company 
which in 1943 ~old it to the I ligh Grade Oil Company. In 1974 High Grade remodeled the exterior and 
in [he ensuing year built its general offices and bulk service station at the intersection of Highwa}s 12 
and:r'. Since 1975 this altered building has been used for offices --real est:llc and income tax scn'icc~ 
In 1982 .\bcrdccn's St. Luke's Ilo<;pilaJ eSL1btishcd a medical clinic staffed by rotating doctor;, The clinic 

closed and "orth C.emral Special Education Cooper:ui,"c rented the building until 1991. The I~ & S. 
imurance ,\geney purchased the building and in 2006 shares offices with Simon's Auction Sen-icc The 
only vestige of me building's banking dar~ is a 6'x 6' yault. 

The rel1l(xieling of 1974 resulted in the ~treet's most Illo<krnistic building lacking all the corbelling, 
brackets and architectural featuTCS of older buildings. A metal and s~one type siding encloses bolh lower 
and ~ccond floors. The second st()r~· was dosed off and in 1979 four elongated windows were pmitioned 
in the from fm,:ade. It has a Aoor area of 1,050 ~uare feet. In 1992 \vorkers placed a frontal aWflJng 
which docs nOt seem to be present in 2006. 

side deJII 
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WEns rIUtGO NU1K 
120 North Main Street 
Cassels' Block (1903-1973) 
Original Plat, Block 11 Lots 1-7 

Built 1974 as Firs t Na tional 
• 

Facing the former First National Bank, now \\;eUs Parga, 
imagtne the varied buildings and businesses occupying 
those spaces prior to 1973-74 when this space was cleared 
for bank construction. The [WO-stOIY, brick Cassels Block, 

built in 1903, occupied lots 1-3, site of the present bank. 
Owner Herb Cassels operated a farm machinery & auto 
business, a grain elevator and farmed northeast of town 
between 1892 and 1946 while owning a large home on 
3rd Sr north. Due to brick deficiencies, workers have 
recently applied stucco to the brick fas-ade .. This key 
r-.lain ScrCCI building housed many businesses o\'cr the 
decades in its middle, north and south first floor sections. 
The south portion was added years later as seen in the 
1973 newspaper photo. Grocery slOres were prominent 
occupants of the first Roor .. Its upper \c\·e!s served as 
office and quarters for the Groton /lIfltpmflrnI 1914-1973, 
and a temporary hospital during the 1918 flue epidemic, 
lodge rooms and public dance spaces. In the 1940s the 
lowcr level housed a youth center. From 1960 tol973 the 
Bob Johnson Insurance office occupied the site .. 

The present bank occupies a corner site at the intersection 
of 2nd Ave and Main St. but the Cassels Block was 
sandwiched in by buildings on lots 4, 5, 6 and 7 on the 
nonh. Lot 6 which servcd as a farm machinery business 
1886-1910, by the 1950s was empty, boarded by a fence 
and a flower garden tended by the Groton Garden Club. 
They moved the garden to the Colonial Manor nursing 
home prior to demolition in November 1973. 

In contrasting the current bank with the older Cassels 
Block note the arched entry way of the former building 
with the double-door entrances of the bank flanked by 
globe lights. Note also the 1903 building'S proximity to 
sidewalks and street whereas the bank has more set back 
and has a landscape are-A. Bank signagc flanks the doorway 
to the right while the Cassels building sign is engmved 
over the entmnce. Both possess windows El.cing Main 
Sf. Both are flat roofed but the Cassels Block features a 
cornice and pampet atOp the roof. Upper story elongated 
recessed windows framed br protruding brick pillars give 
the older building a more decorative look. 
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Dl1.KOT11 mrs~ 
205 East Second Street 
Lots 11 and 12 Block 10 

Former Standard Station 

Kathy Sundermeyer who had gained experience working 
for the GrotON IlIdtfXndrnt eSL'lblished a separatc paper 
called thc Daknln Prus first housed at 30 North i\ lain Street 
in the north h:llf of the old Millcr Block. then owned 
by Clayton Farmcn who occupied Ihe south half with 
his meat department. D(lieoltJ Pnss moved to the former 
office area of thc Standard Station at 205 East Second 
J\Yenue. Standard Oil had become Amoco which urgtX\ 
Duane McDonald to move his stacion to I I.ighway 12. In 
1990 McDonald sold to Reed Grace who started a pizza 
and video rental shop called The Gas Station. Reed rented 
portions of the building to others for storage and work 
areas. \X1hen the Gas Station closed, /)ak/Jla Press 11100'ed 
into the office area and in 2005 celebrated its tenth rear 
in business (1995-2oo5). This ~1l.s a culminating event in 
the disappearance of gas stations from downtown Main 
Street. However, the building found alternative uses in the 
form of the /)(lknl(1 Prm. 

•••••• 

• • • • • • • • 

LIun Cl1rL 
206 North Main Street 

Lot 9 Block 10 

On this 25-foot lot, a typical dimension for a Main StrCCt 
lot, as carly as 1902 stood a li\'cry barn which also served as a Veterinary Hospital for a time. E\·cnrually 
the barn was rcmO\·cd and a house moved in for rental purposes. Propertychangcd hands in 1954, 1965 
and 1971. Duane McDonald bought lor 9 in 1983, demolished the house in the process of building a 
car \vash for the adjacent Amoco station which he later sold. E\"Cnrualty, Laura Panerson of Conde 
purchased the property and built a twO-StOrr cabin-like suucrure which she opencd as Laura's Lane Cafe 
in November 2002. After about twO ycars the cafe closed. Since Apr.il, 2005 Pam lUx opcrates the shop 
as 1 ~1tte Cafe. which sen ·cs daB}' breakfast, noon mcals and specialty drinks. 

This building adds a note of modernity to the block. I t features a railed cO\"Crcd front porch supported 
by four pillars.. Windows flank the front enttr- Ber.veen gable roof and porch roof is horizontal planking 
with a carved, arched center inset. Attractive landscaping contributes to t.Jain Street's image as a blend 
of thc nt:w and the old. 

nr,JOI\J( (jlOron '36 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 



• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

•• 
u.s. CENSUS POPULATION FIGURES 

Census figures must be accompanied by the realization that visitation by rura! 
farmers, township residents and travelers to Groton supplemented these numbers 
during weekends or daily business and pleasure trips. A decrease of 53 people 
in the 1930's is balanced by a upward spira! in other decades. Over 300 people 
increase marks the 1900- 1910 decade followed by ovcr 200 in the 1970's. 

The y<.'"ats 1910 to 1920 and 1990 w 2000 experienced over a 150 person increase. 
Despite not being a coumy seat, and having two county scats nearby, GrOton's 
population has held steady during the past 125 years. 
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GltOTOI1 CITY FI1ltK(1892) 
Between 7th and 9th Aveneues 
and Main Street and Third Street 

• 

Groton City Park, located between Mam Street and 3rd 
Street, and scYc:n blocks north of the downtown and 
four blocks south of Highway 12. is a landscape treasure 
and hi~torical anchor. Lot purchases occurred in 1892 
and irrigation of tree seedlings began. DUTmg the 18905 

hundrcd~ of trees were plamed, follO\\1:d by more planting 
in 19()5-06andgrass seeding;n 1915. Since 1958mcmoriai 

trees ha\'c been planted for the recently deceased. In 
1913, town and park were viewed a~ a potenti:ll touriSt 

camp site along the emerging Yellow~lonc Trnil, later to 
become l lighway 12. In summer 1920 the Commercial 
Club placed tourist welcome signs al bOTh the east and 
west sides of town ilwiting traveler.; 10 camp overnight at 
city park. In 1984 on the park's west or i\lain Street side a 
large \\'OOden sign signaled park identity. In 2006 the sign 
remains as the chief park signagc. A1:;o at the mtersection 
of Main and 9th A\'cnue stands a pole and aluminum sign 
labeloo: "City Park: Picnic Grounds; Camping", 

lmegnry of park boundaries has been maintained despite 
residential, commercial and school site de\'eJopmem 
pressures. Eye-appealing flowers comribmc to park 
landscape. 111e circular park wading pool. \\'hich irregularly 
had servl:d for alieasr three decades, became a flower bed 
in 1957. Groton's Garden Club became primary caretaker 
of that flower bed. A bandstand disappearL-d decades ago 
but park concerts continued inio the 19SOs. The park 
serves as a children's playground. a ~ile for church and 
community picnics, family reunions and a temporary [CSt 
site for tourists. 
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ITLSIDLTITIIlL TOUIT ~ 
walking I driving tour 

Older homes, such as the onc built in 1907 on 400 North Broadway, 
arc significant because of their occupants or architectural features. 
Althoughr man)' older homes arc scattered throughout town, many are 
concentrated within the original plat on North Third and Fourth Streets 
within walking distance of "lain Street. North 'nlird and Fourth streets 
have a heavy concentration of architecrurall}' interesting homes occupied 
by significant business leaders. On fhe west side of the 500 block of 
North Third, for example, arc t\VQ sizable homes-the Basom home 
of 1907 and the l\lcKenzic/Casse1s home of 1898. On North Fourth 
Street is the WB. Miller home of 1900 and rhe John E. Townsend house 
of 1904. 

Be an architectural detective while touring! 

1. \'{!hat is the shape and makeup of roofing? 
tl. G.tble 
b. Hip 
c. Prramid 

2.\,{'hat is the p;mern of window distribution? Any different shapes? 
a. Oval 
b. D iamond 
c. Rectangular 

3. How are these windows aliJ:,'llcd? 
a. Ribbon 
b. Paired 
c. Solo 

4. How many pal ad ian windows can you spot? (nlese windows consist 
of three parts. The center tall window has a semi-circular arch and the 

lower side wndows arc rectangular.) How many bay windows can you 
spOt? 

5. Are there porches? How many are wrap-around porches? What 
features mark entryways? Are t.here any columns or pediments? \'{!hat 
different ornamentation can you find above the doors? 

6. What building materials w(!re used, and where? Which seem to be 
functional? Decorative? Is there any bargeboard? (Decorative 'wooden 
trim filling [he peak of a gable.) 
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JU1DLnSOI1-ESKL nOUSE(ca. 
503 North Third Street 

This small. (\H)-story. cube-shaped house displays an 
imeresting pattern book design. Its steep, cross-~bled 
roof spons a bargcboard design surrounding fI large 
semi-circle in each gable. T he bargcboard is made even 
morc elaborate by the use of wooden fish-scale shingles. 
A similar semi-circular arch is found in the gable alxwe 
the entry. Ucsides the bargcboard treatment, which is 
similar to the large gables of the roof, this smaller gable 
also includes an atrraccivc sunbut<;t design. The emry 
gable is supported by pillars. There are twO projecting bay 
windows. Oval windows arc found on each fa~adc and 
in the froOl door. Several windows include stained-glass. 
Granite blocks make up the foundation. 

IlI1DLnSOI1 nOUSE (Late 1880's) 

505 North Third Street 

One of the older dwellings on the t\\"O tour streets, 
this single·stoey rL'Ctangulac house has a veer simple, 
symmetrical, \"ernaculae design. I ts foundation is a 

combination of rock and poured conceete. Pcclimcnt­
shape<1 lintels above the windows and the front door 
iIlustr.ne a very early attempt al Nco-Classicism. The 
house is capped by a truncated pyramidal roof. I tS hipped 
roof tc:u addition wa~ construcTed early. 

This is the first house built in Groton by Amon Anderson. 
Anderson v.-as a butcher and had his own meat market on 
Main StcCct. In 1905, he built a larger house next to the 
first. 
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(1907) n.ll. DllSOI1 nOUSE 
502 North Third Street 

The west side of tlus 500 block holds only twO homes, 
both corner homes \Vidl spacious ground!>. Lawyer Basom 
was also actiw in the real estate and insurance business. 
Liter this home served as a funeral home when fu neral 
director I Ic!mUl Pactznick bought this house after which 
it functioned in this capacity until he secured another ~i{c 
in 1964 al the former Emmanuel Lmhcrnn Church on 
the same srreet. 

This large Queen Anne, with it~ many Neo-Classical 
fcarure.<; and other period appointments is an architectural 
jewel. Its foundation is of granite block masonry with 
some poured concrete. An open porch supported by 
Doric columns wraps around the from and on onc side. 
A pediment with an elaborate festoon motif marks Ihe 
main entry which is flanked by sidelights. t\ Palladian 
window pierces the upper level of the east fac;ade . The 
roof fcaturc~ wide m"erhanging caves with supporting 
brackets. \X"hcn the owners installed metal ~iding, they 
took great care to mimic the original, narrow wood siding 
and maintain the histQ[lca! and architectural character 
of the house. The elaborate interior displays extemive 
woodwork, leaded window~, II tile firc place, and an oil· 
paint wall mural. 

I1CKETILIE{IlSSnS nOUSE 
508 North Third Street 

•••• 

Kenneth ;\fcKcnzie, rhe first owncr. was a lawyer and a rcal 
e~tatc agent with an office ill the Cassels Block before he 
left Groton in 1905 and sold the house to Cassels who had 
an implement dcaler~hip, farming operation, auto busine~s. 
and served for rears on the Groton City Council. 

Thi .. house is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style and was placed on the National Registcr 
of IlistOnc Places on \3 february 1986. Features llldude its granite block foundation, thin horizontal 
siding, \\'{)()(! shingles abm·c the second story, and a wrap-around porch with two different sized Donc 
colllmm resting on brick pylons. The irregular roof line dominated by a large corner tower attracts rhe 
eye. The frame carrbge house has been replaced by a modern gamge. The interior retains many of the 
ori¢nal fearurl.'S although plumbing and kitchen fixnu!;:s have been moderniz(:d. 
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FUnK nOUSI (1910) 

509 North Third Street 
••••• 

This tv."O--StOry Queen Anne has severnl Nco-Classical 
rreatmcnts mcluding Ionic columns which support the 
front porch, detailed scroll work in the pediment above 
lhe porch entry, nod a second floor balcony with doric 
half-columns and doric pilasters. A corbelled cornice 
marks the roof line. In addition, semi-circular windows 
arc found in the gables on the northern and western 
facades. A Palladian window is also found on the north 
side, while a small triangular window is visible in the roof 
from the from. The house rises from a granite block 
foundation. 

The original owner of this house was Ross Funk. Ross 
and his brother, Th<.'Odorc, had a well-<lrillIing business 
and a harness store. 

CImmILL-DnrsDncn nOUSI 
• 410 North Third Stree t 
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This one-stoTY cube-~hapcd house has a rusticated 
concrete block foundation. Its simple panern book design 
is highlighted by pedimental lintels over the side windows 
and a leaded glass overliglH above the fron! picture windo\\t 
I tS hipped roof is broken up by hipped roof dormers. 
A ~mall extended hood supported by triangular brackets 
covers the f.ront entry. The garage is a1~o a contributing 
building and is a good example of the early automobile 
garages in Groron. Its hipped roof resembles that of the 
house. 1 t features an original small sliding door. 

The first resident of this house, Campbell, was an 
aflorney. 

• nmOnK "nOlOn . 4 t 
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(1910) O. I1ILUIt 110USr 
408 North Third Street 

o 0 

This American Foursquare includes several outstanding 
NeD-Classical features. J Mge, overhanging eaves are 
supported br moclillion blocks with brackets located at 
the corners of the house. The upper front fat;adc also 
features small pendants hanging from the corner caves. 
Corners of the front fat;adc are accentuated by large 
pilasters. On the north side, an ovcrlighr is located above 
the landing window. T he house is capped with a truncated 
rrramidal roof with a baJusrrade surrounding a central 
chimney. Gable and hip roof dormers extend from the 
awe. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(1905) ItLITmIt 110USr 
306 North Third Street 

000 

1\ slightly rectangular, twO and one-half story building 
with a hip roof and gabled dormers, this residence 
includes scveml NeD-Classical treatments common 
to these streets. A porch supported by Doric columns 
extends across the front of the house. J n :lddicion, the 
pediment located abo\'e the. porch entry exhibits a swag 
motif. A bay window projects out omo the from porch 
and a second bay window extcnds to the south from the 
living room. The from dormer has a broken pediment 
outlining a Palladian windO\y. Although additions ha\"c 
been made to the rear of the building, these do nOI 

detract from its original appeamnee when viewed from 
the street. 
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• 302 North Third Street 
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This is one of several good examples of an American 
Foursquare found in this residential area. A large enclosed 
sun porch wraps around the eastern and southern sides 
of the house, while the fe:tf emry is covered br a hood 
supported with large triangular brackets. Original interior 
woodwork features hard wood floors., a built-in hutch, 
and French doors. 

Thede was involved in the real estate business and was 
the first to live here. 
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• (mutus llDlU1S nOUSI (1910) 
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• 206 North Third Street 
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"nus bungalow displays a characteristic broad gable facing 
the srrt:et and m'O shed roof dormers which allow for 
morc room in the upper b·cl. A bar window projects 
from the dining room. The from f:u;ade fearures a band 
of four windows. According to early Sanborn maps, it 
appears that there was originally a front porch, but this 
has since been removed. 

Chartes Adams was the firSI resident of this house. He 
was the manager of the Grown Telephone company 
from 1923 TO 1949. 
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(1900) w.n. TIILLLIt nOUSE 
210 North Fourth Street 

President of the Bank of Groton, i\liller O\,rersaw the 
building of Croton's First National Bank in 1911. 
This home is an outstanding example of an j\merican 
Foursquare with neo-Classical feature s. Large doric 
columns support a porch which rllns across the front of 
the house. Dcncils are used under the cornice of rhe porch 
and in a small pediment above the porch entry. A sc<:ond 
pediment is found abo,'c an enclosed rear porch. There 
are twO projecting bay windows. With the exception of 
the rear fiu;:ade, each side features an aVril window on the 
second story. Three sides of the attic arc:l, except the rear, 
display a hipped-roof dormer with a Palladian window. 
111e home rests on a granite block foundation. 
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(1904) TOwnsEnD nOUSE 
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306 North Fourth Street • 
• • 

• 

John E. Townsend, hotelman, bank directOr, builder of 
the downtown Townsend block, constructed this larger 
home next to his first house in 1904. This Queen Anne has 
some strong Nco-Classical and Neo-Colonial treatments. 
The full-length front porch sports Doric columns and a 
balustrade on the second stOf)'. Gabled dormers extend 
from the attic on aU sides except the rear fat;ade. The 
front dormer features a palladian windo\\: There arc twO 
ba}' windows that projeC[ OntO the front porch, and a 
bar window projects from the dining room on rhe soulh 
side. A free-fonn window also projects from the stairway 
landing on the nonh side. The house rises from a granite 
block foundation. 
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SUTIDSmOn iIOOSE (1914) 

305 North Fourth Street 

This rectangular, one-aod-onc half smry bun~>alow has 
a broad g:tble mcing (he street. Other Bungaloid sryliscic 
features include an enclosed front porch with irs own 
broad gable and the use of severnl bands of windows. 
\'cnical mumins are found in the upper sashes of the 
windows. Uverall, lhis is a good unaltered example of a 
style which comributed to the later Stages of thi~ period 
of ~ignificancc. 

The garage (about 1900) is also a contributing building. 
According to a 1904 Sanborn map, this one and one-half 
siory building pre-dates the house by at least Icn rears. 
It is a oarrow rcct.1ngular building \\;[h interlocked wood 
siding and a gable roof. The foundation is a combination 
of rock, concrete slabs. and brick. There arc wooden 
swing-outdoors at each end of the building. This is a good 
example of an early garage in the GrOton community. 

smOTIG iIOOSE (1904) 

229 East Fourth Avenue 
• • • 

This Queen Anne features a wrap-around porch with 
doric columns. J t has a granite block foundation. 
Projecting bay windO\vs extend to the soulh on the fi rst 
floor and to the cast on the second floor. The second 
floor bay window is a large picture window capped by a 
semi-circular overlight. The smaUer gables of the house 
each have a diamond-shaped window surroundc<1 by fish­
scale shingles. From the attic, frecfor m two-sided oriels 
project to the front and the rear of the house. 

The original owner of this house was L}man Strong. 
Strong was an area farmer who had this house built and 
then moyed into Groton upon his retirement. 
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(1922) OLSOn-Ct1ILTOn nOnE 
• 
• 
• 
• 

315 East Fourth Avenue • 

This is a onc-ancl-onc half story, rectangular bungalow 
with a broad gable facing the streeL Large brackets 
support wide overhanging caves on the front and reaf of 
the house, while exposed rafter ends support the caves on 
the sides. The bands of windows across the front porch 
ate characteristic of the bungalow style. Vertical muntins 
in the upper sashes afe typical for the period in which this 

house was built. i\ unique feature of the house is a piano 
window on the eaSt side. 

TIlis is the second house built and owned by Dr. C. O. 
Olson, a local physician. Olson owned the house until 
the 1950s. 1l was then owned by Norma Chilton until her 
death and then by Jack Chilton. 
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SOUTl1 DllKOTll 
GROTON, SOUTH D AKOTA 

On tht! eastern edge of Brown Counry. about six miles from the \\'CSfcrn border of 
Day Coumy, Groton claimed a tr.tde territory cncompa~sing about eleven Brown 
County townships and in southwestern Day County Andovcrand I3ri5to1 townships 
along with the towns of Andover, Bristol and Pierpont in northwest Day County. 
Groton, 18 miles caSt of Aberdeen and the second iarge."t town in Brown County, 
has successfully survived in competition with the larger Aberdeen and its many 
attractions with the exception of movie theaters. Proximif1' to Aberdeen has had 
a positi\·c impact as well as negatiyc in that Aberdeen provides jobs for those who 
prefer the small town environment. One Groton editor referred to his town as 
a service stalion for a large trade area despite competition from rwo COUnt)' sc:u 
communities: Brown Coumy's Aberdeen to the west and Da}' County's \Vebster 10 

the east. GrOton has increased in population from 681 in ! 890 and 700 of ! 900 to 
1350 in 2000. The census chan (located on page one) re\'eal~ trends. The shaded 
map (on the next page) reveals the gradual extension of cit} boundaries. In 1974 
came the largeSt annexation including the northern area as far as the cemetery, 
a section south of the tracks and an eastern extension to the border of the golf 
cOllrse. The city added a small western area along Ilighway 12 in 1989, the golf 
course as far as the intersection of old and new l-ligh\\'3}' 12 in 1993, and in 1999 
an area southwest of Garfield SlIcet to Dakota StreeL 

The Aberdeen/ BI"O\\'n County 1_'lOdmarks Commission salutes Groton and its 
cidzens on their 125th anniversary and hopes this tour b'Uidc publication will be 
useful to acea residents as well as touriStS and visitors. 
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ITIIILITOIlD IIvrnm linD f1IGl1wnr 12 ~ 
driving tour 

The second phase of the dn\'mg tours Include~ an inspection of ''l1ricd 
sites between I-hghwllY 37 and High".-a) 12 along a route once pan of 
the Yellowstone Trail after the trail was rerouted from ~hin Street by way 
of IUilroad A"cnuc until 1940 when Ihe Highway 12 curve was opened. 
Beginning :tt the inTersection of Ilighway 37 and Railroad Avenue 
:Irc cit)' infrastructure sites: the city shop, the \vatCI"\\~)rks (reservoir 
and water tower), south sub-power station, sun'j"ing grain e\C\':ltors 

serving alternari,·c uses, sites of the former ~lilwaukec and Chicago & 

Northwestern depots., and south ~lain street businesses. Rather th:m 
continuing directly cast 10 Highway 12 on a gra\'c1 road, the mmorist 
should rurn nonh,\-md on North 6th St..ree( until rcaching the Olive 
GroYc Golf Coursc at the intersection of 700 East 5th Avc. and North 
6th St..rcct. Aftcr\"iewing that site proceed to I lighwa}' 12 for that pari of 
the dri\"ing tour. 
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(1931) 
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W.Il. GIIlITrS GIlS SImIon 
South Highway .37 (Broadway Street) 

This photo represents the appearance of older gas st:uions 
during the earlier automobile era when roadside cabins 
and gas sracions aided travelers. Contrast the simplicity of 
this station with prescnt day stations with their numerous 
pumps and often combined with convenience stores and 
even casinos. This was later lliram Kolbo's lot. This Station 
cont.racted with \,('hire Eagle oil in 1933, then Standard 
oil until 1941. John Kolb acquiredlhe lot in 1945. As a 
reminder of the earlier autO ern when stations dOlled 
.\lain and Railroad Ave. on the Yc!lowstone Tmil route, 
this block close to the intersection of Ilighw:lY 37 and 
Railroad Avenue was a strategic location until the CUr\'C 

rerouted traffic along llighway 12. PhOios here were taken 
many years apan. The most recent, in 2006, indicates 
a paint change from yellow to white and a remo\"al of 
pumps situatl-d be[\\'ceo me [\\'0 front roof pilL'u·s. The 
carlier photo reveals slabs of firc wooJ aligned in front 
possibly for heat in the garagc section which may seryc HS 

a smrage or work shop area. 

GITOTOn WllHITWOITKS 
Railroad Avenue and First Street 

The Groton w:l1cr tower, pump house, domcd WAter rescrvoir, the Light and Powcr 
Building and the sOlllh sub-station may be the starting point or thc concluding site 
of your driving tour of Railroad Avenue and ele\'amr row depending on which 
end of the a\'cnuc you begin your tour. Groton's first water tower \ .... as built inl891. 
The present tower was cr('Cted in 1921. In ,\lay 1922 construction began on a new 
waterwurks. Concrete work began on a huge reservoir which had been eXC:l\":lTl'(l. 

\\brkers inst:llled new iron pipe mains. \' .. ells were me source of water pumped [Q the lOwer bur morc 
recently \\fEB (i\Jissouri River water) is a wate.r source. In addition to the tower's role in water distribution, 
the tower serves as a town identity symbol ius! as growld-levcl welcome signs at the. town's edges. hom 
miles :l\\.-ay one can sec the {Ower looming skyward. Also, the Tower is a tribute to Groton's spons ream, 
the Tigers. Cpon a white back,ground a tiger's head. in yellow and bl-tck colors, is emblazed on [\\'0 sides 
of the to\\'er which servc~ as a town and team promotional icon. 

111.July 1940 the IlIdrpf//dml's news reporter noticed that the w:ltt:r lower "is now paimed white and ropped 
by a weather-vane and an electric light for benefit of night sky riders." \'{!hite persists to this day. 
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GITOTOfI soum rowm SUD-SIlmOfI 
Rail road Avenue and fi rst Street 

This site and the north sub-station provide the city's electricity advertised as the "best servant on earth." 
i\ daytime tour requires imagination of what a lighted Groton may look like at night as well as 10 

appreciate day-time business and residential uses. 

Until 1916 Groton depended on the "moonlight schedule" as there would be no stteet lights at night 
during a full or half moon. Even in daytime electric usage was undependable. This was a flicker and fade 
era of electric lighting. Jay Reeves' etlitorial of i'.larch 30, 1915 urged construction of 26 postS in three 
blocks of downtown Main ... "as it is now, those on the night train would scarcely know that we wcre 
on the map." Street lights advC1"tised the town and increased safety and security. Spring 1916 saw four 
globe poles on most of the city's prinCIpal corners. Five nitrogen lights later replaced old arc lights. By 
November I, 1921 the city took over the Light plam of the GrOtOn Power Company. 

1922 became the year of the "white way effect". Four electric street lights with tripled-candle power 
lighted upper ~ I ain. A change o\'"er from 220 to ItO current was finally implemented as war time 
conditions had delayed dus impro\'emcnt. J n the past, power had been drained for pri''lIte residenrial usc 
to the detriment of public streets. No more "blackeye" of Saturday nights \\~thoU[ StrCCt lights! The idea 
of a high line from an outside source, mlhcr than a local plant, received morc auention. \'';-ich the coming 
of the highline Grotonites focused more ;mention on improved r-.lain street lighting and en\'"i~ioned 

nO[ only three or four blocks of Lights but a lighted ciry park for night recreation, even a lighted school 
grounds. 

Aberdeen Light, Power Company in 1921 -22, contracted to build a "Iughline" from Aberdeen to the 
corpomte limits of Groton. After February 1924 Northwest Public Service provided electric service. 
Power lines were rebuilt in 1936. After 1939 Groton enjoyed night football due to field l.ighring. In 
January 1941 Luther Falk's sidewalk glimpses of Groton at night refers to a Lighted Main: "The finger 
of Groton lights reaches out to the junction of Main Street \\~th US.l2." \,('hen GrotOn participated 
in an lU"ea. wartime blackout 14 December 1942 at 10 p.m. Main Street businesses wcnt dark creating a 
powerful impression on thosc who were accustomed [0 an electrifi ... '(\ town. 

• On November 7, 1953 rhe city conlracted \\~th the Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation for 
• electric service. N ... ,\v sub-stations were built in 1969 and in 1979. 
• 
• 
• 
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Photo oj PO/J"tf" mb-JfII';orl Photo oj Grotorl lI''tlll'l7J'OrleJ (rontinutd fro'" pal! 51) 

II~TOftj( <iIUlTOn · 49 



~ nllIutOllD llVLI1UE IlS nEvmon now 
\\ben approaching Groton from the cast on lligh\ .... ay #12 the motorist can recognize the community 
some milc~ away by the elC\"ators towering abO\"c the town. ENen from the west and other directions [hey 
serve as a town identifier. Along the north side of me Milwaukee railroad tracks as early as IIle 188(}.; 
wagons and later trucks of area farmers unloaded grain to be processed by the dc\'ntor companies and 
shipped by mil to nacional markct~. Elevators arc icons of the railroad ern and of the James River Valier's 
rural agriculture. Arrival of the Chicflgo & i\ lilwaukce Railroad in 1881 triggered an elevator boom 
north of the i\ lilwaukce tracks. With the coming of the C &NW rail service in 1887 morc clc\':uors were 
located south of the C&NW tmcks. O\"cr time fires, declines in mil sctyicc and agriculnm'll conditions 
decrt."3.scd their number. Today, having passed through several ownerships, three structures sur\"h"c and 
ser ... e \"aricd purposes. 

• 

(1908) ronI1LIT GnOTOI1 rllnI1LITS nEVmOn 
102 East Ra il road Ave 

Intersections of East 2nd Street and 
west of the present Pioneer Seed 
Building at 10 South Main Street 

The Groton Farmers Elevator was organized by farmers 
in October 1908. In the 1980s Farmers sold to I lan'est 
States who later sold to S.D. \X/heat G rowers. In 1990 Rix 
Farms secured it fo r farm storage and grain cleaning under 
the name Groton Seed and Grain Sto rage. ~ Iodern white 
silos contrast with the older, gray elevato r surrounded by 
smaller storage bins and office buildings. 
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roITnLIt DllGLEI LLrVllTOIT (1889) 

300 East Railroad Ave. 
Intersection of North Fourth Street 

Now L. W. Seed Sales 
Division of Northern Prairie Seed and M lIstang Seed 

Established in 1889. this elevator is located on the north side of the 
~Iil\\'aukcc Railroad trnch. It \Vll.~ dosed during the early 1930s. Between 
1967 and February 1981 Valley Farmcni Elevator operated it before selling 
to \lidwcsi Grain and Seed Inc. which managed il until the late 19805 when 
it \\':I.S !>old to GrOlon Farmers Elcvmor and put into limited use. Larry 
and John Wheeling later bought it for an office and operations building 
for ~Iustang Seeds - their bird scc<1 and seed cleaning busincs~ The older 
gray colors predominate on the elc\":lIor buildings and smaller bins \\;th a 
yellow office/work building nearby. Signagc denotes the Bugky name in 
white lett.ers on black background. 
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(1903) rmrrrY nmI1ms COOrnUUIVr nrVIUOn 
103 North 6th Street 

Intersection of Railroad Ave. 

This elevator had a close association with the Chicago & Nonhwestern Railroad which arrived 
in Groton in 1887 and lhe town of rcrne~' six miJc~ south of GrOton. The Ferney co-op 
organized in 1900 and in Augus! 1903 approved an elevator to be built at Grown. Ch:lrtcrcd 
with a name change in 1911 as Ferney Farmers Cooperative ElevatOr Company, the company 
in 1917 moved its headquarters to the upper floor of GrOton's First National Bank. There 
they remained uncil 1973 when the companr remodeled its GrOton plant to accommodate the 
headquarters officeSincc the Atla~ clcvnlor burned, in the carly 1940s, this is the only surviving 
cb'lltor along the C&.t'\!\'(' tnlcks. Some impro\'emem~ preceded the 1973 remodeling. In 1953 

:md 1954 additions were built and in 1969 a flax cleaning mill was secured for Ihe planr. In 
1980 the companr constructed a sunflO\vcr pit and auger system as the market for lhal product 
increased. In 1990 this elevator compan~' merged with the Groton Farmers Elcv:uor which 
became the James Valley Farmers Elevator. This opcr:lted until sold to 11 :u:,'est States. L'Itcr 
it was resold to South Dakota \X'hcaT Growers who continued opemtions until 2004 when 
they sold to Jerry Johnson. The newer, white eb"llTor is flanked by three quonset bins on one 
side and an older, gray ele\"lItor on the other The conms! forces the eye to focus on the white 
structure. 
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mST @ mrSLfn IJusmrssrs 
INTERSECTION OF NORTfi MAIN AND RAILROAD AVE. 

Between the j\ljlwaukce tracks and ~ Iain StreCI varied businesses served rhe communi!)', Lumber 
companies often sought proximity to the railroad tracks to c;implify unloading shipmcms. Even the 
_\mcrican Legion building site on rhe corner of Railroad Aycnue and r-\onh Mam housed 0.13. Johns 
Lumbc::r Co. from 1881-1890. Unlil 1885 St. Croix Lumber Company was situated in the middle of 
[\Iain Sl. on, or ncar, the present site of Ron's Body Shop. In 1985 Ron Belden bought Valley Gas 
which operated here from 1975 [0 1984 and which prc\'iouslr had been Eddy's \Iabile Sen·jce. Earlier 
Implement dealers had utilized the site. Guy I ferron in 1920 built a new showroom and office here and 
operated it to t 955 followed by the Groton Farm Store about 1958. 

Pioneer Seed at 10 South i\ lain currently is located south of Ron's shop. In 1959 this was the site of 
l layes Lucas l.umber company foUm",ed by UBC and S & S Lumber Company from 1973-2002 when 
that business moved to Highw:l\" 12. In 2003 L1rry Harry bought the building for set-d storage and has 
remodeled it also for entertaining and lodging hunters and others. 

PiouffrSud 
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GROTON'S TWO DEPOTS 

Photos of the vanished ~{il\Vaukee and Chicago Norrhwestern Depots may assist the imagination when 
viewing spaces along the tracks occupied by other buildings in 2006. Aside from highways 12 and 37, 
the twO depots strengthened Groton's ties with the outside world. The Milwaukee's east-west line tracks 
reached GrotollJunc 28,1881. B}' 23 September 1881 workers had completed a one-story depot. By 
1900 photos rcstif)' that a twO-story addition had been added to the one-Story J\[j!waukce depot. By 1910 
Groton claimed 3 lumber yards. 7 grain elevators and 3 farm implement dealers who utilized railroad 
service for their bulk products. Farmers hauled wheat as far as 40 miles to Groton, sometimes wailing a 
day or twO to unload. The number of elevators peaked to 9 in 19 13, decreased to 4 by 1940 and 1950 and 
to 3 by 1964. After 1909 the t-. lilwaukee west coast extension traffic increased. Four Olympian passenger 
trains in each direction from May 1911 to June 1944 increased use of the passenger depot and platform. 
This cast-end, fWo-story section was moved to a Eutn site south\vest of the city and the depot rcrurned 
to its original one-story Status before operations ended June 30, 1980. The tracks are still used by the 
l3urlington Northern Santa Fe which provides freight service along former ~1ilwaukee and C&NW 
tracks. From the south the C&NW served Groton by its Watertown branch from the town of Doland 
through Verdon and to its terminus Groton. "In 1887 the C&NW enlJ'ance into Groton triggered a rush 
of people. The three-story 27-room Brunswick' lotel registered 3500 guestS over ten months as of May 
1889. Grain elevators soon appeared along C&.t'lW trncks. By the 19505 the depot was gone and Groton 
had to depend on the t-.1ilwaukee for train service. 

MillI'(J/(/eu Depot Cbicago ]\.'ortb/l'ulem Depot 

.. ,. ,- ----. "" ... _... -. -. . - ..... 
~ .,. . .,...,.. _. - --. . - - -

~ I , , ... ' ...-: • 

• i. '. - . .-"" .ii. 
. - _. ..-:,- . -

Photo Shollillg tbe re/(J/ioJlsNp betweell Ibe Mill/lflkee Depot (llId 'he ril]' 0/ CrotOIl (19'4 ·1920) 
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COUTITITI CLUI) lU1D OLIVE GITOVE GOlf COUITSE 
700 5th Avenue and North 6th Street 

The first golf course and country club is locaTed east of 
the C&N\'\! rails and Ferney Farmers Eb'ator on \'\ 'illiarn 
Blair's homestead land. The course operated prior to 
\'\'orld War I and rhe dub hOllse ~cr\"cd as a dance site 
prior to 1970. The course was neglected after \'<'orld 
\X'arll. Popularity of golf skyrocketed in the 19805 and 
Groton looked to the previous country club site. Robert 
\'\ehdc bought land and donated 112 acres to the city 
which leased the land back to a non-profi t golf course 
association for 99 years. Olive Grove Golf Course Inc. 
was formL'{i October 27,1988. Over SIOO,OOO in pledges 
by April 1986 plus donated labor and a lease purchase 
agreement with the GrOton Dc\'c!opmcm Partnership 
enabled completion of the clubhouse. By April 1991 one 
cart shed \.vas ready and another built in June 2000. 1\ 
concrete block bathroom was completcd by June 2002. 
In spring, summer and fall as one rounds the cun'C on 
11ighway 12 the ere focuses on green stretches where 
golfers stroll the land. Thai greenery and the clubhouse 
testify to what community tealmvork can accompli~h. 
J fete the past and present blend as GrmOnlteS return to a 
popular recreational and social cemer on the !Own's edge. 
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~ GIlOTOn DI\IVInG TOUIl mGlIWI\T # 12 
6TH AVENUE AND THE CURVE TO BROADWAY (HIGHWAY IJ37) 

In tracing sites along I lighw:tys #12 and #37 an interesting facf should be noted. The official numbering 
system for highways revolved around odd and eyen numbers. Those which mn south and north were to 
be odd numbered-thus 37, and those running cas[~ to-west received even numbers-thus 12. 

GrOton in 2006 has experienced, as many other towns, a move of business from ;\ Iaio Street to a nearby 
morc strategic tmde corridor which is the old Yellowstone Trail, now J-{jghway 12. That lmil, which had 
traversed downtown's Main street, had been rerouted from downtown to Railroad Avenue and finally In 

1940 byp:lSsed Groton's downtown and the Railroad avenue route through a cun"cd highway 12 which 
CUI across Groton's norlhern cdge, I lowevcr, downtown was but a hvo-minlllC drivc downl\lain Street 
from I lighway 12 , The curvc took some farm and golf course land but left considerable acreage to thc 
southwest for future golf course de\'dopmcnt. 

(1990) Dlmnrrs DF SIlUIOn 
Railroad Avenue and First Street 

One of the first i\lain street busincsses to move to 
a Ilighway 12 location wa~ the Standard station at the 
corner of North Main and EaSt Second t\\'enue (Block 
10, lots 11 and 12) where the Dakota Press is pre~ently 
located, That mo\'e occurred III ~ovcmber 1990, TIle 
former Amoco station is now a British Patrolcum station 
offering fuJI service including a convenience food store. 
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GnOTOI1. SD ,\lop oj Groton sbolli,'!. v.Tensions oj dty 
liRlils Ot'U lIN ytflf'J. 

IT] 1974 
[II 1989 
rn 1993 
[i] 1999 



S @ S LUI1IJLIT (2001) 

201 East Highway 12 
• • • 

S & S Lumber located at 10 South Main followed suit a 
dCClde later in 2001 locning caSt of Duane's gas station in 
a new building which also features H ard\.\o"llfC I l:ink. 

In 2005 twO additional t- Iain Street businesses moved to 
I lighway 12 locations. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

LOITI'S Fl111ItI111CY 
llI1D GItOTOI1 CnIItOFItllCTIC CLlI1IC 
1205 North firs t Street 
and Intersection with Highway 12 

• 

Lori's Pharmacy al2S North r. lain Street in the Townsend 
building relocated to the highway corner and First Street 
which had been the site of a fast food and ice cream Krce­
me store ocrw'cen 1964 and 1984 and after that a seasonal 
greenhouse and potting shed operation. 

(2005) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

DllIItI QUEm (1980) 

11 East Highway 12 
•••• 

Along with the Circle Pines Motel, Dairy Queen sen-ed 
customers for 20 years before sc\"eral ~ lain Street 
businesses and one Claremont bank joined them in 
highway service. 
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(2002) rmST STIln IJIHIK : 
East Highway 12 

with a landscaped lot facing Highway 37 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

The First State Bank of Claremont, a century old • 
institution, opened in 1903 and established a branch office • 
in Columbia (1 953).JeffryStohrpurchased the Circle Pines • 
r-,'IOld siTe and constructed a new building which opened • 
in October 2002. With its chaner officially transferred to • 

Groton, dlC main office is now headquartered here with • 
branches in Claremont and Columbia still functioning. • 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• 

(2005) KIrl'S fOOD fIlm nOD SI1IIL EXmrss • 
• 
• 

4 East U.S. Highway 12 • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• This grocery stOrc moved in December 2005 from the • 

Broobcrg building on Main Street [0 the southeast corner • 
lot where highways 37 and 12 intersected. This had been • 
the site o f Darrel's Sinclair gas station and coffee shop • 
from the 19805 to 2004, and previous lO th:n in 1975 the _ 
High Grade Oil Co. general headquartcrs and scn -ke _ 
station. Ken's Food Fair fm;ade fearures a full length, blue _ 
metal panel below the roof line, a srone block foundation _ 
and between the twO a stucco paneling. Ken's Shell Express -
service station faces Highway 37 on that corner. Eastward, -
adjaccm to Ken's a newl}' constructed Crossroads l\hll -
awaits future businesscs. • 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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connm LOTS rIlCInG sum nIGl1WIlT #5 7 ~ 

COCO'S ITLSmUITIU1T ruID LOUnGE 

, 
• 
• 

Corner of liighway 12 and 37 

This southwest corner has had a service sratian since about 
1935 starting with a ~lobiJ station. Breaking with tradition, 
the site housed a bowling alley which fire destroyed at the end 
of 1971. A new building-the Red Il orse Inn, combining 
a service station and restaurant, opcm:d October I, 1972. 
In mid-1980 when pumps were remo\'cd, il ceased as a gas 
station. The building's north end was enlarged to provide 
cafe service. A new owner tllarc Ilanson, remodeled and 
opened it as Coco's. It now has new owners - Darren and 
Usa Locke. 

Amo/' COnlfr (abol't) 

J • • •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

mmL CmVITOLLT IlnD OLDS 
• Junction of Highway 12 and 37 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

The nonhwcst corner had bt:en a farmers field but in 1948 
became the site for a service stacion and restauram called 
Amos Corner. Fire destroyed the station in 1973. [n 1979 
~ Ierlc I-Ianson bought the Groton Truck Cemer which was 
established on that site in June 1970. After 10 rears Ilanson 
bought Trail Chevrolet and Olds from Orville Schaller and 
moved it from ~ Iain Street to this corner lot. In 2005 he 
~old the bu~iness to Loci Lust Chevrolet of Aberdeen. The 
building froms Highway 37 with a huge auto lot stretching 
to highway 12. 
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(1986) GItOTOTI umOTI CIf1LTLItl 
East Side or North Highway 37 

On the edge of Groton about l!2 mile north of the junction arc the combined Catholic and Union 
ccmclerie~. Due to fi nancial p roblems the original cemetery assocbtion turned over records lO the cit}' 

and the city now administers the site. Stone pillars mark the ent ry way with iron fencing dcm:lrking the 
site from the highway. A shon dismnce within stands a \"elcmns memo rial circle with large marker and 

R,1l' 

State :md national highway designations were made in 1925. According to the Groton /Ildrptfldtnlof 
January I and 22 1925 Spink County ,;suatized a county road from Doland to Groton which linked with 
thc Brown County cemetery road northward as a continuation of future highway. 
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~ FIITIFmITnL SIns 

roITI1LIT conST GUnITD STl1nOI1 
5 Miles North of Groton 
East Side of Highway 37 

••••• 

111is T-shapcd brick building with :I from 125' x 35' and 
its landscaped lawn and brick utiliq' or guard house at the 
highway entrance is a unique Iandmru:k. The first floor 
front wing j<; a classic Georgian fas;ade. Built in 1946, it 

was a high-frequency direction find station positioned on 
Ihe flat prairie where radio signals could be morc casily 
picked up from coastal areas. Later, it served as a dinner 
dub and a nUNing home. After that it by vacant for 20 
yeaN': and the Groton city council planed to demolish it. 
Through the research of Jack Chilton and leadership of 
Peg L'lmont the L.'lnclmark Commission overcame the 
many restrictive conditions government had placed on 
this property. Nearby farm land scn"cs as Groton city 
airport and emergencr landing field. In 1992 a buyer was 
found who is working to restore the building as a private 
home. 
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lImES VllLLLY LTnllTIOL 
West Highway 12 

West of Groton on Highway 12 sits the James Valley 
Ethanol complex. Roadside signs identify the 138-acre 
site. Irs silo-like structures and tanks rising skyward 
attract the eye immediately much like elevatOrs and water 
tower within Groton itself. This 16th plant of dle Brain 
companies began operations May 2003, after a six month 
construction period. The faciliryconsumes over 16 million 
bushels of corn producing high grade livestock feed 
as well as ethanol for mixture with gasoline. Its impact 
on nearby Groton and area farmers has been beneficial 
for school anendance, job market, city business, fa rm 
production, and city image. Thc signaturc name James 
Valley, so well represented by the James Valley Telephone 
and Communication system, is screngdlened by dus phnt 
bearing the name of this sil:,'llificam river valley. 

GITllTImU ITUITllL CULTUITllL CETITm 
40161 128th Street 

East of dle James River and nordlwest of Groton, dus 
site in the May to September months has much to offer. 
It is in the middle of pome farm land and features farmer 
William Sieh's 1929 granary, operative 1929 to mid 1940s. 
Its interior has been converted to a multi room an gallery. 
The complex also features the 1916 Pumey Township 
HaJI which is used for performing arts and workshops, 
an interpretive landscape sculpture garden, a gazebo and 
a meditation maze. TIUs site is built around the theme 
''Respect for the land and the people who live on ir." 
The center hosts dIe All Dakota High School Fine Arts 
gathering in !'.[ar and the Prairie States Fine Arts Festiye 
in mid-summer. Other evenrs extend into September. 
Here, the work of artists, photographers and sculptors 
may be seen. Exhibitions are open to new, upcoming and 
established artists. Groton has suong ties to this area close 
to the James River as evidenced by its earlier relationship 
to the Tacoma Park recreational center of 1898-1960s. 
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mE OLD MonE TOwn 
concl ud ing thoug hts 

Whether dsitor or local resident, we all have hometOwn rOOIS and associations. For 125 years Grown 
has pursued spirited boostcrbm in town and trade territory dc\-e]opment. GrOtOn's Quasquiccnrennial 
is the latest event in its promotional SpiriT and awakening of hi~toriad conscientiousness. In 1906 the 
tOWll celebrated its 25th birthday, in 1931 its 50th anniversary, in 1956 its 75th and m 1981 its [OOlh year 
commemoration. 

Aside from lhese special annin.'rsaries, a variety of promotions marked GrotOn's history: Jungle Days, 
Bargain and Value Da),s, Friendship and Frolic D ays, Circus Days and Mid·Summer Festival Days, 
Free Farmer Days, ;\lcrchant Trade Oars, t\ppreciarion :md Thrift Days, Chautau~ua, W'iucr \lellol1 
Oars, Moonlight Madness, and in July 2006 a night-time Eclipse Street Dance! All promOtt::d the local 
trade area, provided opportunities for merchants to thank people for their patronage and demonstrated 
communi~' pride. Of aU these special occasions what could equal in our orderly mathematiatl mind~ 
those dates commemorating every 25 years - all watersheds culminaring in the 125th anniversary. 

Such occasions, \\'ith their school reunions. elicit judgments about the home town, irs streets, buildinb'S 
and people. A member of the class of 1937 described the .\Iain SlICet paradc of July 8, 2006 as "a 
complete picture of small town America at its best" and noted that area tOwns parricip:llcd in "this 
historic event" to honor Groton. Parades especially trigger thoughts about the small to\\'n as a special 
place where a sense of belonging is nurrured and an enduring connection strengthened. One obscn'cr 
exclaimed that p:t.r.ldes always reveal community pride and the one of 2006 "certainly keeps that 
tradition." Participants of the 2006 (.'Vent noted renovations, newty painted surt:'lces that demonstrated 
pride in town appearance: "to see house .. that we used to play in and live in as youngsters, looking as 
good, if nor bener, than ther did in the 40's and 50's, was hean warming." 

In July 2006 one former Grotonite remark«i, "You may not be able to go back phy~ically [() lhe town, 
bur mentally, 1 think [ will always be a Groton citizen." While there is a balance between old and new 
structures which identify Groton, returnees as well as residents rccob'llll.e and v-alue the older town 
buildin!,'5- their former and present uscs- as well as appreciate progress in the form of modcrn, newer 
buildings fulfilling community services. Groton's 125th Anniversary utilized severnl activit}· centers: park, 
baseball diamond, high school, skating site and l\ lain Street. Visitors observed that several stores had 
moved from Main Street to the highway or close to it bur they recognized thatinno\'ati\"e new businesses 
now occupr those Main Street buildings and that J\lain Street had not lost its magic touch and still 
functions a .. a key player in the town's economy and government. Thus, as all reuniom and celebrations 
end, so does this walking/driving tour. 
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FUNDING AND SOURCE 
ACKNOWLEDGE1-.fENTS 

-nlis publication has been p:trti:l!ly financed 
with federals funds from the National 
Park Sen-icc. Department of the Interior 
through the South Dakota State Historic 
Prcservntion Progrnm, Pierre, SO and local 
matching funds from the Aberdeen/Brown 
County 1 ... 'U1dmarks Commission. 

Numerous sources were- helpful In 

researching this guide. The Grown 
ncwsp:lpe.rs-The GrOtOn IlIfltpmdml on 
microfilm in the Northern State University 

libr:try and recent editions of the J)alcoto 
Pms as \\'cU as the 1981 Groton Centennial 
IlistOry by Mary Alice Jemen and Anita 
Lowary's updated version of 2006 were 
useful !'Ources, especially for older photos 

of ''':l.rushed buildings. The Sanborn 
Insurance .... Iaps available on the internet 
provide lIl~ight inm Groton's streets and 
infrastructure. \'\Thile the 1930 maps were 
rdied on for this publication, other maps 
arc available for the years 1884, 1892, 1893, 
1898, \904, 19[0 and 1921. This online 
data base reveals building size, dimensions, 
mau.'Tials used, function and locations 
of windows and doors and is useful in 
comparing changes oYcr timc. 

Grmon ciTy hall provided useful maps of 
the city's various expansions 1974-1999 as 
wcll as advice on certain ~truclures. The 
L.s. Cen~us listed GrOton's population 
over the decades. TIle Polk City DireCTOry 
of 1919, as did other such directories., 
supplied insight on rural Brown County 
and thc city of Groton. Peg Lamont's 
paper on "CoasT Guard Station on the 
Prairie-Saved from the Wrecking Ball" 
(1992) provided an inside story about the 
salvation of that structure. John Sieh and 
the Granary were sourccs of information 

on that facility. 'nlC L1ndmarks Historic 
Preservation ~ur\"(!}' of 1988 conducted 
by Brad Tennant supplied some slides 
and data on businesses and home~ as they 
appeared in that year. \Ios( current photos 
were taken by Dr. Art Buntin. The Brown 
County Assessor's \'aults contained records 
of Groton buildin£1l. The Landmark 
booklet "Exploring Brown County" (1989) 
was helpful. 

Useful were Dr. An Bundn's previous 
essays on Groton: "Popular Culture: 
Groton's Two C's In Transition: Coz)' 
Theatcr: Indoor Culture and Chautauqua: 
Outdoor Culrurc"(1978); "Knockers and 
Boosters: Dakota Midland Editors and 
thcir \'('ceklr t\ewspapers" (1981); "The 
Great W'hite Way: r-.lam Street Electrified" 
(1982); "Prairie Parks: Landscape Treasures 
of Brown County, SO" and "Groton and 
Frederick City Parks" (1997); "Living 
Legacies: Railroad Stations of Brown 
County, SO" (2002); "Relief and Recovery: 
The New Deal in Brown Counry" (2005), 
coauthored \.\o;th Brad Tennant. 

This project recei\'(:d federal financial 
assistance from the National Park $en'ice. 
Under tide VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities 
Actof 1990lhe U.S. Dcpanmenrof Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, sex or 
handicap III its federally assisted program. 
If }'ou belic\'e ~'ou have been discriminated 
against in any program, activif)', or facility 
as described above, or if you desire more 
information please write to the office for 
Equal Opportunity, U.S. Depanmenr of 
the Imerior. 
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CI1UITcms @ SCl100LS ~ 
circuit driving tour 

Churches arc a testimony 10 the variety of \\'urship centcr~ and the 
spiritual values of the pioneer and succeeding generations. -nley serycd 
as social cemers, aod for that reason we include the current community 
cemer which is on a former church [at. Former and current churches were 
located on corner lots. Surviving buildings represent a blend of the old 
and the new rl S weI! as decreasing and increasing memberships. J\moo!,,'St 
the older churches is one without a congregation but maintained for 
occasional use and historical purposes and one now used as a funeral 
home. These earlier buildings range from 1883-84, 1908-09, to 1911 
and 1924, and were within GrOton's original plat boundaries. The newer 
church buildings appear after 1950; one in 1951, lhree in the 1960s and 
one in 1997. There is a notable difference between the older and newer 
churches in architectural style. 

In spring and summer 1932 f-,Icthodist Pastor Luther C. Benson launched 
a promotion campaign m increase church attendancc at a time when 
the aummobile encouraged Sunday drivcs. Iljs messagc, no doubt, was 
sharcd br other pastors, "All roads lead to church on Sunday. Start on 
time, and head the car in thc rigln direction. \Vie will miss you if you are 
not in church, and you wil! miss something too." 
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GltOTOI1 COI1I1UI1IH ([mIlt 
109 North Third Street 

Site of former First Methodist Churches 
of 1667 and 1911-1966 

With ample parking space on the corner of North 
Third Street and Third Avenue North, this elongated 
hall provides a social center for dubs and individuals. 1t 

replaced Main Street spaces no longer available and the 
old i\ lethodist church of 1911 which had served as a 
community center from 1962~ 1979 after the congregation 
moved elsewhere. Town benefactor Roy Richards bought 
the 1911 church for usc as a community center in 1962. 

(1979) 

FIlII II1I(K-GIlItI1ISS mI1IItIlL Cf1IlFIL (1967) 

• 112 North Third Street 
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Site of former Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
(1924-April 7, 1963) 

1n 1922, H. WI. Cassels sold these lots to the First English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church whose building was 
dedicated September 8, 1929. In 1961, the name changed 
to Emanuel Lutheran Church, and on April 7,1963 the 
last service was held in the old church as part of a move 
to a new dmrch at a 2nd stIeet location. In 1964 from his 
home at 210 North 4th Street Helmuth Paetznick mO\'ed 
his long-lived funeral business to this former church. 
which still serves the community in a diffcrcnr capacity 
and is a good example of alternative use for an older 
building. Nme the gothic square tower chamcrcrisric of 
many churches in the 1920's. 

n5I01UC (jftOIOn· 5 
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(1951) 

(1883-84)TITIITIH rrrSCOFllL CI1UItCI1 
Third Avenue E. and 

Third Street North 
Lots 1 and 2 Block 7 

Groton's first church building. begun in Jul), 1883 and 
completed in June 1884, contains stained glass windows 
made in Connecticut and uses Gothic church design. 'nle 
church is located on its original site and its basic design 
was unaltered through the years. The exterior is sheathed 
with board and batten which was repainted in 2005. The 
windows form lancet arches framed with Tudor label 
molds. The small windows ha,"c etched colored glass while 
the large three-pan window behind the altar is leaded 
and srained. In 1974 it was deeded to the Brown Coun!)' 
Historical Society which maintains the building and holds 
occasional ptogrnms here. The church was 1,Iaced on the 
National Register of l listoric Places on January 27, 1983 
as it is the single remaining example of a rural board-and­
batten Episcopal Church in South Oakom. 

SIlII1T JOI1I1S LUTI1LITllTI CI1UItCI1 
308 North Second Street 

This is onc of two churches on North 2nd St. In 1951 this 
builcling replaced the pre\'ious church building purchased 
in 1893 and which had sen"cd as a chapel of the former 
Groton College. A growing congregation needed morc 
space. In 1963 the education unit provided sixtcen marc 
classrooms and a pastor's study. I nttrior renovations of 
1977 included a redwood ceiling and new lighting fixrures. 
Note the front entrance with irs double doors frnmcd b~' 

pillars and an overhead engraved with the church name 
and topped by a cross. Note also the siding between roof 
and brick facade and the brick bell tower to the right which 
rises above the building's roofline. 

I1llIOK1C CrftOIOn'6 
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